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Vol.  /.X.  Iowa  City,  Januaiiy,  1872.  i\o.  1. 


HON,  PHILIP  YIELE,  OF  LEE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


BIOGJIAPHICAL  SKETCH.  { 
  .  I 

TO  write  a  biograpliical  sketcli  of  one  in  life,  especially 
where  the  one  whose  history  you  \vi.sh  to  record  is 
your  most  intimate  friend,  is  a  most  dillicult  part  of  coinpo- 
Bition.  In  the  first  place,  your  frlend<]iip  for  the  sahject  of 
your  sketch  necessarily  makes  you  anxious  and  fearful,  k-st 
you  may  not  be  enabled  to  do  liim  that  justice  which  he 
merits;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  due  regard  for  truth  and 
impartiahty,  which,  alone  add  gi-ac-c  and  dignity  to  the  his- 
torian's pen,  causes  you  to  be  nervously  sensitive  lest  the 
sj^mpathy  of  friendship  should  tmconsciously  induce  you  to 
present  a  one-sided  view  to  posterity.  Fully  im})ressed  with 
the  difficulties  of  my  undertaking,  and  feeling  that  though 
there  are  many  others  much  more  competent  to  do  justice 
to  the  sul)ject  of  my  remarks  than  myself,  provided  ihcy 
M^ere  acquainted  with  tlie  incidents  and  facts  as  I  am,  yet.  as 
I  believe  no  other  person  knows  the  incidents  I  am  going 
to  relate  as  well  as  myself,  I  will  plead  my  friendshi]^  for 
my  excuse  of  humble  abilities,  while  I  draw  a  brief  histori- 
cal sketch  of  Hon.  P.  Tiele,  of  Fort  :s[adison,  Iowa,  —  a 
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nanu*  ra!iilliar  uiid  plcasinLr  \^)  tlic  ()\(\  SettU-rH  "  J<jua, 
and  ivhifli  tlioy  liavc  Dt'tni  in/norcd  wiili  their  c-oufid.-in-u  in 
boili \)ri\'al(i  and  pnhlic  tnist.-j. 

'J'lie  sn.hjec't  of  our  .sketch  is  coiinnonl y  known  as  .][n\<:ii 
Violo)  and  by  which  desi^-nation  \vc  will  now  pror'-od  to 
Bpeak'  of  him. 

].lo.\was  born  nt  Tlie  Vahoy  ()ioin  Valhw  Falls),  in  the 
town  <)>f  Pittstowu,  Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  ►Sfpteni- 
bor  10th,  1799,  and  has,  therefore,  ])assed  his  seventy-secon<l 
year.  *  'I'houi!'])  he  lias  jiassed  liis  tlii'ee-scorf  and  t»-n 
years,"  nature  Ir.is  dealt  so  kindly  with  hini,  that  he  pns- 
sessos  [lie  health  ;uid  vig'or  of  most  men  at  tlio  a^-e  of  sixty, 
and  l>ids  fair  to  survive,  in  both  his  lij'e  and  usei"uhn  s>,  tor 
many /years  to  come. 

His  great  ancestor,  on  his  paternal  side,  was  of  the  name 
of  Arnaud  Cornelius  Vielo,  a  Frenchman  ])y  descent,  and  a, 
Hollander  by  birtli,  wlio  emigrated  to  America  and  settled 
in  Sohonectady,  on  the  M<diawk  river,  in  the  state  of  Xow 
York,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  17th  century.    His  name  is 
honorably  mentioned  in  the  colonlnl  history  of  Xew  Yoi'k, 
for  impoi'tant  services  he  rendered  government  in  the  nego- 
tiations and  procurement  of  rreciti'_'S  Aviih  the  lndi:m  na.tions. 
.The  parents  of  Judge  Viele  resided  on  a  farm  at  the  time  of 
his  birth,  and  lie  remained  vrith  rliem  under  the  tnirental 
roof,  and  assisted  as  Ids  youtli  allowed,  in  vrork  on,  the  farm 
until  his  llfteenth  yea.r,  wdien  he  wa^s  sent  to  the  academy 
in  Salem,  Wasldngton  County,  Xew  York,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.    He  entered  Union  College,  at  Schen- 
ectady, Xew  Y(U'k,  in  1817,  and  tliere,  lor  several  years, 
pursued  his  studies  with  zeal  aiud  success,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  ICcU'iied  and  di^tinguisiied  Dr.  Xt-it.    Hon.  Vfil- 
liam  H.  Seward  was  a  student  in  Union  College  ar  the  same 
time,  a.nd  lie  and  the  duilge  there  formed  an  a.cquaintance, 
which  vras  pleasantly  rememl)ered  for  many  years  aft-T- 
terwards.    He  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in  Oct('>l»er, 
1821,  in  AYiterfu'd,  Saa\itoga  couniy,  Xew  York,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  su|)reme  court  of  that  state 
in  1824. 
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Possessed  of  a  pciiclriitin;/  mikI  ri-a'lv  wii,  <|iiick  at  i-'  ji n-- 
tee,  strong  in  lii.s  mental  pircoptions,  po.t.-cs.^in;/  a  jumsi 
happ3^  flow  of  lan^-uai^H;,  })(>li-lKMl  1)3-  liiemry  altainin.-ur.s 
and  reflection,  and  fcarli'ss  in  IIhj  ad\(j(;acy  of  u  liat  Ij  • 
lieved  to  be  the  right,  he  must  neees.sarily  liavc  jiltaiiw  d  lo 
an  exalted  position  as  a  jurist  and  arlvocate,  had  ln^  coniimM] 
his  attention  to  law  studios  and  the.  praclirc  (»!"  hi.-,  })rnlr.-^- 
Bion.  But  hero,  the  Judge,  misled  by  tho  glare  and  oxeiti*- 
ment  of  politics,  as  hundreds  of  others  of  inexi»'cri«'nccd 
years  are  constantly  being  misled,  loft  his  I>!acksion<-  and 
Coke  to  slumber  on  the  sholf  of  his  olhce,  Nvhilc  lie  ad- 
dressed the  populace  from  the  hustings. 

At  the  presidential  election  of  1824,  four  great  hi.-r.jric 
characters  appeared  before  the  American  public,  soliciting 
suffrages  for  the  presidency.  AV^illiam  II.  Crawford  \\  tlio 
Democratic  nominee,  as  Democratic  nominees  wore  noiriina- 
ted  by  Congressional  cauciisses  in  tliosc  d;iys.  John  (>. 
Adams,  General  Jackson,  and  Henry  Clay,  each  cont'-'-t  ••.] 
for  the  envied  prize  as  independent  candidates. 

The  great  historic  family  name  of  x\.danis,  tho  great  mili- 
tary reputation  of  Jackson,  and  the  splendid  oratorical  abili- 
ties and  statesmanship  qualities  of  Clay,  created  a  deep 
political  excitement  all  through  the  United  States.  All 
these  men  had  been  distinguished  a,s  Democratic  ]o;;der.-, 
and  had  personal  friends  and  admirers  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  wlio  engaged  in  tlie  sujjport  of  tlieir  respoeriv^* 
favorites  with  all  imaginable  zeal  ami  activity.  Juilge  \'i"li 
cattght  the  enthusiasm  of  the  hour,  and  took  the  stuni])  in 
behalf  of  "  Old  Hickory.''  His  yourh  and  splendid  speak- 
ing ability  soon  gained  him  a  wide  re]»utation  as  the  B-vi 
Orator.''  A  former  citizen  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  wlio  lived  in 
New  York  at  the  time  when  the  .fudge  was  talking  polities 
from  tho  hustings,  says  there  was  no  other  s]>OLiker,  oA/  or 
yofOif/y  in  eastern  Xew  York,  who  eould  draw  logcther  surh 
large  crowds,  and  stir  them  to  the  same  excitement  as  Judge 
Viele  could.  iSucli  were  his  service.-  Xo  his  jvarry,  and  so 
highly  were  his  merits  esieemed,  that  DeAVitt  Clinron,  :"ien 
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governor  of  Xow  York,  (ciidricd  him  tlic  oHicc  of  huito- 
g-alc'N  of  lU'iisselacr  Coiuily,  Xcu  York,  wliicli  lie  i\('i  (  [t[i  t\ 
in  1827,  and  licid  it  initiM  S;n ,  wlion  Ik;  \v;js  ro-n])iif)jnt<  (| 
by  Gpvernor 'J'}iro()[),  and  th^-n  held  in:lil  1^;:^';.  'Die  v:d;iry 
of  that  office  was  aLout  two  tliousand  dollars  a  year,  wliidi, 
in  tb(^3e  primitive  days,  wlien  money  was  wortli  three  tinicH 
what  \it  is  now,  made  it  a  position  that  almost  any  m;u! 
mighty  have  coveted. 

In  ^une,  1828,  he  married  his  vrife,  Catherine  Gertrude, 
dangl^ter  of  Isaac  Brinckerhoff,  of  Troy,  a  most  estimal)le 
hidy,  the  aiiectionate  shaier  of  his  trials  of  hfe;  posM'ssin^" 
a  sound  and  discriminating;  mind;  witli  sweetness  of  temper 
and  elegance  of  maniiers  ;  fervid  in  lier  religious  princi]»k's  ; 
and  \^'hose  study  and  hive  of  the  beanlifn]  in  nature  and  art 
were,  sui^>assed  only  by  her  veneration  of  God.  Admired 
and  Ipeloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  or  came  within  tlie  range 
of  her  influence,  her  decease,  which  occurred  about  two 
years  ago,  was  mourned  as  a  pubhc  loss. 

During  tbe  eight  years  the  Judge  held  the  said  office,  its 
duties  were  so  heavy  and  exacting,  that  he  could  find  no 
time  to  pursue  his  law  studies,  except  so  far  as  the  saiiie  re- 
lated to  probate  business,  and  when  lie  had  retired  into  pri- 
vate life,  he  saw  the  error  he  had  committed  in  abandoniuir 
his  profession.  He  had  gone  security  for  a  relative  for  a 
large  amount  of  money,  and  the  rekative  tailing  in  business, 
tJhe  Judge  was  called  upon  to  meet  his  obligations.  He  felt 
the  moral  force  of  the  claim,  and  pelded  up  his  property^ 
even  to  his  homestead,  to  liquidate  the  demands  his  generosity 
had  incurred,  and  with  his  wife  started  westward,  not 
knowing  exactly  where  he  should  settle,  to  take  a  new  start 
in  the  struggle  of  Ufe.  After  a  tedious  travel  of  a  month  or 
more  by  stages  and  steamboats  (for  there  were  no  railroads 
we^t  of  Xew  York  in  those  days),  he  and  his  wife  '*  pitelied 
their  tent"  at  the  pkice  where  now  stands  the  thriving  city 
of  Fort  Madison  (then  in  the  territory  of  "Wisconsin),  on 
June  2d,  18-37.    That  is  now,  and  has  been  his  home  ever 

eince  he  landed  in  Iowa. 
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When  arriviMl  at  \*\)v[  M;[(\\^(>]\,  \i  was  a  litilc  village 
of  tAveiity  or  tliii'ly  cahiiis  set,  ainoiii^  hii-hc- and  ireoH;.l)iit 
as  it  was  the  county  seat  of  Let-  county  (tljou<j;li  witli  uii  a 
court-liouse),  he  hung  out  his  "  Law  .Siiinglc,"  an<l  on<:c 
more  resorted  to  Ins  ohl  friends,  Coke  and  l>Iack>;,"n«'. 
Madison  soon  grew  into  husiness  and  legal  iinporlance,  .oid 
for  six  or  eight  years  the  Judge  continued  at  the  l^ar  wi'h  a 
grovring  ])usiness. 

But  ho  still  liad  a  lingering  love  for  the  exeitenn  iit  of 
politics.  Before  he  left  Xew  York,  he  had  Ix^eome  estr.uig- 
ed  from  the  Democratic  party.  There  was  a  "  r/iVy//< or 
in  that  state  in  those  (hiys,  called  the  ".l/A.///;/  /u- 
gcncij^^'  of  which  Van  Buron  and  Marcy  were  the  h.'ad"rs  ; 
men  whom  the  Judge  cordially  dislike(L  The  Judgt;  h.j. 
longed  to  the  Clinton  wing  of  the  Democracy,  and  hetwcen 
it  and  the  "Regency''  there  was  an  old  feud.  Upon  the 
death  of  Clinton,  the  ''Regency"  got  the  control  olVnut 
only  the  state  of  ]^ew  York,  but  also  of  the  Democraric 
party  generally  throughout  the  United  States.  The  Judge 
re^carded  the  "  Re2:encv  "  in  about  the  same  liudit  the  honest 
portion  of  the  x-Vmerican  people  now  regard  '*  Tamiiuiri)/^^' 
and  the  "  Waslimgton  Government  Rinfi^^'  and  united  liis 
political  fortunes  with  Henry  Clay  and  the  Whig  party. 
Indeed,  the  controversy,  as  between  the  honest  parties  of 
the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties  of  those  days,  was  mow  a 
dispute  about  personal  preferences  than  princij>les,  at  le:ist 
so  fiir  as  the  lYhis:  and  the  Northern  win<x  of  the  DemoeiMev 
were  concerned.  If  the  AYhigs  were  in  f  ivor  of  internid 
improvements  by  the  general  government,  so  were  tlie 
JsTorthern  Democracy.  If  the  AYhigs  weri^  mostly  in  favor 
of  a  p")rotective  tariti",  the  Xorthern  Democracy  were  willing 
for  a  revenue  taritF,  which  should  discriminate  so  as  to  give 
incidental  protection.  If  the  ^Yhigs  repudiated  nulliticatinu 
and  secession,  General  Jackson  swore  J3i/  the  Eternal'  th.-it 
the  Union  should  be  maintained  at  all  hazards,  and  all  the 
Democracy  of  the  nation,  outside  of  South  Carolina,  straig!:t- 
ened  themselves  to  sustain  the  oath  of  the  Old  lloro  by  -iho 
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Bwonl.    li*  tlio  in.si.stLMl  that        Mufctv  of  the  nation 

rc(juire{l  that  the  j)r('si(h'ncv  sho-ild  1^'  limited  to  ono  term 
in  the  same  person,  th(^  Democracy  thr<".v  diit  the  haimer  (if 
"llotation  ill  Ofliee;"  hut  (;kiime(l  that  such  was  the  exi- 
gency of  the  times  that  the  ruU'  shouhl  not  apply  t(j  Gen«Tal 
Jackson;  and  they  applied  tlie  rule  tr)  hi-j  successors.  Van 
Burcn,*J\>lk  and  l>uchiinaii.  ll'the  1  )(.iiioera<-y  in-i-t'  d  on 
a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution,  the  Whiijrs  admitted 
that  the  government  was  one  of  Uni'itcd  ]>owers,  and  had  not 
authority,  except  such  as  had  l)eun  i>'iven  to  it  hy  the  (-on- 
stitution,  upon  which  the  peot>le  of  the  several  stales  had 
agreed  as  the  terms  of  their  imtloivd  r.oinixt'i.  But  the  AVhigs 
insisted  these  powers  should  receive  a  liheral  construction, 
and  not  be  hampered  hy  too  narrow  a  ruh'. 

Having  duly  weighed  the  men  and  professions  of  the  two 
parties,  the  Judge  thought  his  futui-e  line  of  (hity  lay  with 
the  ^veaker  party,  and  he  united  his  fornincs  with  it.  In 
184t)  the  United  States  was  ahnost,  or  ipiitc,  as  much  ex- 
cited over  the  presidential  contest  between  General  Harri- 
son and  Van  Buren  as  they  ha'l  been  between  Crawford 
arid  others  in  1824,  and  the  Judge  took  the  stum}*  f  >r  <Ten- 
e^'al  Harrison  against  his  (fid  associate,  Ya.n  Jiuren. 

He  made  several  speeches  in  loAva  during  that  campai^-n 
which  ehcited  great  applause,  and  the  Whig  masses  of  Iowa, 
by  apparently  common  consent,  named  him  as  their  candi- 
date for  delegate  to  Congress.  It  has  since  then  been  be- 
lieved by  the  leading  men  of  both  parrios  in  Iowa,  that  if 
the  Judge  had  been  allowed  to  be  the  Whig  camhdate  in 
1840,  he  would  have  been  elected.  But  certain  persv)ns  in 
his  party,  fearful  of  his  intluence.  set  a  convention  machinery 
in^motion  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  the  Judge  having  no  taste 
for  such  a  conllict,  and  feeling  that  a  stricr  party  nomina- 


♦Through  the  aid  and  force  of  trovcrnnicnt  patronjiirt?  and  imliionce.  Mr.  Vsn  Buren 
secured  a  re  nomination  from  the  l.'omooracy  for  the  presidency  in  ISIO.  Bni  the  -  one 
t;rm"  idea  proved  too  strong;  for  party  <;iscipline  ;  and  many  D.'n-.ocrats  who  held  to  ihr.t 
idc;i,  united  witli  thf  ^V^lis^>,  nil  of  whom  held  or  profepscd  lo  hold,  to  it  in  tJje  cleclion 
and  triumph  of  Gen.  llarrihon.  il. 
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tion  ill  ii  DtMiioci'aric  tcrriloiy  as  l!)\va  tlicii  was,  wonM 
hd/ardous,  Id  Uk^  -  siwdl  nun  "  <>1"  liis  ))arry  have  tlioir  way; 
and  who,  tli()iii;-li  they  iioin'malcd  a  very  crcditahh*  spcalct-r, 
yet,  by  .such  noiniualioii,  drew  the  party  lines  upon  hiin  and 
defeated  him.  These  [)any  eoiivoutioiis  ha\-e  ever  hleii, 
mid  perha[)s  vr.'r  mill  hr.^  [he  curse  ol' American  politics,  sim-e 
tlie  wire-workers  and  political  trimmers  oi^  eacli  party,  al- 
ways manipulate  them,  and  i)roeure  iiominati*;)!.-,  for  their 
seKisli  purp(;ses.  In  JS4()-  the  Jud'i;e  united  in  a  i)ofitical 
movement  of  a  local  (diameter,  which  on(;e  more  sej.arated 
him  fr^m  his  profession,  to  wliich  lie  never  ai^-ain  retui-ned. 
Lee  County  had  grown  rapidly  in  population  and  wralilj, 
and  as  it  w^as  enaijled  to  stand  heavy  taxation,  a  rinu-  "  of 
political  i)artisans,  under  the  guise  of  a  Democratic  n;inie, 
had  fastened  upon  tlie  county  ollices,  and  le\  ied  taxes,  and 
disj^osed  of  tlie  public  moneys,  as  though  the  county  was 
their  private  domain,  and  the  taxes  their  individual  property. 

County  orders  w^ere  depreciated  to  id)out  iiity  cents  on 
the  dollar.  The  Whigs  had  tried,  under  their  party  organ- 
izations, to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of,  but  were  unstic- 
cessful  at  each  election.  The  Judge,  with  some  other 
friends,  conceived  the  idea  of  dropping  the  Whig  name  for 
a  .reason,  and  calling  on  the  honest  men  of  all  parties  to 
unite  for  the  redemption  of  the  counry,  under  the  name  of 
the  "  Union^  Rctrcnclimenf,  and  Bcform  Ft(rt>/,of  Lcc  Cvwdy.'' 
The  masses  of  both  parties  gladly  responded  to  the  call,  and 
a  meeting  of  the  citi2:ens,  irrespective  of  |")arty,  was  held  to 
nominate  county  candidates  in  1846.  The  friends  of  reform 
insisted  in  putting  the  name  of  the  Judge  on  their  tickoi. 
for  Judge  of  Probate,  and  w^ould  not  accept  no for  an 
answ^er.  Fearing  lest  his  refusal  might  w^eakoii  the  cause 
be  had  assisted  in  starting,  he  gave  liis  consent.  The  wdiole 
ticket  was  elected  at  the  fall  election  of  1846  by  a  Lirge  ma- 
jority, lie  was  elected  three  terms  successively  on  the  re- 
form ticket,  as  Judge  of  Probate  of  Lee  County,  and  gave 
universal  satisfaction  in  the  peru)rmance  of  the  duties  of  liis 
office.    The  wdsdom  of  the  reform  ticket  was  shown  by  the 
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fact  that  till'  llnaiicial  cr-  ilii  ,,1"  ilu;  coimtv  soon  r»-\'iviMl.  aii<l 
county  oi'ilcrs  wcw  madr  w  ortli  :i  Imndr.-d  coiits  on  the  dol- 
lar. In  ]H')-2  llic  J  iid'^c  ;ill()\vc(l  liis  W'lii;/;  tV'n-iids  to  train- 
moT  him  witli  a  p  iri y  iioiiiiiialion  as  Whi^r  <.'.'U)did;itL'  tor 
Con|:^rcss  for  thf  iirsL  con^-ri'.-sionnl  di-,tj-'K:!  of  lowa;  and 
running  in  a  party  garh,  he  ('.\chi(h'(l  hiiii<(df  Iroin  tht;  sup- 
port'of'many  personal  IVii'iids  in  ih"  I)L'iiioi;ratic  ranks,  and 
thouf;']i  he  o'ot  the  full  s!ip[M)rt  of  his  pai-ty.  and,  perhajM, 
Boniethiin^r  more,  was. defeated.  Wln-n  the  IC:tns'as-Xelji-a<- 
ka  ihibrogdio  stirred  tlic  waters  of  American  polities,  h'.- 
threw  all  Ins  inilueiiee  into  the  anti-slavery  scales  and  was 
chosen,  witli  enthusiasm,  ])residt'nt  of  the  fir>t  lu-piihlican 
state  convention  of  Iowa,  lield  at  Iowa  City,  in  18'HJ.  On 
the  organization  of  tlio  Fort  Madison  l^ranch  of  the  state 
hank  of  Iowa,  in  1859,  he  was  cliosen  its  })re<ident,  an<] 
helcf  that  office  for  five  years.  In  1850,  lie  was  also  elected 
a  member  of  the  state  hoard  of  education,  and  performed 
tlio''  duties  of  the  station  for  one  term. 

How  much  lie  is  respected  by  the  people  of  Fort  Madison 
is /shown  by  the  following  circumstances.  Though  that  city 
is^  and  always  has  been,  strongly  Democratic,  it  has  on  four 

Several  occasions  elected  liim  its  mavoi\  In  the  earl\-  i>art 
,        ^  ..  .  [ 

of  1870  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  and  citizens  of  F(n't 
s  Madison  was  called  in  reference  to  a  railroad  project  which 
;  they  had  worked  hard  to  get  accon)plished..  hut  whieh, 
•owing  to  unttnvard  circumstances,  seemed  likely  to  fail. 
The  speeches  of  those  who  had  it  in  special  charge  were 
desponding,  and  it  was  generally  considered   as  a  "  lost 
cause,''  when  the  Judge,  inspired  by  the  necessities  of  the 
occasion,  addressed  the  meeting  with  all  the  authority  of  age, 
and  all  the  fire  and  eloquenee  of  youth.    He  stirred  the  local 
p^ide  of  the  citizens  to  the  highest  intch  of  enthusiasm, 
and  who  entered  anew  into  the  spirit  of  the  cause  with  such 
energy,  that  it  passed  immediately  frona  doubt  to  certainty. 
He  accepted  the  position  of  treasurer  and  linancial  agent  of 
the  railroad,  and  in  less  than  one  year,  the  ''Fort  Madison, 
Fannington,  and  "Western  Railroad  "became  an  accomplish- 
\ 
) 
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C(l  fact,  and  tlie  cars  wci'c  rutiuiiio"  tufiity-livc  miles  of  road 
west  ol'  l^\)i'lMa(lis()ii.  ft  is  now  ])oin<j^  fast  jiiislicMl  west- 
ward towards  the  Missouri  i'i\-ei\  ( 

Tlie  Jiidg-L'  has  no  children  to  cheer  his  old  ai^e,  and  lie  is 
now  residing  in  quiet  and  di<^ni(ied  ease,  al  liis  heautif'ully 
located  residence  in  Fort  Madison.  lie  has  a  conipeR'Ucy 
of  worldly  estate," — all  that  is  necessary  to  njake  hi.-  de- 
clining years  entirely  happy  —  except  for  the  ahsence  oj'  her, 
who,  as  devoted  wife  and  friend,  for  Ibrty  years,  had  .;isso- 
ciated  with  hini  in  the  pilgriniagc  ol'  lile,  shared  his  Joys, 
and  alleviated  his  sorrows.  Bnt  he  is  ji  firm  heliever  in 
Christianity,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  douhts 
not  but  that  hereafter  he  Avill  meet  his  com})anion  (and  not 
only  her,  but  others,  united  to  him  by  sympathy  and  ufiee- 
tion  in  earth  life)  in  a  purer  and  more  perfect  home,  wliere 
there  will  be  no  more  partings  ;  and  this  idea  and  belief  is  a 
constant  spring  of  sokice  to  his  loneliness  and  old  age.  . 

When  I  had  commenced  writing  this  sketch,  I  had  it  in 
my  mind  to  relate  some  of  the  witticisms  and  re])artces  of 
the  Judge,  for  which  he  \vas  much  noted  while  at  the  Towa 
bar  as  a  lawyer.  I  had  also  thought  to  quote  portions  of 
some  of  his  public  speeches,  such  as  I  have  heard  them, 
when  they  excited  crowds  to  the  wildest  enthusiasm.  But 
many  of  these  items  have  already  been  published  and  passed 
into  history,  and  my  remarks  are,  probably,  already  too 
long  for  a  mere  biographical  sketch.  In  conclusion,  I  feel, 
that  how^ever  defective  is  the  performance  on  my  part, 
the  Old  Settlers  of  loAva  will,  at  least,  a])i)reciate  my  motives, 
and  thank  me  for  the  notice  I  have  made  of  one  of  their  an- 
cient associates.  i 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  ITov.  2,  1871.  ^'  ^'  ^^'^ 
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(Continued  from  pa^^i;  Cfii  of  Vol.  IX.) 
TII^;  EXPLOIIATION.S  OF  TFIK  MIS.^OUIll  AND  OT  Till;  WK.-T. 

THE  country  between  the  Mi>^sis>i))}»i  and  1  he  M  is-ouri,  in 
ricliness  of  soil  and  beautiful  native  .-cenerv,  is  not  .sur- 
passed, by  any  location  in  the  world.  Hence  its  early  hi-iory 
becomes  a  matter  of  interest,  and  for  this  reason  some  of 
the  early  events  connected  with  the  west  are  collectech 

At'  a  very  early  date,  the  Spanish  from  Mexico  made  ex- 
plorations on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  as  far  north  as  the  forty- 
tliird  de2:ree  of  hititude. 

Li  1610,  Henry  Hudson,  wliile  on  an  ex})]orin<i-  expedition, 
entered,  for  the  first  time,  the  bay  which  bears  his  name. 
In  1669,  some  London  merchants  associated  themselves  to- 
gether  under  the  name  of  the  "  Hudson  Bay  Company,"  and 
received  a  charter  from  Charles  II.,  granting  tliem  exclusive 
,'pnvileges  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  wliole  region 
\  around  Hudson  Bay.    The  French  of  Canada  were  their  ri- 
■;vals  in  the  fur  trade  wi.t\i  the  Indians  till  the  cession  of  that 
province  to  Great  Britain,  in  176o,  but  the  acquiring  of  this 
Country  threw  the  wdiole  trade  into  the  hands  of  this  com- 
pany. 

\  Jonathan  Carver  was  the  first  to  conceive  tlie  project  of 
crossing  the  Xorth  American  continent,  and  in  1766  he  left 
Boston,  and  traveled  as  far  west  as  tlie  river  St.  Francis. 

^n  1766  some  native  mercdiants  of  Upper  Canada  giH  up 
a  Hval  company  against  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  estab- 
lished their  headquarters  at  Michilimarkinoc,  and  extended 
th^ir  trade  into  the  west,  and  in  1778  they  established  a  fort 
for^ aiding  in  carrying  on  their  trade  on  Lake  Athabaska, 
which  was  called  Fort  Chipewyan.    The  interest  of  these 
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two  cornpanifs  led  tliciii,  in  17H'\,  "to  an  assorintion  r.nhe 
princii^iil  mercliants  uiidcr  the  iiaDic  of  iIk-  '  Nort hwu.-.ti.Tii 
(^oin])aiiy,"  with  tlu'ir  ]u'a(l(|nartors  at  Nrojitreal.  After  iliis 
union  tlicy  took  measni-e.s  to  extend  tlieii-  ti-ade.  Aiiion/r 
tlio  ineiid)ers  of  this  new  ('oin})any  was  Alexander  Macken- 
zie, wlio,  imdor  tlie  ansi)i('es  of  tlie  eompnny,  in  1780  started 
from  Yovt  ('liipowyan  on  an  explorini;-  exj)edition,  nia(h;  his 
way  nortli,  fohowini!:  tlie  river,  wliicli  now  bears  his  name, 
to  the  Arctic  Sea.  After  nndcino-  tliis  discovery  lie  returned, 
and  in  1792  again  started  from  Fort  Ch  ii)ewyan  and  ascend- 
ed Pease  river,  crossed  the  Kocky  mountains,  and  struck 
the  head  waters  of  Frazer's  river,  which  at  fii'st  he  proj-osed 
to  follow  to  its  mouth,  hut  learning  from  the  Indians  tliat  its 
course  was  ncaidy  south,  lie  left  that  river  and  turned  his 
course  west,  and  reached  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  latitude  fifry- 
two.  I 

In  1792  Pohert  Gra^-,  commander  of  the  sliip  Columl/ia, 
from  Boston,  wliile  exploring*  the  Paciiic  coast,  discovered 
and  ascended  a  large  river  near  latitude  forty-two,  which  he 
called  Cohimhia,  after  the  name  of  his  ship. 

After  acquiring  the  countr\^  west  of  the  Mississippi  from 
France,  the  government  caused  exploring  expeditions  to  bo 
fitted  out  to  examine  the  newly  acquired  territory.  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  commissioned  Mariwether  Lewis,  ca])tain, 
and  Wm.  Clark,  lieutenant,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  to  take 
charge  of  one  of  these  exploring  companies.  This  party  con- 
sisted of  nine  young  men  from  Kentucky,  fourteen  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  army,  two  Frenchmen  (an  interpreter  and 
hunter),  and  a  hlack  servant.    In  addition  to  these,  there 
were  engaged  a  corporal,  six  soldiers,  and  nine  water  men, 
to  accompany  the  party  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Missouri, 
to  help  in  carrying  their  stores,  and  assist  against  any  at- 
Uieks  that  might  he  made  hy  hostile  Indians.    The  party 
started  from  their  encanq^ment  near  St.  Louis,  on  the  14ih 
of  May,  1804,  and  pursued  their  journey  up  the  Missouri. 
On  the  30lh  of  July  they  had  ascended  the  river  as  far  north 
as  the  41°,  18^  1.14'^  where  they  stopped  and  imule  an  cn- 
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oiuilpmoiit  on  tlio  west  side  oi'  llic  livcr.  Tin'  land  at  thirt 
\)()\n%  oonsistod  of  a  "  plane  al)oN  <'  lii<j  li-\vat«-i-  !«-vrl."  iJack 
of  tl\is  ])laii(i  ^vas  a  woody  i-id^'c  ahoiit  s('\'<-nty  t'ci-t  al><)\'f  it- 
At  edq;c  of  tlio  laltor  tlicy  fornuMl  their  camp.  Tlii.-^ 
ridge  sopamtod  ji  lower  from  a  liiLflp'r  prairie/'  "  wliieh 
extended  back  a])oiit  a  mile  to  anotle-r  i-l«'valion  of  fi^-ht y  or 
ninety  feet,  Ijeyond  wliieli  is  one  contimioii^  plane."  Froni 
this  point  may  be  liad  a  beautiful  view  ol"  the  river  and  ad- 
joining!:; country  for  a  distanee  of  from  four  to  ten  mil".-.  Mes- 
sengers bad  been  b^ent  out  to  the  neigld^oring  \  illaiccs  of  the 
Indians  to  invite'tliem  to  vi-^it  the  earnp  tor  the  pui"}H)st'  of  hold- 
inga  council.  And  ''tlie  next  niorning  the  Tudians,  with  six 
cbiefH,  were  all  asseml)led  under  an  awnini:,'  formed  with  the 
main  sail,  in  presence  of  all  the  party  paraded  ftu- the  occasion.''' 
Herp  tlie  Indians  were  informed  of  the  change  in  gt)vern- 
mei^t,  and  tliat  they  were  now  under  the  ])rotection  of  tlio 
go^jernnient  of  the  United  States.  This  intelligence  sei-med 
to  please  tbem,  and  they  manifested  a  desire  to  have  trading 
bouses  establislied  [imong  them. 

/"  The  incident  above  related  induced  the  i)artv  to  give  the 
place  the  name  of  Council  Blufls,  a  name  whicli  has  hccome 
''mucb  noted.-' 

',      There  were  in  this  vicinity  several  l)auds  of  Indians. 

\     ^ear  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  north  of  that  river 

and  west  of  the  Missouri,  the  Kansas  Indians-  had  tw(^  vil- 
\  ^  ' 

lages,  at  which  there  lived  about  tliree  hundred  im-n.  The 
Otoes,  who  had  once  been  a  powerful  nation,  and  lived  on 
the  south  side  of  tlie  Missouri,  about  twenty  miles  above  tlic 
Platte,  had,  with  the  Missourians,  been  involved  in  a  wav 
with  the  Omahns  (  ^^ahas),  which  liad  so]nuch  reduced  these 
two  nations  in  numbers  that  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
sustain  themselves  against  their  enemies,  and  had  ])laoed 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Pawnees.  And  at 
this  time  the  remnant  of  these  two  nations  lived  together  on 
tlie  south  side  of  the  Platte,  about  thirty  miles  from  its 
m^utb,  and  were  only  about  two  hundred  in  number. 
About  live  leagues  above  tbo  Otoes,  on  the  same  side  of 
) 

; 
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tlie  river,  was  {]\v  ju'incipal  villnLic  ofllic  I 'awiioos,  at  wlii-  h 
iLoro  wore  iil)out  live  liinidriMl  mcii. 

Tliere  wa^i  aiiotlier  villa«;'e  on  l)ic  Wolf  fork  of  tin-  Jiaiic, 
about  ninety  miles  IVoni  tlio  princij.al  \illaii'«-,  a  I  \v)ii«-l»  th-Tc 
resided  two  linndrcul  and  ei^-iit\  men.  'J'licre  was  anollu-r 
villa^i>-e  on  llie  IJed  rivei*,  wlieru  tliey  formed  a  tribe  of  I'mir 
hundred  men. 

Above  tlie  l^iwnees  were  tlie  Omalias  (.\ralias).  Tlix  ir 
principal  village  had  been  located  about  five  miles  Ijack  iVom 
the  Alissouri,  on  ]\Ia]ia  creek,  wliicb  had  "once  consisted  of 
three  hnu(h'ed  ea])ins,"  but  al)out  four  years  [)revious  to  ibis 
time  they  had  been  visited  witli  tlie  small-pox,  which  batl 
destroyed  four  hundred  men  and  a  like  proportion  of  wo- 
men and  ehildi-en,''  and  after  this  calamity  they  set  fire  to 
the  village  and  burned  it  up.  _  j 

A  short  distance  ])elow  where  the  party  lield  their  coun- 
cil, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  at  a  point  where  the 
bluffs  ap])roaeh  the  river,  there  had  been  a  village  of  the 
lowas;  but  they  liad  a])andoned  this  location  and  taken  up 
their  abode  on  the  river  I)es  ]\Ioines.  Above  the  Omahas 
were  the  Yankton  and  Titoii  bands  of  the  Sioux. 

On  the  20th  of  August  tlie  party  arrived  at  the  point 
where  the  blutfs  reach  the  river  on  the  east  side,  the  first 
blufts  near  the  river  they  had  ff)nnd  since  they  left  the  place 
where  the  lowas  had  had  their  village.  Here  tliey  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  one  of  their  men,  Charles  Floyd,  wlio  held 
ill  their  com]  )any  the  position  of  sergeant.  ''He  was  seized 
with  a  billions  colic,  and  all  their  care  and  attention  were  in- 
<iftectual  to  relieve  him."  A  little  before  he  died  he  said 
to  his  companions  :  "  I  am  going  to  leave  you  :  I  want  to 
write  a  letter,'' — but  his  strength  failed  him  belbre  he  ac- 
comphshed  his  wish,  and  he  died  with  a  composure  which 
justified  the  high  opinion  his  companions  liad  formed  of 
his  firmness  and  good  conduct/"  lie  was  buried  on  the  to}) 
of  the  high  bluff  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  the  place  of 
his  burial  was  designated  by  a  cedar  }>ost,  on  which  was  in- 
scribed his  name  and  the  date  of  his  death.    This  place  was 

( 

\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 


14  ANNALS  OF  IOWA.  (JAM;AUV» 

called  Floyd's  Bind,  in  honor  ol  tlic  d»cc:t>c(]  ;  and  al»()iit 
II  lijile  beyond  this  jniint  tli<  r<'  is  a  >ni:ill  rl\'cr,  ::iioiit  tliirtv 
yards  wide,"  wliieli  is  eallcd  MoNd's  rivi  r.  llt  i-<\  in  tliis 
lonely  wildeiMiess,  many  hundred  miles  tVom  hi.-.  )ii'-n«ls,  his 
remains  rested  in  quiet  till  LS.jT,  when  the*  hi;^di  water 
washed  away  the  hlnii:*  so  that  they  were  about  to  tum- 
ble into  the  mnchly  waters  below.  When  ihi.^  inlormalion 
was  ])roii<i:ht  to  the  citizens  of  iSionx  Citv,  u  larire  number  of 
persons  rej^aired  to  the  spot,  secured  his  ren'iains,  and  re- 
iiitefred  tliem,  with  great  ceremony,  within  ahoul  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  their  former  resting  phice,  on  a  lilutf  about  two 
liiindred  feet  high,  wliich  point  commands  a  view  for  many 
miles  of  the  surrounding  coumry  in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and 
Dalv'ota. 

The  party  industriously  pursued  their  journey  U[)  the  ^^i^- 
souvi  till  the  second  of  Xovendjcr,  when  they  sto})])e(l  and 
commenced  building  cabins  to  Avinter  in,  while  tho-e  who 
were  to  return  to  St.  Louis  commenced  building  a  ]>iro(pK' 
for  that  purpose.  On  the  20th  of  Xovember  they  lett  their 
boats  and  moved  into  their  cabins.  These  quarters  they 
called  Fort  ^laudon,  from  the  fact  of  its  being  located  in 

/the  territory  of  the  ]^Iandon  Indians.  They  were  located  on  a 
"point  of  low  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  cover- 
ed with  tall  and  heavy  cottonwood,  in  47°,  21^  47"  of  nortli 
latitude,  at  a  computed  distance,  from  tlie  mouth   of  the 

■Missouri,  of  sixteen  hundred  miles.''  They  remained  at  this 
point  till  the  seventh  of  the  next  xVpril,  when  they  left  their 
quarters,  embarked  in  their  boats,  and  pursued  tlu-ir  journe\ 
up  the  river. 

\  The  party  now  consisted  of  thirty-two  persons.  Ca['rairi 
Lewds,  with  four  men,  started  on  foot  in  advance  of  the  rest 
of  the  party,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  he  eame  to  the  great 
falls  in  the  ?^Iissouri.  "  The  hills,  as  lie  approached,  Avere 
very  difficult  of  ascent,  and  two  hundred  leet  high.  l  )own 
tljiese  he  hurried  with  impatience,  and  seating  himself  oti 
sdme  rocks  under  the  center  of  the  falls,  enjoyed  the  subliine 
spectacle  of  this  stupendous  object,  which  since  the  creation 
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lias  ])ecn  lavishini;-  its  ni:ii!;nif"ic('iicc'  n|)on  lli**  (Ic-cii  iinkiiowii  j 
to  civilization."    "  Tlie  v'wvy  at  tliis  cascade  is  tlm-c  Imn-  [ 
fired  yards  wide.    On  tlic  left  there  is  a  perpendicular  cHH" 
about  one  liundrcid  leet  lii.i;!),  which  extend.^  up  the  -Ireaiu 
it  uiilo.    On  the  riii;lit  the  hliiH'  is  perpendicidar  for  thi^-e 
hundred  yards  al)()ve  the  falls.    For  ninety  or  a  himdi-.-d 
i     feet  from  the  left  elitl"  the  water  falls  in  one  smooth,  ev(  n 
j     sheet,  over  a  i>reei}>ice  at  least  eighty  feet."    The  reniainiu'j-  j 
I     part  of  the  river  the  rocks  break  the  current  of  wae  r,  j 
I     which  forms  a  sj^lendid  spectacle  of  [>erfectly  ^\■]lite  In.'in.  | 
I     From  this  point,  for  miles  al)ove,  there  is  one  continual  se- 
I     ries  of  falls  and  high  blutl's,  the  water  dashing  furiously  o\'er  [ 
I     tlie  rocks,  all  of  which  presents  most  nuigniticent  scc-U'-ry 
[     to  the  observer.  ^, 
I        Here  they  left  the  river,  and  nuide  their  way  by  land  till 
I     they  passed  the  falls,  wlien  they  again  pursued  their  journey 
I     by  water.    Having  ascended  the  river  to  that  point  where 
I     it  w^^s  CAddent  they  must  soon  abandon  their  boats,  and  not 
\  ,  having  recently  met  wdth  any  Indians,  and  feeling  the  ne- 
1    cessity  of  procuring  horses  to  enable  them  to  cross  the 
mountains,  Lewis,  on  the  tenth  of  August,  accompanied  by 
three  men,  left  the  party,  to  proceed  to  the  head-waters  of 
the  river  and  penetrate  the  mountains,  till  tliey  sluutld  tind 
the  Shoshones,  who  resided  in  that  section  of  country.  On 
;    the  next  day  Lewis  discovered    a  man  on  horseback,  at^the 
f    distance  of  two  miles,  coming  down  the  plain  Toward  them," 

hut  he  became  alarmed,  and  tied,  without  their  being  able  to  \ 
converse  with  him.  They  undertook  to  follow  the  Indian,  j 
but  there  coming  on  a  shower  of  rain,  they  hr-t  the  track  and  ; 
abandoned  the  pursuit.  On  the  twelfth  they  found  "  a  large,  | 
plain  Indian  road,"  which  they  ascertained  led  up  the  valley  ; 
of  the  Missouri.  They  followed  this  road  along  the  river,  | 
which  led  for  some  distance  through  a  valley  (in  a  southerly  i 
direction)  two  or  three  miles  wide,  when  it  "  turned  abruptly  \ 
to  the  west  through  a  narrow  bottom  l)etA\  een  the  moun- 
tains." 

The  stream  now  gradually  grows  narrower,  till  at  the  dis- 

t 
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t^iu'c  of  two  mill's  one  ol'  tli(!  inon  <\i)<)(\  with  one  foot  on 
oiicli  side  ol'  tlio  ri\ iiK-t,  and  "ll)ankf(l  (^od  tliat  Iil*  had 
livV'd  to  bcsti'ldr  tlic  Missoiii'i." 

They  pursued  th(.'ii'  mutr  u[»  t h(;  stream,  till  at  the- distance 
of  I'our  miles  froiu  the  al)ruj»t  turn,  they  rcaeljecl  a  small 
gap  belAvecu  tlie  mountains,  from  tlio  foot  of  one  of  whit-li 
*' iisuod  llie  remotest  waters  of  the  Missouri.''  They  liad 
novl'  readied  the  hidden  sr)urees  of  that  river,  whi<-h  had 
ne^\u-  hcfore  been  seen  hy  civilized  man," 

And  as  tliey  sat  down  beside  this  pure  toimtain,  and  sur- 
veyed the  scenery  around  it,  ''tliey  felt  tliemselves  rewarded 
for  all  their  lal)ors  "  and  <litHculties, 

"'They  left  reluctantly  this  iuterestinii:  sjiot,  and  folhnved 
the  Indian  ])ath  "  till  they  arrived  at  the  top  of  a  ridu:e,  from 
wliicli  they  could,  see  high  mountains,  covered  with  sfiow, 
in^  the  distance,  at  the  west.    This  ridge  on  which  they 
stood  formed  the  dividing  line  between  tlie  waters  of  the 
Athantic  and  Pacilic.    They  descended  the  mountains  for 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  they  reached  a  creek  of  elear, 
cold  water  running  to  the  westward.    This  was  the  head- 
Avaters  of  tlie  Columl)ia,  and  was  called  Lewis  river,  after 
/  tlie  name  of  tlie  discoverer. 
/      Early  tlie  next  morning  they  started  again  in  the  Indian 
i    road,  and  after  pursuing  their  journey  four  miles  thev  dis- 
\    covered  a  man  and  two  women  coming  in  the  road  towards 
\  tliem,but  when  they  saw  the  strangers  they  turned  and  lied. 
\  They  pursued  their  course  and  soon  met  another  party.  AVith 
them  tuey  obtained  an  interview,  and  succeeded  in  satisfvincr 
\them  that  they  were  their  friends,  and  the  party  conducted 
them  to  their  village,  where  they  Avere  received  with  great 
kindness.    This  was  the  tirst  time  these  Indians  ever  saw  a 
White  man. 

Lewis  took  with  him  the  chiefs  and  a  laru'e  number  of 
jnen  to  the  point  whore  Clark,  with  the  vest  of  the  men,  had 
{irrived  with  the  boats,  where  they  held  a  council,  and  ob- 
tained from  them  the  requisite  number  of  horses  to  pursue 
their  journey,  and  a  guide. 

{ 
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Oil  r^Oth  of  .Vu,<;'iiHt  they  lc!"t  t  licii-  caiiii.  ' 

BOuri,  sitiiMli't]  :i(  (lie  poinl  \vlicr('  llicy  lia<l  arri\'<'<l  in  iLi-ir 
boats,  iind  started  aci-oss  tlic  iiioiiiitaiiis.  After  .sntr«-riiiL( 
many  trials  aiid  hardships,  on  the  liJih  ol*  X'A'eiiihei-  t];''\- 
arrived  in  I'ull  view  of  tlie  I'aeiiie  ocean.  They  hero  rerh  d 
for  the  winter,  and  formed  th(;ir  camp  on  tlie  north  .si(h;  of 
the  C/oliind)ia,  tln-ee  mi U's  up  Xetul  Creek,  "  in  a  thick 
grove  of  lofty  pines,  a])out  two  hundred  yards  I'rom  the 
water,  and  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  hi<(]i  tide.  At, this 
point  they  remained  till  the  2od  of  the  next  March,  \\h'-n 
they  distributed  among  the  natives  several  jjapers  uivinij:  a 
brief  aceount  of  their  travels,  and  also  posted  up  a  eopv  in 
the  fort,  for  the  purpose,  if  in  case  they  should  be  lo.-^t  on 
their  return,  that  their  discoveries  might  be  kn(jwn  to  ihe 
civiUzed  world.  . 

They  now  took  their  leave  of  the  Pacific  coast  and  made 
their  way  back  across  the  mountains,  and  arrived  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  23d  of  Septeml)er,  180G,  having  been  about 
two  years,  four  months,  and  nine  days,  and  during  this  long 
fatiguing  journey  they  only  lost  one  man  —  Sergeant  Floytl. 

The  explorations  of  Lewis  and  Clark  created  a  stimulus 
among  adventurers  to  explore  the  western  wilderness,  and 
open  up  a  trade  with  the  Lidians.  The  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany formed  at  St.  Louis  in  1808,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Manuel  Lisa,  established  trading  posts  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try, extending  to  the  upper  Missouri,  and  beyond  the  'Kocky 
Mountains  on  the  head  waters  of  Lewis  river,  which  appear 
to  have  been  the  iirst  trading  posts  established  by  white 
men  in  the  country  drained  by  the  Columbia. 

Li  1810,  John  Jacob  Astor,  of  Xew  York,  engaged  in  the 
enterprise  of  the  Pacific  Fur  Company ;  sent  the  ship  Iro- 
quois around  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  another  party  was 
sent  across  the  mountains  to  meet  the  others  at  the  moutli 
of  the  Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  trading'' 
posts  and  opening  up  an  extensive  trade  with  the  Indian-^. 
But  the  ship  Avas  lost,  and  this  effort  did  not  accomplish 
what  it  w^as  supposed  it  would.  / 
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In  till'  win-  wiih  (ircai  liiiiMiu  in   1  s  1  _\  mo.^i  of  tin-  In- 
.  \  .... 
diiiUH  on  llic  IVc^nticr  iiiiih  <l  with  tlit-  I-Iu'^H'hIi,  wliirli  almost 

entiri'ly  intAjrruitlctl  all  iradij  with  llu;  Jmlians  on  the  part 
ol'tlie  United  Slatrs.    Tlic  trade  with  the  Indians  was  rjiiite 

liniilod  till  l.S:^:^,  wli"n  Ashley  made  :i  succcj^st'nl  .  .. 

podition  bej'ond  thr  l^oelvv  Mniintains.  And  in  the 
Roeky  Mountain  Fur  Compaiiy  of  St.  Louis  couinieu'-ed 
regular  trips  to  tln'  waters  of  tlie  Colnmhia  and  Colorado. 
The  jLAincrican  Fur  Comjjany  also  e.Ktmd  'd  th.-ir  trade 
through  the  west,  and  in  IH'^-I  Captain  I^)nevillc  started 
with'  a  ]wty  for  the  mountains,  and  was  ahs^nl  two  ycMrs, 
most  of  the  time  on  the  \\'aters  of  Jjewi>  ri\L'r.  Ahout  lie- 
same  time  iSTathanie]  AVyeth,  with  a  party  of  men,  .-started 
wes^  to  establish  trading  posts,  and  "lie  estaldisliccl  twr) 
post's;''  one  at  Fort  Hall,  near  the  junetion  (')f  tin-  Font- 
neuf  and  Lewis  rivers;  and  the  other  at  Fort  Williams,  on 
Wappatoo  island. 

The  earliest  emio-rations  aeross  the  i)lains  fron^  the  United 
Stjites,  to  make  permanent  settlements  west  of  the  moun- 
tains, was  ill  1882,  but  the  whole  of  the  great  western  coun- 
try, from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Paeilie.  had  heen  exten- 
ffeively  traversed  by  liunters  and  tnulers. 

In    the  fall   of    1834,  three   eompanies  of  (h-agoons 

s  were  stationed  at     Fort  Des  Moines  "  ( Montrose k    At  this 
time  but  little  was  known  of  the  country  'which  comprises 

Uhe  northern  part  of  Iowa.  To  learn  of  this  country,  by 
;the  directions  of  the  l'nit?d  States  government,  one  of  these 
companies,  undn-  the  command  of  Captain  Xathaniel  Boone, 
was  sent  on  an  exploring  expediticm  ot'  the  country  up  the 
Des  Moiiies  river.  They  srarteil  from  the  fort  on  the  6th 
of  June,  1835,  and  pursued  their  journey  up  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  Des  AToines  an*!  Skunk  ri\'ers  till  the 
2i2nd,  when  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boone 
river.  At  this  place  they  left  the  Pes  Moines  valley,  and 
took  a  northeast  course,  and  on  the  4tli  of  July  they 
reached  Trout  river,  a  small  stream  tlowing  into  the  Em- 
baVras  river,  not  far  froi^.i  th.e  waters  of  the  Mississippi. 

) 
} 
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They  H\>v.nt  tlircc  (hiys  on  tlii.s  river,  and  then  look  ii  soiiUi- 
east  eour.se,  and  on  th(;  7th,  .struck  the  Mis.^is.si ppi  in 
iibout  hititude  Ibrly-l'our,  at  a  point  whcj-c  \\^iha.->h;i,  tli.- 
head  eliiei'  of  the  Sioux,  at  that  time  liad  his  vilhiL(»*.  '  A 
short  distiinee  below  tliis  vina<^e  they  nia(K?  an  encanij>rn'.  nt, 
where  tliey  remained  till  the  20tli.  Fi-oni  this  oneainp- 
meiit  they  took  a  southwest  (;()urse  till  the  -!2nd,  wlien 
they  struck  their  outward  path  and  ])ursued  it  till ^ the 
next  da}^,  and  crossed  Root  river  at  the  same  })lace  tliey  had 
before;  and  now  tliey  followed  the  dividinij^  rid«^e  between 
this  river  and  the  u})})er  Iowa,  ])ursuin<^  nearly  a  west  couj-se 
tin  they  crossed  the  iipjicr  waters  of  the  lower  Iowa,  w]iei-e 
they  found  the  water  four  and  a  half  feet  dee]),  and  f^iiy 
yards  wide.  They  then  traveled  a  little  west  of  south  till 
they  struck  the  northern  extremity  of  Fox  (Albert  L/'a) 
lake;  thence  in  a  westerly  direction  till  they  were  between 
the  head-waters  of  the  Blue  Earth  river  and  the  Sandy  or 
east  branch  of  the  upper  Des  ^loines,  near  the  northern  line 
of  the  state,  where,  on  the  30th  of  Au;2:ust,  near  eve- 
ning, they  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  Sioux  Indians  and  a 
brisk  fight  ensued.  \ 

This  encounter  seems  to  have  changed  their  intended 
course,  and  caused  them  to  hasten  from  this  locality  as  fast 
as  they  could,  and  from  this  point  they  turned  ;m  almost  due 
south  course,  and  crossed  over  to  the  west  side  of  the  Des 
Moines,  and  by  forced  marches  reached  the  Raccoon  Forks 
of  the  Des  Moines  on  the  eighth  of  August,  where  they 
camped  a  short  distance  up  Coon  river  and  rested  for  one 
day.  On  the  14th  they  were  at  Appanoose's  village, 
then  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  near  Oltumwa, 
which  then  contained  three  hundred  and  tifiy  persons.  On 
the  10th,  they  crossed  over  the  Des  Moines  and  campe.l 
near  where  the  town  of  lowaville  was  subse([uently  laid  our. 
at  which  point  there  was  a  village  of  Keokuk's  band  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  Indians. 

The  next  day  they  struck  their  southward,  track,  and  luir- 
sued  it  back  to  Fort  Des  Moines. 

( 
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\V\\o  iU'(|irii"iiiL!:,  iii  IS'):J,  fVom  I  lie  liiili:!ii.s  hiri^c  tiM'-tn  of 
laiid  ill  iioi-lliciii  Illiiini-  ;iii<l  Iowa  :ilt rart.-d  particular  at- 
tention to  west,  and  tlio  country  )»ui-cliascd  IVoni  tlj«.- 
Indians  rapidly  setth.'d  up. 

I|i  1834  a  party  wont  across  tli'>  plain-  in  company  with 
Wyotli,  who  was  thou  aotin^^  as  the  aL-'cnt  oi'  the  lioston 
Fishini;  and  Trading  Conij»any,  which  was  under  the  diroc- 
tionyof  the  Rev.  Jason  Leo  and  David  Lee,  wh^)  estahlisliud 
a  missionary  station  among  the  Callahpoewalis  (Flat heads) 
Indians  on  the  Willamette  river,  about  sixty  miles  from  its 
discharge  into  the  Coluiul;ia. 

J^son  Lee  made  a  visit  to  the  states,  and  in  returned 
again  to  Oregon  with  a  party  of  fifty  persons.  From  this 
time  on  tlie  country  purchased  from  France  by  the  United 
States  attracted  much  attention  tln'onghout  the  states,  and 
emigration  flowed  rapidl}^  to  the  west.  In  1840,  1841,  and 
1842,  large  numbers  crossed  the  plains  with  pack-jnnlos  for 
the  purpose  of  making  settlements  west  of  the  mountains. 

/In  1843   quite   a  number   of  families   left  Missouri, 
Crossing  the  river  at  St.  Joseph,  a  large  number  of  which 
-were  from  Iowa,  with  wagons  and  cattle,  and  succeeded  in 
'  getting  their  wagons  to  AYalla  AN^alla,  Avhere  there  was  a 
missionary  station  established ;  here  they  disposed  of  their 
wagons,  and  "packed  from  there  into  the  valley,  a  distance 
\  of  about  five  hundred  miles." 

\  In  1844  there  was  a  hirge  emigration  west,  which  went 
;  up  the  Platte  river,  and  pursuing  a  more  southern  route, 
;found  a  way  across  the  mountains  by  which  they  traveled 
'to  the  end  of  their  journey  with  their  wagons. 
'•  The  lands  purchased  from  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  which  was 
thrown  open  for  settlement  in  1843,  brought  a  large  emi- 
gration to  Iowa,  and  much  interest  was  taken  in  exploring 
and  finding  out  the  resources  and  wealth  of  this  state. 
'  In  the  summer  of  1848,  A.  Eandal,  who  was  detailed  by 
I)r.  D.  D.  Owens,  of  the  United  States  geological  corps,  ac- 
companied by  M.  Dagger  of  Iowa,  undertook  to  make  a 
geplogical  survey  of  the  Des  Moines  valley.    They  started 
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from  Kcol^iik  on  ilicir  cxplori no-  t,,iir  in  Jimh',  uu<\  iii:m|.  ;i 
careful  examination  of  its  l)()l;inical,  a,i(ri(,Milt ural,  a»i'l  min- 
eral resoun^cs.  When  tlu;y  had  reached  "  the  Clianjnrhkop 
river,  a  tributary  of  iIk;  St.  Petor'.s,"  thoy  encount'-rcd  a 
liirgc  party  of  the  Sissitoug  Sioux  Ind.i;nis,  wlx,  rohhcd  th-  ni 
of  their  horses,  provisions,  and  eviMTthiuLC  tliey  had,  fxci  pt 
their  papers  and  colleotions,  and  ])roke  to  pieces  their  in- 
struments, an<l  then  ordered  them  to  leave  their  counlrv ; 
and  they  would  probably  have  perished  in  this  wildornoss 
country  had  they  not,  "on  tlie  evening  of  the  same  day, 
met  a  camp  of  Fox  Indians,"  from  whom  they  obtained  a 
supply  of  provisions,  and  a  pony,  which  assisted  them  in 
packing  what  little  had  not  been  taken  from  tliem.  Afier 
being  robl^ed  they  abandoned  further  explorations,  Mnd 
made  their  way  as  best  they  could  for  the  settlements,  ;.:id 
after  a  journey  of  nine  days,  nearly  exhausted,  they  arri\  ed 
at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

The  report  of  tlieir  travels  Avas  published,  in  which  they 
spoke  "  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  country  "  through  which 
they  went,  "  for  l)eauty,  agricultund  capacity,  and  mineral 
resources."  They  represented  that  "  for  two  hundred  miles 
on  the  Des  Aloines,  coal,  gypsum,  forming  cliffs  for  miles; 
limestone,  suitable  for  lime;  clay,  suitable  for  brick;  rock, 
suitable  for  polishing,  for  grindstones,  whetstones,  and  for 
building  purposes,  of  superior  quality,"  were  found  in' abun- 
dance. 

These  favorable  reports  were  extensively  circulated,  and 
caused  large  numbers  to  seek  homes  in  the  newly  acquired 
territory. 
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TT^DITOlv  OF  Til  E  Annals  ofIuwa  : — P>y  the  ]).)lilcno><H  of 
L'J  our  niiitiial  IVieiid,  Ti-of.  T.  S.  I'ai-vln,  my  att.-iilloii 
was  called  to  an  article  by  Hon.  Hawkins  'J'aylor,  in  tin-  Octo- 
ber'nnmber  of  tlie  Annals,  pai^a*  708,  wliicli  rullects  disc-rtMl- 
it  oji  the  cliaracter  of  ITon.  S.  ().  Hastings,  ^riie  article  con- 
tains some  errors  which  I  niio-ht  correct,  but  the  object  of 
this  communication  is  chiefly  to  call  in  question  the  propri- 
ety of  Mr.  Taylor,  or  our  Annals,  in  publishing  such  disre- 
spectful pieces,  reflecting  severely  u])on  the  character  of  our 
eminent  men  and  pioneer  settlers. 

That  Judge  Hastings  took  a  very  conspicuous  part  in  pol- 
ities in  the  early  history  of  the  territory,  or  state,  is  true  ; 
and  that  he  drank  whisky,  and  used  profane  language,  is 
also  true.  Is  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  Annals  correcting  all 
these  evils?  If  so,  you  have  a  oTcat  undertakinii:. 
'  He  is  charged  by  Mr.  Taylor  with  being  a  Unvyer  for  the 
Criminals.  What  of  it  ?  What  criminal  is  without  a  lawyer  ? 
or  what  lawyer  declines  to  serve  in  that  capacity  ?  Hastings 
got  bail  for  the  criminals,  and  Mr.  Taylor  says :  Has- 
tings, the  bail,  and  the  two  horse  thieves  left  on  the  next 
steamboat,  and  neither  the  thieves,  bail,  nor  attorney  had 
been  heard  of  in  Dubuque  thereafter,  until  he  met  Hastings 
as  a  member  of  the  legislature."  That  legislature  met  in 
.Burlington.  "  Expressionless  countenance  I  "  Xo  man  ever 
walked  our  fair  state  with  a  more  ex]n'essivt'  countenance, 
or  a  nobler  looking  specimen  of  a  man,  than  the  subject  of 
our  remark.  As  a  political  leader  of  the  DouK^cratic  party 
in  this  county,  and.  in  the  territory  and  state,  very  few  men 
acted  with  better  judgment  and  profound  statesmanlike  wis- 
dom. I  well  remember  that  Hon.  Edw.  Johnson,  of  Fort 
Madison,  told  me  wlien  I,  as  a  Whig,  was  trying  to  berate 
some  of  Hastings's  acts:  "I  underrated  the  talent  and  inilu- 
ence  of  our  representative, —  that  no  man  in  our  leo-islature 
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lijid  more  iiilluciicc  or  tiilml  lliaii  Mi-.  Ilastini^s."  Xor  lia^ 
Mr.  Taylor  poiiiliMl  out  a  sinLi-lc  di-lioncst  net  in  Judge  Has- 
tings,  lie  lias  loft  in  M iiscatinit  connty  an  nn))lfinislM;d 
character  for  IriUli,  veracily,  and  honesty.  In  proof  rjf  t) 
estimation  and  conlidencc  tin*  pooplo  put  m  liini,  in  il.  • 
twelve  years  he  lived  here  hu  was  twice  elected  to  the  hou 
ill  oiir  legislature,  once  s})eaker  of  the  liouse,  once  to  ilu; 
state  senate,  once  to  congress,  a])pointL;d  Ijy  the  governor 
a  judge  oil  the  au[)renie  hench.  Jn  all  these  oilices  of  tni-t 
he  discharged  his  oilicial  duties  with  ahility  and  tideliiy. 
iNor  should  he  who  seeks  professional  practice,  gold,  an<l 
lands  ill  CaUfornia,  in  all  of  which  Judge  Hastings  was  emi- 
nently  successful,  he  considered  less  patriotic  than  he  who 
•  seeks  a  clerkship  in  A\^ashingtoii.  ^ 

SuEL  Foster. 


MONETAH.— A  Legend  of  Spirit  Lake. 


BY  SAMUEL  B.   EVANS,  OTTUMWA,  IOWA. 


THE  eool,  fresh  wind,  from  the  prairies, 
Was  ruffling  the  hosom  of  the  crystal  lake ; 
The  early  frost  had  kissed  the  oak  leaves, 
And  they  hlushed  the  hue  of  an  Indian  maid; 
The  smoke  of  the  camp  fires  of  hunters 
Doomed  to  wander  forever  on  the  earth, 
Was  cloudino;,  in  niistv  covering:, 
Tlie  hill-tops  and  the  tim])er  by  the  brook. 

A  war  tribe  of  the  chiel^  ]\rultnomah, 
lias  gathered  by  the  lake  side  a  moon  ago, 
And  THEIR  camp  fires  were  l)urning  brightly. 
And  old  men  had  told  of  the  latest  wonder, 
Tlie  story  wliich  had  come  from  the  east. 
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^  ITow  that  wlu'iH'  tii»'  Sun  fomcs  out  oftlic  Water, 
^  -  .  .... 
Big  canoes  witli  their  white  wings  outspread. 

Had  come  to  the  shore  with  wliite  men  and  fire  lliat  talLs. 

Those  were  stories  lor  old  men  and  hoys, 

Wlien  tlje  chase  was  over  with  and  l)ig  shadow.s  fell, 

Wlien  tlie  huil'alo  hiimj)  was  eaten, 

!And  the  juicy  antelojie  hroiled  on  the  coals; 

But  stories  were  tokl  in  the  shadows, 

Far  BW^eeter  to  hear  in  tlie  ears  of  a  maid. 

) 

A  tall  young  Sioux,  who  had  slipjied  the  sentry, 
"Was  telling  his  tale  to  Multnomah's  child  ; 
She  had  loved  him  since  early  summer, 
Wlieu  he  came  w^itli  the  hawk-skin  hearing  a  hribe, 
DHbring  the  bear  grounds  on  the  river 
^For  this  beautiful  land  on  the  Lake  of  the  Deer  — ; 
;  Multnouiah  had  scorned  bribe  and  bearer, 
j  He  hated  the  Sioux  from  pappoose  u[)  to  the  chief. 

i   The  nie^ht  dark —  not  a  moonbeam  dancini^ 
'    Over  the  wavelets  on  that  marvelous  lake  ; 
^     The  lovers  wandered  near  its  border, 

Talking  softly  and  low,  scarce  breathing  their  joy, 
When  a  leaf  rustled  behind  them; 
The  Sioux  turned  —  too  late!  the  toinahawk  fell  I 
'  Twas  buried  in  the  crest  of  the  lover  : 
Multnomah  stood  over  him  !  —  Monetah  tied  ! 

Thc}'  saw  her  no  more  on  the  border, 
i,      But  the  legend  is  still  heard  in  the  camp, 
?     That  often  as  yet  in  the  autumn, 

"When  the  sliadoAvs  are  thickest  and  the  moon  is  hid, 
*     A  voice  is  heard  out  in  the  water 

Of  this  beautiful,  marvelous,  crystal  lake. 

And  the  smoke  from  mystic  camp  lires 
,     Wreathes  above  it  in  w^ondertiil  forms  at  night. 


} 
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EARLY  MEN  AND  EARLY  DAYS  RECALLED. 


BY   HAWKINS  TAYLOR,   WASH  I.\(;Tu.\  ,    l>.  C. 


IIIAVK  Ix'CMi  LH-catly  (lisai>j)()intc(l  at  not  Lrt'tliuLC  a  '-"I'V 
ol'  tlie  Journal  oftlic  lirst  Iowa  Lci^^islalure  that  1  miirlit 
be  able  to  write'  up  that  session  for  tlie  benefit  of  tlio  le^i.s- 
latiire  now  Just  meet  in*:;.  It  ini<i;ht  liavo  done  tlicini^oocL  But 
I  fail  to  get  tlie  Journal.  If  any  man  in  Iowa  will  send  me  a 
copy  of  that  Journal  I  will  agree  to  furnisli  liim  a  set  of 
(Jongrcsslonal  Globes  —  eleven  volumes,  and  averaging  more 
tban  iive  thousand  pages  eaeh. 

I  Avonder  that  a  Xegus  or  some  other  lawyer  of  the  "  Old 
Settlers"  does  not  give  the  list  and  "  items  "  of  tlie  bar  of 
the  days  of  its  mincn-ity  as  a  territoiy.  It  eertainly  should 
be  done,  and  when  done  I  am  greatly  mistaken  il'  it  is  not 
shown  that  while  the  state  has  outstripped  all  of  the  other 
states  in  almost  all  else,  so  far  as  the  bar  of  the  state  is 
concerned,  as  a  wdiole  it  is  not  up  to  what  it  was  during  the 
territorial  days,  in  legal  al)ility  or  brilliancy  of  intellect.  I 
confess  to  a  wonderful  haidcering''  for  the  Old  Settlers. 
In  Lee  county  there  were  Judges  P^no,  Viele,  Held.  John- 
ston, Rich  and  Runes,  Daniel  F.  Miller,  George  JL  Williams, 
now  Attorney  General,  Judge  Beck,  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  Espy.  In  J^urlington,  Grimes  and  Starr,  I)a\^d  Rorer, 
Phelps,  Milton  F.  Browning  J.  G.  Hall,  now  living  in  that 
city ;  then  J.  C.  Breekenridge,  since  vice-president  and  can- 
didate for  president  of  the  United  States,  and  rebel  general, 
and  his  partner,  lUiUock.  ITugins,  and  Mills,  men  of  great 
brilliancy.  Mills  was  killed  in  the  charge  on  the  City  of 
Mexico,  during  the  Mexican  war.  Francis  S.  Keys,  Jr., 
afterwards  killed  by  Sickles;  Boody,  now  a  num  of  po>ition 
in  California;  J.  II.  Claymud,  brilliant,  but  ruinedhimselfby 
dissipation,  is  no^V  dead ;  H.  \^  .  Starr,  dudge  Stockton, 
Judge  Mason,,  who  was  then  on  the  bencdi.  Springer  and 
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Tliui\st()n,;it  \\'ai)cll(),  W'li-lit  1 dl  an.l  (  'mw  l^,-.-,, 

Capt.  Hall,  (Justus  ('.  Ihill,  iind  pr«  .l):il)ly  ol  |j<'i>  tlint  liii^clit 
be  nunied  in  tln-sc  tlircc  counties.  1  do  not  tliink  tln-y 
could  be  dnjdicatod  now  in  the  same  counties,  tiot witlist:ind- 
ino-  tlie  presont  high  standing  ol"  the  present  har  of  these 
counties. 

The  first  two  lawyers  in  Fort  Madison  were  I'liiliji  X'iele 
and  Ilenrv  Kno,  hoth  from  the  State  of  Xew  York,  tin-  orn.' 
from  the  City  of  Troy,  the  other  from  Xew  ^'ork  City,  hoth 
men  of  ability,  but  in  nnumers  vi^ry  different.  Judge  \'ielc 
never  had  a  peer  in  polished  i)oiitenesH,  while  Judge  F.no 
was  rather  retiring  and  austere  in  nnuiner —  always  a  grrat 
fovorite  with  those  who  knew  him  best.  It  was  said  that 
he  dissipated  badly  before  he  left  Xew  York,  but  was  strict- 
ly temperate,  with  few  exceptions,  in  Iowa.  IFe,  many 
years  since,  removed  to  California,  and  was  at  one  time  can- 
didate for  Lieut.  Governor,  but  was  on  the  ticket  that  was 
defeated.  While  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature,  in  the 
winter  of  1838-9,  Judge  Eno  sent  me  the  following  draft  of 
memorial : — 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  Cone/ress  Assembled  :  —  The  memorial  of  the  C\)un- 
cil  and  House  of  I\epresentatives  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
in  General  Asscml)ly  met,  most  respectfully  represents  — 

That  they  are  desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  the 
town  of  Fort  Madison,  on  the  Mississi])pi  river,  by  the  way 
of  the  town  of  West  Point  to  the  Indian  boundary  line  at 
or  near  where  it  crosses  the  Des  Moines  river,  a  distance  of 
about  sixty -live  miles. 

^'  The  country  through  which  it  would  pass  being  alternate 
prairie  and  woodland,  afibrds,  from  the  make  of  the  ground, 
an  opportunity  of  constructing  a  railroad  at  but  a  very 
trilling  expense  compared  with  many  in  dilierent  parts  of 
the  XJnited  States,  or  with  the  good  that  would  re>ult  from 
it. 
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Its  oToiil  value  and  iiiij.oj-liiiKM'  to  ih.-  <-(Mintr\  throiiLrli 
wliicli  it  would  j)ass  is  dri'incd  uiiiMMM'Ssary  to  drtail  at 
leiiij^tli.  Il  would  allord  a  (•Ikiiiik  I  tliroiii^li  wliicli  the  pro- 
ducts of  tho  iuduslry  of  an  cnlcrprisiuLr,  hardy,  and  numer- 
ous population  would  l)e  slmiI  to  (he  Mis>i>sij.pi.  It  would 
enhance  value  ol'  the  lands  throui^h  which  it  woidd  run,  and 
aflbrd  a  ([uiidc  and  ready  eoinniunieation  o\'er  a  ferlih*  (-(Min- 
try  thr()U«;-h  which  there  are  now  no  <^^ood  roads,  it  would 
give  additional  value  to  government  lands,  as  its  eourse 
must  he  tlirougli  several  large  praii-ies  which  will  not  he 
otherwise  settled  for  many  years;  and  taking  into  considri-- 
ation  the  enliauced  value  of  govei-nnient  lands,  and  the 
growing  value  of  tliose  lands  wliicli  at  i)resent  are  of  no 
value,  tlie  constructing  of  the  railroad  ])rayed  for  woidd  sul)- 
tract  little  or  nothing  from  the  revenues  of  tlie  <i:eneral  'gov- 
ernment. 

"But,  aside  from  the  great  and  manifest  utility  to  the  whole 
country  through  which  the  road  would  ]!)ass,  your  memori- 
alists deem  it  of  paramouut  importauee  to  provide  in  time 
of  peace  for  the  safety  and  defense  of  the  thousands  of 
Amcricau  citizeus  who  are  now  residing  in  a  land  conticcu- 
ous  to  large  and  numerous  hodies  of  Indians. 

"  As  a  military  road  hy  means  of  which  soldiers,  provisions, 
and  munitions  of  war  could  he  sent  from  the  Mississi^ipi 
river  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  to  a  section  of  country  lying  on  the  Des  Moines 
river,  where,  in  all  prohal)ility,  they  may  he  needed,  the 
great  importance  of  the  road  will  he  manifest  to  the  most 
superficial  observer.  It  would  facilitate  the  sup])lying  and 
relief  of  a  military  post  now  erecting  hy  government  at  or 
near  the  Eaccoon  Forks  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  would 
contribute  materially  in  keeping  the  Indians  in  awe,  and  se- 
curing the  peace  and  tranquility  of  our  frontier.  Your 
memorialists,  therefore,  pray  for  the  appointment  of  an  en- 
gineer to  survey  tlie  al)Ove  route,  and  for  sueh  a  donation  of 
public  land  as  will  enable  the  Territtvry  of  Iowa  to  complete 
the  work." 

I  think  it  is  worth  preserving. 


2^  ANNAI.S   <»l     low  \.  [jANt  Ain, 

Thclliird  lawyer  was  Allied  Kit«  li,  the  hriLditcst  iiiU'lh-ct 
tliat  1  think  1  ever  mcl.  His  liisloi-y  is  tliat  nt*  sa<lin->s,  and 
one  tliat  J  dislike  to  contemplate,  and  never  do  s;o  willmuf 
deep  sorrow.  Wo  were  ahonl  the  same  a«re,  liotli  iVom 
Kentucky,  both  Whim's,  and  deN-otcd  personal  friends,  Pioh- 
ably  to  no  living  man  did  he  ever  more  eompletel v  uidxi-^. •m 
himself  tlian  tome.  I  loved  him,  and  faiil\  w  oiv-hijM-d  hi-, 
ability.  Rich  s})rani(  from  a  poor  and  oh^-nre  jamilv,  htit 
fell  in  the  way,  when  a  boy,  of  the  irifted  but  dissipated  \V . 
W.  Southworth,  at  one  time  in  Coniri-ess,  from  Covinirton, 
Kentucky.      With  liim,  studied  law,  and  durini^  the 

time  gained  the  ati'ections  of  the  accom[)lished  ;md  onl\- 
daugbter  of  an  ignorant  hunU'd  rich  man  who  would  noi 
give  bis  consent  to  the  match,  because  of  the  })overty  of 
Eicb.  Kieb  assured  the  fathei-  that  if  be  would  give  him  his 
daugbter  be  would  live  and  work  to  give  her  daughter 
a  position  worthy  of  the  iather's  wealth  and  the  daughter's 
merits.  The  old  man  tauntingly  told  him, Go  to  Congress, 
and  you  may  have  my  daughter."  Tbe  girl  was  ready  to 
surrender  ber  father  and  her  fortune,  but  Kicb  said,  *' Xo, 
I  w'ill  go  to  Congress  and  then  claim  you.''  liicb  went  to 
Texas  but  be  met  there  a  class  of  men  that  he  could  have 
no  sympathy  with,  and  started  back  to  Kentucky,  but  the 
steamboat  froze  u])  near  Shawneetown,  111.,  when  Kicb  deter- 
mined to  go  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  started  on  foot  with 
less  than  live  dollars  in  liis  pocket,  ^^^len  be  got  to  Eijual- 
ity,  tbe  home  of  the  gifted  Jetf.  (-iatewood,  who,  like  so 
many  of  tbe  noblemen  of  Illinois,  killed  himself  by  drink, 
he  went  into  a  grocery  to  buy  some  cheese  and  crackers  for 
his  dinner.  Gatewood  and  several  others  of  his  chums  hap.- 
pened  to  be  in  tbe  room,  drinking.  Rich  rested  while  be 
ate  liis  cheese  and  crackers,  when  be  started.  When  be 
started,  Gatewood  followed  and  went  witli  him  more  than 
two  miles,  trying  to  iind  out  who  be  's^■as  and  what  he  want- 
ed, and  oifering  him  any  assistance  that  he  needed  in  any 
w^ay.  Rich  would  not  tell  bim  bis  naiiie  nor  calling.  Poor, 
noble  Gatewood  saw  gifted  poverty  and  distress  and  wanted 
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to  ir'we  ri'lii'f,  Ivich  was  loo  jiroiid  lo  acrejit  ji^.si.-^iancL-. 
In  the  iiiiddir  ol*  tliu  winter  Jvidi  ^oi  lo  Vovi  Madison,  and 
j)ut  up  atM  rs.  ICrupp's  tavei-n  —  liis  Jast  penny  t^one,  and 
he  oiw  (lay's  jouiMU'y  IVoin  liis  place  ol"  destination.  In 
the  niornini!,-,  too  j»roud  to  aeknowledi^e  his  poverty,  lie  in- 
quired ibr  work,  and  took  a  contract  to  sj»lit  rails.  Ji»-  had 
no  lit  eluthini;-  for  that  climate  at  that  season  ol'  tiie  year, 
and  was  sulKei'Ini;'  I'roni  a<^nie  and  I'ever,  eonti*acted  in  jhe 
south.  ]Ie  made  a  lew  hundred  rails,  hut  some  friends  look 
an  interest  and  got  him  a  little  sehool,  wliere  lie  had  heen 
teaehiug  a  few  weeks  when  a  desperate  rough,  an  ai'tich- 
very  eojuinon  at  that  time  along  the  rapids,  was  arrested 
at  Montrose,  for  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  and 
brought  to  Fort  Madison  lor  trial.  Both  the  Fort  Madison 
law^yers  were  out  of  town  and  the  prosecutors  brought  with 
them  their  lawyer  —  Henry  Austin,  now  of  iV'oi'ia,  111.  The 
defendant  and  his  friends  were  in  great  tribulation  for  a  law- 
yer. At  dinner,  Kieli  heard  of  their  trouble,  and  (quietly 
said  he  would  defend  him.  That  was  the  first  intimation 
tliat  lie  was  a  lawyer.  At  the  trial  he  made  a  most  brilliant 
and  sueeessfid  defense,  creating  a  perfect  furore  in  his  be- 
half. At  that  time  Fort  Madison  nuide  large  })retentions  to 
be  the  leading  town  in  the  territory,  and  there  was  tlien 
from  twenty  to  thirty  of  the  most  faseinating,  ]>olislied  gen- 
tlemen living  there  that  I  ever  knew,  most  of  thenr  Ken- 
tuekians,  the  others  Itoui  Philadelphia.  At  the  head  of  this 
set  was  Gen.  J.  Brown.  Among  tlie  number  were  Dr.  Mor- 
ris, of  Philadel[)hia,  a  near  descendant  of  the  great  tijumeier 
of  tliat  name,  and  Col.  J.  A.  Clark.  Almost  all  of  these 
gifted  men  now  fill  drunkard's  graves.  Why  does  God  let 
men  live  to  nuike  and  sell  liquor':'  This  brilliant  set  of  men 
took  possession  of  Kich  at  onee,  after  this  speech  —  a  set  of 
men  that  few  young  men  escaped  safely,  and  ])Oor,  gifted 
Kieh  was  not  an  exception.  In  ]8o9  Kieh  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  l)y  a  large  nuijority,  and  in  1840  he  was  nomina- 
ted as  the  Whig  caiididate  for  delegate  to  Congress.  He 
made  a  noble  fight  and  ran  several  liundi-ed  votes  ahead  of 
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tl)C  l)arty,  l)iit  was  Ix-atcn  \>y  ({en.  A.       Dc.d.j-c,  \,y  all  mlds 
the  most  popular  man  a1    that  day  of  his  parfv.  l)\\v\uir 
Kich's  canvass  a  rathci-  ainiisiiiL--  incident  or,-iirn-d  in  drffcr- 
8011  county,  ii  lar^X'  part  of  which  was  then  Indian  territory. 
])iclv  Quinton  lived  on  the  Indian  ])or(h'r,  on  Walnut  creek  ; 
he  had  a  laru'c  lield  of  corn,  hut  no  fmcc,  excc|.i  a  park  of 
dogs.     Asl^iclirode  uj.,  tlie  do<ix  attackt-d  him,  hut  hhk 
acted  as  })eace-inakor.     Ki(di  in(iuii-c-d  the  news.  .  I)i.  kdid 
not  know  Ricli's  name,  hut  dir»"ctly  cominencrd  (h-iK ,un<  inir 
the  Whig  candidate.    AVhen  he  got  through,  Kirh  iinptir.  d 
wliere  ho  got  all  the  information  just  communicated.    ])i'  k 
said  that  he  got  it  from  the  /hn-H/tf/fon  Gffzrffr.      Rich  >aid, 
A  trulhlul  ])aper,"  and  rode  off  without  telling  hi>  name. 
He  did  not  get  Dick's  vote.    This  defeat  had  a  powerful  ef- 
fect upon  him.    Tt  leftliim  })0()rcr  than  wlien  he  commenced 
tlie  canvass,  altliough  he  was  then  [loor  enough  ;  hut  it  seem- 
ed to  leave  him  ]ioi)eless.    He  showed  nie  many  letters  from 
the  young  lady  to  whom  he  was  engaged,  urging  their  mar. 
riage,  and  getting  the  father's  consent  afterward.     If  the 
father  luid  l)een  poor  Eich  would  liave   gladly  acceded 
to  the  terms,  hut  the  fatlier  was  a  rich,  purse-proud  man, 
and  poor  Rich  had  not  a  single  quality  calculated  to  save 
money.    He  was  the  poor  man's  friend.    Xo  client  had  to 
.go  witliont  a  defense  in  court,  hecanse  of  his  poverty,  when 
Rich  was  at  hand.     He  rarely  collected  a  fee  uidess  vol- 
untarily paid.    Xo  man  ever  knew  him  to  do  an  unmanly 
or  mean  thing.    He  was  in  all  things  honor  itself    He  was 
naturally  despondent  and  his  unfortunate  }iosition  increased 
that  despondency,  which  tended  to  make  him  join  his  com- 
panions in  a  night  to  kill  time.     This  naturally  wore  upon 
a  constitution  naturally  delicate,  until  consum})tion  ended 
his  days  in  early  s}uing  of  1842.     Thus  ended  one  of  the 
noblest  and  hrightest  intellects  of  the  Early  Settlers  of  Towa- 
A  noble  spirit  and  sad  ending.    Of  all  his  brilliant  "  set, 
few  now  live,  and  all  that  do  have  left  the  state.  General 
Brown,  the  liead  of  the  party,  lias  time  and  time  again,  with 
tears  rolling  down  liis  cliecks,  condemned  himself  for  his 
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worse  tliaii  wnslc'd  lilo  ill  l)ciiio-  llu-  riiiii  oi'  Iii-  noMcrit 
and  best  IVicnds.  He  truly  s;iid  lli:it  j'.  w  yoiiHL'' nH  ii  ever 
est'iijicd  liis  frii'iidsliip.  In  these  moods  In-  would,  in  tlif 
most,  toueliini;' and  nieltinu'  luaiiner  say  tliat  the  only  unpar- 
dona))le  oll'enee  thjit  he  liad  eonnnitt<'(l  was  the  dc-1  ru<  tion 
of  his  I'riends  —  liis  nohle,  trustiiiLT,  irenemus  tVi«  inl.-.  Jn 
later  years  he  would  say,  eouiitini^  tliem  over,  score  ujion 
Bcore,  windini;;  up  in  tlie  very  deptlis  of  despair,  " 'J'hcy 
are  all  gone,  icoii^' ;  1  ^till  left."  Jle  is  now  ironi'  loo. 
All  gone.  AV here  are  they  now?  If  they  are  in.t  in  the 
good  land,  where  is  the  whisl^y  maker  and  \vhi>ky  sel- 
ler who  ruined  them  and  millions  upon  millicms  hesides  ? 
The  legislators  who  make  laws  to  punish  erime,  hut  make 
laws  to  protect  the  man  who  promotes  erime,  where  arc 
they? 


EEOOLLEOTIONS  OP  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OP  NOETH- 
WESTEKN  IOWA. 


BY  N.  LEVERING,  GREENWOOD,  MO. 


(Continued  from  page  T08,  volume  9.) 

THE  "  little  unpleasantness  "  with  the  Lo  family,  "  at 
Correetionville,  spread  as  if  on  the  wings  ot'  the  wind. 
The  whole  country  for  miles  around  was  in  a  hlaze  of  ex- 
citement. The  guards  especially,  were  burning  to  emulate 
the  deeds  of  fallen  heroes.  They  suielt  the  hattle  afaroftV 
The  news  spread  rapidl}'  —  like  a  snoAvhall  rolling  down  the 
mountain's  side,  the  farther  it  rolls  the  more  it  accumulates. 
The  most  exaggerated  reports  of  the  atiair  were  soon  after 
read  in  the  New  York  journals.  The  risibles  of  the  guards 
were  uncontrollahle  when  they  read  these  reports,  to  see  how 
easy  it  was  to  become  a  hero. 
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Wlicn  tlio  n'])ort  r('aclic<l  (  in,  ot'C-.uiiril  niull'-.. 

lie  iiiimcdinti^ly  di^i.at.  lir.l  t<.  (.iii-  relief  ;i  coinj.miv  of 
"mounted  niiiiute  men/'  IV.. m  .Mill>  eouniv,  under  eoni- 
mand  ol'  ']'ul)s,  who  made  a  jni-eed  mardi.  and  v:>  i>- 

mon  on  the  ground,  ready  to  co-ojiei-ate  with  the  Lfuwrd.-  in 
affording  protection  to  the  setth'rs.  'j'he  guards  and  <-iti- 
zens  of  Sioux  City  gave  ('apt.  Tuhs  and  eoinpunv  a  heart\ 
welcome.  Ca))t.  Tuhs  was  a  line  lor>king  otlici«r,  and  an  ex- 
cellent  disci))linarian.  lUs  company  \va<  made  uj)  of  MilU 
county's  ])est  citizens,  among  whom  wa^  1).  Sol<»nion,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  (Jlenwood,  several  (h)et(.rs  and  minis- 
ters of  the  gos})el,  whose  munes  I.  now  liave  forgotten.  Thi-v 
responded  to  the  order  to  relieve  us  of  our  sni>pr»>ed  (hinir«r, 
like  true  patriots  and  brave  men.  s:ieritic-ing  iheir  personal 
interests  and  eomlbrt  of  their  families.  On  their  arrival 
(July  5th)  tliey  were  agreeably  sur[>rised  to  tind  the  -moke 
of  battle  cleared  away  and  the  bravi'  guards  trampiilly 
posing  on  their  arms,  with  an  inordinate  appetiti'  t'or  A///ct, 
Avhich  was  a  slk/ht  proch'cif'/  of  our  braves.  Our  minute 
friends  remained  with  us  two  or  three  days,  to  recuperate 
themselves  and  jaded  liorses,  during  whicli  time  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  town  were  extended  them.  On  the  sth,  a 
luxurious  dinner  was  given  them  at  Cassady's  IFall,  by  the 
citizens  of  Sioux  City,  umler  the  directions  of  the  ladies, 
where  our  ^fills  county  friends  were  feasti.'d  and  toasted  in 
a  very  happy  manner.  I  am  sorry  that  1  cannot  here  give 
the  toasts  and  elocpient  and  well-timed  responses  on  that 
occasion.  The  next  morning  they  took  up  tlieii-  line  of 
march  for  home,  escorted  out  of  town  by  the  '*  guards  and 
followed  by  the  good  wishes  of  our  gratefid  citizens,  tor  the 
manifestation  of  their  magnaniu-iity  and  patriotism.  On  the 
day  of  their  departure,  two  mendjers  oi'  the  guards,  Thoma.- 
Roberts  (brother  of  William,  who  was  wounded  at  Correc- 
tionville)  and  Henry  Corduway,  among  our  oMest  and  mosi 
worthy  citizens,  obtained  a  permit  from  Ca]tt.  Trip  to  cross 
over  to  the  east  side  of  the  Floyd  river,  to  what  was  known 
as  Hartshorn's  Ravine,  for  the  purpose  of  plowing  potatoes 
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that  they  wero  cultivatiiiLi;  there,  tal^inii;  with  th<-nj  tli.-ir 
horses  and  wa<z:()n.  'J'he  iichi  was  in  tull  view  (»}*  the  l.avh. 
They  were  onUired  to  report  themselves  ut  roll  call  in  ilie 
evcnini^.  Roll  (tall  eanic,  but  not  the  two  soldiers.  Xothin;^' 
Btninge  was  tlioii<i;lit  of  this  as  it  was  su]»i)Ose(l  tliat  th.-y 
wislied  to  compute  their  work  before  returning;.  No  alarm 
was  I'd t  by  then-  lamilies,  as  ]{oberts  was  somctthiiiL^  of  a 
hunter,  and  it  \vas  thoii^dit  that  they  had,  in  all  probability, 
gone  in  pursuit  of  elk  or  other  game.  lint  when  they  did 
not  come  at  a  hite  liour  in  the  night,  Mrs.  Corcbiway,  w  ho 
lived  on  the  east  side  of  Floyd  river,  in  what  was  known 
as  "  Cole's  Addition, "  became  much  alarmed  as  to  the 
Avhercabonts  and  safety  of  lier  husband,  and  about  11  o'clock 
that  niglit  the  determined  to  institute  some  searcli  or  iiif^ui- 
r}''  for  him.  Accordingly,  she  started  for  the  house  of  J.  M. 
White,  a  member  of  the  guards,  wlio  hved  about  thrce- 
^Durtlis  of  a  mile  up  the  river.  Arri\'ing  tlierc,  she  a^voke 
White,  wdio,  on  hearing  lier  statement,  immediately  reported 
their  absence  to  Capt.  Trip,  who  was  then  camped  with  a 
portion  of  his  company  in  Sioux  City,  on  the  bluff  just  north 
of  G.  W.  Chamberlain's  house.  Grave  suspicions  were  now 
entertained  as  to  their  safety.  G.  W.  Cliamberlain  (Orderly 
Sergeant)  was  ordered  out  with  a  small  detachment  of  men 
to  make  searcli  for  the  Tnissing  ones.  They  arrived  at  the 
field  about  tAVO  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  they  found 
the  wagon  in  a  twist,  ^vith  the  hind  wheels  turned  upon  the 
side  and  the  harness  near  by,  having  been  cut  ofl'  of  the 
horses.  The  premises  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  hostil- 
ity. The  horses  evidently  had  been  tied  to  the  hind  wheels 
of  the  w-agon,  and  having  been  frightened,  turned  them  up 
as  they  Avere  found.  The  darkness  rendered  further  discov- 
ery impossible.  They  remained  on  the  ground  until  dayliglit 
when  evidences  of  Indians  w^ere  clearly  discernable,  but  the 
missing  men  w^ere  nowhere  to  be  found,  and  as  no  traces  of 
blood  -were  discovered,  it  was  presumed  that  they  had  been 
made  prisoners  or  carried  off  to  some  more  secret  place,  and 
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murdered.  Tliey  had  evidently  taken  llie  hor^en.  Their 
trail  was  soon  struek,  when  the  connnand  started  in  pnrnult 
leaving  J.  jM.  White  to  rcp.u  t  to  h.-adqiiarters,  whieli  he 
promptly  did.  As  1  was  Hcntinii-  myx  ll'  at  th<-  hr<  akra  t 
table,  J.  C.  0.  llaskins  a])pi.*ar(.'d  at  my  door,  with  ^uu  in 
hand,  and  narrated  in  substance  the  statement  abr)\e,  and 
that  our  eompany  was  orderc-d  out  immediately  to  search 
for  the  missing  men.  Saddling  my  horse  as  (piickly  as  possi- 
ble, I  mounted  and  was  soon  on  the  way  with  what  remain- 
ed of  our  company.  Arriving  at  the  field,  we  found  J.  M. 
White  who  had  discovered  the  body  of  UoltLrts.  Further 
search  being  made,  the  lifeless  body  of  C'orduway  was 
found  a  short  distance  from  l^oberts,  in  the  grass  near  where 
they  had  been  at  work  —  both  lying  on  their  backs,  as  it 
they  had  laid  down  to  sleep.  Roberts  had  his  left  hand  on 
his  left  breast,  witli  his  thunib  under  his  vest ;  in  liis  right 
hand  he  held  a  small  tin  pail,  about  half  full  of  water.  Jle 
had  seemingly  died  without  a  struggle.  I^ut  Corduway  had 
struggled  considerably.  On  turning  them  over  it  was  found 
that  they  had  been  shot  in  the  back  — Roberts  through  the 
lungs,  tlie  ball  lodging  in  the  palm  of  his  lelt  hand,  and 
Corduway  through  the  bowels.  They  evidently  had  been 
preparing  tlieir  dinners  when  they  received  the  fatal  shot ; 
BO  close  were  the  enemy  upoii  them  when  they  llred  that  the 
powder  burned  their  clothes.  The  harness  was  hastily  and 
'■^  temporarily  repaired  and  thrown  upon  the  horses,  which 
\  were  hitched  to  the  wagon  in  which  were  laid  the  bodies  of 
]  our  murdered  comrades,  which  were  conveyed  to  Cassady's 
\  Hall,  to  await  the  necessary  arrangements  for  burial.  Both 
i  left  families  to  mourn  their  sad  fate. 

>  A  courier  was  at  once  dispatched  to  Council  Bluffs  with 
■  the  startling  intelligence  to  Col.  Baldwin.  John  Hubble,  a 
youth,  was  selected  to  carry  the  dispatch.  He  mounted  a 
,  horse  and  set  out  on  the  trip,  stopping  at  Onawa  and  sev- 
eral other  points  to  procure  fresh  horses.  He  reached  liis 
place  of  destination  in  about  twelve  hours,  a  distance  of  110 
miles.     Captain  Trip,  after  detailing  men  suthcient  to  con- 
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vey  the  (lend  to  town,  took  the  remainder  of  hirt  company 
and  started  in  j>nrsuit  of  the  enemy,  'rakin;:^  the  trail,  we 
went  south,  aeross  llartshorn'H  liavine,  tlienec^  Koutlieast 
for  a  mile  or  more,  wlieii  tlie  trail  turned  norih.  JudL^ini^ 
from  indieations,  there  could  not  liav(^  heen  more  than  two 
Indians.  Wq  soon  came  upon  Ser<^eant  C}jand)erlain  witli 
wliom  we  continued  tlic  pursuit,  when  al)0ut  noon  I  was 
ordered  to  carry  a  dispatcli  to  ('orrectionville,  where  a^small 
detacliment  of  tlie  gnnu'ds  were  stationed,  ordering  Josepli 
33uchanan  (  hrother-in-law  of  the  murdered  J{oherts  )  to 
Sioux  City.  Frederick  Borsh  accompanied  me.  Having 
ridden  our  liorses  quite  i*apidly  during  the  day,  my  horse  gave 
out  before  we  had  gone  many  miles,  whereupon  I  urged 
Borsh,  as  his  horse  was  seemingly  good,  to  leave  me  and 
hurry  on  with  the  dispatch,  which  he  reluctantly  did.  I 
urged  my  disabled  and  wearied  horse  along  as  fast  as  it  was 
practicable,  and  arrived  safely  at  Correctionville  late  in  the 
evening.  There  was  no  house  then  from  Sioux  City,  or 
after  leaving  the  Floyd  river,  until  arri^^ng  at  Correction- 
ville, a  distance  of  over  thirty  miles.  Captain  Trip  continued 
pursuit  until  next  day,  when  he  was  relieved  by  Captain 
Morton,  wdio  commanded  a  small  company  composed  most- 
ly.of  the  settlers  of  Plymouth  county.  Morton  continued 
the  chase  until  about  four  o'clock  that  afternoon,  when  for 
some  cause  best  known  to  himself,  he  abandoned  pursuit 
and  returned  home. 

The  alarm  had  now  spread  until  it  had  reached  every 
cabin  and  hamlet  on  the  frontier,  and  a  general  stampede 
seemed  inevitable.  Many  abandoned  their  homes  and  fled 
to  Sioux  City  for  safety.  Others  returned  east  among  their 
friends  until  there  should  be  some  guaranty  of  safety  to  our 
frontier.  In  order  to  check  further  hostilities  and  restore 
tranquility,  his  excellency  Gov.  Ivirkwood,  who  had  been 
notilied  by  Col.  Baldwin  of  the  state  of  aflairs,  ordered 
Caj)t.  John  Mitchell,  of  Des  Moines,  to  garrison  the  most 
exposed  points,  and  afford  protection  to  the  settlements.  A 
portion  of  this  company  was  left  to  garrison  Cherokee.  Two 
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brothers  (wliose  names  I  now  li:ive  for^^oUen),  cilizens  of 
Cherokee  eoiuit}-,  joined  ('a{)t.  Milt-ljell's  coinniiind,  or  act- 
ed in  eonjunetion  with  it  as  Heoutn.      Jt  wns  durinL''  the 
month  of  Atil^uhI  lliat  these  Hcouts,  returninLi"  iVom  ii  scout, 
late  one  sultry  evenino-,  their  horses  fatigued  from  the  (hiy's 
ride,  themsclvcB  equally  so,  tliey  soui^ht   rest  lor  tlic  re- 
mainder of  the  night  in  a  stoek-yard,  in  or  close  to  the 
town  of  Ciierokee.    Turning  their  horses  loose  in  the  vard, 
they  climbed  upon  the  top  of  a  shed  eovererl  with  hav, 
wliicli  stood  in  the  inclosure,  so  that  they  Tuighr  he  able  to 
keep  an  eye  on  their  horses.  They  were  Jirined  with  minnie 
rifles  loaded  with  eonieal  balls.     Tliey  slept  alternately,  in 
order  to  kcej)  a  close  watch  for  any  a])])roaching  eneuiy. 
The  moon  shone  brightly,  and  objects  were  discernable  for 
some  distance  aronnd.     About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
not  seeing  anything  to  awaken  suspicions  ol'  danger  to 
themselves  or  horses,  the  watch  was  gently  yielding  to  the 
demands  of  balmy  sleep,  when  he  was  suddenly  aroused  by 
some  unusual  noise,  and  on  looking  in  the  direction  from 
w^hencc  it  proceeded,  he  was  startled  to  see  two  stalwart  In- 
dians in  possession  of  their  horses,  and  leading  them  toward 
the  bars  of  the  yard.    Quietly  awakening  his  brother,  each 
selected  his  victim,  who  were  now  endeavoring  to  lay  down 
the  bars,  one  of  whom  w^as  in  a  stooped  position,  with  his 
■unmentionable  in  range  with  the  unerring  rifle  of  the  scout 
\  which  at  once  sent  a  leaden  compliment  crashing  through 
\  him,  raking  him  fore  and  aft,  coining  out  at  the  top  of  his 
)head.    The  other  scout  missed  his  aim:  the  savage  made 
\his  escape  with  the  horse.    The  scouts  leaped  from  the  shed 
•  and  approached  the  fiillen  foe,  who  had  not  yet  taken  his 
xleparture  for  the  neic  hunting  ground.     As  they  came  near 
him,  he  struck  at  them  with  his  gun,  when  thev  sent  anotlier 
,ball  throusrh  his  heart  which  safelv  landed  him  in  the  hunt- 
>ing  grounds  of  the  great  spirit.     The  victors,  no  doubt 
.wishing  to  preserve  some  memento  of  their  copper-colored 
prize,  not  only  scalped,  but  skinned  his  entire  head,  which 
scalp  they  sent  to  Capt.  Trip's  headquarters,  at  Sioux  City, 
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wliere  it  hung  for  several  (Inys  out  on  the  C'ai)tain's  tent, 
which  g:ivr  it,  the  :i])])earance  of  tlie  lionie  of  a  notalilo 
brave,  wh  *n  it  waw  afterward  forwarded  to  Gov.  Kirkwof»d, 
at  Des  Moines. 

In  the  latter  ])art  of  July  (18G1)  a  detachment  of  the 
guards,  under  conimand  of  Lieut.  Millard,  wei-e  fd^lercd  to 
Correetionville,  as  a  relief  garrison  at  thai  \K)<\.  Tliey 
were  T.  J.  Stone,  "W.  Haley,  M.  Bruckner,  T.  McKlJiany, 
J.  Ilipkins,  ^[r.  Lee,  Mr.  Chapman,  Lev(M'ing,  and  otli- 
ers  whose  names  are  now  not  remembered.  Each  night  a 
po]-tion  of  the  command  was  detailed  to  guard  the  settlers' 
stables,  for  the  protection  of  their  liorses.  ''J'his  kind  of 
duty  the  boys  denominated  "  Watch-dog  Duty,"  which  we 
regarded  as  quite  appropriate. 

We  were  rendezvoused  in  a  log  cabin  near  the  house  of 
M.  Kellogg,  a  very  excellent  man,  in  whose  fiimily  resided 
two  3^oung  ladies,  whose  acquaintance  Bruckner  and  Lee 
soon  made,  and  generally  acted  as  their  escort.  They  were 
observed  one  day  by  T.  McElhany,  accompanying  the  young 
ladies  to  a  grove  of  timber  on  the  bank  of  a  small  stream, 
about  one  mile  distant,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  licrries. 
The  boys  being  unarmed,  Mac.  thought  there  was  a  good 
opportunity  for  fun,  which  he  lost  no  time  in  improving. 
Hastening  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Everett,  near  whose  house 
the  parties  had  gone,  he  found  Mr.  Everett  ripe  for  a  joke, 
as  he  always  was.  They  quickly  agreed  upon  a  plan  to 
frighten  the  unsuspecting  by  personating  the  Indian.  Ac- 
cordingly, Everett  painted  his  face  and  donned  a  blanket, 
and  Mac,  with  his  gun  loaded  with  a  blank  cartridge,  they 
hurried  oK  Arriving  at  the  tiiiiber  they  cautiously  crept, 
unobserved,  through  the  brush  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie 
stream  until  they  were  sufficiently  near  the  party,  who  were 
busily  at  work  and  not  anticipating  the  least  danger,  when 
suddenly  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard.  Theyoung  ladies, 
on  looking  sharply  in  the  direction  of  the  sound,  discovered 
Everett,  and  shrieked  (as  only  affrightened  women  can), 
"Indians  !  Indians  ! !  "  and  away  they  bounded  for  home, 
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throngli  tlie  brush  and  over  tlx;  logs,  like  yoiiiiir  Hiwdh, 
while  Lee  stood  coolly  watching  tlio  inovenients  of  the 
blanket  as  if  to  fully  satisfy  himself  as  to  whether  attitcked 
by  Indians  or  not.     Calling  I^ruckner  to  his  side  he  said, 
"  Morris,  there  are  Indians  over  there  ;  don't  you  sec  tlieni  ? 
Don't  yon  see  that  blanket  ?  "     Hruckner  was  a  (icrman, 
but  spoke  English  tolerably  well,  and  wasjiluck  to  the  heel. 
Bruckner,  after    hastily   surveying  the  sni)|),os(!d  enemy, 
grasped  the  limb  of  a  tree-top  lying  near  liim,  which  he  en- 
deavored to  break  oft*  for  a  war  club,  at  the  same  time  shout- 
ing at  the  top  of  his  voice,  "  Vot  for  you  slioots  over  here  ? 
Shiist  you  stops  dat,  or  I  shust  comes  over  Tliere  und  beats 
h — 1  out  you."    Getting  no  response  to  his  interrogatory  ^)r 
threats,  he  said,  "  Lee,  I  shust  believes  dem  are  Inshuns, 
und  ve  had  better  leave,  "  and  suiting  actions  to  words,  they 
beat  a  retreat  —  not,  however,  without  iirst  making  a  hasty 
search  for  the  girls.    They  hurried  to  the  house  of  Everett, 
thinking  that  the  girls  had  lied  thither.     Arriving  there 
they  found  the  would-be  Indians —Everett  in  the  act  of 
washing  the  paint  off  of  his  face,  and  convulsed  with  laugh- 
ter.   T.  J.  Stone  was standingnear  Kellogg's  house,  looking 
down  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  timber,  when  he  saw 
girl  N'o.  1,  bounding  up  the  road  at  the  top  of  her  s)K*ed, 
with  bonnet  in  hand,  as  if  life  was  at  stake.    Calling  to  me 
he  said,  "  See  that  girl  coming,  something  wrong.  Let's  go 
\    and  see  !  "    Ofi'weranto  our  quarters,  and  grasping  our 
^    guns,  we  soon  inquired  of  the  young  lady  the  cause  of  her 
)  alarm,  and  were  told  that  the  Indians  had  attacked  the 
)  party.     "  I  saw, "  said  she,  "one  great  big  Indian  with  a 
•  blanket  on.    He  shot  at  us,  and  the  ball  whizzed  close  bv 
^  my  head."      Where  are  the  boys?''  said  we.    "  I  don't 
^  know;  I  left  them  there.  "     We  hurried  on,  thinking  that 
j  a  bloody  fight  with  Mr.  Lo  was  inevitable.     Meeting  girl 
^  No.  2,  her  statement  was  a  corroboration  of  Xo.  1.  Leav- 
j   ing  her  we  hurried  forward,  when  vre  soon  met  Bruckner 
j   and  Everett,  who  were  now  looking  for  the  girls  whom  they 
''    feared  hiid  been  seriously  frightened.     On  being  informed 
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of  tlieir  Hafety,  Everett  rehited  the  joke,  wliicli  was  followed 
by  roars  of  Bide-splitting  lau^liter,  all  enjoyini^r  the  j(jke 
hu^2:ely. 

Soon  after  this,  and  while  we  were  at  Correctionville, 
some  of  the  company'  eoncluded  to  test  the  ii<:iitiri;^ 
qualities  of  one  of  its  luemhers  —  Wni.  Haley — an  Iri.-h- 
man  from  Mc^nona  county,  who  was  rea;ar(]e(l  hy  liis  IV-llow 
soldiers  as  a  great  coward.  The  following  i»lan  was  agreed 
upon  :  Tom  Flowers,  an  intimate  friend  of  Bill's,  proposed 
to  him  one  day,  that  he  (Bill)  should  accompany  him  on  a 
scout  for  Indians,  which  Bill  readily  agreed  to.  One  of  the 
men  was  selected  to  play  Indian.  Taking  his  gun  and  red 
blanket  under  his  arm,  he  quietly  slipped  out  of  camp  and 
down  to  the  timber,  unobserved  by  Bill.  Flowers,  in  order 
that  nothing  serious  might  occur  by  a  shot  from  Bill's  gun, 
proposed  that  he  should  load  it  for  him,  to  which  Bill  read- 
ily assented.  Tom  took  the  gun,  and  stepping  aside,  loaded 
it  with  a  blank  cartridge.  Having  done  this,  they  mounted 
their  horses,  when  their  brothers  in  arms  crowded  around 
to  give  words  of  cheer,  while  some  shook  Bill  by  the  hand 
and  expressed  their  fears  that  ere  the  sun  went  down,  some 
redskin  would  possess  his  scalp.  Pat  assured  them  that  he 
would  give  a  good  account  of  himself  should  tliey  encounter 
an  Indian.  They  rode  down  to  the  timber,  when  Flowers 
proposed  that  they  should  ride  into  the  river  to  let.  their 
horses  drink.  While  in  the  river,  the  crack  of  a  2\\yl  was 
heard.  On  looking  around,  a  red  blanket  was  seen  behind 
a  tree  near  by.  Indians  !  "  said  Flowers.  Bun  for 
life  I  "  and  spurring  his  horse,  dashed  otr,  saying,  Bill, 
save  yourself."  Bill  was  not  to  be  bluffed.  lie  dismount- 
ed, tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and  was  disposed  to  take  matters 
coolly.  Unslinging  his  gun  he  said,  "  Be  dad,  an'  I'm  not 
afther  lavin'  until  I  make  a  howl  in  yer  darty  hide."  Look- 
ing about  for  his  comrade  and  not  seeing  him,  he  shouted, 

Tom  !  Tom  !  "  Receiving  no  response,  he  concluded  he 
wanted  to  see  Tom  worse  than  the  Indian,  and  took  to  his 
heels,  leaving  his  horse  behind.  Coming  out  on  the  prairie 
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in  full  view  of  oar  (jiiartcrs,  Ik;  slopped,  looked  for  a  nuj- 
ment  at  Tom —  who  was  crharLrin'j,-  about  on  iiis  liorne  as  if 
his  liorsc  was  uncontrollable,  then  in  the  direction  oi'  the 
timber,  as  if  detorminod  not  to  i^nvo  up  the  eontest —  when 
he  shouted,  "  Come  on,  Tom,  lor  by  the  howly  saintd  I'll 
have  a  shot  at  him  yet.  "     Ketracinii;  his  steps  to  the  edi^e 
of  the  tiinber,  lie  tii)-toed,  and  stretched  his  neck  to  its  full 
capacity,  while  he  j)eered  around  lur  the  enemy.      His  eve 
soon  cau<^ht  a  o;limi)se  of  the  red  blanket  throu;u-h  the  brush, 
when  Pat  whaled  away  and  immediately  took  to  his  scrap- 
ers, like  a  quarter  horse,  until  he  was  some  distance  on  the 
prairie.    Looking  toward  our  quarters  and  seeiuL'"  a  number 
of  us  Btandini]^  in  a  group,  looking  toward  him,  he  [>ulled 
off  his  hat,  and  waving  it  over  his  head,  shouted  in  an  in- 
dignant voice,  "  Come  down  here,  you  cowardly  devils  — 
comedown!     The  woods  is  full  of  Tngins."     Each  one 
grasped  his  gun  and  started  on  a  double-quick.     "We  were 
soon  circled  round  him,  listening  to  his  wonderful  adven- 
ture.   Said  he,  "  Boys,  the  woods  are  alive  with  Ingins.  I 
saw  four  great  big  fellers,  with  red  blankets."  "  See  here," 
he  continued,  holding  up  his  right  hand  that  had  received  a 
scratch  in  the  brush,  and  pulling  open  his  bosom,  which 
also  had  received  a  scratch,  "  see  here  where  two  balls 
grazed  me.    Be  dad,  boys,  I'll  have  a  shot  at  them  again." 
We  complimented  him  for  his  braverv,  and  told  him  that 
it  woidd  be  an  act  of  rashness  to  venture  into  the  tind^er 
^    again  as  the  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  us.     Tom  rode 
,   into  the  timber  and  brought  out  Bill's  horse,  when  all  with- 
)  drew  from  the  bloodless  field  to  our  quarters,  in  good  order, 
I  well  convinced  that  Pat  was  game,  and  to  fool  with  him  was 
}  unsafe.    Bill  remained  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  joke  for 
several  days,  when  he  incidentally  heard  of  it  one  day  in  a 
)  saloon,  after  we  had  been  ordered  back  to  Sioux  City.  His 
wrath  knew  no  bounds.    lie  immediately  conquered  a  pint 
of  "  red-eye,"  and  then  started  for  camp  to  conquer  the 
company.     It  was  a  bright,  moonlight  night,  when  Bill 
came  staggering  into  camp,  roaring  like  one  of  the  bulls  of 
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Baslian.  lie  stampod,  he  raved,  lie  IbaiTied  and  frothed,  l,e 
swore  he  would  whij)  the  Cai)tain,  and  cvi-vy  doni.-.l  " 
olllcer  and  [irivate  in  the  eoinpany.  lit-  w;is  ord<  i-e(l  nnd.T 
guard,  l)n(  to  no  elleet.  It  was  not  until  ;i  l:it«'  hour  llnit, 
from  exliaustion,  lie  riuecunihed  to  Mor[>lieu.s  and  sUnnlxM-fd 
away  his  wrath.  These  were  some  of  the  notable  and  bril- 
liant feats  and  strategic  movements  of  the  guards,  for  which 
they  were  so  justly  renowned. 

(to  be  CONTINUEI).) 


NOTES  ON  THE  HISTOKY  OF  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


BY  D.  C.  BLOOMER,  COUNCIL  BLUFFS. 


No.  3. 

IK  April,  1854,  congress  passed  an  act  authorizing  the 
judge  of  the  county  court  of  Pottawattanue  county 
to  enter  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  for  the  henctit 
of  the  owners  and  occupants  of  claims  thereon.  , Judge 
Street  accordingly,  on  the  lOtli  day  of  May,  1854,  entered, 
under  this  hiw,  80  acres  in  Sec.  30,  and  SO  acres  in  Sec.  31, 
township  75,  range  48 :  and  240  acres  in  Sec.  25,  and  240 
acres  in  Sec.  36,  township  75,  range  44  —  forming  a  square 
mile,  and  comprising  within  its  limits  nearly  all  of  the  old 
Mormon  village  of  Kanesville. 

The  parcolling  out  of  this  tract  of  land  to  the  several  par- 
ties claiming  the  same,  was,  in  some  cases,  a  difficult  under- 
taking, as  more  th;ni  one  claim  was  not  unfrcipiently  made 
to  the  same  lot.  Mr.  Thomas  Tostevin,  i\  native  of  the  Isle 
of  Guernsey,  in  the  British  Channel,  hut  who  had  lived  . 
from  his  hoyhood  in  the  City  of  Xew  York,  came  to  the 
6  ' 
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placo  lliis  spring  and  coninK'ncod  tljo  l>nsinc'.«s  nl  ji  hind  sur- 
veyor. He  was  cnij)l()yc'd  ])y  Judii^c  Street  to  JIl:d^••  ;i  -ni- 
vey  of  tlie  plat  thus  ontcrod  ]>y  liini  —  a  duty  wljidi  he  j.er- 
formed  with  great  care  —  :ind  the  siirvry  thus  made  was 
acquioRCcd  in  by  a  large  majority  oi'  the  (>\\  ners  of  chiinjs, 
and  has  since  been  recognized  in  all  snhscfjiK-nt  convc-y- 
ances  as  the  original  phit  or  survey. 

During  tlie  smnnier  and  lall,  deeds  -were  niade  hy  the 
county  judge  for  nearly  all  the  lots  thus  surveyed,  iuit  the 
lawsuits  to  wliieh  eonllicting  claims  g;i\-e  rise,  engaged  th<- 
attention  of  the  coui'ts  for  several  years.  JJayliss'  M\  nst(  r"s 
Jackson's,  Stutsman's,  and  Mill's  additions  were  (■(»m|)ri-«  <l 
within  the  ; limits  of  llie  one  mile  square  thus  entered  l»v 
the  county  judge  ;  ])ut  several  otlier  additions  were  soon  afier 
surveyed  — that  is,  in  the  latter  part  of  ]8o-l  —  u\in  city  lots, 
and  brought  into  market.  Among  these,  was  (jrimes's  ad- 
dition, named  from  Hon.  James  S.  Grimes,  who  wa.s  that 
year  a  candidate  for  governor,  and  during  his  canvass,  visit- 
ed the  city  and  thus  had  liis  name  aihxed  to  a  ]>ortion  (^f  the 
city. -plat.  Hon.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  and  Ins  friend.  Judge 
Ramsey,  of  111.,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  Mr.  S.  S.  l^ay- 
liss,  adjoining  the  original  entry,  sub-divided  it  into  lors.  and 
gave  it  their  names  ;  while  still  another  tract  was  named 
Hall's  Addition,  from  H(Ui.  Augustus  Hall,  who  \  i>iTed  the 
city  during  his  canvass  for  a  seat  in  eongress.  ,  Beer's  Addi- 

^  tion  was  laid  out  and  named  by  ^fr.  J.  B.  Beers,  one  of  the 

\  oldest  settlers  of  the  county. 

\  During  the  summer  of  1854  a  number  of  fresh  ari-ivals 
>are  recorded,  of  gentlemen  who  have  since  become  well- 
'known  in  the  historv  oi'  the  countv.  Annmir  these,  were 
Addison,  Cochran,  Horace  Everett,  Robert  L.  Doughiss.  T>. 
C.  Bloomer,  Jeremiah  Folsom,  AVm.  W.  Maynard,  Sanniel 
Knepper,  C.  E.  Stone,  and  others.  All  tliese  purehased 
iproperty  within  the  new  city  and  deeided  to  make  it  tlieir 
future  home.  !Mr.  Ec^lsom  brought  with  him  a  large  tiock 
'of  sheep,  v/hich  he  drove  across  tlie  prairies  tVoni  the  state 
of  Michigan.    The  slieep  did  not,  liowever,  ])rove  a  very 
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good  iuvesliiuuil.  Wolvc^s  weiu;  llieii  iibinidcirit  in  1  he  vicin- 
ity, and  Ihoir  Condnes.s  foi-  mutton  wm.s  too  i^reut  to  rendt-r 
8)iocj)-raisini!;  iit  all  prolitablc. 

Col.  Cocliran  coiuinonccd  oporatini^  in  real  cstati^  —  a 
business  in  which  he  has  over  l)een  noted  for  fair  a!id  hon- 
orabk^  dealiii!;*.  The  legal  profession  was  stren<i^thened  liv 
the  addition  of  D.  W.  Price,  A.  V.  Larimer,  and  \i.  L. 
Douglass,  who  each  entered  u])on  the  practice  of  the^  law 
during  this  and  tlie  coming  year,  winning  for  themselves 
honorable  jiositions  in  the  community.  Karly  in  the  previ- 
ous year  Mr.  Marshall  Turley  had  removed  to  Council 
Blufls,  from  Galesburg,  [11.,  and  very  soon  began  to  take 
an  active  t)art  in  the  aliairs  of  the  county.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1854,  he  became  the  lessee  of  the  Paciiic  House, 
lie  occupied  this  position  in  October,  when  the  writer  of 
these  notes  lirst  visited  the  place  and  had  the  op[)ortunity 
of  listening  to  tlio  frequent  disquisitions  with  which  he  en  - 
tertained  his  gu.ests,  on  the  future  greatness  and  glory  of 
the  mctro])olis  of  AYestern  Iowa.  ^lany,  indeed,  most,  of 
his  predictions  have  since  pivoved  realities.  Mr.  Turley  was , 
and  still  is,  a  racy  and  interesting  talker,  and  his  vigorous 
and  original  mode  of  expressing  his  ideas  always  makes 
him  a  fa\^orite  at  all  public  gatherings  of  the  people.  The 
records  of  the  patent  office  at  Washington,  also  show  him 
to  be  no  mean  inventor,  as  several  useful  inventions-  have 
heen  patented  in  his  name. 

An  important  addition  w^as  made  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion by  the  arrival  and  permanent  settlement  of  Dr.  Eman- 
uel Ilonn,  during  the  fall  of  18-')3.  He  continued  to  reside 
in  Council  Bluffs  and  practice  his  profession  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1870. 

A  baidving  house  was  first  opened  in  Council  Blutfs  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  by  Green  &  \Yeare,  the  business  being 
managed  by  John  Weare,  until  the  spring  of  1855,  when 
Thomas  II.  Benton,  Jr.,  was  added  to  the  lirm,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  direct  its  atfairs  until  its  dissolution,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1857. 
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TliC  Council  Bliills  Xc'hrasUa  FciTV  ( '-»jii),;iiiy  was 

orirainzcd  diiriiii;"  tlic  oris.');;.  -!,  \,y  j-jK,.  j.^wc.  S.  S. 

Bayliss,  J.  A.  Jackson,  S.  K.  ("iii-ti-^,  W.  W.  P>rnwh,  S.  M. 
"Ballard,  rlcssc  A\'iHiaiii>,  and  d.  11.  1).  Slrcct.  Jn  ol.jc.  t,  :i> 
declared  in  its  articles  ol"  iiR'(>i-j»()ralion,  w  as  to  estal)lislj  and 
operate  a  steam  ferry  across  tlie  Missouri  river  at  a  i»oint 
opposite  Council  l>luils.  Tliis  rcj-rv  lias  h.-.  n  rt  onl.nly 
maintained,  witli  a  i,n)od  .class  of  steam  fen-\ dx):;!-,  IVoin 
that  time  to  the  ]»resent.  DurinLj-  the  n'l-eat  >cas()n.-  of  em- 
igration, two  ])oats  have  fre(|uently  been  re(jni]"i'd  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  at  this  jjoint.  The  company  se- 
cured a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  east  hank  of  the  river, 
whicli  it  proceeded  a  year  oi'  two  later  to  lay  out  and  .sub- 
divide into  lots  —  the  tract  since  known  as  Ferry  Addiiion 
to  Council  Blufls. 

On  the  Avest  side  of  the  river,  on  a  l)eautiful  }»1ateau,  a 
toAvn  was  laid  out  and  platted  during  the  summer  of  lS,j4, 
and  named  O^iiaha,  irom  a  tribe  of  Indians  that  had  long 
occupied  tliat  vicinity.    Its  projectors  were  mainly  the  cor- 
porators of  the  Ferry  Company,  whose  names  ^ire  given 
above.    All,  Avitli  one  or  two  exceptions,  were  residents  of 
PottaAvattaniie  county  at  tlie  time,  Inil  several  of  them,  with 
A.  J.  Ilanseom,  II.  I).  Jolinson.  and  a  few  others,  thence- 
forward hecame  residents  of  the  new  city.     For  se\-eral 
years  its  Council  Bluffs  projectors  and  proprietors  contin- 
lied  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity 
\  of  the  new  town  ;  hut  they  gradually  sold  out  their  intei- 
,  ests  to  new  proprietors,  hut  the  old  residents  of  Pottawatta- 
'  mie  county  continue  to  look  back  with  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
'  est  to  tlie  early  days  and  early  history  of  tlie  tiourishing 
'  city  on  the  west  hank  of  the  ^Missouri. 

During  the  fall  of  1S53  and  the  following  winter,  G.  M. 
! Dodge,  then  a  resident  of  Lnva  City,  and  who  had  ])revi- 
I  ously  been  emi>loyed  as  an  engineer  in  the  con-rruction  ot 
the  raili'oad  from  Chicago  to  Ivock  IshuKh  surveyed  a'  line 
for  a  railroad  across  the  state  from  Daven|)ort  to  Couricil 
^    Blufts.    The  line  surveyed  was  known  as  the  Mississip])i 
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and  Missouri,  nnd  was  llic  one  mainlv  adopt. d  ju  the  final 
eonslriU'tioii  of  (hat  i-(»ad  across  tlic  .^latc  Mr.  I)od<^-('  con- 
tiniicd  liis  sni'vcys  a<-i-oss  llic  i-ivcr,  and  up  ihc  vallc\  ol'tljc 
]*latlo,  and  was,  iu  l;u  (,  \\iv  WvM  one  to  trace  out  llic  line 
of  the  futuiH^  riiioii  Pacilic  Uaih-oad,  with  tlic  construclicjii 
of  wliic'li  liis  name  has  since  l)cen  so  Jionorably  associati-d. 
Mv.  I)od<;c  crossed  the  slate  ai^'ain  in  the  summer  of  ].S.'>4, 
with  liis  faiinly,  and  was  fodowod  soon  after  l>v  his  father, 
Sylvaiuis  l)odi;'e,  who  with  Ids  sons,  Granvilhj  and  Xa- 
than  P.,  took  up  their  residence  for  a  hrief  |»criod  on  a 
beautiful  tract  of  land  on  the  Elkhorn  river,  in  Nebraska. 
They  remained  there,  however,  but  a  yeai*  or  two,  and  all 
finally  settled  in  (V)uncil  Bluffs. 

The  eyes  of  the  more  sag-aeious  and  far-seeing  were,  at 
that  early  (hiy,  lookinii;  forward  to  the  time  when  Pottawat- 
tamie eounty  would  be  traversed  by  numerous  trains  of  ears, 
all  centering'  in  Couneil  Bluifs,  as  the  prominent  railroad 
center  of  the  far  west.  Samuel  1\.  Curtis,  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  had  traced  out  a  line  across  the  state,  to  which  was 
giyen  the  name  of  the  T^luladelphia,  Fort  AVayne,  c^c  Platte 
Valley  Eailroad,  an<l  eommoidy  known  in  later  years  as  the 

Air  Line,"  and  sometimes  facetiously  as  the  "  Air  Tight." 
His  arrival  in  the  county  and  his  pn-esentation  of  the  subject 
created  a  good  deal  of  interest  among  tlie  t)eople.  Mv.  S. 
S.  Bayliss  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Curtis  for  depot 
grounds,  wdiich  he  agreed,  with  his  usual  liberality,  to  do- 
nate to  the  road  in  the  event  of  construction  to  the  Missou- 
ri river.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1854.  at  a  st)eeial  election, 
held  for  the  purpose,  it  was  decid.ed  by  a  small  majority, 
that  tlie  county  would  sul)scribe  8100,000  to  the  capital 
stock  of  this  ccunj)auy.  to  be  ])aid  for  in  the  bonds  of  tlie 
county :  this '  vote  the  electors  refused  to  rescind,  l)v  a 
large  majorily,  at  the  election  in  April  of  the  same  year. 
Of  course,  as  the  road  was  never  built,  no  stock  was  ever 
subscribed  or  bon.ds  issued  to  the  company.  Col.  Curtis, 
liowever,  continued  to  ta.ke  a  vriirm  inteivst  in  the  ])rosper- 
ity  of  Council  P>luffs,  often  spending  a  hirge  part  of  his 
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summer  in  the  place;,  with  liis  ramily,  ;iinl  liiijilly  <l>in.li^ 
hero.  Ah  a  lueiuher  of  coiii;-ih'ss  and  cliairiiiaji  of  the 
Union  I^aciiio  Ivailr(>ad  Company,  lu- w  as  cnalih-d  lo  '/i-eatly 
aid  in  the  (U'velopnicnt.  ol"  the;  wIjdK-  wt^stci'ii  cfimit ry, 
but  in  no  soclion  of  it  is  his  name  and  nuMiiory  held  in  ^rt-at- 
er  respeet  tlian  in  Pottawat tiniiie  county. 

At  the  August  election  that  year  (]834)  the  whole  numhcr 
of  votes  cast  in  the  county  for  governor,  were  422,  of  wliich 
Curtis  Bates  received  215  and  James  S.  Grimes  2u7. 
Grimes  ran  a  number  of  votes  ahead  of  bis  ticket,  having 
made  many  friends  by  a  visit  to  tlie  county  (hiring  the  can- 
vass. The  vote  for  congress  was  2(38  for  ILdl  and  140  Inr 
Clark.  Bates  and  Hall  were  Democrats  and  Grimes  and 
Ciark,  A\niig  or  Anti-Xebraska.  At  the  same  election, 
James  D.  Test  was  ek'cted  to  the  senate,  and  John  T.  ]>ald- 
win  and  Daniel  S.  Jackson  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
of  the  State  of  Iowa.  Test  had  come  to  tiie  county  early 
in  the  year  from  the  eastern  part  of  tlie  state.  He  was  ad- 
mitted as  an  attorney,  but  soon  became  engaged  in  the  land 
business  witli  II.  D.  Johnson  and  J.  P.  Casady,  but  contin- 
ued to  practice  law  for  several  years,  He  was  an  energetic 
and  active  citizen,  and  for  many  years  took  an  active  part 
in  the  current  events  of  the  county.  Jackson  was  a  Mor- 
mon but  never  removed  to  Salt  Lake,  preferring  to  remain 
with  the  Gentiles  in  his  old  home.  Baldwin  w^rs  engaged 
in  trade  at  Council  Blufis.  At  the  same  election  the  follow- 
ing county  ollicers  were  chosen:  \V.  D.  Turner,  Treasurer, 
and  Becorder,  Edward  Cutler,  Sherifl",  Tliomas  Tostevin, 
Cotmtv  Surveyor,  and  S.  M.  Smith,  School  Fund  Commis- 
,  sioner. 

■  The  Odd  Fellows  were  the  first  to  organize  a  secret  be- 
nevolent association  in  the  county.     Council  Blutis  Lodge, 

?iSro.  49,  began  its  existence  early  in  Xovember,  185o,  its  first 
recorded  meeting  having  been  held  on  the  25th  day  of  that 
month.  The  charter  members  were  J.  B.  Stutsman,  B.  H. 
Pegram,  J.  T.  Baldwin,  J.  P.  Casady,  11.  R.  Hall,  11.  D. 
Johnson,  and  Anson  Bclden.    Several  other  members  were 


1872.] 


niSTOllY   OK    POTTAWATTAMTK  COTNTY. 


47 


soon  nfler  added,  among  wlioni  were  M.  F.  Sliinn,  Ooorfre 
Douglily,  ,^.  I).  Test,  and  ^\  T.  S|.on,  tlio  last  nain(,'d  liaving 
been  the  first  i)erson  initiated  into  tli(;  oi'der  in  liio  city. 
Tlie  degree  of  Uebeeca  was  tirst  eonfej-iH'd  n]K»ii  nifiubcrs 
and  their  wives  on  the  7tli  of  Deeember,  IS^o.  l)uring  tlie 
sinnnier  oi*  1824,  a  frame  building  was  ereeted  in  the  (east- 
ern part  of  tlu'  eity,  by  Messrs.  Tegrani  and  Stiit-inaii,  for 
the  use  of  this  lodge,  known  as  the  Odd  Fellows'  Jfalb  and 
it  was  occupied  as  such,  and  also  for  a  school  house,  for  sev- 
eral years. 

During  the  fall  of  1854,  considerable  attention  was  drawn 
to  an  alleged  discovery  of  rock  a  few  feet  below  the  bed  of 
the  river,  at  a  i)oint  opposite  old  Winter  Quarters  station, 
in  Nebraska.  Here,  it  was  thought,  the  future  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Missouri  river,  which  already  loome(l  up 
in  the  imaginations  of  the  more  sanguine,  would  be  built, 
and  the  belief  led  to  the  laying  out  of  a  new  town,  of 
which  J.  C.  Mitchell  and  J.  B.  Stutsman,  of  Council  Blufis, 
were  the  principal  proprietors,  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river.  It  was  called  Florence,  and  for  a  time  was  a  place  of 
considerable  pretensions,  and  enjoyed,  for  a  brief  period, 
the  luxury  of  a  steam  ferry.  It  continued  to  be  the  stai-ting 
point  until  t!fe  c-ompletion  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for 
the  Mormon  caravans  that  annually  moved  across  the  plains 
to  Salt  Lake  City. 

In  the  summer  of  1854,  J.  B.  Stutsman  purchased  the 
mill  property  with  a  large  tract  of  land  adjacent,  situated 
in  ^vlacedonia  township,  at  the  point  where  the  stage  road 
crosses  the  AVest  Xislnuibotany  river.  He  prcn-eeded.  soon 
after,  to  greatly  improve  the  mill,  and  erect  a  toll  l)ridge 
across  the  river,  whi(di  was  continued  foi*  several  years. 

The  passage  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  in  the  sum 
Hier  of  1854,  turned  the  attention  of  the  people  of  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country  to  these  territories.  All  along  the 
western  borders  of  Iowa  a  lar^-e  number  of  the  more  ad- 
venturous  settltirs  crossed  the  ^Missouri  river  and  made  their 
rude  homes  in  the  latter  territory.    The  oiHccrs  for  the  new 
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territorial  or^aniziilion  wci-r  :ii»|)(»iiito«l  in  AiiL''>Ht  or 
Soptoinl)or  in  1  .ST)  K  himI  \'<'i  v  soon  nia<le  tlicir  way  to\v;ii-d 
tlu!  i'uiiu'o  tlK^atcr  of  tlicir  ollicial  duties.  I''i-:iiici.s  W.  I'lij-t, 
witli  one  or  two  otlici-s,  caiiu'  up  the  Missouri,  and  .-lopjxMl 
at  the  rresbytcuian  niinister's  house  at  Uc^llcvue,  in  Xi'hr:i.s- 
ka,  nearly  opposite  the  southwestern  ])oini  of  Pottawattamie 
county.  T.  B.  Cuniin<i;,  of  rve<)kul<:,  the  newly  appointcfl 
secretary,  crossed  the  state  and  stopped  at  C'ojuieil  Blutls. 
With  him  were  Ferguson,  Chief  .lustif<',  Izard,  U.  S.  Mar- 
shal, and  one  or  two  other  ollleials,  and  just  about  the  same 
time,G.  L.  MiHer,  M.  A7.  Thayer,  C.  W.  Smith,  J.  S.  .\[or- 
ton,  and  several  others  whose  names  have  since  beeomo 
famous  in  Xebraska  history,  arrived  at  tlie  Paeilic  House, 
and  Avei*e  provided  for  by  its  host,  Immedialely  an  earnest 
and  mostaetive  canvass  -was  l)eiL(un  in  relation  to  tlie  location 
of  the  future  seat  of  government  of  Xehraska.  The  com- 
peting points  were  Bellevue  and  ()mal)a.  ()f  course  the 
citizens  of  Council  Bluffs  actively  favored  the  latter  ]»lace, 
and  lots  in  it  were  sold  hy  the  Ferry  Company  at  exceeding- 
ly low  rates  to  all  persons  avIu^  were  supposed  ca})ahle  of 
wielding  any  influence  in  its  favor.  Cun.iing  ^vas  so(Ui  won 
over  to  the  interests  of  Omaha,  hut  Gov.  Burt  and  his 
friends  were  suj^posed  to  favor  Bellevue,  and  had  he  lived 
there  is  little  doubt  that  he  would  have  designated  it  as  the 
capital.  But  just  at  the  crisis,  when  the  (piestion  was  ahout 
to  be  decided  in  favor  of  Bellevue,  Burt  sickened  and 
died.  This  settled  the  question,  for  very  soon  a  prtX'lama- 
tion  was  issued  by  Cuming,  as  acting  Governor,  calling  the 
first  session  of  the  legislature  at  Omaha,  and  although  stren- 
uous efforts  were  afterwards  made  for  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  that  p]ae(\  yet  they  wei-e  entirely  unsuecesst'ul 
during  the  existence  of  its  territorial  government.  It  was 
late  in  the  fall  before  suitable  buildings  for  the  accouimoda- 
tlon  of  the  oiThmu's  could  be  erected  on  the  eiist  side  of  ihe 
river,  ami  the  Pacilie  House  in  C>)uncil  Bluif-,  tlierefore, 
practically  remained  for  several  \veeks  the  caytital  of  Xe- 
braska.    From  it  the  proclamation  for  the  Territorial  Li'g- 
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ishitiiro  was  isHued,  altliougli,  of  cour.so,  dated  in  OiumIiii; 
and  liere  all  tli(^  jdans  wore  canvassed  and  pn^paiuid  iorliold- 
ing  the  election.  The  ])0})nlation  of  Nebraska  was  as  yet 
very  small,  but  it  secui*ed  large  ac(.H'ssions  Croni  Pf)tlawata- 
inie  and  other  river  counties  in  Jowa,  a  few  days  previous 
to  opening  the  polls,  so  that  when  tlie  votes  came  to  be 
counted,  (piite  a  respectable  showing  was  made.  A  large 
number  of  voters,  however,  re-crossed  the  river  a  day  or  two 
after  the  election  and  resunied  their  old  homes  in  Iowa. 
Several  of  tlie  former  citizens  of  Council  Blntts  were  elect- 
ed to  tlie  first  legislature  of  Nebraska,  among  wdjom  was  II. 
D.  Johnson,  A.  J.  Ilanscom,  A.  D.  Jones,  J.  C.  Mitchell, 
and  IT.  C.  Purple.  The  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
at  Omalia  proved  a  fortunate  event,  alike  for  that  ])lace  and 
Council  Bluffs,  as  it  lias  eventuated  in  building  up  impor- 
tant and  influential  communities  at  this  point  on  the  river, 
whose  influence  lias  been  widely  felt  and  acknowledged  in 
tlie  future  legislation  and  history  of  the  country.  Although 
the  citizens  of  the  twin  sisters  "  —  as  the  two  towns  have 
sometimes  been  called  —  manifest  pretty  decided  feelings 
of  rivalry  toward  each  other,  and  although  the  editors  of 
the  newspapers  published  on  each  side  of  the  river  are  es- 
pecially fond  of  writing  squibs,  more  or  less  personal,  caus- 
tic, or  denunciatory,  of  their  rival  cities,  and  although 
strong  antagonistic  interests  upon  various  public  and  busi- 
ness questions  have  frequently  sprung  up,  yet  on  the  whole 
the  people  of  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  have  always  been 
especially  proud  of  each  other  and  of  their  peculiarly  fortu- 
nate location  on  the  great  line  of  internal  communication 
midway  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific. 

The  winter  of  1854-5  was  one  of  unusual  mildness. 
Scarcely  any  rain  or  snow  fell  to  the  earth,  from  October 
until  late  in  April.  The  roads  were  hard,  dry,  and  dusty, 
and  as  smooth  as  a  house  floor,  and  out-door  work  went  on 
as  usual  during  nearly  the  entire  winter.  Cattle  were  kept 
on  the  Missouri  bottoms  ^nth  very  little  other  food  than 
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was  found  among  tlic  timhor  and  lii^di  grass.  In  manvBidj- 
sequenl  years  the  people  of  the  Missouri  valley  were  aeciis- 
tomed  to  look  baek  to  this  winter  as  the  linest  within  their 
exporienee  of  the  beauties  of  tlie  western  eliniate,  Tiie  sun 
shone  Lriglit  and  clear,  and  as  it  fell  helow  the  western 
prairies,  it  left  beliind  it  in  the  golden  horizon  aboveaseene 
of  beauty  and  niagnitieence  hardly  efpialed  in  any  otlu:r 
land  less  remote  than  the  suTiny  climes  of  Italy.  The 
people  of  the  little  city  nestled  among  the  bluffs  enjoyed 
the  beautiful  weather  with  })eculiar  zest,  and  hunting,  horse- 
racing,  and  horseback-riding  were  the  evcjy-day  amuse- 
ments of  its  not  very  numerous  population.  Social  gather- 
ings and  dancing  were  frequent,  and  some  of  the  latter, 
where  the  Mormon  element  })redominated,  were  opened  and 
closed  according  to  the  old  customs  that  prevaiU-d  in  the 
days  of  Orson  Hyde,  with  singing  religious  hymns  and  v>'it)i 
prayer.  On  one  occasion  in  the  latter  part  of  JDecember,  a 
number  of  ladies  crossed  the  river  to  Omaha,  and  visited 
the  new  state  house,  where  the  grave  legislators  of  Xel)raska 
were  engaged  in  making  laws  for  the  new  territory.  Paus- 
ing in  one  of  the  lower  rooms,  they  sent  up  a  messenger  to 
inform  their  friends  of  their  arrival,  and  of  their  desire  to 
witness  their  deliberations.  Very  soon  a  tremendous  cheer 
and  shout  were  heard  proceeding  from  the  legislative  halls, 
and  on  inquiry  it  was  soon  found  that  both  bodies,  upon  the 
announcement  of  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  had  adjourned, 
and  had  moreover  resolved  to  have  a  good  time,  generally. 
Very  soon  all  parties,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  governor,  sec- 
retary, marshal,  and  judges,  re-crossed  the  river  to  Counril 
Bluffs,  Avhere  many  of  them  resided,  and  spent  tlio  niglit  in 
an  old-i\ishioned  ball,  at  the  Pacific  House,  kcepnig  it  up  — 
as  one  lady,  who  was  present,  recently  informed  the  writer  — 
until  live  o'clock  the  follovring  morning.  But  it  was  deter- 
mined that  more  visits  from  the  ladies  of  Council  Bluifs  to 
the  legislature  could  not  be  permitted,  earlier  than  Friday 
afternoon  in  each  week,  from  fear  of  seriously  interfering 
with  the  proper  transaction  of  business. 
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The  practice  of  hor.seback-ridiii*^  I))-  thu  <^entlor  sex  led, 
on  Cliristiiias  Kvc,  to  a  most  distrc^riinii;  accident,  which,  for 
a  time,  threw  a  gloom  ovci-  llie  entire  community.  Miss 
Ann  Floyd,  a  beautiful  young  hidy,  adopted  dauLditei-  of 
Mr.  James  C.  Mitchell,  wliile  thus  engaged,  fell  from  lier 
horse,  was  taken  up  senseless,  and  soon  after  ex]jired.  Her 
obsequies  were  attended  by  nearly  the  entire  po}julati(»n, 
who  sincerely  mourned  her  loss. 

But  little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  1854  in  the 
erection  of  new  buildings.  A  few  store-houses  were  erect- 
ed in  place  of  those  burned  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
but  these  also  were  destroyed  by  fire  as  stated  in  our  last 
number,  early  in  January,  1855.  Besides  these,  hardly  half 
a  dozen  frame  buildings  were  erected  during  tlie  year.  Tlie 
main  portion  of  the  inhabitants  still  resided  in  the  log  build- 
ings which  had  been  erected  by  the  early  Mormon  pioneers, 
improved  in  some  cases  by  a  covering  of  boards  or  planks. 
Instead  of  being  plastered  in  the  usual  mode,  they  were 
lined  with  cotton  goods,  and  in  many  cases,  presented  quite 
a  cozy  and  comfortable  appearance.  It  was  not  until  the 
following  year  that  the  embryo  city  really  took  a  step  for» 
ward  in  substantial  buildings  and  population. 

(to  be  continued.) 


SKETCH  OF  PEAITKLIK  COUNTY. 


BY  NETTIE  SANFORD,  MARSHALLTOWN. 


FTtAKHLIjST  county  is  a  very  fine  section  of  land,  situa- 
ted between  Butler  and  Wright  counties,  and  in  1870, 
had  only  4,710  population,  the  scarcity  of  timber  being 
a  drawback  to  its  early  settlement  in  great  numbers.  At 
present  railroads  are  building  in  the  vicinity.    The  Central 
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Railroad  of  Iowa,  crossing;  aliout  midway  I'roui  the  county 
lino  oast  to  west,  is  alrcad}-  lini.slK'd,  lic-int:;  ilic  link  brtwt.-on 
St.  Paul  and  St.  Louis,  and  when  lici'  i-adi'oads  are  (-oniph-t- 
ed,  Franklin  county  wit!  till  u}>  rapidly  with  an  enter|>ri>-ing 
class  of  citizens,  as  the  nucleus  formed  is  already  of  that 
character. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  county  was  made  .'it  Main's 
Grove,  hy  John  Main  and  James  Kevee,  in  Oetoher,  18.02, 
John  Main  driving  his  wagon  into  the  shade  of  the  trees  in 
the  morning,  and  ^Ir.  Revee  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  for  it  was  a  pleasant,  sun-shining  time  in 
Autumn.  The  walnuts  and  hazelnuts  were  droi)i)ing  among 
the  dead  leaves,  a  partridge  drummed  a  merry  welcome 
fi'om  the  top  of  an  old  oak  tree,  and  as  busy  hands  make 
light  hearts,  these  brave  pioneers  did  not  sutler  from  home- 
sickness at  first.  There  were  a  few  trappers  at  Clear  Lake, 
the  Wrights  on  Lime  creek,  in  Cerro  Gordo  county,  and 
these  were  all  the  settlements  of  white  men  between  them 
and  the  Minnesota  line,  over  one  hundred  miles  away.  Mr. 
Kevee  and  Main  were  obliged  to  go  to  Dubuque  for  ilour 
and  groceries,  a  distance  of  175  miles,  across  the  trackless 
prairies,  and  paying  high  pr.ces,  with  the  tedious  journeys 
stated,  made  the  load  very  valuable  by  the  time  it  reached 
their  little  cabins.  Completely  isolated  from  the  busy 
world  —  their  solitude  enlivened  only  by  the  howl  of  wolves 
or  the  appearance  of  swarms  of  begging  Indians  —  the 
hope  of  a  home  more  comfortable  in  the  future  Avas  the  only 
bright  spot  in  the  terrible  days  of  their  despondency  after 
winter  set  in,  Thomas  Downs  settled  in  the  grove  that 
bears  his  name,  situated  near  the  north  side  of  the  plat  c)f 
the  thriving  town  of  Ackley,  in  the  year  1858.  On  the  4th 
of  July,  1854,  the  settlement  at  stain's  grove,  having  added 
a  dozen  more  families  to  those  we  have  mentioned,  were 
startled  by  the  appearance  of  a  dusty,  heated  messenger, 
rushing  into  Eevee's  house  with  the  exciting  news  from 
Clear  Lake,  that  the  Sioux  were  on  the  war  path,  and  in- 
stead of  indulging  in  dreams  of  national  enthusiasm,  dis- 
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crctioii  was  the  better  ]);irt  ol"  valor,  and  llic  best  tiling  to 
1)0  done  under  tlie  c-ii'cunistaiici'rt,  was  to  lake;  a  lih»*  oi' 
inareli  i'or  the  setth'iiu'iit  at  lieaver's  ^TON-e,  not  far  fVoni  the 
vilhige  ol' New  Jlartloi'd,  in  I^uth-r  (tounty.  'J'h(,'  ('erro 
Gordo  county  ])eople  made  their  ohjective  point,  Marhhj 
Kock,  in  tlie  same  county,  under  tlio  same  pressure.  Tt  was 
hard  to  leave  tlieir  g-rowinii;  ero[)s,  theii-  lilllc  lioiucs,  to  tli(i 
maraudijii;-  robbers,  but  there  was  no  help  for  it,  and  so -like 
the  Israelites  in  their  march  for  Canaan,  th(;y  took  their 
wives  and  little  ones,  chickens,  t)igs,  cows,  and  calves  — 
everything  that  had  breath,  was  put  forward  on  the  Indian 
trail  toward  the  place  of  safety. 

After  three  weeks  of  inaction  and  visiting  their  more 
fortunate  neighbors  to  their  hearts'  content,  not  hearing 
anything  further  from  the  Indians,  who  were  either  afraid 
to  attack,  or  only  intended  to  scare  the  settlers,  I'cturn- 
ed  to  their  homes,  their  only  enemies  being  mice  and  in- 
sects, which  had  littered  up  the  cabins  with  the  debris  of  a 
few  balls  ihoy  had  improvised,  to  pass  away  the  lonely  hours 
while  tlie  hostess  w^ns  away. 

There  w^as  no  mail  except  by  a  special  messenger,  imtil 
in  1856,  when  a  weekly  line  was  established  from  Hampton, 
the  county  scat,  to  Cedar  Falls.  But  sometimes  tiie  mail 
carrier  w'ould  get  careless,  and  weeks  would  elapse  before 
the  old  coach  Avould  make  its  appearance. 

One  time,  in  1861,  wdien  the  whole  country  was  in  a  tre- 
mor of  excitement  to  know  whether  the  Star  of  the  "West 
would  get  provisions  to  Sumpter,  Hampton  people  had  no 
mail  for  nearly  seven  Aveeks.  The  snoAv  was  deep,  and  the 
mail  agent  would  not  venture  out.  ^Ir.  Owens,  now  living 
in  Mason  City,  walked  50  miles  —  from  Iowa  Falls  to  that 
place  —  on  snow^  shoes,  and  carried  the  mail  on  his  hack. 
Of  such  heroic  stuff  w^ere  border  men  made.  IIam|)ton 
fumed  and  fretted  at  their  mail  ager^t,  and  in  the  Franklin 
County  Becord  there  appeared  a  wood  cut,  of  a  turtle  with 
sprawling  legs,  hitched  to  a  mail  sled  that  on  its  covered  top 
had  the  words,     From  Cedar  Falls  to  Hampton,"  and, 
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just  peeping  out,  lljo  l()n<.';  nose  of  tlic  (lri\  <-r.  Tli'i-i  w  oix] 
cut  was  accomi)anie(l  by  a  comic  poem,  by  AV.  N.  J)aviclson, 
from  wbich  we  take  the  liberty  to  transcribe  a  verse  or 
BO  :  — 

"Skedaddle!  skedaddle,  my  turtle,  akedaddlt! 
For  Hampton  is  in  si;,^ht ;  now  swin^'  out  each  jraddle, 

Show  them  what  a  siiell-back  can  do  in  his  jiriiiie: 
They're  watching  to  sec  if  you  run  upon  time." 

We  laugbed  heartily  over  this  page  of  a  period  that  had 
Bome  shady  sides,  enough  to  bring  tears  instead' of  snjiles, 
from  sympathetic  hearts. 

Franklin  City  was  laid  out  in  1857,  and  as  it  gained  a 
wide  reputation  in  the  financial  world,  a  word  of  its  first 
inception  upon  this  wicked  planet  may  be  of  interest. 

The  original  proprietor  was  James  M.  Pattee,  who  lived 
originally  in  Philadelphia,  but  drifting  along  with  the  tide 
of  emigration,  came  into  Franklin  county.  Whether  tempted 
by  tlie  evil  one,  or  a  real  case  of  total  depra\dty,  I  cannot 
say,  but  the  rascal,  by  the  help  of  one  Sherman  Reed,  sold 
about  §30,000  worth  of  lots  in  a  city  that  never  had  a  house 
upon  the  town  plat.  There  was  a  splendid  lithograph  map 
got  up  in  style,  to  deceive  eastern  yjeople.  A  steamboat 
lay  at  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Iowa  river  —  the  same 
being  a  mile  or  so  away,  carrpng  on  its  little,  placid  bosom 
no  ambitious  designs  to  be  a  great  artery  of  commerce. 
Lots  sold  as  high  as  $2,000,  and  the  officers, of  Franklin 
county  have  been  often  in  receipt  of  letters  from  distressed 
citizens  at  various  times,  who  had  been  deceived  in  their 
distant  homes  by  these  rascals. 

One  nian  from  Canada  came  vrith  his  little  all  —  a  wagon 
load  of  children  — to  occupy  his  house  and  lot  in  Franklin 
City,  that  he  had  paid  $4,000  for,  and  had  nothing  left  when 
he  reached  the  spot  of  prairie  grass  staked  out  as  his  do- 
main—  25  by  100  feet  of  good,  fat,  Iowa  loam,  however. 
Eastern  papers  rightly  named  such  rascals  Ilawkeyes,  and 
finally  the  word  lost  its  oifensive  associations  by  the  many 
deeds  of  valor  and  merit  that  characterized  the  people  of 
Iowa  after  this  period. 
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THE  Scott  County  Pioneer  Settlers'  Association,  of  Scott 
county,  held  their  fifteenth  annual  festival  at  Dav- 
enport, on  tlie  evening  of  January  9t]i,  1872,  on  which 
occasion  the  Hon.  James  Grant  pronounced  the  follouin'^ 
eloquent  eulogy  on  some  of  the  pioneer  dead  of  Scott 
county  :  — 

There  is  always  a  sadness  attendant  on  our  annual  meet- 
ings. This  association  w^as  created  to  preserve  from  ohliv- 
ion  the  memory  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and  to 
makq  some  permanent  record  of  past  events,  which  other- 
wise would  be  forgotten  when  our  day  and  generation  had 
departed. 

We  have  all  lived  so  many  years  in  this  community  that 
we  are  now  old  men  and  old  women.  Long  before  our  or- 
ganization w^as  created,  a  large  majority  of  the  settlers  of 
this  county  —  prior  to  December  1,  1840 — 'had  passed  out 
of  existence,  without  a  record  of  even  their  names,  mucli 
less  their  history. 

Every  year  since  our  organization  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  some  members  of  this  bodv 
whose  lives  had  been  passed  in  usefulness  among  us,  and 
whose  memory  Avas  endeared  to  us  by  fond  recollections. 
Antoine  Le  Claire,  Ebenezer  Cook,  AVillard  Barrows,  and 
Charles  Metteer,  who  had  held  high  positions  in  society, 
and  been  presidents  of  this  body,  have  all  died  and  been 
buried  by  this  society,  with  the  honor  and  respect  due  to 
well-spent  lives. 

'Kexer,  in  the  last  fourteen  years,  have  we  met,  in  this  hal- 
lowed congregation,  without  performing  the  melanclioly 
duty  of  fune]*al  honors  to  some  brave  men  or  women,  who 
had  periled  their  lives  in  the  wilderness,  and  had  been  co- 
workers with  us  in  all  these  honest  and  honorable  labors 
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wliicli  iiukK'  (Ills  tilt*  ii-:tr(l»'ii  of  llic  aixl  lill.-d  it  with 

iiitolligCMK.H',  luxnrv,  and  i  (  rmciiiciit. 

But 'in  tlio  jiiist  year,  oiii-  assor-iatcs  LTcalci-  in  ihiihIxt 
and  personal  cliai-ackT  and  influcnoe  ilian  i-vi-v  Ix-Wtvc 
have  dicul  ;  and  tlie  yeiir  1<S7],  Iroin  its  Ix-Lfinninir  to  it-, 
close,  lias  gatlu'red  from  our  mid.-t  a  liai-vest  of  dcatli  u  itlj- 
out  a  jniralle]  in  our  history.  Dui'inu;  that  j.crifKl,  ciL^d it 
men  and  women  —  wliose  lives  had  hei-n  lonn%  useful,  and 
honorable  amoni:;  us — have  been  taken  from  earth  to  a  life 
immortal.    Tliey  are  numbered  as  follows  :  — 

Thomas  Jones,  Leroy  1  )odo-e,  Jabez  A.  Bin-hard,  Kh<n<'zer 
Cook,  James  Daveni)ort,  Rodolplius  Bennett,  Alanson  Xo- 
ble,  Miehael  Coo])er,  AN^illiam  Wilson,  Isadoi-e  ])a]>roii,  Jas. 
Jack,  Mrs.  Isabella  Maclot  Wallace,  Mrs.  Charles  11.  Kld- 
ridge,  Mrs.  J^diraim  Lane,  Mrs.  Wm.  II.  Gabhert,  Mrs.  d. 
M.  Dunn,  and  Miss  Lucy  Campbell  —  daughter  of  Andrew 
W.  Campbell  —  and  :\Ir*s.  Milo  Pollock. 

You  do  not  expect  me  to  give  a  short  history  of  the  life 
of  each  or  any  of  our  deceased  friends,  but  in  this  large 
array  of  names,  the  mention  of  every  one  of  which  will 
carry  our  memories  to  days  long  vanislied,  and  recall  char- 
acters and  events  which  had  years  been  forgotten,  there  are 
some  who  occupied  the  very  front  ranks  in  the  mareh  of 
ci\dlizatioii  and  order  which  created  this  county. 

Thomas  Jones  died  early  in  tlie  year.  -Leroy  Dodge, 
James  Davenport,  Ebenezer  Cook,  Jabez  A.  Burehard,  and 
liodolphus  Bennett,  all  died  between  the  harvest  and  the 
fall  of  the  leaves  of  1871.  They  were  among  the  greatest  of 
the  great  men  of  Scott  county,  in  days  of  yore  ;  they  con- 
tinued tall  trees  in  the  forest  of  talent,  industry  and  energy 
which  has  honored  Scott  county  since  its  habitation  by  the 
whites.  They  trod  on  and  literally  rubl)ed  out  the  receding 
footprints  of  the  red  man,  when  the  Caucasian  wave  rolled 
its  wdiite  crest  west  of  the  Father  of  Waters  in  Iowa. 

Leroy  Dodge  was,  for  a  long  period  of  his  early  life,  a 
steamboat  pilot  and  owner,  on  the  river  which  runs  from  us 
o  the  gulf.     He  settled  in  this  county  and  became  a  lead- 
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ing  and  i)roniineiit  larinor,  in  1839.  lie  was  elected  to  the 
Ici^iKlature  in  1852.  No  man  in  IiIh  township  was  more 
intcHip;ent  or  nyeCnl.  In  i)rivato  life  lie  was  a  good  hus- 
band, a  kind  father,  and  an  exeni))hiry  neighhor. 

El)en(izer  Cook  lias  ()C(.'n])ied  as  large  a  phice  in  the  confi- 
dence of  tlie  inhaljitants  of  this  county  as  Jiny  otlier  man. 
lie  was  first,  clerk  of  the  district  court  after  its  organization 
in  this  county.  He  held  various  places  of  trustand  honor — 
was  in  the  constitutional  convention  of  1845  —  was  alder- 
man and  mayor  of  your  city,  and  was  connected  with  the 
Rock  Island  railroad  from  its  organization.  IJe  was  a 
banker,  and  at  one  time  the  leading  one  in  the  state.  As 
clerk  of  the  court,  he  signed  my  license  to  practice  law  in 
Iowa.  One  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  county  that  I  ever 
saw  —  my  calling  and  his  own  brought  us  in  constant  inter- 
course for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  deservedly  held 
a  high  place  in  your  esteem,  and  his  loss  to  you,  as  a  peoi)le, 
will  be  long  and  deeply  deplored.  This  is  not  a  place  or 
occasion  for  indiscriminate  praise  or  general  adulation, 
much  less  for  censure. 

We  knew  Ebenezer  Cook  as  well  as  any  man  outside  of 
his  own  family,  and  few  men  have  lived  a  more  useful  life  — 
few  have  done  more  to  give  this  county  and  this  city  the 
exalted  position  which  they  hold  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  In 
private  life,  wdio  was  his  superior  ? 

James  Davenport  was  a  man  who  possessed  many  ele- 
ments of  character  in  common  with  Ebenezer  Cook  and 
Leroy  Dodge.  He  was  a  well  informed  man  —  perhaps, 
like  those  early  settlers,  not  well  educated ;  a  man  of  gen- 
erous impulses,  great  prudence  and  circumspection  in  affairs. 
He,  with  John  Sullivan  and  a  few  others  like  them — among 
them.  Dr.  Barrows  ~  undertook  to  build  the  tovrn  of  Eock- 
ingham,  as  the  county  seat  of  this  county,  and  no  greater 
compliment  can  be  paid  to  their  ability  than  to  say,  that  for 
four  years  they  kept  it  an  open  question.  They  contested 
the  palm  of  place  and  pride  against  the  most  beautiful  town 
site  on  the  river,  with  a  little  neck  of  sand  surrounded  by  a 
8 


58 


ANNALS  OK  IOWA. 


[JANI'AIIV, 


swamp  —  against  all  the  odds  of  wealth  and  talent  Kcarccly 
inferior  to  their  own,  until  the  w}u>le  territory  wan  convulsed 
wdth  the  contest. 

Jabez  A.  Birchard  was  of  the  most  intelligent  —  j)erhai)H 
I  shall  offend  no  one  if  I  say  he  was  Oui  most  intelliircnt 
farmer  that  lionored  the  early  history  of  Scott  county.  In 
those  days  it  was  my  privilege  to  see  him  ollen  —  to  know 
him  well.  Ilis  knowledge  not  only  of  farming,  hut  of  those 
general  affairs  which  interest  the  masses,  was  very  great  and 
very  exact.  He  only  lacked  the  confidence  which  is  need- 
ed to  make  a  public  speaker,  to  have  been  as  distinguished 
in  public  assemblies  as  he  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of 
bis  neighborhood. 

Rodolphus  Bennett  was  once  connected  with  a  great  })ub- 
lishing  house  in  one  of  the  eastern  states,  lie  was  the  first 
mayor  of  the  town  of  Davenport,  and  would  have  held  many 
places  of  public  trust,  but  office-holding  and  office-seeking 
were  not  congenial  to  his  nature. 

If  time  permitted,  I  should  speak  largely  on  the  excellent 
characters  of  the  other  old  settlers,  men  and  w^omen,  who 
have  died  during  the  past  year. 

It  has  been  to  us  a  year  of  sadness,  "  days  to  be  remem- 
bered, for  they  shall  be  many."  It  comes  home  to  our  hearts' 
core  — it  follows  our  waking  hours,  that  death  has  demand- 
ed a  hecatomb  of  offerings  from  our  once  numerous,  but 
now  little,  band  of  pioneers. 

Our  pale  faces  have  erased  the  land-marks  of  the  red  son 
of  the  prairies  ;  \vq  have  cultivated  where  he  hunted ;  we 
have  supplanted  his  w^igw^am  with  the  dwelling,  the  church, 
the  seat  of  justice,  and  the  school ;  we  have  banished 
his  barter  trade  of  skins,  and  made  depots  for  commerce 
and  trade  by  river  and  rail ;  we  have  built  up  —  ^vith  the 
help  of  our  dead  —  a  little  republic,  where  the  plow  has 
superseded  the  bow  and  arrow,  in  earning  a  livelihood, 
and  where  intelligence  and  virtue  have  driven  away  barbar- 
ism and  vice.  And,  so  far  as  is  proper,  we  may  congratu- 
late ourselves  and  our  children,  upon  the  heritage  we  have 
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created.  But  deiith  luis  stricken  both  leaders  and  people  of 
the  ancient  days.  We  who  live,  are  l)eing  Bwal lowed  up 
and  al)sorbcd  by  a  later  generation,  and  we  are  now  on  the 
utiuost  verge  of  time. 

When  w^e  look  over  the  long  funeral  array  of  1871,  we 
invohintarily  look  each  other  in  the  face,  and  the  anxious 
thought  of  who  shall  <ro  next,  betrays  itself  without  utter- 
ance. We  are  old  men  and  women,  fast  tottering  U)  tlie 
grave;  we  must  soon  follow  the  large  concourse  of  1871.  A 
few  years  like  the  past  and  none  of  us  will  be  left  to  condole 
or  congratulate. 

In  the  past  liistory  of  this  society,  its  members  who  now 
survive  have  been  afflicted  with  many  sorrows.  Scarcely 
one  among  us  has  not  lost  a  connection  or  relative —  a 
father  or  mother,  a  husband  or  wife,  a  brother  or  sister,  a 
son  or  daughter.  Each  one  has  liad  the  piercing  iron  of 
anguish  enter  into  his  soul,  and  his  life  obscured  by  shad- 
ows, clouds,  and  darkness.  Other  misfortunes —  the  loss  of 
estate,  the  destruction  of  business,  the  waste  or  loss  of 
labor  —  have  been  endured  at  some  time  of  our  now  long 
life,  by  nearly  every  one  now  present  and  absent  who 
belongs  to  this  goodly  company. 

But  the  clouds  do  not  always  flit  benveen  us  and  the  sun. 
Calamity  has  been  the  exception,  not  the  rule  of  our  lives. 
We  have  been,  and  those  who  survive  now  are,  useful  men 
and  women.  Our  lives  have  been,  in  the  main,  happily  and 
profitably  lived,  and  the  future  has  no  perils  for  us  beyond 
what  are  common  to  our  nature. 

There  is  a  future  in  this  w^orld  to  the  memory  of  the  dead 
of  1871,  and  we  to-night  record  it.  A  life  of  energy,  indus- 
try, and  truthfulness,  has  been  rewarded  in  tlieir  case  by 
honor  and  respect  in  old  age  and  death.  Their  labors  have 
lived  after  them.  Ours,  in  common  with  theirs,  will  sur- 
vive us.  We  were  all,  like  our  county,  new  men.  We 
began  witli  frotier  life,  with  privations  and  hardships.  Our 
greatest  elibrts  of  either  mind  or  body  were  little  things. 
M^e  planted  a  prairie,  with  a  field  here  and  another  thei'e  ; 
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a  log  cabin  in  this  pljice,  another  miles  away  ;  we  BCttled  a 
village  on  the  banks  of  tlie  river;  we  organized  a  society 
first,  a  ncigl)])orhood,  then  a  county,  then  a  viUage,  and 
then  a  state. 

We  can  now  behold  a  county  with  nearly  all  its  land 
under  the  plow.  Every  township  has  its  village,  tlie  eounty- 
eeat  the  largest  city  in  the  state,  and  the  state  one  ol'  the 
greatest  in  a  s^vnixt  Union. 

We  have  lived  in  the  age  of  progress,  and  we  have  kejjt 
in  the  fore-front  of  civilized  advancement.  AVe  are  not  now 
frontiersmen,  cut  off  from  civilization,  fighting  with  savn- 
ges  and  wild  beasts  for  the  land  ;  but  we  are  in  the  center 
of  a  continent  of  civilized  life.  Whatever  in  the  progress 
of  art  and  science  contributes  to  the  usefulness  and  ha}i])i- 
ness  of  man,  we  enjoy.  Railroads,  telegraphs,  steam  en- 
gines, machinery,  everything  that  lightens  labor  and  gives  it 
value,  is  ours. 

We  have  created  the  first  city  and  county  of  the  state. 
We  have  the  best  cultivated  fields,  and  the  largest  nund)er 
of  any  county  in  Iowa ;  and  we  have  the  most  comprehen- 
sive and  best  organized  system  of  public  education  in  the 
state,  and  one  which  will  bear  honorable  mention  in  any 
state. 

We  organized  society  in  the  desert.  We  who  survive 
enjoy  civilization  in  its  highest  form,  and  whatever  is  found 
to  be  most  useful  in  the  arts.  Whatever  of  happiness  there 
is  in  morality,  and  in  intelligence,  in  the  school  and  church, 
in  education  and  refinement,  in  constant  and  easy  inter- 
course with  our  fellows,  in  confidence  and  cheap  transit  of 
trade,  and  sale  of  products  of  labor,  in  the  telegraph  and 
printing  press  —  is  ours  to-day,  and  to  the  end  of  our  lives. 

Most  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  county  survived  the  pri- 
vations, the  wants,  the  perils,  and  poverty  of  frontier  life. 
They  endured  most  suffering  from  1838  to  1S34,  but  they 
lived  to  greet  thedawqi  of  a  better  day  for  themselves.  They 


1872.]  TIIOSK   LINDEN  TKEKS.  61 

saw  tlie  l)ri<i:ht  Runshiiie  of  the  roHj-fleoccd  morn  of  pros- 
perity, and  lived  to  feel  it^^  meridian  splendor  on  tlj^-mselves 
and  their  families. 

"  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  attended  tliem  all  tlicirdays, 
and  they  sliall  dwell  in  the  liouse  of  the  Lord  forever." 


THOSE  LINDEN  TREES. 


BY  ELIPIIALET  PRICE. 


OMAY  my  memory  cherish  long 
Those  days  w^hen  down  the  U\ne  I  strayed, 
With  ardent  gaze  to  watch  for  him, 

Where  falls  the  linden's  evening  shade  ; 
And  when  his  manly  form  appeared 

Wliere  twilight  fringed  the  distant  hill, 
The  fire-liy  flashed  her  brightest  spark. 
The  evening  minstrels  piped  with  skill. 

I  listened  to  the  clatterinsf  hoof, 

As  swift,  more  swift  his  sorrel  flew, — 
A  timid  country  girl  was  I  — 

And  he  w^as  from  the  country,  too. 
How  often  in  that  lane  we  met ; 

The  kiss  he  gave  none  ever  knew, 
Wliile  loitering  homeward  on  the  side 

Where  trees  their  evening  shadows  threw. 

Each  with  a  hand  the  bridle  held. 

And  sorrel  knew  each  grassy  place. 

For  there  he'd  fetch  us  half  around  — 
Which  always  brought  us  face  to  face. 


62 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[JAM'AKY, 


The  tree-toad  never  leiirned  to  count, 
The  katy-(1i(l,  a  promise  madu 

That  none  nhould  know  the  kisses  Lp\  en 
AVhcre  falls  the  linden's  evenin<;  shade. 

"When  Jolin  and  I  are  all  alone, 

And  crickets  sing  their  evening  strain, 
I  often  ask  if  lie's  forgot 

The  linden  trees  in  father's  lane. 
He'll  turn,  and  with  a  wandering  stare, 

His  iraze  on  me  a  moment  fix  ; 
Then  hitch  towards  the  chimney  jar, 

And  slowly  mutter,  jid-dle-sticks. 


TEE  IOWA  STATE  NORMAL  ACADEMY  OF  OTSIO,  AT 
IOWA  CITY. 


BY  THE  SECRETARY. 


THIS  mstitution  was  incorporated  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  June  9,  1866,  and  duly 
recorded  at  Des  ]\Ioines  ;  also  at  the  court  hou^e  of  John- 
son county.  The  first  article  of  incorporation  is  as  follows  : 
"  This  incorporation  shall  he  known  as  the  Iowa  State  JS'or- 
mal  Academy  of  Music,  with  its  place  of  business  at  Iowa 
City."  "  Article  2d.  The  object  of  this  incorporation  shall 
be  to  give  complete  courses  of  instruction  in  the  science  of 
music  —  both  vocal  and  instrumental." 

Incorporators  —  Robert  Hutchinson,  J.  H.  Branch,  E. 
Shepard,  ^T.  K.  Leonard,  Cah^n  Starr,  O.  C.  Isbell,  C.  L. 
Mosier,  W.  H.  Hubbard. 

June  6th,  the  above  incorporators  held  a  meeting  and 
elected  the  following  board  of  officers  :  liobert  Hutchinson, 
President;  N".  R.  Leonard,  Vice-President;  J.  H.  Branch, 
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Treanurer ;  E.  M.  Guilin,  Secretary.  And  the  following 
named  persons  were  elt'cted  trustees  :  O.  C.  Ls])ell,  Iowa 
City;  "W.  11.  Hubbard,  Iowa  City;  O.  S.  Terry,  Musca- 
tine. 

This  school  for  musical  instruction  is  the- only  institution 
in  the  state  oC  Iowa,  havin<^  the  same  object  in  view,  wliich 
has  been  incorpoi-ated  ;  and  it  was  very  fitting  that  its  loca- 
tion should  be  at  Iowa  City,  the  seat  of  the  State  University, 
when  considered  as  an  important  educational  j)oint.  Up  to 
this  time  the  attendance  upon  tlie  University  averaged,  in 
the  various  departments,  from  three  to  four  liundrcd  stu- 
dents each  term.  The  dcm.and  for  musical  instruction 
among  the  masses  is  increased  in  proportion  to  tlie  general 
culture  of  the  people,  and  the  desire  to  have  music  as  a 
science  and  art  tauglit  in  the  University  as  a  regular  Ijrancli 
seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  sentiment.  It  would  not  be  in 
keeping  with  tlie  young,  thriving,  go-ahead  state  of  Iowa, 
as  exhibited  in  other  directions,  did  it  not  partake  some- 
what of  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  regard  to  music  culture. 

With  respect  to  music  in  the  University,  be  it  said  to  its 
credit,  that  it  did  run  well  for  a  time  ;  but  it  has  "  put  its 
hand  to  the  plow  and  looked  back,"  be  it  said  to  its  dis- 
credit. It  was  the  design  of  some  of  the  corporators  of  the 
academy  of  Music  to  so  engraft  it  into  the  University,  that 
it  should  eventually  and  at  all  times  be  recognized  as  one  of 
the  essential  branches  of  that  institution.  But  these  dreams 
were  not  to  be  realized.  There  seems  to  be  very  little  affin- 
ity between  politics  and  music.  Politicians  are  very  seldom 
musicians  —  at  least  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The 
University  being  governed  principally  by  politicians  —  who 
are  as  far  from  being  musicians  as  a  youth  is  from  being  a 
fully  developed  man  —  this  important  branch  of  education 
(science  and  art)  is  ignored.  The  academy  of  Music  has, 
therefore,  otlered  the  only  advantages  to  the  student  vrhcre 
a  thorough  course  of  musical  instruction  could  be  obtained. 
The  apology  for  instruction  in  this  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity during  the  past  two  years  —  when  the  largest  appro- 
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priation  was  made  dnrint^  its  history,  viz.:  SOOO  por  annum — 
has  been  of  the  most  inicirior  kind.  Other  reasons  may  he 
manifest,  further  on,  why  the  Academy  of  Music  did  not 
become  a  branch  of  the  University. 

The  Academy  having  ])een  regularly  organized,  ofHc«*red 
and  incor])orated,  and  a  respectable  list  of  scholarship  sub- 
scribers secured  for  a  term  of  five  years,  as  the  capital  stock 
of  the  incorporation,  the  next  step  was  to  secure  the  services 
of  a  director  'or  principal.  Correspondence  was,  for  this 
object  opened  in  July,  1866,  with  Mr.  H.  S.  Perkins,  then 
principal  of  the  "  N'orthern  i^ew  York  Normal  Academy  of 
Mtisic." 

These  neocotiations  resulted  in  the  em^ao-ement  of  Mr. 
Perkins  as  principal  for  the  term  of  five  years.  The  in- 
ducement held  out  to  Mr.  Perkins  was  the  j)romise  of  sev- 
enty-live scholarships,  of  fil'teen  dollars  each,  for  each  annu- 
al session  of  six  weeks.  This  ensrascement  was  consumma- 
ted  in  November,  1866,  by  Mr.  Perkins'  acceptance  of  the 
musical  directorship  of  the  Academy. 

The  first  six  weeks  session  of  the  school  commenced 
August  6,  1867,  at  which  time  the  principal- elect  entered 
upon  his  duties.  He  was  assisted  by  his  brother,  Jule 
E.  Perkins,  Mr.  A.  T.  Smith,  and  Miss  Ilattie  C.  Lindsey. 

This  session  of  the  Academy  was  held  in  the  old  chapel 
of  the  University  —  now  occupied  by  the  law  department. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  live  students  in  attendance, 
some  of  whom  possessed  fine  talents,  and  have  since  attain- 
ed to  a  good  degree  of  proficiency  in  the  art.  At  this  time 
there  was  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested  in  regard  to 
the  Normal  Academy,  as  there  generally  is  by  an  inquisitive 
people  concerning  every  new  scheme  or  enterprise.  There 
was  also  an  intelliGrent  desire  in  the  minds  of  manv  —  includ- 
ing  some  of  those  who  had  taken  scholarships  —  to  have  a 
school  permanently  located  in  Iowa  City,  in  which  a  thorough 
course  of  instruction  should  be  given,  especially  in  the  most 
essential  departments  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  har- 
mony and  composition,  etc.     The  principal  found  the  con- 
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dition  of  music  in  a  Hcrni-chaotic  state  as  regards  general 
culture,  and  tlie  a])ility  to  ai»j)reciate  mufiic  tinged  witli  tlie 
classic.     Many  items  of  proof  might  be  recorded,  hut  the 
Bage  advice  of  the  venei-aljle  Ji(jji(ljlijy//i,^  given  after  the  j.er- 
formance  of  a  concert  programme —  in  contents  good,  nnd 
in  rendering  higlily  commen(hiljk!  —  may  be  all-sutrieient. 
It  was  tlie  "  key-note  "  infusing  new  life  and  entliusiasni  into 
the  mind  of  tlie  principal    He  says  :  "  Tlie  concerts  of  the 
Academy  wouhl  be  better  appreciated  if  Prof.  I^erkins 
woukl  intersperse  now  and  tlien  an  okl  famihar  piece  Hke 
*  Old  Grimes.'    The  oratorio  music  cannot  be  understood. 
We  want  to  hear  the  words  and  the  tune,''     Mr.  Pei-kins, 
'^however,  never  falters  in  the  prosecution  of  his  woi-k,  and 
always  takes  advice  at  its  par  value.  lie  therefore  (musing- 
ly) concluded  to  open  the  next  concert  with  "  Thanks  be  to 
God,  "  from  ^'  Elijah,"  appreciating  the  necessity  for  a  d('f- 
fusion  of  musical  taste  among  the  hearers,  especially  A\'ith 
the  IlejncbUcan  ;  and  this  he  well  knew  could  only  be  accom- 
plished through  the  humanizing  influence  of  the  better  class 
of  musical  compositions  being  often  presented  to  the  listen- 
ing public.  Subsequent  events  demonstrated  these  premises 
to  have  been  well  taken. 

_  The  principal  wisely  took  advantage  of  the  situation,  and 
in  the  outset  introduced  the  oratorio  for  choral  practice  and 
study.  Haydn's  "  Creation''  was  the  work  brought  forward 
most  appropriately  for  the  inauguration  session  of  the"Xor- 
mal."  This  was  indeed  a  great  undertaking,  but  the  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  students  composing  the 
chorus  class  of  the  Academy  entered  into  the  study,  even  of 
the  most  diflicult  choruses,  together  with  the  successful  ren- 
dering of  the  entire  oratorio  at  the  closing  concert,  F riday 
evening,  September  13th,  encouraged  the  principal  in  liis 
arduous  labors.  It  was  pronounced  a  decided  success  — 
exceeding  the  expectations  of  the  most  hopeful.  The  prin- 
cipal regarded  it  as  of  more  importance,  a  greater  achiev- 
ment,  a  wiser  and  more  valuable  step  taken  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people  —  not  to  speak  of  the  students  of  the  in- 
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stitution — tluin  could  have  been  accomplished  \)y  the  nioHt 
exquisite  rcnd(!rin<^^  of  "  Old  Grimes,  "  or  Cliamiiairne 
Charlie." 

Tlie  following' are  the  clasH  departments  in  wliich  instj  iic- 
tion  is  given  in  the  Academy  :  Notation,  Vocalization,  Art 
of  Teaching,  Harmony  and  Com])0?ition,  Chorus  Practi(;e. 
Private  lessons  in  the  following  :  Piano  Forte,  Organ,  X'iolin, 
Violoncello,  etc.;  Voice  Culture  and  Solo  Singing  (Kngli.>,h 
and  Itahan). 

In  addition  to  the  oratorio  concert,  two  of  a  miscellaneous 
kind  were  given.  All  were  well  patronized.  The  number 
of  full  scholarships  tlie  first  session  (1867)  was  between 
thirty-five  and  forty,  falling  considerably  sliort  of  the  number 
promised  the  principal,  previous  to  entering  upon  his  duties. 
A  short  time  before  tlie  opening  of  the  first  session,  the 
board  of  officers  held  a  meeting  in  the  music  room,  over 
Marquardt  &  Bro.'s  store,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Isbell,  su- 
perseded Mr.  0.  S.  Terry,  as  a  trustee,  by  electing  Dr.  Starr 
to  the  same  position  upon  the  board. 

The  first  session  w^as  a  signal  success  as  regards  attend- 
ance, musical  progress,  and  finances.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors,  Friday  evening  September  IStli,  1867, 
at  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  Academy,  ^Ir.  Guflin 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted  :  — 

"  Besolved,  That  we,  the  directors  of  the  *  Iowa  State  Xor- 
mal  Academy  of  Music,'  now  at  the  close  of  our  first  annu- 
al session,  improve  this  opportunity  to  express  our  great 
satisfaction  with  the  happy  and  successful  results  wliich 
have  thus  far  attended  our  efforts  in  establishing  and  sus- 
taining this  much  needed  institution. 

Besolved^  That  as  our  acquaintance  with  our  Facults^ 
Prof.  IL  S.  Perkins  and  assistants,  individually  and  collect- 
ively, has  extended,  we  have  learned  to  hold  in  high  appre- 
ciation their  eminent  skill  and  unwearied  diligence  ;  and 
while  ever  cherishing  toward  them  a  grateful  remembrance, 
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hope  to  welcome  tlicm  nil  -.v^'Ain  on  llie  rc^turn  of  our  next 
annual  session. 

^^JResolvedj  That  we  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  the  honor- 
able board  of  trustees  of  our  State  University,  for  \h(i  i-n- 
couraging  assistance  given  us  thus  far,  in  j)roviding  rooms, 
and  advertising  our  Academy  in  the  catalogue  of  tlie  Uni- 
versity." 

September  20th,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  the  resig- 
nation of  E.  M.  Guffin,  as  secretary,  was  accepter!,  and 
Mr.  Isbell  appointed  to  till  the  vacancy. 

The  by-laws  provided  for  the  election  of  the  board  of 
officers  the  first  AVednesday  in  June  of  each  year  ;  but  as  no 
meeting  was  called  for  this  purpose,  the  old  board  continued 
in  office  through  the  session  of  1868,  Mr.  Isbell  acting  as 
Becretary  and  treasurer. 

This  (second  annual)  session  opened  Monday,  August  3d, 
and  continued  six  weeks.  Faculty,  II.  S.  Perkins,  Prin- 
cipal ;  A.  T.  Smith,  II.  C.  Smith,  Assistants.  By  permis- 
sion of  the  trustees  of  the  University  the  chapel  and  some 
of  the  recitation  rooms  of  the  central  building  were  occu- 
pied. Their  peculiar  notions  of  propriety,  however,  would 
not  tolerate  the  desecration  of  this  Temple  of  the  Gods  " 
by  permitting  the  Academy  to  give  its  closing  concert  in 
the  chapel,  if  admission  to  the  public  was  charged,  even  if 
it  were  to  be  the  performance  of  a  sacred  oratorio.  The 
concert,  consisting  of  Mendelssohn's  sacred  cantata,  ^'Hymn 
of  Praise,"  was  given  in  the  Episcopal  church,  ^^^thout 
damaging  the  building  or  desecrating  the  holy  place.  It  is 
not  an  easy  matter  to  account  for  the  freaks  and  prejudices 
of  men. 

The  departments  of  instruction  and  order  of  daily  class 
exercises  were  the  same  as  during  the  previous  session. 
There  were  forty-eight  scholarships  issued  for  this  session, 
and  for  the  balance  of  the  live  years,  from  the  opening  of 
the  Academy.  The  treasurer  held  notes  of  ?15  each,  cor- 
responding to  each  scholarship  issued.  Each  note  was  due 
on  or  before  August  10th,  of  a  specified  year. 
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There  were  one  Inindriid  and  soven  sludcnt.s  in  aUr  ndance, 
rej)resenting  several  states,  in  addition  1o  a  laii-  rojiresenta- 
tion  from  many  sections  of  Iowa.  In  addition  to  the  per- 
formance of  Mendelssohn's  Hymn  of  Praise,"  tlierc  was  a 
miscellaneous  concert  given,  consisting  mostly  of  oratorio 
selections.  Prof.  Clapp,  of  Iowa  College,  at  Grinnell,  de- 
livered a  very  interesting  lecture  hefore  the  Academy,  upon 
the  subject  of  music,  and  its  im])ortance  as  a  hrancli  ol'  ed- 
ucation. Miss  Belle  Hart  and  Mrs.  AVm.  E.  Foote,  of  Dav- 
enport, assisted,  respectively,  at  the  two  public  entertain- 
ments. 

At  this  time  the  secretary,  Mr.  0.  C.  Tsbell,  became  dis- 
afiected  because  he  was  not  recognized  as  prime  dictator 
and  manager  d'  affaires,  and  at  once  arrayed  himself  in  o])- 
position  to  the  principal,  and  soon  thereafter  against  the 
Academy. 

The  campaign  of  the  opposing  forces  having  been  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  for  several  weeks,  a  meeting  of  the  board 
was  held  October  3d,  1868,  in  the  office  of  C.  Starr,  M.  D., 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  issue  which  the 
enemies  of  the  principal  had  sprung  in  regard  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  incumbent,  as  musical  director  of  the 
Academy.  The  issue  took  the  form  of  a  resolution,  offered 
by  Mr.  "W.  H.  Hubbard,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Starr,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

^'Besolvcd,  That  it  is  the  pleasure  of  this  board  that  the 
ses\dces  of  Prof.  II.  S.  Perkins  be  continued  as  the  princi- 
pal and  musical  director  of  our  Academy  of  ^lusic.'' 

The  resolution  passed.  The  negative  votes  consisted  of 
the  marshaled  forces  of  Mr.  Isbell,  viz.:  himself  and  Mr. 
E.  M.  Guffin.  At  this  and  several  previous  meetings  Mr. 
Guffin  acted  without  authority,  not  ])eing  a  member  of  the 
board,  his  resignation  having  been  accepted  Septeml)or  SOth, 
1867.  Immediately  on  the  passage  of  tlie  above  resolution, 
the  secretary  resigned  his  position  in  the  board.  It  was 
unanimously  accepted  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  musical  results  of  tliis  session  of  the  Academy  were 
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liiglily  Biitisfactory.  In  addition  to  the  regular  Btudonts, 
there  was  the  veneral)l(i  Mr.  Orson  Perkins — father  of 
the  principal  —  in  rei^nlai-  attcndaneo  n])on  the  chorus  re- 
hearsals. Mr.  Perkins  was  in  his  sixty-sixth  y<'ar,  a  resi- 
dent of  Taftsville,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  in  which  sec- 
tion he  lias  for  the  past  forty-five  yearn  ])een  recofrnizcd  as 
a  leadini!^  veteran  singing-school  teacher,  of  the  X(!W  I'^ng- 
land  type.  At  this  age  he  participates,  and  enters  heart 
and  soul  into  every  musical  enterprise,  with  the  same  degree 
of  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  which  he  has  been  noted 
during  his  entire  musical  history.  It  is  also  woi'thy  of 
record,  that  the  Pev.  R.  L.  Ganter,  the  talented  Jind  po}m- 
lar  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church,  took  an  active  interest 
and.  practical  part  in  this  (1868)  session  of  the  Academy. 
The  rendering  of  Mendelssohn's  "  n\iiin  of  Praise,"  at  the 
closing  concert,  was  well  received  by  the  people. 

Friday  evening,  October  30,  1868,  the  scholarship  holders 
held  a  meeting  in  the  Central  University  building  and  elect- 
ed the  following  board  of  officers  :  E.  Shepard,  President; 
A.  B.  Cree,  Vice-President ;  R.  II.  Allin,  Secretary  ;  G.  W. 
Marquardt,  Treasurer ;  L.  Kaulfman,  R.  L.  Dunlap,  E. 
M.  Guffin,  Trustees.  The  following  named  gentlemen  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  : 
Dr.  S.  W.  Huff,  ^Y.  H.  Hubbard,  Dr.  C.  Starr,  ^Robert 
Hutcliinson,  Spencer  Tompkins. 

A  meeting  of  stockholders,  December  4,  1868,  adopted 
the- constitution  and  by-laws  reported  by  the  above  commit- 
tee. This  constitution  being  objectional  to  an  opposing 
element  in  the  Academy,  was  destroyed  —  no  copy  having 
been  preserved  on  record.  The  by-laws  were  also  mutilated 
by  the  same  party. 

At  the  stockholder's  meeting,  October  20th,  it  was  voted 
that  the  treasurer  give  bonds  in  the  sum  of  §3,000,  and  the 
secretary  in  §500. 

Tlie  session  of  1869  (third  annual)  commenced  Monday, 
August  2d,  with  'the  following  corps  of  teachers  :  11.  S. 
Perkins,  Principal ;  J.  E.  Perkins,  M.  Z.  Tinker,  W.  F. 


70 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[jam;  Ally, 


Ilcath,  J.  A.  Doane,  Aliss  Mary  K.  (Jil)l)s.  'I'liis  soHsion  ol" 
the  Acacloiny  was  a  sii^nal  success.  Tlic  atlciidan(tc  warj 
large  —  inniil)ering  142.  The  (|iiality  and  Ln-adc  of  Uie 
etudeiits  was  su])erior  to  tliat  of  any  jjrevious  session,  and 
it  was,  tlierefore,  not  so  dillicult  a  task  to  awaken  entlinsi- 
asni  and  to  successfully  master  oratorio,  and  oilier  classical 
compositions,  nandel's  sacred  oratorio,  "Tiie  Messiali,"  was 
studied  and  rendered  in  a  masterly  manner  at  thcclosinf:^ 
concert,  September  10th.  There  were,  in  addition,  two 
miscellaneous  public  entertainments  of  a  high  order  of 
merit,  as  regards  composition  and  performance.  The  Acad- 
emy occupied  Market  ITall,  and  adjacent  rooms.  The  use 
of  the  University  could  not  be  secured ;  as  a  professor  re- 
marked :  "  Nothing  so  common  and  vulgar  as  music  could 
be  tolerated  in  the  University."  During  the  entire  session 
Mr.  Isbell  continued  to  array  himself  against  the  principal 
and  everything  which  was  proposed  or  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institution.  He  now  became  an  open  enemy  of  the 
school,  and  had  already  commenced  to  lay  deep-seated  plots 
for  its  overthrow.  This  he  had  sworn  to  do  at  all  hazards 
—  whether  by  ^'  fair  means  or  foul."  Soon  discovering  that 
he  could  not  accomplish  his  fiendish  purpose  by  any  other 
measures,  he  resorted  to  the  foulest  kind.  Unfortunately  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  Academy,  there  were  enough  tools 
in  the  board  through  whom  he  might  manipulate  and  ac- 
complish his  purpose,  in  part.  These  will  be  shown  further 
on  in  the  history. 

The  plots,  and  steps  taken  were  as  follows  :  1st.  To  solve 
the  problem  of  removing  the  principal  by  elimination," 
by  vote  of  the  board.  That  failed.  2d.  To  suspend  opera- 
tions in  the  Academy  by  a  vote  of  the  board,  which  met 
February  1st,  1870,  and  enacted  the  farce  by  resohing, 
"  Until  further  ordered  all  active  operations  of,  or  in  behalf 
of  the  Academy,  will  be  suspended."  A  large  majority  of 
the  scholarship  holders  not  being  in  sympathy  with  the  de- 
stroying and  disorganizing  element,  petitioned  the  board  in 
an  address  to  the  president,  E.  Shepard,  Esq.,  March  29, 
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1870,  to  call  a  iiioetiiig  at  tlie  oarlicRt  ])ractical)lc  date,  be- 
fore tlic  expiratioii  of  one  month,  of  tlu;  Ktocklioldors,  for 
the  purpose  of  ekvlina;  a  now  hoard  of  (hrectorH.  Tliis 
petition  was  sioncd  ])y  twenty-seven  sehohirsliip  liold(-r9, 
representini;- thirty  shares  in  tlie  corporation  —  a  majority 
of  the  whole  :  ])ut  the;  Jfon.  President  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  petitioners.  Another  ])aper,  pledij^ing  sup])ort  and  jjat- 
ronagc  to  the  Academy  in  the  future,  as  in  tlie  past,  and 
dated  April  25th,  was  signed  by  meml)ers  of  the  incorpo- 
ration representing  twenty-five  seholarshi})S.  8d.  It  i^eing 
evident  that  a  majority  were  opposed  to  suspension,  or  dis- 
organization, tlie  board  held  a  meeting  in  May  and  instruct- 
ed the  treasurer,  Mr.  G.  AV.  Marquardt  (wlio  was  under 
^$3,000  bonds  to  preserve  tlie  capital  and  funds  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  liand  the  same  over  to  his  successor  in  office) 
to  return  the  notes  (capital)  to  the  promisors  or  their  rep- 
resentatives." The  amount  of  capital  stock  thus  destroyed 
was  over  oiie  thousand  dollars.  Be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  the 
vice-president.  Captain  A.  B.  Cree,  and  R.  L.  Dun  lap,  one 
of  the  trustees,  that  they,  from  first  to  last,  were  opposed  to 
this  unwarrantable  course  taken  by  a  majority  of  the  board, 
which  scheme  was  manipulated  by  the  previously  mentioned 
opposition,  Mr.  Isbell,  who  was,  at  the  time,  in  the  employ 
of  the  treasurer. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  E.  Sheptird  w^as 
President,  A.  B.  Cree,  Vice-President,  G.  W.  Marquardt, 
Treasurer,  R.  H.  Allin,  Secretary,  L.  KauiFman,  R.  L.  Dun. 
lap,  and  E.  M.  Guthn,  Trustees,  was  held  May  20th,  1870, 
at  which  time  a  quorum  w^as  not  present. 

As  provided  in  the  by-knvs,  the  scholarship  holders  held 
a  meeting  Wednesday  evening,  June  1st,  for  the  election  of 
officers,  but  adjourned  until  June  6th,  at  which  time  the 
following  named  persons  were  elected  :  R.  L.  Dunlap,  Pres- 
ident ;  A.  B.  Cree,  Vice-President ;  S.  E.  Paine,  Treasurer  ; 
H.  S.  Perkins,  Secretary ;  John  P.  Irish,  Geo.  E.  Kimball, 
G.  W.  Dodder,  Trustees. 

The  new  board  of  officers,  being  duly  elected  and  quali- 
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fied,  callofl  n])()n  the  rotiriiifr  oflicers  (treaHurer  and  Hccre- 
tary)  for  tlie  property  of  llie  corporation.  Mr.  Allin  deliv- 
ered up  the  secretary's  books  and  pa) »ers,  l)iit  Mr.  Miir- 
qiiardt  refused,  lie  was  ai^ain  waited  upon  by  Mr.  J*;iine 
(tlie  treasurer-elect)  and  Mr.  J^uidap  (}»resi(lent  elect),  and 
was  informed  tliat  a  writ  of  replevin  would  be  server],  ^^r. 
Marqnardt  then  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  i'aine, 
taking  a  receipt  tlierefor.  The  value  of  the  pro[»erty  tbus 
dehvered  up  was  insignilicant,  comparatively. 

The  hist  no])le  act  of  the  retiring  president,  Mr.  E.  Shep- 
ard,  was,  iti  the  presence  of  ^lessi-s.  iJanlap,  Paine,  and 
Marquardt,  to  tear  from  tlie  note  book  IGl  stubs  and  leaves 
evidently  with  tlie  intention  of  placing  their  record  beyond 
,  the  reach  of  investigation.  He,  however,  failed  in  this  de- 
sign, as  the  secretary's  book  contained  a  full  and  accurate 
list  of  all  scholarships  issued ;  to  whom  ;  term  of  years  ; 
and  also  a  record  of  those  who  had,  and  who  had  not,  lifted 
their  notes.  These  minutes  are  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
former  secretary.  The  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  scholarship  holders,  June  6th  :  — 

''^Hcsolved,  That  we  regard  this  organization  '  The  Iowa 
State  IN'ormal  Academy  of  iMusic,'  in  wdiat  it  has  accom- 
plished, an  abundant  success,  and  the  prospect  for  continued 
usefulness  undiminished." 

Hon.  John  P.  Irish,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  action  of  the  retiring  board,  in  cancelling 
the  bond  of  the  treasurer,  and  causing  the  property  of  the 
corporation  to  be  destroyed,  reported,  June  18th,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

1st.  That  the  cancelling  of  the  treasurer's  bond  does  not 
discharge  his  individual  res[)onsibility,  but  that  he  is  liable 
to  have  recovered  against  him  the  amount  of  the  notes  he 
has  surrendered. 

2d.  That  the  stockholders  wlio  received  their  notes, 
should  be  notiiicd  that  their  surrender  was  illegal,  and  that 
they  are  Uable  to  suit  thereon. 

3d.  That  the  whole  action  of  the  late  board  in  their  at- 
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tempt  to  dissolve  the  society,  to  destroy  its  capital,  to  cancel 
the  bond  of  the  late  treasurer,  or  to  suspend  operations, 
was  illegal  and  void. 

The  fourth  annual  six  weeks  session  of  the  Academy 
opened  Monday,  August  8th,  1870,  with  the  following  board 
of  instructors  :  H.  S.  Perkins,  Principal ;  J.  J.  lOmball,  W. 
F.  Heath,  L.  A.  Phelps,  Miss  Delia  G.  Ekins.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  board  of  directors  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  :  — 

.""Whereas,  Mr.  0.  C.  Isbell  has,  during  the  past  two  years, 
although  not  a  member  of  the  board,  used  every  unfair  and 
deceptive  measure  in  his  power  to  disorganize  and  break  up 
the  Iowa  State  ISTormal  Academy  of  Music ;  that  he  has 
misrepresented,  slandered,  and  indulged  in  the  most  ungen- 
tlemanly  and  unchristian  abuse  of  its  musical  director,  who 
has  labored  diligently  and  faithfully  for  its  success,  simply 
to  gratify  his  own  personal  malace ;  that  we  have  docu- 
mentary evidence  that  he  has  also  taken  the  vilest  means 
to  prevent  students  in  Iowa  City  and  throughout  the  state 
from  attending  the  Academy ;  therefore, 

^^Besolved,  That  we,  the  present  board  of  directors  of  said 
Academy  of  Music,  do  condemn,  in  the  most  emphatic 
terms,  the  action  and  conduct  of  Mr.  0.  C.  Isbell ;  that  we 
regard  him  as  a  dishonorable  man,  and,  therefore,  unworthy 
the  confidence  of  the  people." 

There  were,  this  session,  a  large  and  enthusiastic  class  of 
students  in  attendance.  The  plan  which  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  principal  and  adopted  by  the  board,  viz.:  to 
admit  two  representative  students  from  each  county  in  the 
state,  free  of  class  tuition  ($20)  was  taken  advantage  of  by 
a  goodly  number  of  earnest  workers.  They  received  this 
appointment  from  the  County  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools.  It  was  advised  that  teachers  from  the  public 
schools  receive  the  appointment,  so  tar  as  practicable,  there- 
by assisting,  more  directly,  the  cause  of  music  throughout 
the  state,  by  the  introduction  of  singing  into  the  public 
schools.  For  this  liberality  the  principal  received  many 
10  « 
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congratulatory  Iett3rH  from  supcrintcndcntH  and  part-nt-j,,  in 
wliicli  were  the  most  liearty  lhaid<s,  and  "  God  hles.s  you  in 
your  noble  work,"  expressed.  'Jliese  words  of  cheer  were 
far  more  acceptable  than  abuse  from  the  most  resjiectable 
dyspeptic  !  They  hgliteiied  labor,  and  insjjired  to  greater 
cflbrts  and  more  liberal  oilers.  The  true  musician,  the  faith- 
ful teacher,  and  the  real  artist  fully  appreciates  expressionn 
of  good  will  and  evidences  of  appreciation.  Nay,  more,  the 
person  thus  talented,  educated  and  relined,  will  notmaliciously 
abuse  his  fellow  artist,  teacher,  or  neighbor.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
higher  instincts  and  finer  feelings  of  those  who  possess  the 
essential  elements  or  organism  which  will  enable  one  to 
become  an  artist  or  musician.  The  cultivation  of  such  an 
ill-disposed  disposition  is  repulsive  and  discordant.  There 
can  be  no  exceptions  taken  to  honest  and  conscientious  crit- 
icism. The  person  criticised  should  always  receive  it  kind- 
ly when  suggestions  for  improvement  are  made.  The  would- 
be  critic  who  cannot,  or  does  not,  state  points  of  improve- 
ment, is  not  a  critic,  but  a  fault-finder. 

Market  Hall  and  adjacent  rooms  were  occupied  by  the 
Academy.  The  classes  this  session  were  superior  in  grade 
to  any  previous  session,  especially  in  harmony  and  compo- 
sition, voice  culture,  and  in  chorus  singing.  The  perform- 
ances in  the  latter  department  were  especially  brilliant,  and 
attractive  to  the  public. 

The  introductory  exercises  of  the  term  (Monday  evening, 
August  8th)  consisted  of  vocal  and  instrumental  selections, 
by  the  faculty,  and  a  lecture  by  the  Rev.  Miss  A.  J.  Chapin  ; 
subject,  "  Aesthctical  and  Educational  in  Music."  The  sub- 
ject was  ably  treated,  and  listened  to  with  marked  attention 
by  the  large  audience.  The  classical  works  studied  this  ses- 
sion were  :  "  Stabat  Mater,"  by  Rossini ;  given  Friday 
evening,  Atigust  19th,  and  "  The  Twelfth  Mass,"  by  Mozart; 
rendered  at  the  closing  concert,  Friday  evening,  September 
16th. 

At  the  first  concert,  the  Academy  had  the  valuable 
assistance  of  the  popular  pianist,  Miss  AUce  Dutton,  of 
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Boston,  and  Prof.  Otto  Scliinifit,  a  suporior  violin  soloiBt,  re- 
cently from  the  conservatory  of  Cc)loa:ne,  J'riiKsia.  'J'lio 
perfornian(te  of  these  two  artists,  in  addition  to  tin,'  oUier 
attractions  of  the  ju'oo-rauinie,  allbrdi^d  to  iIk)  lariz:('  audience 
an  enjoyahle  musical  feast,  such  as  is  seldom  licard  in  tliis 
section  of  the  co.iintry,  or  any  other,  outside  of  the  largest 
cities.  The  rendering  of  tlie  "  Twelfth  Mass,"  Friday  even- 
ing Septemher  l(3th,  was  liighly  creditahle  to  the  A(rademy. 
The  solo  parts  were  sustained  hy  Misses  Delia  Kkins,  Ida 
Kimball,  ]Iattie  Glenn,  and  Professors  Perkins,  Kimball, 
and  Heath ;  the  piano-forte  accompaniments  by  L.  A. 
Phelps. 

At  the  closing  concert,  very  interesting  presentation  ex- 
ercises were  enacted,  the  following  souvenirs  being  pre- 
sented to  the  faculty  by  the  students,  accompanied  with  tit- 
ting  words  by  the  persons  selected  to  represent  the  donors^ 
to  which  the  recipients  happily  responded  :  1st;  A  gold- 
tipped  to  Prof.  Perkins,  in  behalf  of  the  school,  pre- 
sented b}^  Captain  Cree,  of  Iowa  City,  2d.  A  silver  cake 
basket  to  Prof.  Kimball,  in  behalf  of  his  classes,  by  Miss 
Florence  Parker,  of  Winterset,  Iowa.  3d.  A  silver  cake 
basket  to  Prof.  Ileath,  from  his  classes,  at  the  liands  of  iNIiss 
Xizzie  Leonard,  of  Iowa  City.  4th.  A  gold  pen  and  pencil 
to  Prof.  Phelps,  at  the  hands  of  Miss  Annie  C.  Young,  of 
Elvira,  Iowa.  5th.  A  silver  card  basket,  to  Miss'Ekins,  at 
the  hands  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Shepard,  of  Marengo,  Iowa. 

The  following  complimentary  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  students  of  the  Academy : — 

^^jResolved,  That  greatcredit  is  due  to  Prof.  II.  S.  Perkins, 
as  principal,  for  his  untiring  and  assiduous  labors  in  bring- 
ing this  JSTormal  Academy  of  Music  to  its  present  success- 
ful standing,  offering,  as  it  does,  advantages  to  the  music 
student  equal  to  the  older  institutions  of  the  east.  Also, 
that  we  tender  to  the  principal  our  highest  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  his  patience  and  thoroughness  in  imparting  in- 
struction ;  and  we  assure  him  that  we  shall  ever  feel  grate- 
ful for  his  kind  and  gentlemanly  endeavors  which  have  con- 
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tributecl  so  iiiucli  to  our  liiijipincss,  while  j.iirsuin</  our 
Btuflics  under  liis  tuition,  and  we  lieartily  recomnienf]  him 
as  a  most  skillful  and  able  conductor. 

Resolved^  farther,  That  our  earliest  thanks  he  extended  to 
the  ])rincipal,  as  thoy  are  due,  for  his  i^reat  generosity  in  ad- 
mitting two  representative  students  from  each  county  in 
Iowa,  free  of  class  tuition,  thus  showing  a  deep  interest  in 
the  introduction  of  music  into  our  public  schools^  and  in 
the  dissemination  of  musical  knowledge  and  culture  among 
the  people. 

''Resolved,  That  Professors  J.  J.Kimball,  W.  F.  Heath,  L. 
A.  Phelps,  and  Miss  Delia  G.  Ekins,  have  contributed  much 
towards  the  success  of  this  session  of  the  Academy  now 
about  to  close,  and  we  extend  to  them  our  thanks  for  their 
kindness  and  instruction,  and  for  contributing  so  mucli  to 
make  our  attendance  upon  the  ^S'ormal  Academy  so  pleasant 
and  profitable. 

There  had  been  128  students  in  attendance.  The  session 
closed  with  a  most  happy  re-union,  characteristic  of  musical 
gatherings,  where  the  truest  sympathy,  kindest  of  feelings, 
and  most  genuine  friendship  exists.  This  session  was  indeed 
considered  a  greater  success  and  triumph,  by  the  people, 
owing  to  the  opposing  element,  of  a  strictly  local  nature, 
which  had  hurled  its  missiles,  and  thrust  its  most  effective 
weapons  at  the  heart  of  the  institution.  It  had,  liowever, 
spent  its  force  and  become  exhausted,  like  the  floundering 
fish  upon  the  sea-shore,  and  now  lay  exhausted,  gasping  for 
breath,  and  was    one  of  the  things  that  were," 

The  fifth  annual  session  of  the  Academy  opened  in  Met- 
ropolitan Hall,  ^Monday,  August  7th,  1871,  with  H.  S. 
Perkins  as  musical  director,  assisted  by  the  talented  Messrs. 
Jule  E.  Perkins  (just  returned  from  a  four  years  successful 
musical  career  as  primo  basso,  in  Italian  opera)  Otto  A. 
Schmidt,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Gibbs.  The  same  faculty  had 
been  in  attendance  upon  the  second  annual  session  of  the 
Kansas  iSTormal  Academy  of  Music,  the  six  weeks  pre\aous, 
in  Leavenworth.     At  this  session  of  the  Iowa  Normal 
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three  concerts  were  f^ivoii,  the  first  two,  rriiscelhineous,  re- 
spectively, Aiiijjust  18th  and  Soptoni))er  1st.  At  these  en- 
tertainments the  peoph'  liad  the  rare  opportunity  of  listen- 
ing to  tlio  artistic  rendering  of  several  fine  selections  from 
the  operas,  h}^  Mr.  Jnle  E.  Perkins.  Prof  Otto  Schmidt 
dehghted  with  his  hrilliant  performance  upon  the  violin, 
and  Miss  Gil)hs's  singing  was  received  with  great  satisfaction. 
Well  may  the  [)ress  of  tlu;  city  remark,  "  That  the  ,])rinci])al 
is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  our  people  for  hringing  such 
talented  teachers  and  artists  into  this  section  of  tlie  country 
to  instruct  and  develop  our  musical  talent,  and  to  dcliglit 
with  their  exquisite  rendeiing  of  musical  compositions  of  a 
high  order."  And  further,  Should  the  Academy  be  dis- 
continued at  any  time,  these  *  golden  opportunities  '  will  de- 
part with  it,"  The  hust  concert  —  the  croA\niing  work  of  the 
Acadeni}^  —  was  the  performance  of  that  grandest  of  sacred 
oratorios,  Elijah,"  by  Mendelssohn.  The  fact  that  this 
master  work  was  studied  and  successfully  rendered  at  a  pub- 
lic concert  by  the  Academy,  including  solos  and  choruses, 
is  sufficient  to  place  the  Iowa  Normal  in  the  very  front 
ranks  of  such  schools. 

(to  be  continued.) 


STATE  APPROPEIATIOJT  POR  THE  HISTOEIOAL  SOOIETY. 


THE  eighth  bi-ennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Curators 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  to  the  legislature,  was 
forwarded  in  "December,  and  received  due  notice  in  the 
message  of  tlie  retiring  governor.  AVe  have  received  from 
the  secretary  of  state's  ofiice  many  of  the  printed  reports  of 
the  pubhc  institutions  for  the  bi-ennial  period  ending  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  but  not  that  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  take 
it  for  granted  that,  as  usual,  it  has  been  been  left  to  the  last 
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and  may  not  be  printed  in  time  to  be  laid  l)ofore  the  Ic^n.s- 
lature  till  the  close  of  the  session.  We  therei'ore  rihall  be 
excused  for  sending  to  each  nieniher  of  tiie  guiKiral  asscmibly 
a  copy  of  this  number  of  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  referring  in 
brief  to  some  of  the  points  embraced  in  that  re])ort. 

Five  hundred  dollars  a  year  is  the  meagre  approj*riation 
granted  by  Iowa  toward  the  support  of  her  Historical  Soci- 
ety; whereas,  Wisconsin,  two  years  her  junior  as  a  state, 
grants  hers  six  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and 
Minnesota,  still  younger,  gives  hers  three  tliousand  five 
hundred  dollars  a  year  —  this  in  money.  But  besides,  those 
young  states  appropriate  to  the  uses  of  their  Historical  Soci- 
eties spacious  rooms,  fuel,  light,  postage  stamps,  and  station- 
ery, and  are  equally  as  liberal  as  Iowa  in  the  gift  of  public 
documents.  And  above  all  this,  AVisconsin  and  Minnesota 
extend  the  hand  of  encouragement  and  approbation  to  their 
Societies,  while  on  the  contrary,  Iowa  seems  to  treat  hers 
as  an  intruder  and  beggar. 

It  would  seem  as  if  no  state  had  more  use  for,  and  did  so 
little  to  encourage,  historical  work,  as  Iowa.  Xo  other  state 
in  the  late  war  won  such  a  glittering  armor,  the  fabled  feats 
of  knight-errantry  dwindling  before  the  prowess  of  her  sol- 
diers. IsTone  other  was  complimented  as  ours  by  West 
Point  cadetships  to  her  young  champions  for  capturing  fort-  ^ 
resses.  Not  another  commonwealth  has  a  richer  mine  of 
historical  wealth.  .]^o  other  has  greater  renown,  among  the 
younger  states,  for  the  production  of  statesmen.  Oregon, 
in  the  far  west,  Kentucky,  to  the  east,  and  Akibama  in  the 
south,  have  honored  those  who  learned  their  statecraft  in 
Iowa,  as  Delano  Smith,  Breckenridge,  Chambers,  and  Spen- 
cer, while  the  federal  government  has  found  constitutional 
advisers  in  three  of  her  adopted  sons — Belknap,  Harlan,  and 
Williams. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Curators  asks  the  restoration 
of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  twelfth  general  assembly 
(which  was  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  in  addition  to  live 
hundred  dollars  a  year  permanent  appropriation)  and  a  sum 
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siiflicieiil  to  creel  Ji  snitiiblnfirc-jjroor  bnildiiiL':^)!-  tlio  society. 
If  the  present  lea;i.shilure,  in  justi(;e  to  otlier  institutions  and 
the  tax-payers,  feel  unable  to  do  this,  let  tbeni  at  least  ap- 
propriate siieli  a  sum  as  will  obviate  the  necessity  fjr  the 
Society  suspending  its  work. 

Out  of  the  five  hundred  dollars  received  from  the  state, 
two  hundred  go  for  rent,  one  hundred  and  fifty  for  the  ser- 
vices of  a  librarian,  and  one  hundred  toward  the  secretary's 
saLiry,  leavlngronly  fifty  dollars  for  postage,  freight,  fuel, 
lights,  and  the  numerous  other  expenses  incidental  to  such 
an  institution. 

Vohimes  on  vohimes  of  Iowa  newspapers  lie  unbound, 
and  therefore  useless;  hundreds  of  pictures  remain  un- 
framed,  and  so  invisible;  scores  of  maps  are  unmounted, 
and  consequently  of  no  present  utility  —  all  for  the  want  of 
a  few  hundred  dollars,  which  the  legislature  from  year  to 
year  strangely  witholds.  The  Historical  Society  asks  noth- 
ing from  the  legislature  as  a  boon.  With  the  prerogative  of 
giving  to  the  future  an  impartial  history  of  the  present  and 
past,  it  can  afford  to  be  content  with  a  simple  presentation 
of  its  claims  to  public  encouragement.  It  will  not  impor- 
tune legislators  in  their  seats,  leaving  the  degrading  occu- 
pation of  the  lobbyist  to  the  political  procurers  who  are 
doing  more  to  degrade  the  public  morals  than  the  wine 
shops  and  brothels  —  believing  as  it  does,  that  there  are  in 
both  branches  of  the  fourteenth  general  assembly  statesmen 
and  scholars  enough  to  secure  a  just  recognition  to  so  im- 
portant and  valuable  a  public  institution  as  the  State  Histor- 
ical Society. 
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 The  riistoriciil  Society, nt  its  annual  ni'jctini,',  the  ITlii  of  lust  Octo- 
ber, elected  Hon.  Gcori^c  G.  Wright,  prr  sldent,  and  Hon.  Win.  B.  Allison 
one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Society,  and  the  Board  of  Curators  — 
selected  at  the  same  time  —  chose  Hon.  Wm.  G.  Hammond,  ('h;uiccllor  of 
the  Law  Department  of  the  State  Univer.sity,  for  their  pn-sident.  With 
two  United  States  senators  at  their  head,  the  Society  ought  to  prosper, 
even  if  tliereis  luck  only  in  odd  numbers. 

 AccouuiNG  to  promise  we  present  in  this  number  the  portrait  of 

Hon.  Philp  Viele.  It. is  a  steel  enp^raving,  beautifully  and  truthfully  exe- 
cuted by  that  excellent  artist,  J.  C.  Buttre,  43  Franklin  street,  New  York 
City,  Avhose  terms  and  work  commend  them.^^elves  alike  to  the  lovers  of 
economy  and  art.  Tliere  are  several  ex  /governors  ex-senators,  ex-rej)re- 
sentatives,  and  other  distinguislied  citizens  of  Iowa,  dead  and  alive,  whose 
photographed  physiognomies  should  be  in  his  bauds  to  be  reduced  to 
steel,  for  the  Annals.  To  the  dead  we  are  mum,  but  to  the  living  we 
say,  see  to  it  that  your  features  are  moulded  in  steel  before  they  steal  to 
mold. 

 We  make  the  suggestion,  and  without  any  acquahitauce  with  the 

gentlemen  named,  and  consequently  not  knowing  the  sentiments  of  either 
on  such  a  matter,  venture  to  nominate  Hon.  James  S.  Hurly  in  the  senate, 
and  Hon.  Henry  B.  Wood,  in  the  house,  to  bring  the  proposition  forwan! 
in  their  respective  branches  of  the  legislature,  that  photographs  of  the 
members  of  the  fourteenth  general  assembly,  and  the  ofScers  thereof,  be 
taken  in  two  appropriate  groups,  to  be  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  histor- 
ical rooms,  as  an  adornment  to  the  latter,  and  as  a  pleasant  memorial  of 
the  assembly.  We  are  sure  the  influence  of  the  lady  oflicers  will  be  exer- 
cised in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

 We  make  no  apology  for  interspersing  the  dry  details  of  history 

with  the  lighter  products  of  the  Muse.  "  ]\Ionetah"  being  a  legend  of 
Indian  origin,  is  a  highly  appropriate  poem  for  the  Annals,  and  is  by  no 
means  destitute  of  true  poetical  merit.  "Those  Linden  Trees,"  by  Judge 
Price,  are  perhaps  not  quite  so  legendary.  The  events  therein  alleged,  in 
poetic  measure,  to  have  taken  place,  very  likely  actually  happened,  and 
in  this  view  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  history,  and  therefore  appro- 
priate to  our  pages.  At  all  events,  our  gallantry  forbade  us  to  reject  them 
when  we  read  the  Judge's  quaint  note  accompanying  his  lines,  saj^iug 
they  were  intended  for  our  "■gal  readers." 

 We  will  give  two  years'  subscription  or  two  dollars  in  cash  for  the 

April  number  of  18G4,  and  one  year's  subscription  or  one  dollar  in  cash 
for  the  January  number,  1S69,  or  the  April  number  of  1871. 
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EAKLY  TIMES  ITT  IOWA. 


BY  CIIARLLS  NEGUS. 


t\om  a  Private  Diary. 

WITH  little  experience  in  the  world  outside  of  a 
Xew  England  college,  as  soon  as  I  obtaincid  mj 
diploma  to  practice  law,  I  started  for  the  West,  and,  after 
travelling  several  weeks,  I  stopped  a  short  time  in  Knox- 
ville,  Illinois.  December  8,  1840,  I  left  Knox\'ille  and 
took  the  stage  for  the  A\^est.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  saw  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi.  While  our  stage  stopped  at  the  hotel  (in 
Oquawka),  near  the  banks  of  this  great  watercourse,  I 
walked  to  the  water's  edge  and  took  a  view  of  the  great 
river,  which  at  that  time  was  full  of  floating  ice,  and  pre- 
sented a  most  sublime  spectacle.  After  a  short  stop  we 
proceeded  down  the  eastern  bank  of  this  great  stream  to 
Burlington,  and  arrived  opposite  this  young  city  about  sun- 
down, and  at  that  time  it  presented  to  me  a  very  pleasant 
and  inviting  appearance;  for  alter  riding  all  day  over  rough 
roads  and  through  the  cold  air,  I  thought  a  good  supper 
and  warm  bed  were  very  desirable,  and  this  place  looked 
as  if  it  might  allbrd  these  comforts.  I  felt  very  anxious  to 
11 
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get  across  the  rivor,  for  nil  ai-oimd  (lie  (.-ast  l^aiik  was  one 
diBmal  swam}),  and  only  one  small  eahin  near  us  to  nlielter 
the  company  IVom  the  hittc^r  j'rosts;  l>ut,  to  my  Kud  disaj)- 
ponilmenl,  the  ferryman  relVised  to  take  us  over  on  any 
consideration,  allegini:;  as  a  i-eason,  that  we  must  ero^s  in  a 
small  canoe,  and,  on  account  of  the  ice,  it  was  very  danger- 
ous to  be  on  tlie  river  after  (hirk,  all  of  whicli  I  afterwards 
learned  was  truc^,  but  at  the  time  1  felt  much  vexed  at  the 
ferryman,  thinking  his  excuses  wei-e  only  for  the  purpose 
of  making  some  money  out  of  us  by  keeping  us  all  night, 
and  I  felt  like  crossing  tlie  river,  let  the  dangei's  be  what 
they  might.  After  using  my  best  ctibrts  to  get  the  ferry- 
man to  take  us  over,  to  no  effect,  T  yielded  to  my  fate  and 
made  tbe  best  of  my  condition  1  could.  I  went  to  the  log 
cabin  and  called  for  supper  and  lodging,  which  were 
promptly  attended  to,  and  om-  host  did  everything  in  liis 
power  to  make  tlie  situation  of  his  guests  comfortaljle. 
The  weather  Avas  extremely  cold,  and  our  liotel,  which  had 
just  bet^n  built,  was  only  chinked  and  daul)od  on  two  sides, 
wliile  the  other  part  of  the  house  was  open,  with  nothing  to 
shelter  the  inmates  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
except  the  rough  logs,  which  were  far  enough  apart  to  af- 
ford an  easy  entrance  to  a  good  sized  dog. 

In  this  humble  cabin  there  were  about  thirty  s()uls,  con- 
sisting of  men,  women,  and  cliildren,  who  sought  a  night's 
repose.  There  was  a  large  tireplace  on  the  side  of  the 
cabin  which  was  not  chinked  and  daubed,  in  which  was 
piled  nearly  half  of  a  cord  of  wood,  so  that  we  had  heat 
and  cold  from  the  same  direction.  Our  good  hostess  soon 
prepared  sup])er,  but  the  dining  table  was  not  of  sufHcient 
size  to  accommodate  all  the  guests  at  once,  so  we  had  to 
eat  our  supper  by  turns.  Soon  after  supper  was  over  I  be- 
spoke a  bed,  and  our  lar  dlord  alotted  to  a  St.  Louis  gen- 
tleman and  myself  the  best  of  the  only  three  beds  in  the 
house.  This  was  the  first  time  lever  ^vas  in  a  promiscuous 
crowd  of  men,  wonu^n,  and  children,  strangers  to  one  an- 
other, where  all  had  to  lodge  in  one  room,  and,  although 
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V(!ry  tired,  and  desifons  of  rcjxjsc  for  the  nii^lit,  I  f<  lt  a  little; 
delicacy  about.  retirin_<^  in  priv^ence  of  the  conipnny,  juid  df- 
layed  divesiin<^  myself  of  rny  wai'drohe  until  otlici-s  IkkI  set 
tlie  exaTn])le,  when  1  soon  found  niysvlf  hctween  the  .>heets. 
This  was  the  first  tiiu(^  I  evei*  took  ii  night's  U)d<:;in<j-  in  a 
log  cal)in,  and  1  })y  no  means  felt  satisfied  with  my  sur- 
roundings; and  if  there  ever  was  a  homesick  young  man, 
who  wished  himself  hack  on  the  rocky  hills  of  New  Eng- 
land, on  that  eveniiig  1  was  one.  I  went  to  hed  hut  not  to 
sleep;  I  lay  a  watchful  ohserver  of  everything  going  on. 
After  a  little  the  wonK^n  began  to  make  up  beds  on  tlio 
floor,  by  spreading  down  blankets,  buffalo  robes,  etc.;  and 
thus  one  after  another  camped  down  for  a  night's  repose, 
haphazard,  like  so  many  pigs  in  a  hog  sty.  AVhen  all  was 
quiet,  I  sat  up  in  my  bed  and  took  a  survey  of  what  was 
around  me,  and  surely  to  me  it  was  a  novel  sight.  The 
floor  was  completely  covered  w^ith  sleejjers,  and  though  I 
felt  as  sad  as  death,  I  could  but  smile  to  myself  at  what  I 
beheld.  After  satisfying  my  curiosity  I  lay  down,  and  soon 
found  myself  dreaming. 

In  the  morning  there  w:is  another  laughable  scene;  some 
were  clearing  away  the  beds,  some  hunting  for  shoes  or 
stockings,  or  some  other  article  of  clothing;  the  men  were 
fretting,  the  women  scolding,  and  the  young  ones  squall- 
ing, and  at  the  door  of  the  cabin  there  was  an  old  man,  a 
mover,  Avho  had  camped  near  by,  making  a  big  fuss  about 
some  one  stealing  from  his  wagon  a  jug  of  whisky.  This 
w^as  surely  an  interesting  scene,  and  one  long  to  i)e  remem- 
bered. Our  morning's  hubbub  was  soon  put  to  rights,  and 
the  ill  humor  manifested  by  men,  women,  and  children 
subsided,  so  that  peace  and  harmony  once  more  reigned  in 
our  little  circle.  The  good  landlady  of  the  house  prepared 
a  breakfast  for  us  of  fresh  pork,  potatoes,  and  bread,  —  the 
best  that  the  house  ^  afforded, —  and  we  partook  of  the 
sumptuous  meal.  Then  I  sortled  my  bill  at  a  reasonable 
charge,  and  my  St.  Louis  companion  and  myself,  with  the 
ferr^'inan,  seated  ourselves  in  a  log  canoe,  and  after  about 


84 


ANNAI.S   OK  IOWA. 


[AI'hlL, 


ail  hour's  .s(rii<^-ii;l('  tliroii^h  tlic  lloiitiii'j-  <-;ike.-)  of  i^-f,  wa 
landod  on  tlic  liui'liii^ton  sido  of  tlic  ri\'<'i-,  aiiiouL'^  cutii-e 
8traii<L!;c'r8. 

After  lan<liii^,  I  walked  o\'cr  tin;  town,  niakinii-  close  ob- 
servations; of  everylliin<i:  I  saw,  and  tlionulit  kcst  to  stoj)  a 
short  time  at  this  place.  I  obtained  l)oardinL!:  in  the  fainilv 
of  Levi  Lloyd,  and  o('eu])ied  a  room  with  Mr.  Avery,  a 
menibei-  of  the  legislature,  and  ^fr  Stuart,  'a  ^k-tliodist 
pfeaeher,  botli  of  wh(»m  treated  me  very  kindly,  and  for 
wliom  I  felt  much  res])eet.  During  my  stay  at  Lurlington 
some  tragic  scones  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  1' became 
acquainted  with  many  noble,  and  some  eccentric,  cliarac- 
ters.  The  first  night  1  spent  in  Lurlington,  i>.,  a  saloon 
keeper,  without  any  just  provocation,  shot  young  I^.,  who 
died  a  few  days  tliereafter.  Gen.  who  was  the  presid- 
ing oflicer  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  then  in  session, 
a  noble  looking  man,  and  one  who  wore  fine  clothes,  for 
Boveral  days  before  the  close  of  the  session  abandoned  liis 
duties  as  a  legislator,  and  spent  his  time  about  the  sa- 
loons, refusing  to  be  controlled  by  his  friends,  and  was 
seen  taking  a  nap  in  a  bed  prepared  for  swine.      *  * 

Being  short  of  means,  and  having  a  poor  prospect  of  im- 
rnediiitely  making  anything  at  the  law,  and  meeting  with  a 
chance  to  engage  in  a  school  near  the  town,  I  embraced  the 
opportunity,  and  officiated  in  the  ofhce  of  pedagogue  for 
about  three  months.  During  this  time,  though  the  teacher 
of  others,  1  learned  many  interesting  lessons  myself:  for 
during  this  time  I  had  to  board  with  the  families  of  those 
who  sent  their  children  to  school,  which  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity of  becoming  well  acquainted  with  the  manners 
and  customs  of  Iowa.  The  first  ])lace  at  which  1  hoai-ded 
was  with  an  old  gentleman  by  the  name  of  John  Pierson, 
one  of  the  iirst  settlers  of  Iowa,  with  wht>m  1  contracted 
to  keep  the  school.  The  old  gentleman,  by  coming  to  the 
country  when  it  was  first  settled,  had  succeeded  in  getting 
liold  of  large  tracts  of  land  near  Burlington,  which  became 
very  valuable,  —  so  much  so  that  it  made  liim  one  of  the 
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weiilthi(!.st  men  in  the  couhtiy.  Tlic  old  goritleriian'M  fam- 
ily consisU'd  of  hi iiiscU'  and  wile,  two  daii'j-litcr.',  and  loiir 
sons,  tlie  latter  six  ol'  wlioni  wcnl  to  scIkx.I  lo  mc  The 
old  geiitlenian,  tlioni^'h  of  a  (-ontcntions  and  liliniuus  di.-,- 
poflition,  alinoril:  always  in  law,  was  yet  kind  licartcd,  and  if 
one  ti'ied  to  please  him  in  his  whims  he  was  aLCreeahle  and 
accomniodaling.  (He  always  took  a  <^i\':i\  interest  in  my 
behalf.)  Durin<^'  those  three  months  I  assoeiated .  witli  all 
sorts  of  })eople,  and  met  with  all  kinds  of  fare.  At  one 
place  where  I  l)()arded  the  house  oidy  contained  one  room, 
and  in  one  corner  of  it  a  tloek  of  younii;  })ouhry  roosted, 
and  not  unfrequently  thei'e  would  be  a  half  dozen  younij^ 
pigs  running  about  the  room,  while  occasionally  a  horse  or 
cow  would  thrust  its  head  into  the  door  and  give  the  signals 
it  usually  did  when  it  wanted  something  to  eat,  all  of  which 
occasionally  afforded  very  agreeable  pastime,  particularly 
when  the  dog  was  called  upon  to  make  them  know  their 
proper  places.  At  another  place  where  I  boarded  there 
were  eight  in  the  family,  besides  myself,  and  when  there 
were  four  beds  prepared  for  sleeping  they  took  up  nearly 
all  the  room  there  was  in  the  house.  But  fortunately  for 
me,  they  had  a  cot  bedstead,  Avith  long  legs,  on  which  they 
prepared  a  very  comfortable  l)ed  for  my  use,  and  while  some 
of  the  family  slept  on  the  floor,  I  was  exalted  high  over 
their  heads  in  the  air.  This  was  a  very  kind  family,  and 
they  showed  me  great  respect,  and  tlie  only  fault  I  had  to 
find  with  my  lodgings  was,  that  I  Ijad  to  get  up  at  an  earlier 
horn' than  I  Avas  accustomed  to;  for  the  family  were  early 
risers,  and  thej-e  could  be  nothing  done  about  breakfasr  un- 
til the  beds  Avere  cleared  away.  Avhi(*h  caused  me  to  abandi)n 
the  downy  pi  How  at  a  much  earlier  hour  than  I  desired. 
While  occupying  this  lofty  bed  I  amused  myself  Avitii  many 
vain  speculations,  in  thinking  hoAV  exalted  I  Avas  over  those 
around  me,  and  A^iewing  the  splendid  mansion  Avhere  I 
lodged.  As  it  is  apt  to  be  the  case  that  every  rose  in  this 
life  has  its  thorn,  so  in  this  situation  I  was  much  annoyed; 
for  there  Avas  in  the  family  a  lusty,  big,  fat  boy,  Avho  occu- 
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pied  tlic  1)('<1  Ix'iicnlli  inc,  niid  as  soon  as  >So///////y  sci/.<-cl  upon 
liis  souses  lie  would  coiiiincin'c  a  suorinij;,  in  .-ouikI 

was  almost  e((iial  to  tlio  j)nlliiiiL;-  of  a  stcainhoal,  and  1>\-  Ins 
Bnoi-ini;-  lie  IVrcpuMitly  previMiled  nic;  \'v()\ii  enjovinij-  Fny 
nii!;lit's  slund)(M\^.  J>ut  when  lie  heeanu,'  too  tronldesonie  [ 
would  rcuieli  down  and  i^ive  him  a  laj)  on  the  side  of  ihe 
head;  and  in  this  I  lhoui;-ht  we  were  about  c'lpjal,  inv  if  he 
disturbed  niy  sleep  by  his  snorino-^  I  was  sure  to  mako  his 
cars  tinij;le  with  my  band. 

In  it  manner  similar  to  this  I  s])ent  my  fn-st  winter  in 
Iowa.  My  sebool  eontinued  until  the  conimenecmcnt  of 
the  Spring*  term  of  eourt,  (hiring  which  time  I  had  become 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  Iowa,  and  l\'lt 
myself  to  be  a  very  good  "  llawkeye."  When  my  school 
was  finished  I  took  a  tour  into  the  back  country,  and  at- 
tended several  courts,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  perma- 
nent location.  I  iirst  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  J.  C.  Hall  gave  me  an  op})ortunity  to  make  an 
argument  in  a  slander  suit,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life 
I  addressed  a  jmw.  In  this  effort  I  succeeded  much  be- 
yond my  expectations,  and  was  highly  complimented.  The 
suit  was  against  a  miserly  old  man,  who  had  used  some  very 
vulgar  expressions  to  and  about  a  widow  woman.  In  my 
opening  remarks  I  used  the  expression  that  I  should  think 
from  the  lauiruai^e  he  had  used  "  that  he  had  been  bred 
among  the  hogs  and  educated  by  a  jackass,"  which  express- 
ion brought  down  the  house  with  applause;  and  for  an 
liours  speech  I  not  only  had  the  strictest  attention  of  the 
jury,  but  of  all  the  spectators;  and  what  was  more  pleasing 
to  me  than  all  the  rest,  we  recovered  a  verdict  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  Hall  (  who  vras  always  very  kind  to  young 
lawyers,  and  for  favors  to  me  I  shall  ever  be  grateful)  vol- 
unteered to  give  me  lifty  dollars  when  the  money  was  paid, 
but  unibrtunately  for  me  the  judge  granted  a  new  trial,  on 
account  of  excessive  damages,  so  that  the  only  compensa- 
tion I  got  for  my  services  wa.s  a  good  name.  After  spend- 
ing about  two  weeks  at  this  phice  I  left  for  the  county  seat 
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of  Wnsliiiiixton  county,  :t  dislanco  ol'  iihoiit  tliirly  milrs. 
As  tlu'i-c  was  no  public  conveyance,  and  lia\  in'_r  w  aited  sev- 
eral days  to  <rct  a  ])rivate  one  witlioul  success,  1  undci-took 
the  journey  on  foot.  J  starte(l  in  i^ood  spirits,  tliinkinn^  I 
would  have  a  pleasant  wallc,  hut  soon  lound  there  was  not 
mucli  }»]easure  to  l)e  derived  iVoni  tranipiiiL';  tlirouiili  the 
mud.  My  feet  soon  became  sore,  and  ])(.'f()r(.'  I  had  walked 
piany  miles  I  wouhl  liave  been  i^lad  to  he  rdicvcil'lVoin  inv 
undertakini;*;  hut  as  I  had  once  started  I  resoK  ed  t(j  pe-r- 
forin  the  journey,  and  ])ursued  my  way  with  I'esolute  spirits, 
hoping'  soon  to  5i:et  to  my  destination.  WHien  the  sun  was 
about  an  hour  and  a  lialf  high  1  entered  u])on  the  l)()rdcrs 
of  a  large  prairie,  wdiere  there  was  a  log  cabin,  and  every- 
thing had  the  appearance  of  Ijcing  al)le  to  ailbrd  a  comfort- 
able night's  lodging.  I  en<juired  tlie  distance  to  \Va>h- 
ing:ton,  and  was  told  it  w^as  eight  miles.  I  first  c;ist  my  eye 
across  the  wide  prairie  and  tlien  to  tlie  lonely  cabin,  and 
was  at  a  great  loss  in  my  own  mind  to  know  whether  J  had 
better  })ursue  my  jonrney  or  stop  for  the  night.  I  finally 
conchided  to  go  on,  being  told  that  I  would  come  to  another 
house  in  about  four  miles;  T  then  started  on  my  way,  pro- 
posing; to  stop  at  the  next  house  for  the  night.  AVhen  I 
had  travelled  the  four  miles  I  found  the  house,  hut  mu.ch  to 
my  disappointment  it  was  tenantless,  the  occupants  having 
apparently  moved  away  tliat  (hiy.  ]3y  this  time  the  sun  had 
hid  himself  behind  the  western  horizon,  tlie  path  I  was  to 
pursue  was  quite  obscure,  and  the  sky,  about  <unset.  was 
overspread  witli  clouds,  so  tiiat  I  knew^  the  moon  and  stars 
would  render  me  no  assistance  in  finding  my  way.  !My 
situation  in  this  condition  was  any  thing  but  pkmsant ;  for 
.1  had  either  to  take  up  my  lodgings  in  the  lonely  cabin, 
without  tire  or  supper,  or  pursue  my  journey,  and  1  was  so 
tired  it  seemed  to  me  I  could  not  walk  another  step.  I 
again  hesitated  whether  to  stop  m  the  cabin  or  pursue  my 
journey  with  the  liope  of  lindnig  better  accommodations. 
The  thought  of  staying  in  the  c:ibin  without  an\ thing  to 
eat  or  fire  to  warm  myself  was  not  very  agreeable,  so  1 
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concluded  to  })Usli  my  way  inrward,  and  (j nlcla-ncd  j>acc 
as  liHicb  as  J  could,  so  as  to  frci  on  my  ua\-  as  lar  as  jxjssi- 
blo  before  dayli^'lit  (lisaj)]j('ar('d. 

I  had  not  gone  lar  belbrc  tlio  clouds  gat liciM-d  into  a 
storm,  and  it  began  to  I'ain.  It  was  so  dark  1  could  not  see 
the  beaten  pat]i,and  it  was  w  illi  gi-cai  dilliculty  rli;it  [  could 
keep  my  way.  This,  to  mc,  was  not  a  very  enviable  con- 
dition to  be  in;  and  to  add  to  the  gloom  of  my  situation, 
tliere  was  oecasionally  a  ^'ivid  Hash  ol'  liglitning,  accompa- 
nied by  k)ud  rumbling  rliundej-;  and  near  me,  api)arently 
following  in  my  track,  were  a  large  number  of  wolves,  wlio 
kept  up  a  most  hideous  liowling,  tlie  tirst  music  oftlie  kind 
I  had  ever  heard,  and  a  serenade  1  would  very  willingly 
have  dispensed  with.  T  liad  travelled  seemingly  a  score  of 
miles  sinee  dark,  and  was  so  weaiw  J  could  liardly  put  one 
foot  before  the  other,  and  had  almost  come  to  the. conclu- 
sion that  I  would  have  to  camp  in  the  open  prairie,  when 
my  eye  caught  the  glimpse  of  a  light  in  the  distance.  This 
inspired  me  with  new  life;  I  renewed  my  diligence,  and 
after  a  walk  of  about  a  mile  I  found  myself  at  the  county 
seat  of  Washington  county.  As  soon  as  I  entered  tlie  little 
village  I  sought  and  found  the  only  house  of  entertainment 
in  the  place.  This  house  was  built  of  logs,  and  contained 
only  three  rooms,  and  in  this  building  was  kept  a  grocery, 
a  tailor's  shop,  a  lawyer's  otHce,  and  a  tavern.  1  entered 
the  department  which  was  used  for  a  reception  room ;  ther(^ 
I  found  a  fireplace  in  which  were  a  few  coals  of  fire,  but 
there  was  no  light  in  the  room,  except  what  was  rejiected 
from  the  fire;  beside  the  tire}>lace  there  was  sitting  a  young 
man,  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  apparently  in  dee})  thought, 
as  if  meditating  over  some  grave  question.  AVhen  I  en- 
tered the  room  I  asked  him  if  he  was  the  landlord,  to  whi(.'h 
he  answered  me  veiy  indignantly  in  the  negative,  and  at 
the  same  time  intbrmed  me  that  he  was  a  mend.)er  of  the 
bar.  I  ai)ologized  to  him  for  my  ill  manners  in  under  es- 
timating his  position,  upon  which  he  was  kind  enough  to 
hunt  me  the  landlord,  from  whom  I  secured  lodgings,  and 
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called  for  supper.  I  was  the  only  guest  in  tlic  lioiirie,  an<l 
received  nuicli  atlcntio!! ;  all  hands  were  on  tin-  alert  to 
prepare  nie  a  meal,  and  I  i:;ivc'  tlnun  the  prais*-  of  doin;^"  for 
me  tlic  hest  their  house  ailoi-ded.  1  had  not  hem  in  the 
room  but  a  short  time  when  a  youngerly  lookinir  woman 
came  in,  who  attraet(^d  my  attention;  she  measured  aljout 
six  feet  and  a  hall'  from  head  to  foot,  aiid  resemhk-d,  in  her 
figure,  a  n(^w  moon,  —  hirge  in  the  middle  and  tapering  olK 
at  both  ends,  formini'-  a  seetioi"!  of  a  eir(de  ol' no  verv  larf^e 
size.  She  in  great  haste  drew  out  from  th(^  side  of  the 
room  a  large  table,  spread  upon  it  a  cloth,  which,  from  ap- 
pearances, was  originally  designed  for  the  bed  instead  of 
the  table,  and  arranged  upon  it  a  few  dishes.  I  carefully 
watched  every  movement,  and  had  my  curic>sity  considera- 
bly excited  by  the  manner  in  which  my  su})])er  was  being 
prepared.  The  next  person  who  appeared  was  the  land- 
lady, who  entered  the  room  with  a  plate  loaded  with  fried 
bacon.  The  appearance  of  the  landlady  was  no  less  inter- 
esting than  the  girl  whom  1  first  saw.  She  was  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  size,  and  in  lier  figure  directly  opposite 
to  the  young  lady;  her  head  much  resembled  a  brush  heap, 
and  from  appearance  one  would  mitui-ally  suppose  she  was 
not  the  owner  of  a  couib,  or  for  some  tiuie  had  been  too 
busy  to  use  it.  She  was  in  lier  stocking  feet,  and  froui  the 
size  of  her  understandings  it  was  not  to  be  supt>osed  she 
had  stunted  the  growth  of  lier  feet  by  the  use  of  Chinese 
shoes;  and  from  her  clothes  it  was  not  to  be  inferred  that 
her  mind  had  been  occupied  as  much  about  her  wardrobe 
as  the  most  important  affair  of  life. 

My  meal  was  soon  ready,  which  eonsisted  of  fried  bacon. 
Irish  potatoes,  corn  bread,  and  a  cup  of  coffee,  to  wluch  I 
sat  down  and  ate  a  hearty  supper.  Soon  at\er  my  supper 
was  over  the  young  lawyer  and  myself  took  a  l.)ed  together 
for  a  niglit's  repose;  but  owing  to  a  noise  whieh  was  kept 
up  in  the  adjoining  room,  where  whisky  was  sold,  by  some 
exhilarated  persons  discussing  (juestions  of  theology,  I  felt 
but  little  inclined  to  sleep,  and  spout  a  good  part  of  the 
12 
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llig'lit  inoditiilinii;  ovvv  the  pant  and  contc  iiijdatiiiir  lljc  fu- 
ture. 

At  thin  place  1  >-\)('n\  scvi'i-al  days,  and  was  solicited  by 
many  of  the  citizens  to  iiiakc  it  my  liome:  but  as  soon  as  I 
had  l)ecome  suilicicntly  j-estcd  and  recovered  irr>m  the  sore- 
ness of  my  })revious  \\alk.  I  started  a£!,ain  on  loot  lor  the 
town  oi'  1^'airliold,  a  distance  of  aljout  twenty-live  Uiiles, 
and  a  jouriiey  which  took  me  the  best  part  ol'  tu'o  'days  to 
perform.  'Diere  liad  bev'ii  hea\y  rains,  which  liad  swollen 
tlie  streams  so  tliat  it  was  diliieuh  to  cross  lliem.  I  came 
to  Skunk  river  and  found  it  out  of  its  banks;  there  v>as  a 
ferry  esta])lished  at  this  point,  but  on  the  north  >ide  of  the' 
river,  0})posite  to  ^\here  tlie  ferry  was  kept,  there  was  a 
slough,  through  whieh,  in  higii  water,  a  deep  current  passed, 
and  tliis  cut  me  olf  from  access  to  tlie  ferry,  and  1  was  told 
there  was  no  chance  to  get  to  the  place  of  crossing  the  main 
channeL  The  house  wliere  I  got  this  information  was  the 
only  one  in  the  vicinity.  This  being  the  only  ]»lace  where 
I  could  stop,  and  the  people  not  ])ossessing  a  very  inviting 
appearance,  I  determined  to  cross  the  river  if  possible.  I 
went  back  to  the  river,  walked  up  along  the  batdc  of  tlie 
slough  until  I  discovered  a  tree  wliich  had  been  under- 
mined by  the  current,  and  lodged  against  another  tree  on 
the  opposite  bank;  I  climbed  up  one  and  down  t|ie  other, 
and  thus  safely  got  to  the  other  side  of  the  slough.  I  went 
down  to  where  the  ferry  was  kept,  but  the  ferryman,  not 
supposing  any  one  could  get  to  the  ferry,  was  not  there,  and 
I  could  not  find  any  one  to  bring  the  boat  over  for  me  to 
cross  the  river.  It  had  mnv  got  to  be  nearly  sundown,  and 
I  began  to  think  1  v/as  in  a  fair  way  t(^  take  up  a  niglit's 
lodging  upon  the  island:  I  walked  up  and  down  the  bank 
of  the  river,  hallooing  at  the  top  of  my  voice,  endeavoring 
to  attract  the  attention  of  some  one,  Init  all  in  vain.  At 
last  1  discovered  a  canoe,  made  out  of  a  l«)g,  run  up  on  the 
dry  ground,  and  liid  in  a  elump  of  brush;  upon  making 
this  discovery  I  immediately  pushed  the  canoe  into  the 
water  and  paddled  a^^ross  the  river.    I  then  pursued  my 
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journey  to  a  i)la(tc'  calhMl  lii-iLili{nn,  wlicic  lliciw-  wen-  tlir*'e 
or  lour  houses.  My  appcai-iHict'  at  tlii<  j.la(,'0  atlractcd 
mucli  attention,  lor  1  iliink  every  liviuL!,-  soul  rnslicd  to  the 
doors  or  ^vin(lo\^^s,  and  eag(!rly  wah-lied  me  until  J  had  irot 
fiir  in  the  dislanee.  At  one  oi'  thoe  hoiist.-s  wcim-  ah(Mit  a 
dozen  llaxen-haired  you!)*^-  ones  wlio  ruslu'd  from  tht-  house 
and  advanced  near  to  nie,  aj)j)arently  Ncry  anxious  to  i^-*.-!  a 
^fair  view  of  my  pei'son.  1  st()p}»ed  a  short  distance  >outh 
of  tliis  place,  and  staid  all  ni_n-]it  with  a  Mr.  1 J  cart,  wlio  was 
kocpinp;'  hachelorls  liaJl,  and  a  very  worthy  and  aurccahlo 
man;  from  him  1  received  a  hearty  welcome,  and  .->])cnt  a 
very  j>leasaiii  night.  The  next  day  I  ])ursae(l  my  Journey 
to  Fairlield,  and  <^ot  there  a  few  days  ]»efore  the  sitting  of 
the  spring  term  of  court. 

The  iirst  day  i  was  at  the  place  an  old  Indian  with  his 
family  camped  near  the  town,  on  his  return  from  his  win- 
ter's liunt  somewhere  in  the  settlement.  The  old  nnm, 
witli  some  of  his  family,  came  u}t  to  the  town  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trading  some  peltries  for  provisions;  while  the  In- 
dians were  endeavoring  to  trade  a  man  hy  the  name  of 
Powers  took  ti})  a  switch,  and  for  some  cause,  I  could  not 
tell  what,  gave  one  of  the  young  Indians  several  severe 
blows.  Some  of  those  present  took  up  the  matter  in  be- 
half of  the  Indians,  others  ao-ainst  theui,  and  the- result  was 
a  general  row;  but  the  old  Indian,  though  apparently  very 
angry  at  the  niistreatment  of  his  boy,  acted  with  more  dis- 
cretion than  the  whites,  for  he  quietly  took  Ids  party  and 
returned  to  his  cam]).  On  the  following  Sunday  evening 
tbe  town  was  full  of  lavryers,  litigants,  and  witnesses,  for 
tlie  ptir[)Ose  of  attending  court  the  ensuing  week.  Tlje 
court  lasted  nearly  a  week,  and  there  were  a  large  number 
of  persons  present  every  day,  some  ibr  business  purp(>ses, 
and  others  to  satisfy  their  curiosity. 

During  the  week  there  were  several  horse  races,  anil 
more  fights,  one  of  which  is  noticeable.  There  was  a  horse 
race  got  up  in  which,  by  hetting  or  otherwise,  a  large 
numbei"  of  persons  became  interested;,  .and  iiftcr  the  race 
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wiiR  run  ii  (li!^nij;roc'in('iit  iirosc  jis  to  w  liicli  liorsf;  won,  and 
loud  and  hoislrous  words  wci-f  ii<c(l  1>\-  tli<'  pai-tit-s  to  one 
another.  Tlicy  retired  to  tlic  ^roeery  to  ti-v  to  settle  the 
dispute,  Jind  liarnionize  the  dillieulty  hy  tlic  aid  of  whisky; 
but  this,  instead  of  sootliini^  tlie  anj^ry  ]ia-<i'>ns,  addi.-d 
fuel  to  the  ilanies,  and  a  «^eneral  ii^-lit  ensued.  Tlic  i^ro- 
cory  keeper,  witlt  tlie  assistanee  of  a  few  of  his  fi-icnds, 
Jturned  tlie  eoud)atants  out  of  doors,  loeked  up 'his  store, 
and  secreted  himself.  As  tliev  came  out  of  the  door  the 
foremost  ones  tumhkMl  down  and  the  others  fell  u])on  them, 
and  there  were  some  eiglit  or  ten  men  scpialddiuii;  toLcother, 
clawing  one  anotlier.  One  man,  extricating  himself  from 
the  engagement,  sprang  to  his  feet  and  drew  a  large  how^ie 
knife,  and  was  ahout  to  stab  one  of  the  combatants,  when 
another  man  struck  his  arm  with  a  heavy  (Mine  and  knocked 
the  knife  out  of  his  hand.  The  excitement  drew  nearly 
everybody  but  the  judge  from  the  court  house,  and  entirely 
suspended  the  business  of  the  court,  and  tliere  was  a  gen- 
eral rusb  from  all  parts  of  the  towni  to  the  scene  of  action. 
Prominent  among  the  crowd,  was  to  be  seen  an  old  man 
by  the  name  of  Elijah  Chartian,  who  held  the  otHce  of  jus- 
..tice  of  the  peace,  and  had  seen  his  three  score  years  and 
ten,  commanding  the  peace.  The  light  was  quelled  with- 
out any  serious  injury  to  the  combatants  and  the  erowd  dis- 
persed. 

The  lawyers  returned  to  the  court  house  and  Aveut  on 
with  their  business.  The  court  was  engaged  in  trying  a 
slander  suit  wdiich  had  attracted  much  attention,  and  the 
courthouse  soon  became  crowded  wnth  spectators:  just  as 
the  court  had  got  fairly  engaged  in  business,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  crowd  had  been  draAvn  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
trial,  there  was  heard  a  stir  in  the  back  part  of  the  house, 
near  the  door  ;  then  tliere  was  noticed  a  giving  way  of  the 
spectators,  and  the  old  justice  approaching  with  a  bowie 
knife  in  his  liand.  The  old  man  had  naturally  a  tierce  vis- 
age, and  his  nerves  were  aiiected  with  age  and  disease  so 
that  his  head  w^as  constantly  in  a  tremulous  motion,  which. 
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to  ii  stranger,  gave  liim  tlx;  apjjcarance  of  being  angry. 
The  old  man  slowly  advanced,  and  tlie  crowd  cc)ntinii('d  to 
give  way;  as  lie  moved  along  eveiy  eye  was  njKjn  him,  and 
not  a  word  was  s[)()ken  I)}'  any  one.  'I'lic  wlioh^  house  was 
in  a  breatliless  snsi»ense,  and  every  {x.-rson  seemed  to  be 
expecting  that  the  old  justice  was  about  to  vent  his  wrath 
upon  some  one,  and  lialf  (expecting  tliat  he  might  be  tiie 
Rought  for  victim.  The  old  man  made  lii.s  way  directly 
to  the  judge's  bench,  and  ascen(k'd  the  steps;  tlie  judge 
(Charles  Mason)  eyed  iirst  the  old  nuui's  fierce  countenance, 
and  then  the  knife,  and  quickly  ai"ose  from  his  ch:iir  and 
stepped  back.  The  justice  rsised  up  liis  arm,  with  \\iv  knife 
in  liis  liand.  TJie  judge  had  retired  to  the  back  ])arr  of  the 
stand,  and  could  not  easily  go  farther:  the  color  left  liis 
face,  and  he  stood  watching  the  old  man  as  if  every  moment 
expecting  a  stab  from  the  knife.  At  this  critical  period,  the 
old  justice  broke  the  silence  by  exclaiming,  "Judge,  here 
is  a  knife  I  took  from  those  fighters,  and  I  thought  I  would 
bring  it  to  you  to  take  care  of."  The  judge's  countenance 
immediately  changed  from  white  to  crimson,  and  the  whole 
house  from  a  breathless  silence  to  a  roar  of  laughter,  at 
which  the  old  justice  seemed  to  be  as  much  confused  and 
surprised  at  this  sudden  change  in  the  bearing  of  the  jitdge 
and  spectators  as  they  had  been  at  his  conduct.-  The  old 
man  soon  left  the  court  room,  and  the  judge  went  on  with 
the  business  of  the  court. 

A  few  weeks  after  I  came  to  Fairfield,  Governor  Cham- 
bers, who  had  recently  come  to  the  territory,  went  to  the 
agency  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  to  visit  those  Indians, 
and  most  of  the  male  citizens  of  the  place  went  up  to  the 
agency  to  witness  the  interview  ;  when  an  incident  hap- 
pened which,  being  in  a  strange  land,  far  from  friends, 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  my  mind.  Three  Irislimen 
who,  with  a  team,  had  been  into  tliL'  Indian  territory  (the 
boundary  line  of  which  was  then  within  eight  miles  of  Fair- 
tield)  to  look  at  the  country,  on.  their  way  l)ack  camped 
within  about  two  miles  of  the  place  (on  the  south  siile  of  the 
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Cedjir)  for  tlic  niL;]it.  One  ofllic  pai-iy  starlcfl  lor  tl^- creek 
with  the  liorscs,  to  \v;iler  tliciu,  whilr  the  otlicr  two  re- 
mained at  tlie  wai^oii  to  kindle  :i  lire  and  rook  supper.  'I'lje 
man  witli  the  horses  not  retiii'niiiLi-  as  soon  as  exi)eete<l,  the 
others  went  in  seareh  of  him,  hut  it  had  hecr)nie  (hn'k,  and 
they  could  not  find  tlieir  companion  or  tlie  horses,  and  re- 
turned to  the  camp  and  gave  u\)  tlie  seareli  until  morniniz-. 
In^^the  morning-  they  traced  the  hoi'ses  to  the  hanlc  <»f  tin* 
creek,  and  discovered  tliem  on  tlie  opposite  side.  Where 
tlie  liorses  went  into  the  creek  the  water  was  very  deep, 
and  they  came  to  tlie  conclusion  that  their  com]>anion  had 
attempted  to  ride  into  the  water,  and  was  thrown  from  his 
horse  and  drowned.  They  immediately  alarmed  t!M'.  neigh- 
horhood,  and  there  was  a  general  hunt  for  the  missing  inan. 
They  dragged  the  hottom  of  the  creek  with  gra])pling  hooks, 
and  ahout  the  middle  of  the  day  fished  up  his  hody.  The 
corpse  was  brought  to  (own  and  deposited  in  the  court 
liousc,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  coroner's  inquest  on  the 
body.  It  was  a  wet,  drizzling  day,  such  as  w^as  calculated 
to  depress  the  feelings,  and  make  one  feel  sad.  The  corpse 
was  a  liorrid  sight  to  behold.  Tn  the  forehead  tliere  was  a 
deep  gash,  and  the  blood  was  running  from  the  mouth,  ears, 
and  nose.  At  tirst  it  was  thought  there  had  been  some  foul 
play  on  the  part  oi'his.  comjiaiiions ;  but,  on  examination  of 
the  body,  there  was  found  around  it  a  belt. containing  a  large 
amount  of  gold,  and  from  this  fact,  and  other  testimony, 
the  jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  attempted  to  ride 
into  the  creek  to  water  his  horses,  and  there  being  a  steep 
bank  and  deep  \vater,  he  was  thro\^'n  oti"  and  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  horses'  feet,  and  was  tirst  stunned  and  then 
drowned.  The  coroner's  inquest  lasted  until  late,  and  it 
was  quite  dark  before  the  body  was  permitted  to  be  moved. 
It  had  begun  to  decompose,  and  ^^•as  very  otlensive,  so  much 
so  that  it  was  dithcuk  to  get  any  person  to  heli)  perform  the 
funeral  ceremonies.  The  corpse  was  ])Ut  in  a  rude  cotiin, 
without  shifting  the  cU^thes,  and  then  deposited  in  a  wagon 
and  taken  to  the  burvinir  trround.    ]Slvself  and  t\vo  other 
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citizens  ol'tlic  plarc,  throuo-li  ihc  j-ain,  \>v  ilic  r>r  a  Inn. 

torn,  j)i'rlornu'(l  the  cu  rcuionv  ol' duposilin;:;  tlio  rcmainn  ot* 
tlio  slranji,'('r  in  tlio  siK'nl  l'Tuvc  —  no  ono  l)oin!^  jtrc-rcnt  ex- 
cept onrs(!h'es  and  his  t\\<j  li-avdinLr  ^;oni panions.  'J'licr<? 
was  no  lioary-lieaded  father  to  weep  over  the  (h  :irli  of  a 
beh)ved  son,  to  whom  he  was  hM)]vinL;'  I'or  aid  and  snppf)rt. 
when  ago  liad  renih'rcd  him  helph'Hs  and  (h'pciKh-nt  ;  no 
mother  to  mourn  tlie  loss  of  a  (h'parted  cliihl;  n  '*  hrothor 
or  sister  to  mini^de  Ji  syni|)at]ii'/in<;-  tear.  .l>n(  in  ih('  dark- 
ness and  stilhiess  of  the  nii^'lir,  in  the  driz/Jinu'  rain,  ]>y  tho 
dim  li^';ht  of  the  hmlern,  hy  ourselves  ah)ne,  we  /j-t/ntly  low- 
ered the  body  down  into  its  nan-ow  al)ode,  closini^  I  he  «.'arth 
over  the  rude  eoffin,  and  left  the  stranger  to  repor^e  in  the 
silent  o-rave  until  tlie  mornino;  of  the  resurrection. 

This  manner  of  a  final  disi)0sal  of  a  stranger,  who,  from 
his  appearance,  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  had  friends  and  in- 
fluence, mucli  affected  my  spirits,  and  I  retired  to  my  lodg- 
ings with  a  sad  lieai-t. 


HISTOEY  OF  MUSCATINE. 


BY  SUEL  FOSTER,   MFPCATINE,  IOWA. 


EARLY  TITLES  OE  LAND. 

BEFORE  Iowa  became  a  territory,  in  1888,  this  part  of 
the  country  was  called  the  "  Blackhawk  Purchase,*' 
it  having  ])ee]^  purchased  of  tlie  Sac  and  Yox  Indians  by 
treaty,  at  the  close  of  the  IMackhawk  AVar  (in  1832),  Black- 
hawk  V)eing  chief  of  these  united  tribes.  The  ^'Blackhawk 
Purchase"  was  a  strip  of  country  along  the  Mississip[>i  river, 
fifty  to  eighty  miles  wide,  and  extending  from  the  state 
of  Missouri  to  Prairie  du  C'liien,  ov  a  little  above.  One 
point  in  the  country  of  the  "Blackhawk  Purchase"  was 
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fifty  miles  west  from  the  foot  ol' Kock  Lsland,  wliidi  hrom-  lit 
the  western  boiindarv  tliis  side  of  Iowa  ('iiy.  licvond  this 
line  no  settler  was  allowed  to  "squat." 

Settlement  was  made  in  Museatine  conrity  in  ]H-V\,  l>y 
Benjamin  Xye,  at  the  mouth  of  Pine  Creek.  J'revious  to 
this  time,  and  immediately  al'ter  the  close  of  the  Blaekhawk 
War,  Major  Georii:e  Diiven])ort  sent  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Farnham,  from  Koidv  Island,  with  two  men,  down  to  the 
"Grindstone  Bluff,"  as  it  was  then  calh'd,  to  put  u)>  a 
shanty  of  a  trading-house,  which  Davenport  supplied  with 
a  small  stock  of  goods,  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 

John  Vanater  was  unquestionably  tlic  first  bona  fide  set- 
tler at  Muscatine,  and  G.  W.  Kasey  the  second.  Mr.  Farn- 
ham's  residence  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city  of  Kock 
Island,  tlien  called  Stephenson,  where  he  died  in  February, 
1836,  and  where,  in  law,  he  never  lost  his  citizenship.  ^Ir. 
Kasey  moved  his  family  here  in  the  spring  of  1830,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  Mrs.  Kasey  died,  and  was  buried  where 
Xo.  1  school  house  now  stands  —  the  first  white  person 
buried  at  this  place. 

In  the  fall  of  1835,  John  Yanater  and  Capt.  Benjamin 
Clark  bought  the  Farnham  "  claim  "  of  Major  George  Daven- 
port (who  was  only  made  colonel  by  common  consent,  he 
never  having  a  commission  of  that  title),  for  which  they 
paid  §200.  The  "claim"  was  half  a  mile  square,  begriming 
at  the  trading-house,  which  stood  in  Water  street,  a  few 
yards  above  the  foot  of  Iowa  Avenue  (and  the  west  end  of 
the  long,  double  log  shanty  was  very  near  parallel  with  tlie 
east  side  of  the  Avenue),  thence  one-fourth  of  a  mile  down 
the  river  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile  up,  and  half  a  mile  back 
from  the  river,  v^diich  is  about  sixty  feet  beyond  Eighth 
street. 

John  Yanater,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  moved  into  the  old 
trading-house,  using  one  end  of  it  for  a  small  stock  of 
goods,  which  he  was  selling  to  the  whites  and  Indians.  Mr. 
Yanater  and  Captain  Clark  had  the  claim  surveyed  into 
town  lots  iu  May,  1836,  by  Major  William  Gordon,  who 
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lived,  lit  tliat  lime,  in  Iloek  iKhind,  and  a  part  of  tlie  lime 
at  liis  elaiiii,  Just  alcove  the  luoiitli  of  J*ine  ( 'reek.  'J'liey 
first  naiJXHl  the  town  .N'ewl)urLC,  hut  soon  cljanired  it  to 
Blooinington,  whieh  name  it  r(!taine(l  ahont  twelve  ^'ears, 
when  it  Avas  chan<z;ed  toMiis(;aline. 

These  proprietors  soon  be<i;an  to  sell  undivided  one-sixth 
and  one-twelfth  interests  in  the  town.  In  Aiip^ust,  1830,  niy 
brother  (Dr.  Jolni  11.  Foster)  and  I  paid  .^500  for 'one-sixth, 
wliieli  we  bonglit  of  Ca[)tain  Clark,  it  being  the  last  j^ortion 
he  had.  lie  tlien  lived  at  Clark's  Ferry,  ten  miles  ijelow 
Davenport,  afterwards  eallcd  Jiutfalo,  wheie  he  thouglit 
there  was  a  better  loeation  for  a  town.  Many  other  jjersons 
bought  undivided  interests  about  tliat  time  and  the  follow- 
ing falL  Among  those  whom  I  can  recall  were  Moses 
Coueh,  Chas.  II.  Fish,  T.  M.  Isett,  Adam  and  Henry  Frink, 
Robert  C.  Kinney,  William  St.  John,  Captain  (t.  W.  Hight, 
B.  White,  William  Devoe,  and  J.  W.  Xelly.  As  yet,  but 
two  cabins  and  two  families  were  here.  In  the  fall  of  1836 
some  other  fiimilies  settled  here.  11.  C.  Kinney,  late  that 
fall,  put  up  the  rear  part  of  his  hotel,  which  yet  stands  as 
the  rear  part  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Stine's  hotel. 

It  was  two  years  after  this  before  the  land  was  in  nuu-ket 
at  the  United  States  land  oiHce  —  namely,  Xovember,  1838, — 
and.  in  March,  1839,  that, part  of  the  city  lying  iji  township 
76  was  brought  into  market.  That  part  of  the  city  on 
which  the  county  court  house  stands  was  pre-empted  by  the 
county  commissionei's,  according  to  a  law  of  congress,  with 
the  privilege  of  taking  a  quarter  section  by  paying  the  land 
oflice  §1.25  per  acre  for  it. 

The  above  relates  to  the  central  part  of  the  city.  The 
low^er  part,  or,  as  it  Avas  called,  Kasey's  addition,  had  other 
proprietors  —  G.  W.  Kasey,  F.  F.  Fay,  AVilliam  St.  John, 
iST.  Fulington,  H.  Keece,  Jona  Pettibone,  L.  C.  and  II.  II. 
Iline,  II.  P.  LowCj  Stephen  AVhicher,  J.  F.  Fletcher,  Breese 
&  Iliginbotham,  Abijah  Whiting,  W.  D.  Abernathy,  Alexas 
Smith,  and  others.  This  claim  was  a  mile  square,  including 
the  cemetery,  J3utlerville,  and  to  the  slough.  The  u}>per 
13 
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addition  iiiclmU'd  nil  1  liat  piirt  cast  of  I  he  ecMilcr  oi' t  Ik*  ^(fiii't 
liouso  s(jii:u'(..'.  .Vfter  tliesc  titles  were  ohinincil  oi'  tlic 
erninout,  a  re-survey  was  made,  and  a  plat  reeoi-d'-d.  |  It  is 
supported  that  this  plat  has  hccn  lo.-^l  IVoiii  tiie  re<'(jrds,  and 
if  such  is  the  ease,  ir  is  hii^-h  time  our  city  t'atlu  rs  had  an 
autlioutie  plat  [>ut  on  record  a^^ain.] 

The  lirst  government  line  run  here'  lor  snrvt-yinL'-  this 
country  into  townshi})s  aiul  sec! Ions  was  in  i >e(  enil)er,'ls:Ji>, 
months  after  the  place  luu]  heen  sur\  eyed,  hy  [)rivate  enter- 
prise, into  city  lots.  Mr.  ]irown,  of  Michigan,  an  old  aiul 
experienced  surveyor,  had  the  contract  ol  surveyiji'j^-  this 
part  of  the  country  iido  townships,  and  v)ne  of  the  s<.;verest 
of  Iowa's  winter  days  the  surveying  })arly  came  in  from  the 
west,  through  the  oak  woods,  running  the  tov/nship  line 
between  76  and  77,  and  set  tli<jir  terminating  post  oii  tlie 
bank  of  the  river,  and  on  tlie  cast  hank  of  Pappoose  Creek, 
marking  the  number  of  the  sections  upon  the  cottonwood 
trees.  About  six  months  after,  it  was  subdivided  into  sec- 
tions. Then  came  the  ditiicuities  among  claimants,  for  it 
often  occurred  that  a  settler's  claim  and  farm  was  upon  two 
quarters,  and  sometimes  in  four  quarters.  Good  and  iionest 
neio;hbors  had  no  dillicultv  in  setting:  the  lines  of  their  farms, 
by  deeding  to  each  other  that  part  of  their  claim  which 
rightfully  belonged  to  them.  Other  less  neighborly^  neigh- 
bors had  bitter  quarrels.  AVe  estabhshed  rules  of  law  and 
rules  for  recording  our  claims,  and  established  courts  and 
juries;  and,  although  we  "poor  devils*'  did  not  own  a  loot 
of  the  land,  out  of  the  necessity  of  our  situation,  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  territory  passed  laws  to  meet  (^ir  necessities, 
making  establislied  claim  lines  liinding  and  arlntraiions  legal. 
Legal  men  of  the  present  day  might  think  it  a  "drum-head 
court"  that  would  undertake  to  settle  the  legal  rights  of 
parties  to  lands,  the  title  of  whicii  w-is  yet  in  the  govern- 
ment. The  crowns  of  Europe  handed  jaws  down  to  our 
forefathers,  but  we,  the  "squatters"  of  Iowa,  handed  laws 
up  to  our  rulers,  and  they  aeknoAvledged  our  '-sovereign 
power"  and  accommodated  their  la^^■s  to  suit  our  nec  essity. 
Xotwithstanding  legislative  aid  in  settling  our  acquired 


1872.] 


IIISTOIIV  OF  M  I'sc.vn.N  j;. 


ri<i^lit8  to  oiir  Ijotiics,  many  and  bitter  w<  re  the  (]narreU 
between  tlie  claimants,  and  iiirlits  were  not  nnnsnal,  or-e:i-ion- 
ally  with  deadly  wcajions,  and  fatal  I'esults.  J  liave  -(.-en 
these  dispnted  riii'lits  carried  to  the  ii-oNfrnmcnl  lajid  (>flic<;, 
where  tlie  ehumants  wonid  hid  iLcainst  t-adi  othei-,  tin-  ])»'r- 
formance  usually  terminatini;'  in  a  few  'dxnncic  downs/'  In 
such  eases,  the  land  sale  would  he  adjourned  to  the  next 
day.  This  1  saw  occur  among  the  settlers  of  ]>es  Moines 
county,  but  I  believe  we  manai>:ed  to  preserve  tlie  ])eacc  :tt 
the  land  sales,  thouo-h  we  liad  to  carry  our  court  of  claims 
with  us  to  tlie  land  sales  at  Burliuiiton  in  18-^>8  and  18*50. 

A  le<?al  squatter's  claim  consisted  in  puttinic  np  a  shaiiiy, 
or  inelosino;  a  few  acres  of  land  witli  a  fence,  or  lircakinii- 
prairie.  The  outlines  must  he  marked  with  a.  plow,  if  on 
the  prairie,  or  blazed  on  trees,  if  in  the  grove.  This  held 
the  claim  six  mouths;  then  actual  residence.  ^Sornetiines 
actual  residence  consisted  in  tlie  s(pTatter  taking  a  blanket 
and  a  lunch  out  to  the  claim,  and  boarding  and  lodging 
there  an  hour  or  two,  and  washing  Ids  dirty  stockings. 
This  made  a  substantial  claim  for  six  months  more. 

ORIGIN   or  THE  NAME  OF  [MFSCATIXE. 

On  reading  Bancrotrs  llistoiy,  some  years  ago,  in  it  I 
found  a  tribe  of  Indians  of  this  name,  and  I  havi3  no  doubt 
the  name  was  brought  here  by  tliem,  before  the  Sacs  au'l 
Musquakies  came  here.  He  says  :  "  At  the  last  village  on 
Fox  river  ever  visitcil  by  the  French,  where  Kiekapoos, 
Muscoutins,  and  Mitunis  dwelt  together  on  a  beautiful  hill 
in  tlie  center  of  the  prairies  and  magnificent  groves,  etc., 
*  *  *  Marquette  begged  two  guides  of  these  Indians  to 
pilot  them  to  the  i)C>rtage  from  the  Fox  to  the  AVisconsin 
river,  when  he  and  liis  con\])anion  Joliet  went  on  their  voy- 
age, and  first  discovered  the  upper  Ntississippi  river.'*  Tliey 
"were  the  first  white  men  who  tr^xl  the  soil  of  Iowa,"'  dune 
25,  1678.  I  conjecture  that  a  reninant  of  the  Muscoutins, 
soon  after  this,  we're  driven  from  Wisconsin,  and  formed  a 
hidge  upon  the  beautiful  ]>lains  of  Muscatine  Island.  The 
Sacs  and  Foxes  knew  nothing  of  the  origin  of  this  mime. 
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[Wk  lake  groat  ploasuro  in  c<>i)yiiit,'  from  the  volimic  rerontly  given  to 
the  publics  hy  J;  inies  I'arton,  l"vS(j.,  entitled  "^Icn  of  l'r'^)gress,"  tlie  fol- 
lowing interesting  l)iograplucal  sketcii  of  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Hastings,  whose 
career  in  Iowa  was  nnfairly  and  unjiislly  represented  and  anin»adv»  rted 
upon  in  a  j)ai)er  l)y  tlie  Hon.  Hawkins  Taylor,  puhli>hed  in  tlie  la.^:t 
Oetober  Anna ls. —  ]u)rroi{.] 

SU00]']8S  is  not  always  an  ovidoncf  of  i^enins,  no  more 
than  failure  is  an  assurance  ol'  incapacity;  yet  lie  who 
triumphs  in  hfe's  halth^  despite  many  serious  ohstacles  in 
his  early  years  —  he  who,  in  due  time,  attains  honored 
prominence  among  his  feUow-mcn,  without  such  accessories 
as  wealth  and  intiuenee  to  render  the  struirgk'  less  arduous 
—  in  a  w^ord,  he  who,  hy  dint  of  his  own  hrain  and  museU', 
rises  from  poverty  and  ohscurity  to  atlhience  and  ])osition, 
surely  develops  rare  ahility,  and  illustrates  a  life  story 
worthy  of  emulation.  Such  a  man  is  the  suhject  ol'  this 
sketch,  and  his  career  is  another  and  convincing  example 
of  that  success  which  follows  merit,  and  to  which  all  may 
aspire  who,  like  him,  possess  the  will,  the  force  of  charac- 
ter, and  the  perseverance  essential  to  its  accomplishment. 

The  ancestry  of  Mr.  Hastings  can  he  traced  to  times  quite 
remote,  and  he  is  supposed  to  be  a  descendant  of  the  gen- 
eral of  his  name  who,  during  the  ITeptarchy.  led  the  Danish 
forces  into  England.  His  grandfather  emigrated  from  Kng- 
land  to  Ehode  Island  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
afterward  settled  in  New  York.  Robert  Collins  Hastings, 
his  father,  was  a  well-educated  and  ititelligent  mechanic,  a 
native  of  Xew  York,  and  married  Patience  Brayton,  of  the 
large  family  of  that  name,  who  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  counties  of  defferson  and  St.  Lawrence.  He 
was  conspicuous  in  the  stirring  poHtical  events  of  his  day, 
and  was  a  Avarm  friend  and  supporter  of  De  AVitt  Clinton, 
after  whom  he  named  his  son.  He  was  in  command  of  a 
company  atSackett's  Harbor  at  the  cK)sc  of  the  war  of  1S12, 
and,  in  a  personal  encountc)-,  pnn-oiced  by  the  colonel  of 
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hiK  rei;-iMicMit ,  lie  (l(>;i]t  lliat  oflici.'j'  a  swor'l-tlini.-t,  on  nccfiiiut. 
of  whicli,  tlioiigli  iicvtr  prosecuted  rriiuiii'iUfcr^  Ik;  was 
harassed  and  ]jt  rsecutcd  hy  llie  colonel  and  Lis  ninuci'ous 
powerful  friends,  until  he  became  i-edu(H'd  from  c(;iiirorta]jle 
afliuence  to  |)o\'erty.  In  this  condition  he  renio\'ed  to  near 
Geneva,  where  he  died,  at  the  ai;e  of  thii'ty-l'oui-  yeai-s,  des- 
titute and  despondent,  leaviiiL;-  a  wile  and  five  childi-en,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  iiotice  was  the  el(h\st. 

Before  speaking  of  the  son,  we  will  mention  another  in- 
cident in  the  career  of  ihc  lather.  ]L()])ert  C.  Hastings, 
during  the  war  of  1812,  witli  two  otliers  of  AVati'rtow  ji,  he- 
came  security  for  a  payinast  ,'r,  who,  some  time  after,  repre- 
sented that  he  had  been  robbed  of  5JS0,000  in  government 
funds.  This  statement  not  heing  credited,  tlie  three  sureties 
repaired,  one  Sunday  morning,  to  the  residence  of  the  sus- 
pected paymaster  and  invited  him  to  a  walk  in  the  fields, 
and  thrust  him  tliree  times  into  a  water-pit,  declaring  each 
should  be  the  hist  unless  lie  would  reveal  the  truth.  The 
third  time  convinced  the  culprit  otthe  terrihle  earnestness  of 
the  parties  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and,  after  being  re- 
stored to  consciousness,  not  without  considerable  dithculry, 
he  finally  acknowledged  that  the  money  was  concealed  on  his 
wife's  person.  Acting  on  this  confession,  they  immediately 
returned  to  the  liouse,  and  forcibly  took  possession  of  the 
secreted  funds,  whereupon  the  enraged  wife  and  proud 
woman,  helonging  to  one  of  the  first  families  of  the  country, 
unwijling  to  survive  the  disgrace  of  herself  and  husband, 
ran  to  the  center  of  Black  river  bridge,  near  at  hand,  leaped 
into  the  stream,  and  was  drowned. 

Serranus  Clinton  Hastings  was  born  Xovemher  '22,  1814, 
in  Jefferson  county,  Xew  York.  In  early  youth  he  passed 
six  years  in  study  at  Gouvereur  Academy,  and,  from  this 
time  to  manhood,  no  one  but  himself  can  appreciate  the  dif- 
ficulties, arising  from  poverty,  he  had  to  contend  with  in 
meeting  the  necessities  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  [prose- 
cuting his  studies.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  princi- 
pal of  the  Norwich  Academy,  in  Chenango  county,  Xew 
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Vork,  wIkm'C  lio  introduced  iIk;  1 1  Minill oh'kih  sv.-tein  of  in- 
striu-tioi)  in  tlic;  Ian<>Mii(!;'('s.  llic  analytical  system  of  matlic- 
malics,  and  ini[)roveinent^'  in  ollici-  iM-anclies  of  odiK-alion. 
After  one  year's  suceessful  ti.'acliinLi:,  lie  resiirned  tliis  posi- 
tion, and  eoinnien(*(;d  iIk-  study  of  law  with  ( .1iarl«-.^ 'J'liorp'-^ 
Esq.,  of  N'orwich.  ih  vv  lie  eonliimcd  liis  s1ndi<'>  hut  a  li:\v 
montlis,  and,  in  1834,  emiii-rated  to  Lawrenr-cliurii',  Indiana, 
wjiere  he  eompleted  Ijis  lou'al  course  with  I)aniel  S.  Majors, 
Esq.  Tie  did  not,  however,  (,'nter  at  once  upon  liis  profes- 
sional labors,  and  in  1830,  during  tlie  hitter  ])rcsidential 
contest,  we  find  liirn  editing,  in  the  interests  of  the  demo- 
cratic pJirty,  the  J/nlia/m  Sif/tial,  an  intiuential  journal,  whidi 
gave  spirited  and  etfective  sn]>})ort  to  Martin  Van  Ihiren^ 
His  editorial  career  of  six  months  closed  with  the  triumi)]i 
of  his  candidate;  and  he  then  parted  with  hi<  yonn^'er 
brother,  who  migrated  to  Texas,  enlisted  in  a  coTn])any  of 
which  he  afterwards  became  captain,  fought  four  years  on 
the  Texan  frontier  and  ^Mexican  ljor(kn-,  and  was  killed,  with 
nearly  all  his  command — victims  of  the  treachery  of  his 
Mexican  allies. 

Mr.  TIastings  resumed  his  journey  westward  in  Decem- 
ber, 1836,  and,  on  r'^aching  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  }ire:  ented 
himself  to  Judge  Porter,  of  the  circuit  court,  rmd  ahly  sus- 
tained the  test  of  a  severe  legal  examination  at  the^hands  (^f 
that  distinguished  jurist.  His  next  move  was  still  funhcr 
west,  until  he  reached  the  "  Blackhawk  Purchase"  (now 
the  state  of  Iowa),  and  arrived  at  Burlington,  in  Jai^uary, 
1837.  The  following  spring  he  took  up  his  aliode  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  where  has  since  sprung  up 
the  city  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  here  resolved  to  commence 
the  practice  of  the  profession  for  which  he  had  prep.ared 
himself,  having  first  been  examined  by  Judgi^  Irwin  and 
admitted  to  the  bar.  At  that  time  this  vast  stretch  of  coiin- 
try  was  attached  to  the  territory  of  AVisconsin  for  judicial 
purposes. 

Shortly  after  his  a<lmittance  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
commissioned  a  justice  of  the  })eace  by  Governor  Dodge,  of 
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WiH(•()ll^in,  witli  jiii'isdiction  cxtrMidiiiL';  ovi'V  {\\o.  coiinlj-v 
between  .nurlini;-t()ii  and  J)a\en]K)H,  ji  distance  of  ninety 
miles.  Tlie  westei'n  liniit  of  tliis  jnrisdietion  beini^  uneon- 
fined,  tlie  a]n])iti()iis  y(MinL;-  niai:;I.strale,  i'or  his  own  satislac- 
tion,  lixed  it  at  the  Pa(;iiie  Ocean  —  not  liavin^^  tli^-  fear  of 
Mexico  before  his  eyes.  The  (irst  and  oidy  case;  durinii;  his 
term  of  oiliee  was  a  criminal  eharo-e  aii;ainst  a  man  found 
guilty,  by  the  Justice,  of  stealing-  thirty  (hjHars  froin  a  citi- 
zen and  tliree  dollars  IVom  the  court.  Tlie  sentence,  <*ha)-- 
acteristic  of  the  early  and  summai'v  juris})rudence  of  the 
west,  was  tliat  tlie  prisoner  be  taken  to  an  adjacent  grove 
and  tied  to  an  oak  tree,  and  receive  u))on"  his  back  thirty 
lashes  for  the  money  stolen  from  the  citizen  and  three  lashes 
for  tbe  tliree  dollars  taken  Irom  the  court,  and  to  be  tlience 
conveyed  over  the  river  to  the  Illinois  shore,  and  banished 
from  the  territory  forever.  This  sentence  was  duly,  I'orm- 
all}^  and  thoroughly  executed,  in  the  presence  of  the  court 
and  all  the  people. 

On  June  12th,  1838,  Iowa  was  created  a  separate  terri- 
tory, and  rJudge  Hastings  soon  after  became  the  democratic 
candidate  of  his  district  for  the  first  legislature  to  assemble 
under  the  territorial  government.  To  this  position  he  was 
elected,  after  a  ver}'  spirited  contest;  and  from  time  to  time 
thereafter,  and  until  184(),  when  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the 
Union,  he  continued  in  public  life,  representing  his  con- 
stituents either  in  the  house  or  council.  During  one  of 
these  sessions  of  the  territorial  legislature,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  council,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
ofHce  with  marked  ability  and  dis}>atch.  At  another  ses- 
sion, Avhile  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  asso- 
ciated with  Hon.  James  Grimes,  since  JTnited  States 
senotor,  he  reported  from  the  committee  the  celebrated 
statute  known  in  Oregon  and  Iowa  for  many  yo:irs  as  the 
''Blue  Book,"  and  this  severe  and  comprehensive  task  was 
accomplished!  in  ninety  days,  the  limit  of  ;i  legislative  ses- 
sion. 

About  this  time  occurred  what  is  known  in  the  histt»r_v  of 
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Iowa  as  tli(^  "  Missouri  War,"  oriLiiuatinii;  in  iIk'  attoinjit  of 
the  Hlicrilf  ol'  Clark  coiinly,  M i--^oiii'i,  aii'l  olln-r  Mi— 
ofiiciaLs,  to  collect  taxos  within  tlic  irrritorial  limits  oi'  Iuwa. 
Governor  ]^oi!:g-s,  ol"  Missouri,  and  ( Jovcnior  Lucas,  of  Iowa, 
were  tlu'  acknowledo-ed  and  o])j)osinii- Icadci-s  of  the  "war;" 
and  so  i^^reat  was  the  e.xcitenient  at  that  time,  and  so  Ijittcr 
the  feelin<i;  eni^endered,  tliat  hloodshed  seemed  inevital)le. 
Judge  ] Fastings  took  an  active  ]»art  in  tlie  c(MiHict.    lie  h'ft 
Ims  seat  in  the  legislature  and  repaired  to  Muscatine,  where* 
he  assumed  command  of  the  "Museatuie  Dragoc^ns"  and 
three  companies  oJ'  ndlilia.    Without  tents  or  snllicient 
clothing,  with  no  arms  save  pistols  and  howie-knives,  no 
forage  for  his  animals,  and  hut  a  scantv  supply  of  food  for 
his  men,  he  led  his  forces,  in  the  mi<ldle  of  a  severe  and 
bleak  winter,  to  the  northern  houndarv  of  ^lissouri.  The 
result  of  tills  campaign  was  the  bloodless  but  glorious  cap- 
ture of  the  obnoxious  sheriff,  who  was  taken  in  triumpli 
back  to  tlie  outraged  soil  of  Iowa,  and  lodged  in  the  Musca- 
tine county  jail.    Before  Major  Hastings  could  again  cross 
the  Missouri  line,  where  the  Missouri  forces  were  arming 
and  preparing  to  meet  him,  tlie  difficulties  were  atljusted 
and  peace  fully  restored.    Shortly  after  tlie  termination  of 
this  serio-comic  campaign,  Major  Hastings  was  ap})ointed 
on  the  governor's  staff,  with  the  rank  of  major  of  ixiilitia. 

Early  in  184G,  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Iowa  assem- 
bled at  the  capital  and  accepted  the  boundaries  proposed  by 
congress  for  the  new  state.  Major  Hastings  was  unani- 
mously nominated  for  congress,  and  subsequently  elected 
by  the  people.  Iowa  being  admitted  into  the  Union  June 
28th,  184G,  he  took  his  seat  as  her  representative  in  the 
twenty-ninth  congress  in  December.  With  one  exception 
he  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  house — a  body  then  noted 
for  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  its  representatives.  John 
Quincy  Adams  had  not  then  l,»een  removed  from  the  theatre 
of  his  triumphs,  and  .\Ji£LlUuiii.Li-ucolii,  Stephen  A.  Douglass, 
Andrew  Johnson,  and  other  brighr  names  shone  on  the  roll 
of  members. 
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In  January,  1S48,  Majoi-  JIasiin<i:s  was  appointc*!  cliiof 
justice  of  lilt'  su])r('nu'  coui'l  of  Iowa,  wliicli  ])«>sition  lie  held 
a  little  over  a  year,  iininediati,'! y  Ix'Iuimj  he  eniif^rat(.-(l  to 
California.  lie  arrived  in  tliat  state  in  the  summer  of  184*J, 
and  settled  at  Benieia.  ]Je  was  soon  thereafk-r  unanimously 
elected,  by  the  K'o:islature,  chief  justice  of  the  supivnie  court, 
and  served  out  his  term  of  two  years  with  charactci-islic 
jil)ility,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

In  1851  dud^'e  Itastinii'S  received  the  democratic  nomina- 
tion for  attorney  general  of  California,  to  whicli  posiiion  he 
was  elected,  receiving-  the  highest  vote  cast  at  the  el(-'cii(jn, 
except  that  given  on  the  same  ticket  to  the  (-andidate  for 
state  treasurer.  This  vote  was  considered  highly  coinpli- 
mentary,  as  the  iield  was  occupied  solely  hy  his  eloipient 
whig  opponent,  who  thoroughly  canvassed  the  state. 

At  the  end  of  his  two  years  term  of  oflice  he  retired  from 
public  life,  and  has  not  since  been  before  the  people  as  a 
candidate,  ahliough  he  has  been  prominently  interested  in, 
and  identified  with,  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  ado])ted 
state. 

Judge  Hastings  was  the  guest  of  William  II.  Seward  in 
his  tour  of  observation  througli  Oregon,  AVasliimrton.  and 
Alaska,  in  the  summer  of  1869,  and  private  duties  interfered 
to  prevent  him  from  accompanying  the  distinguished  states- 
man in  his  journey  through  our  sister  repuldics.  On  the 
return  of  Governor  Seward,  in  the  summer  of  the  past  year 
(1870),  en  rouif  for  Japan  and  Cliina,  he  was  the  guest  of 
Judge  Hastings  for  about  ten  days,  at  his  residence  in  San 
Francisco.  The  entertainment  Avas  highly  pleasing  to  the 
governor  av.d  his  party,  and  he  often  speaks  of  the  hospital- 
ity of  his  friend  as  being  unsur})assed.''"'  Judge  Hastings 
claims  that  the  people  of  California  especially  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  AViliiam  It.  Seward,  and  cannot  do  him  too 
much  honor  —  to  say  nothing  of  the  respect  due  to  one 
rec^ognized  as  a  great  statesman  and  philosopher  by  all  civil- 
ized nations. 

The  judge  is  a  married  man,  and  has  seven  children  liv- 
14  ^ 
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in*!; — throe  -^oiis  iiiid  loiir  daiii'litn-s.  !Ii-is  (d'  an  :i<'tive, 
liei'N'OUs  teMiipd'aniont ,  i;' ■nial  inaiiU'  i's,  mkI  au-I'c.-:;!  ,!»•  jiix'ft- 
eiice;  is  tall  in  stature-,  (»!'  i»o\\(  !-|'iil  l)iiil(L  and  cN-idi-n f I y 
possesses  o-r(>al  physical  cndiirancc.  Aitimnn-ii  ready  and 
racy  dc'hatoi',  ho  lays  nu  claim  to  ort  foiy:  nor  is  h  -  ]»ar- 
ticndarly  achiptcd  to  the  Ic^'al  [)i-()t('ssit)ii,  liis  nature  r;'l>cHin<_^ 
Vig-ainst  tlic  restraint  of  jndieial  otlice,  no; wilhstandini^-  his 
legal  attainments  are  considerable,  and  his  ondin't  and  de- 
cisions, as  the  hi^'hest  jndieial  i'unclionury  of  two  slates^ 
have  been  generally  commended,  and  s'.'Idom,  il"  e\'ei',  '-(.n- 
demncd. 

ITe  is  a  good  Latin  scholai";  is  blessed  with  large  and  lib- 
eral views,  extended  iidbrnuition,  and  fine  conversationaJ 
powers,  infased  at  times  with  wit  and  humor.  Poiitics  and 
iinances  generally  engross  liis  thongbts;  still  he  is  addicted 
to  travel,  and,  since  he  lel't  pn])lic  office,  ttie  greater  part  of 
his  time  wdiich  could  bo  spared  from  the  pro[)er  superin- 
tendence of  his  childi'en's  education  and  tlie  management  of 
his  estates,  has  been  spent  in  extended  tra'/cls  in  this  coun- 
try and  Europe.  lie  frequently,  of  bite  yea.rs,  visits  the 
scenes  of  his  early  life  in  Iowa,  and  is  always  received  by 
the  old  settlers  of  that  country  with  demonstrations  of  })ieas- 
ure  characteristic  of  tlie  western  pioneer. 

While  wearing  the  honors  and  cares  of  ofiice.  ,whn-ling  in 
the  dizzy  round  of  political  agitation,  he  always  husbanded 
his  resources,  and  managed  his  private  business  with  con- 
summate wdsdom.  During  the  exciting,  prosperous  times 
when  the  state  of  California  v/a^s  in  its  intancy,  lie  wisely 
foresaw^  and  end) raced  the  oppornmity  of  h-ying  a  l)road 
and  solid  foundation  for  furure  weabh.  Indeed,  his  whole 
career,  whether  vioAvetl  from  a  poliricai  or  tinancial  stand- 
point, has  been  one  of  unbroken  success. 

As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  marvelous  devek^pment  of 
the  far  w^est,  he  is  to-day  witnessing  the-  fruits  of  liis  early 
labors,  and  those  of  his  co-workers  in  ;lie  groa.t  lield  v)f  mod- 
ern progress.  Scarcely  beyond  the  ]>rime  oi'  life,  he  can 
now  look  back  upon  a  past  w^'U  employed,  a  noble  work 
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accoin]>lisl)iMl,  and  enjoy  lliat  satisfaction  wliidi  cinariatew 
from  a  coiisciousiicss  (jf  success  tlic  more  ahiindanl  that,  in 
advancing!;  individual  prosperity,  it  lias  also  ('nliaiKM-d  jnih- 
lic  ii^ood. 

Tlio  lieart  oi*  sucli  a  man  cannot  l;i'o\\'  old,  nor  will  his 
memory  die. 


"SWINGIITCI  AEQUO  THE  CIUCLE." 


BY  K.  B.  UROFF,   M All KX(iO,  IOWA. 


APEKSOX  lost  on  the  prairies  is  very  a])t  to  "  swiiiiz; 
around  tlie  circle."  The  fact  has  often  heenobservcd, 
but  a  satisfactory  rertsou  (to  my  miud,  at  least)  lias  never 
been  assigned.  I  admit  that  when  a  man's  mind  becomes 
bewildered  or  confused,  he  is  not  as  apt  to  think  correctly 
as  in  his  calmer,  retlective  moments.  But  why  should  this 
be  a  reason  why  lie  should  go  irror/fi  sooner  than  when 
.Ihey  are  both  ecpially  the  subject  of  choice?  This  certainly 
is  a  curious  manifestation  of  mental  phenomena,  and  worthy 
of  a  more  thorough  investigation. 

I  remember  the  iirst  summer  I  was  in  iowa.  one  niglit 
after  1  had  gone  to  bed,  a  man  knocked  rather  violently  at 
my  door.  I  Jisked,  "Who  is  there  lie  answered 
promptly,  giving  his  name,  and  stating  that  he  wanted  to 
go  home  to  his  own  house.  After  a  lew  more  remarks,  I 
knew  the  man  by  his  voici',  and  arose  ruid  admitted  him  to  my 
log  tire.  He  soon  got  wai^n  and  felt  more  comf ^ii'table,  and 
then  commenced  telling  me  that  he  had  been  trying  to  iind 
his  house  for  a  long  time;  But  i  cannot  see  it,"  saud  he. 
"I  am  not  far  from  home,  am  I?"  lie  stood  about  six 
feet  in  his  boots,  ha.d  a  light,  greyi-h  beard,  and  large,  full, 
rolling  eye.  From  the  eyebro^\  s  to  the  summit  of  the  heaal 
there  was  a  gra<]e  oi'a.bout  tbrty-tive  degrees.    The  hair  had 
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dropped  oil"  ol' the  1()|>  ol"  his  licwd,  niid  lodL'<'d  iiroimd  lli<' 
l)i(se  of  (lie  tiL^litl y-s(i-otcli('d  skiii-co\  i  i-cd  ci-aniiiin.  hi.s 
coinitonjuico  u-Io\\'('d  with  cxcitcinont.  lie  was  sparr-  l)nilt, 
drosscul  in  liriscy-woolsov  shirt,  coNar  open,  waimis  tied  in 
front  with  a  knot,  and  his  undcrstandiniLi's  were  partially 
covered  willi  cowliido  booty. 

"AVliy,  nei^';hl)or,"  said  L,  ^'yon  arc  Avithin  hall"  a  mile  of 
liome." 

Is  tliat  so  ?  "  said  lie.  "Why,  Twill  o-,),"  slartin*,^  out 
of  the  lionse  in  a  linrried  manner,  "  but  yon  must  coine  and 
show  me  tlie  road. 

1  went,  and  not  only  [)la('ed  liim  on  the  road,  bnt  sIiowcmI 
liini  his  own  h<;'ht,  b]'iii^-litl\'  burning-  in  his  own  window. 
He  started  off  on  a  run,  he  was  so  desirous  to  get  home. 

I  returned  to  my  liouse,  eovered  up  the  tire,  unrlressed, 
and  retired  to  rest,  but  had  not  slept,  when  I  lieard  a  violent 
knoeking  at  tlie  (h)or.  I  arose,  nnloeked  the  door,  and  ad- 
mitted the  stranger,  when,  lo  and  beliold,  there  stood  the 
same,  identical  man.  I  stirred  u]*  the  tire,  and  he,  Avliilo 
warming  himself,  told  me  that  he  had  tried  liis  hc^f  to  go 
home,  but  couldn't  ijuite  eome  it.  I  got  against  a  fence, 
climbed  that,  got  iiito  a  tield,  got  out,  went  over  a  large 
piece  of  fresh  breadving,  ^^'ent  through  a  [)ieee  t)f  woods, 
crossed  a  creek,  and  this  is  the  same  house,  and  you  are  the 
same  man  I  was  with  some  time  ago.  This  is  the  i'ourth 
time  to-night  that  1  hiive  heen  around  on  tliis  rougli,  erooked, 
curions  road.'' 

Now  this  man  had  been  swinging  around  a  circle.  al)out 
three  miles  in  extent.  He  ha.<l  l)een  around  four  times, 
making  twelve  mik's  the  poor  man  had  travelled  t(.)  find  Ids 
honse.  After  he  w;is  sutlieituitly  v\'arm,  J.  went  with  him 
until  within  one  hundred  yards  of  his  house.  That  time  he 
readied  honie.  I  Avas  afra.id  to  let  him  go  alone,  for  fear  he 
might  perish  in  the  cold,  while  swinging  around  the  eirele 
the  fifth  time. 

I  remend)er  once  of  attempting  to  cr<.>ss  tlie  prairie  in  a 
dense  fog.    There  was  a  dim  road,  hut  as  the  tog  w  as  heavy 
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and  the  <iTass  tall  and  coarse,  1  .soon  \(><\  tin-  track.     1  had 
only  alK>nt  i'wv  miles  to  !4'o,  ])nt  \  went  foi'wa iwl 
mastci'ly  actixity  llinl  1.  lixc  lioiii-s  in  uiakinu-  tlial  dis- 

tanco.  Tlio  i-oad  i;"ol  phdncr,  and  1  (,'X|)v*ct cd  cvcyy  niniucul 
to  Gi;(*t  lionu^  —  the  road  v/v/.v  ^-cttiiiL;-  hcttei-,  I'ov  J  -nKnlr  if 
miiSi'Jf^  hy  swiiiginij:;  around  a  circle  about  one  milf  in 
diameter. 

Hunters  often  i^et  cooped  up  in  tlni  curves-  of  n\'ers. 
These  })eninsulas  are  often  very  mirrow  at  the  w-ck,  hut  ex- 
tend nniny  miles  in  tlie  circuit.  I'liey  are  ircMK'i'ally  tliit-lcly 
clothed  with  veii,'etatio]i,  and  decorated  \\'\\\\  a  \\'ildei"nes.s  of 
wild  vines.  (Jame  secri^ted  from  human  siu;!)!  a.monu'  the 
profusion  of  leaves,  prevents  tlie  hunter  iVom  ha.vinii;  a  dii'ect 
shot.  As  he  goes  around  the  verdant  walls,  while  nohr«'eze 
stirs  the  leaves  so  as  to  reveal  the  ohject  of  his  search,  his 
mind  hecomes  hewikhn-ed,  forg-ets  the  marks  In:  which  he 
entered  the  hend,  loses  his  reckoninii:,  and  commences  to 

SAving'  around  the  circle."  I  knew  a  man  that  went 
around  for  many  hours.  He  seemed  to  he  corn])letely 
fenced  in  hy  wattM*,  and  tliere  seemed  no  way  to  get  out. 
"And  yet,"  said  he,  ''I  was  walking  on  a  Avell  heaten  path, 
which  was  each  moment  hecoming  more  hr>)/hf.  At  one 
point  I  had  to  take  hold  of  a  hass-wood  limh  ^vith  my  rii^'ht 
hand,  while  I  carried  my  double-harreled  shot-gun  witli  my 
left,  to  prevent  my  stepping  too  close  to  the  sandy  bank  of 
the  river.  On  the  last  round  lohserved  the  mark  of  a  hoot 
heel  in  the  soft,  moist  eartli.  ]  then  thought  other  hunters 
were  in  the  bottom,  and  (k'cidod  to  call  to  theiu  for  aid.  I 
called,  aloud,  but  no  answer  came,  save  the  echo,  tla.-hed 
back  from  the  dista.nt  hills.  I  Avandered  ofi,  coming  to  the 
same  boot-mark  for  the  tittli  time.  I  took  otf  my  IxKor,  titre;! 
the  heel  to  the  im[)ression,  and  then,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  the  conviction  iiaslied  on  my  mind  that  I  was  making 
77i>/  0}(ii  p'ltli,  by  swinging  around  the  circle.  T  turned 
around,  took  the  range  of  the  sun's  slanting  beams,  Avalked 
briskly  forward,  crossed  the  neck  of  the  peninsula,  wa^  ^oon 
out  on  the  open  [u^airie,  and  was  never  again  fenced  up  in 
such  a  place  by  rolling  water." 


110  AjN'N.ALS  01    IOW  A.  [a»'1:11,, 

I  saw  n  Jiiiiii  in  Laiiciistcr  (-(nuity,  Pmiisvlvaiiia,  ofl'cr  lo 
bet  twoiity-tivo  (lolliirs  t|i;t!  lie  would  t;il>:e  any  iikiii  in:<>  a 
t\vcMity-fi\'o  acre  lifM,  lio  iiji  Ijis  oycs,  torn  liim  ilir"i-  tiiiK/.-; 
around  in  the  cont'T  ol'tlio  field,  and  then  it': lie  man  takifi;^ 
the  l)(^t  could  touch  tlic  Icncc  on  citlicr  .-id«-,  the  twcnty-fi vo 
dollars  were  his;  if  not,  he  was  to  forfeit  a!i  "'jual  sum.  I 
saw  a  mail  take  the  Ix't  on  the  above  eonditions.  T  went 
out,  with  a  number  of  <)lh''rs,to  see  the  cnri(;U:;  experiment. 
Tlie  man  was  l)liudfolded  near  the  center  of  thi- tield,  turned 
around  tbree  times,  and  tiien  started:  and  lie  did  not  <i;ot(  n 
steps  straiixlit  forward  until  he  commenced  leaniiiLC  to  the 
left,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  lie  made  a  e<)mplet(^  cii'cle. 
lie  went  round  and  round,  eacli  time  coiitractinii'  the  circle, 
imtil  he  came  near  tlie  i>o]nX  from  whicli  he  started.  Wo 
had  to  ]*oll  or  walk  out  of  the  way,  or  he  would  have 
tramped  upon  us.  After  nearly  twoliours'  l;d>or  he  irave  up 
the  bet,  deelarinp;  tliat  he  could  not  re;ieli  the  fence. 

I  liave  often  thought  if  I  liad  anotlier  such  an  o])j)ort unity, 
I  would  insist  on  the  subject  beini]:  left  alone  until  he  ca.me 
to  the  center  of  the  circle,  to  see  if  be  M'cnild  stand  still,  or 
commence  enlar<xin2:,  as  lie  had  contracted,  rlie  eircle  — 
what  phenomenon  mind  would  makt'  ihe  visible  b<>dy 
assume,  adter  itluid  ihiished  the  liusiness  of  swin^'i  1112;  around 
the  circle. 


EEOOLLEOTIOl^S  OF  THE  EAKLY  SETTLEMEI^T  OP  NOETH- 
WESTEEN  IO^.V  A. 

BY  N.   LEVKiaXG,        KENWOOD.  MO. 
(Continued  from  pairo  41.) 

I^s"  the  latter  part  of  Aui^ust,  18(31,  tlie  uauirds  au'ain  be- 
came eager  tor  the  war-path,  and  made  a  CL\iii]);Ui:"u  to 
Sioux  Falls,  returning  by  the  way  of  ^^pirit  Ladvo,  and  again 
we  w^ere  detailed  on  duty  at  home,  and  liad  ;o  forego  the 
pleasure  of  another  memorable  cam}):iign,  for  Avhich  the 
guards  were  somewhat  notorious  —  their  campaigns  resul:- 
\ng  in  but  little  pain  to  the  enemy. 
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Wo  w'vW  rciiiciiil)'  r  ilic  morni iiii;  uf  llicir  (Icpai  tiiiv-,  a>  w  *• 
stood  ill  cainp  on  llir  Mull"  in  Sioiix  ("ily,  and  \\:ilclnj<l 

tlioii"  military  cv  mid  i^'joid  di^|)lay  —  a  point  in  tao 

tics  in  wliit'li  our  laplain  was  not  (-asily  fxc-cllcd.  As  tliev 
tniMied  the  ]»oint  oI'iIr'  Mufl",  on  tlioir  way  out,  (jf  the  citv, 
witli  drawn  swords  i;'lraiiiini;-  in  the  -iiidjeams,  our  L'"allant 
captain  on  liis  (ici-y  war  steed,  that  prancc(l,  champed  his 
bit,  and  pa\ved  the  eai'th,  some  rods  in  I'ront,  as  if  easier  f()r 
tlic  l)attle,  oui"  cu])  of  admii'ation  w  as  lull,  and  our  mind  I'e- 
verted  to  the  fines, — 

"  did  you  never  Iruin, 

And  feel  that  swellinj^  of  the  heart  you  ne'er  can  feel  again." 

And  as  the  Sioux  City  lu'ass  band,  at  the  la.'ad  of  the  com- 
pany, pi|>ed  forth  svreet  strains  of  music,  we  were  forcibly 
reminded  of  tlie  lines  of  tlie  poet, — 

"Music  hath  charms  to  soothe  tlie  savage  hreast." 

This  was  a  strategic  movement  on  the  ])art  of  our  captain. 
As  ballets  luid  failed  to  su1)due  the  savai^'c,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  try  the  force  of  music.  It  was  evident,  from  the 
movx^ments  of  the  compimy,  tb.at  a  brilliant  c]iar<j,'e  v/as  to 
be  made.  We  watched  ihcir  movements  witli  interest,  ex- 
pecting to  see  tbe  charge  of  the  "  Light  Brigade"  eclipsed. 
Judge  Hubbard  stood  near  by,  observing  their  unjvements 
with  seemingly  much  pleasure,  when  our  generous  captain, 
in  a  di'i/ and  lu/sh/  voice,  cried  out,  "Jialtl  front  face  I"' 
The  order  w:is  obeyed  with  alacrity,  as  the  braves  evidently 
were  thrrsf •'//(/  for  a  glorious  charge  on  Seltzer's  brewery, 
before  which  they  were  now  drav.ui  up  in  line  of  battle, 
when  they  charged  u})on  sundry  glasses  of  lager.  After 
slacking  their  raging  thirst,  they  soon  disa[)[)eared  up  the 
valley  of  the  Floyd — thirscing  for  the  blood  of  their  ene- 
mies, iuid  each  man  feeling  as  though  he  could  ^^^]n\)  his 
weiidit  in  wild  cats.  When  tiie  judi'-e  witness;'d  the  eha]'u'e 
on  the  brewery,  iiis  countenance  changed  to  tluit  of  scorn, 
as  he  said,  Confound  them  l)v)ys;  this  method  of  tightmg 
Tndiatis  must  be  broken  up.'' 
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During-  tliis  iiicniorahK'  (;;iiii[»;iiL'ii ,  ;i  f.-w  cji^iialt ics  oc- 
curred to  tlic  c()iii[):iiiy,  some  oT  \\})i<-li  IVoiii  the 
warriiip;  elenieiits,  Ixil  none  IVom  tlic  w  arriii'j-  Indians.  One 
night,  \vliile  they  were  eiicainpcd  a  sh(Ml  di-lane(;  iVoni  a 
bridge  across  a.  small  sti-eam,  in  a  gi-ovr  ol' limhci-,  sitnatcd 
out  oil  the  prairie,  there  came  np  a  terril)le  w  ind-sl<»nn, 
which  caused  a  woiideriVd  connnotion  among  llie  trei'-tops, 
wrenching  tlie  lind)s  therefrom  and  scattering  them  hke 
straws  upon  tlie  ground,  many  talhug  in  the  eam[),  and 
some  large  liml)s  ])assing  (hrrctly  chrongh  some  of  tlie  tents 
where  the  soldiers  were  sleeping,  doing  no  sei-ious  dama  j-«.', 
however,  to  any  one,  save  Jimmy  J)ormi<ly,  a  son  of  I']rin, 
who  was  severely  injured  in  his  back  and  hip,  which  i.hiccd 
bun  on  the  sick  list  for  several  weeks  alter.  A\'hen  he  was 
struck,  his  voice  was  heard  above  the  howling  storm,  erv- 
ing,  "  0,  murther,  boys  I  am  kibed  I  Carry  me  to  the 
bridge;  I'll  be  safe  there."  The  st<n-m  soon  subsided,  when 
Jinnny  was  cared  for,  tents  straightened  up,  and  all  sought 
repose  again.  Indeed,  it  Wiis  a  miracle  that  more  were  not 
liurt. 

It  was  during  this  campaign  th;.it  J.  M.  White,  a  member 
of  the  company  and  a  practical  joker,  sought  to  test  the 
phick  of  the  compjuiy.  It  was  after  the  naoon  had  sunk  to, 
rest,  and  the  twinkling  stars  alone  shed  their  spark,  imd  all 
were  in  quiet  repose,  save  the  sentinels,  who  paeed  their 
weary  rounds,  ^vlien  AVhite  cjuietly  crept  our  by  the  guard 
unobserved,  to  whera  the  horses  were  feeding,  Avhere  he 
found  some  blocks  of  wood,  from  four  to  six  feet  in  length, 
which  ho  set  up  on  end;  then,  quickly  stealing  back  into 
camp,  he  ap})roach(?d  the  sentinel,  and,  in  a  low  voiee,  sa.id, 
"Do  you  see  those  Indians?"*  at  the  same  time  pointing  to 
the  blocks  that  he  hiid  set  up,  A\  hich  were  searcely  diseerni- 
bh';  'Mhey  are  after  our  horses."  Tlie  sentinel  stretched 
his  neck,  his  eyes  dilating  to  their  fullest  capacity,  until  they 
resembled  two  li'ied  eggs.  After  he  w:is  convinced  beyond 
a  doubt  that  he  could  see  Indians,  he  called  out,  in  a 
trembling  voice,     Who  com(\s  there  ?    Who  comes  there  ?  " 
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Gettin^z;  no  rcsjtoiise,  his  HiispicioiiH  were  now  I'nlly  '.-on- 
firniod,  and  Ik^  fired.  In  ainoirH>nt  all  was  alarni  ajid  con- 
8t(Tnalion  in  the  eanij).  Form  !  form!"  was  tlie  order 
from  the  ^'alhmt  captain.  His  Ijravcs  were  Boon  in  })attle 
array,  wlien  a  char<i;e  (not  so  disastrous  as  at  "  ]>alaklava  ") 
was  made  —  wlien,  lo!  it  was  not  Mr.  Lo,  hut  Mr.  Wood. 
White  hrouglit  up  the  rear  in  tliis  memorable  charge,  with 
^side-splitting  laugliter. 

John  Currier,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Sioux  City, 
and  one  of  tlie  leading  niemhers  of  the  bar  of  the  north- 
west, was  the  first  and  only  man  to  spill  American  blood 
during  tins  eveni  tul  campaign.  The  })remature  discharge 
of  his  navy  caused  him  a  severe  flesh  v/ound  in  the  thigh  (if 
I  mista.ke  not),  which  Avas  carefull}^  dressed  by  Lieutenant 
Dr.  Smith,  a  very  shillFul  surgeon,  wdio  acted  in  the  two- 
fold capacity  of  surgeon  and  lieutenant.  In  a  fe'W  days  the 
'squire  resumed  his  duty  in  the  ranks,  and  soon  after  he  was 
honora])ly  discharged,  when  lie  mounted  the  tripod  as  editor 
of  the  Sioux  Citij  jRegisier,  a  democratic  organ  which  had 
formerly  been  published  by  F.  M.  Zebaugh.  Mr.  C.  dis- 
played such  ability  as  an  editor  as  gave  him  a(klitional  no- 
jtoriety. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  guards,  an  order  was  received 
from  tlie  war  department  to  raise  a  company  of  cavalry  for 
the  frontier  service  in  nortlnvesterii  Iowa.  Active  steps 
were  at  once  taken,  and  in  a  few  days  the  company  was  full. 
Quite  a  number  of  the  guards  joined  it.  Governor  Ivirkwood 
having  issued  an  order  to  muster  out  tlie  guards  as  soon  as 
the  new  company  w^as  ready  to  be  mustered  in. 

J.  T.  Copelaii,  a  member  of  the  guards,  vrent  to  Spirit 
Lake,  in  Dickinson  county,  to  raise  some  recruits  for  the 
new  comj)any,  and  on  the  IStli  day  of  Se]>tember  started  for 
Sioux  City  with  thirtv-tive  recruits.  AVhen  about  midw  ay 
between  Spirit  Lake  and  Petiu'son,  in  Clay  county,  Copelan 
and  a  Mr.  Kingman  Avere  riding  some  distance  behind  the 
main  Ix^dy  (who  were  mostly  in  wagons,  there  not  being 
more  than  half  a  dozen  mounted  men  in  the  partv,  and  but 
15 
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about  tlii'oc  wlio  were  nrnied),  w  lii  n  tlu  y  observed  a  liorse- 
iniin  some  dif^taiiee  IVoiii  tlieiii,  on  the  [)raii*ie.  J\no\ving 
tliiit  tliero  Avas  no  settU'iiient  near,  and  Hn])))()sini:,  i'v()ni  the 
peculiar  ajipearanee  ot'tlie  person,  tliat  it  \\'as,  in  all  \>hA)Il- 
bility,  II  strai^^'ling  Indian,  they  at  once  determined  U)  ascer- 
tain. Tutting  spurs  to  their  horses,  they  were  soon  near 
enougli  to  confirm  tlieir  suspicions,  wlien  they  suddeidy 
found  themselves  surrounded,  or  nearly  so,  by  a  large  party 
of  Sioux  warriors,  who  seemiiigly,  like  Macbeth's  witches, 
sprang  up  out  of  the  earth,"  and  were  endeavoring  to  sur- 
round them  and  cut  off  their  retreat,  and,  ii'  pos.-ibk',  add 
two  more  scalps  to  their  trophies  of  war.  But  their  sup- 
posed victims  quickly  discerned  their  object,  and,  by  a  vig- 
orous application  of  the  spur,  amid  a  shower  of  bullets,  they 
made  a  safe  retreat,  but  not  without  first  emptying  their  re- 
volvers at  these  vile  miscreants  of  the  prairie.  They  fell 
back  toward  the  wagons,  returning  the  fire  of  the  savages 
the  best  they  could,  when  the  recruits  in  the  wagons  un- 
hitched their  horses,  and,  as  many  as  could  find  horses  to 
ride,  came  to  their  relief  with  sucli  weapons  as  they  were 
able  to  muster.  The  Indians,  seeing  the  reinforcuments, 
began  to  retreat.  Copelan  and  Kingman  now  assumed  the 
offensive,  and,  with  their  Ught  caralry,  gave  liot  chase  to  the 
enemy,  who  were  now  making  a  precipit^ate ,  retreat." 
During  the  fight  an  Indian  whom  Copelan  supposed,  from 
his  dress  and  general  ap})earance,  to  be  a  chief,  detached 
himself  from  the  main  body  and  retreated  in  a  ditfurent 
direction.  Mr.  C.  singled  him  out  and  gave  chase.  He 
was  mounted  on  his  favorite,  large,  bay  horse,  "  Aleck,"  as 
fine  an  animal  as  there  was  in  northwestern  Iowa.  "  Aleck  " 
was  too  fleet  for  the  Indian  pony  —  every  leap  he  made 
brought  his  brave  rider  nearer  the  enemy.  The  Indian 
passed  over  a  bluff  out  of  sight,  and  as  Co]>elan  reached  the 
top  of  the  bluff  he  diseovered  the  Indian  sitting  u]K,)n  his 
horse,  facing  him,  with  his  gun  leveled,  taking  aim,  and 
awaiting  his  arrival.  Our  hero  at  a  glance  discovered  the 
dilemma  in  which  he  was  so  unexpectedly  placed,  and 
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divininii;  the  Indian's  intent,  he  tlircw  liiinself  rorwind  on 
"  Akn^k'R  "  neck,  who  liad  not  yet  slaelced  hi.s  pace,  when 
the  enemy's  hall  wliistled  harinlessly  hy.  Copelan  returned 
the  fire  with  his  revolver,  Init  wnthouf.  efl'ect.  The  chase 
was  kept  up  for  several  miles,  with  occasional  exchange  of 
shots,  when,  chie%  for  want  of  ammunition,  the  pursuit 
was  ahandoned. 

On  theh*  arrival  at  Sioux  City,  the  canards  were  disbanded. 
They  now  were,  like  the  army  of  Alexander  or  the  guards 
ofXapoleon,  numbered  among  the  things  that  once  were. 
Their  many  memorable  campaigns,  strategic  movements, 
and  brilliant  charges  on  Seltzer's  brewery,  gave  them  a  no- 
toriety and  fame  that  thirsty  heroes  might  well  envy.  Xo 
more  was  to  be  heard  the  clarion  voice  of  our  gallant  ca[)tain, 
ringing  forth  those  beautiful  w^ords  that  charr/ed  to  the  bot- 
tom of  every  soldier's  heart — '"Gentlemen,  officers,  and 
fellow-soldiers  :  I  am  proud  to  command  such  a  company;  " 
but  this  beautiful  sentiment  shall  have  an  abiding  place  in 
the  secret  chambers  of  our  heart  until  it  shall  cease  to  beat. 
In  closing  this  brief  sketch  of  the  gallant  guards,  I  will  say, 
in  all  candor  and  justice  to  officers  and  soldiers,  not  a  man 
of  them  ever  faltered  when  duty  called,  and,  so  far  as  their 
courage  was  tested,  they  proved  themselves  as  brave  as 
Spartans. 

The  new  company  now  organized  by  the  election  of  the 
following  oihcers :  A.  J.  Millard,  captain;  J.  A.  Sayers, 
first  lieutenant ;  J.  T.  Copelan,  second  lieutenant ;  S.  H. 
Cassady,  orderly  sergeant.  They  were  soon  mustered  in 
and  installed  as  "  Uncle  Samuel's  boys,"  and  were  desig- 
nated as  the  "Sioux  City  Cavalry,"  with  headquarters  at 
Sioux  City.  The  company  was  stationed  in  squads,  at  dif- 
ferent points —  Sioux  City,  Cherokee,  Peterson,  and  Spirit 
Lake  being  the  principal  places  —  for  the  protection  of  the 
settlers,  who  had  been  much  annoyed  by  the  depredations 
of  the  In<lians. 

This  additional  guarantee  of  safety  seemed  to  infuse  new 
life  into  our  frontier,  and  progress  again  resumed  her  onward 
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march.  At  tlie  October  election  ofttii.-,  vnr  (  ISfilj,  J.  J'cn- 
dletoii  (hcretolbre  spoken  of)  wns  elected  to  tlj(;  le^ishilure 
by  a  liandsoiiie  inajorit.y;  N.  Jjcvering  was,  without  ojfposi- 
tion,  elected  county  judf:;c  of  Woodljury  county,  to  .succeed 
J.  V.  Allison;  T.  J.  Stone,  treasurei-  and  recorder,  as  suc- 
cessor of  C.  E.  lledi]^e ;  J.  i^T.  Field,  clei'k  of  the  coiii't,  as 
successor  of  C.  13.  Jtustin;  and  F.  J.  Land)ert,  sljeriil',  as 
successor  of  CJ.  L.  Tacket.  The  election  over,  excitei!i<  nt 
subsided,  peace  and  quiet  reigned  until  the  followinic  ^j)rinL':, 
when  Mr.  Lo  again  resumed  the  war  path,  iind,  desjiite  ihe 
vigilance  of  the  Sioux  City  Cavalry,  lie  would  occasionally 
steal  in  and  commit  some  depredations. 

It  was  durins:  this  summer  that  the  Sioux  attacked  some 
settlers  on  James  river,  in  Dakota  territory.  The  ahirm 
spread  as  if  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  swelling  in  ati-ocity 
as  it  Avent.  Some  of  the  timid  settlers,  not  waiting  to  inves- 
tigate the  extent  of  the  depredations,  moujited  their  liorses 
and  fled  —  some  to  Yankton  and  some  to  Sioux  City  — 
spreading  alarm  and  consternation  among  the  people  on 
their  way,  by  reporting  a  large  body  of  Indians  advancing 
upon  them,  and  laying  wTiste  all  before  them.  This  created 
such  alarm  that  many  made  a  precipitate  ilight,  leaving  all 
behind,  and  thinking  only  of  dear  life.  Some  ladies  kaped 
from  their  beds,  and,  A\nthout  stopping  to  dress,  rushed  out 
in  their  night  clothes  to  the  open  |>rairie,  where  they  wan- 
dered for  a  day  or  two,  without  food  or  slielter,  before  they 
found  their  way  to  a  settlement.  The  greatest  consterna- 
tion prevailed.  Those  who  tied  to  Yankton  hastily  en- 
trenched themselves  by  tlirovring  u}*  temporary  breast- 
works and  making  such  otlier  means  of  defence  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  Many  fled  to  Sioux  Cit}',  aiid  some, 
not  deeming  it  safe  to  stop  there,  went  on  eastward,  and 
perhaps  are  yet  running. 

The  excitement  in  Sioux  City  ran  high.  ?»Iany  of  the 
citizens  packed  their  trunks,  and  Avere  ready  lo  leave  at  one 
side  of  the  city  as  the  Indians  shouhl  ent  -'r  the  other.  The 
greatest  confusion  prevailed,  and  a  generid  stampede  seemed 
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inevitable.  On  Saturdny  :l  iiic(liiio-  oi'  <-itiz''iis  wa.s 
culled  lit  C/assady's  hall,  for  the  jjurjxjsc;  of  devising  ways 
and  means  for  tlie  i»rotc  ction  of  the  city  a;^ainst  the  invading 
foe,  who  were  hourly  expected  hy  many.  The  iiall  was 
crowded  to  overllowing.  Judge  P.  liliss,  ol"  the  United 
States  Court  of  Dakota  territory,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  other  necessary  ofhcers  were  chosen.  Various  plans 
and  suggestions  wei'e  diseus.-ed  for  the  j)j-eservatio'n  oi'  the 
citizens  and  safety  of  the  town.  One  suggested  tliat  a  huge 
raft  he  constructed,  on  wliicli  should  be  ]»laced  tlie  women 
and  children  and  sent  down  tlie  river,  and  the  men  remain 
and  fight  it  out ;  another  proposed  tliat  a  block  house  be 
built  on  the  top  of  Prospect  Hill  and  one  on  the  point  of  the 
bluff  in  East  Sioux  City,  while  some  were  ibr  throwing  up 
breast-works  around  the  city,  and  others  were  ibr  erecting 
a  fort.  Such  was  the  confusion  of  ideas  and  notions,  that 
one  was  reminded  of  the  building  of  the  tower  of  Babel.  It 
was  finally  decided  to  appoint  a  committee,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  devise  some  means  of  defence  and  take  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  same.  AVe  do  not  now  remend)er 
the  names  of  but  two  of  that  committee  —  Dr.  W.  li.  Smith 
and  X.  C.  Hudson.  They  met,  canvassed  the  grave  situa- 
tion hastily,  not  having  much  time  to  digest  plans  amid  the 
whirl  of  t'xcitement,  and  they  decided  to  erect  a  fort.  The 
site  selected  was,  as  near  as  I  can  now  remember,  at  the 
corner  of  Third  and  Nebraska  streets,  near  the  river.  About 
three  acres  was  to  be  inclosed  by  a  ditch  four  feet  wide  at 
the  top,  two  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  four  feet  deep,  and  on  the 
embankment  thrown  up  was  to  ])e  placed  posts  eight  feet 
long  and  eight  inches  wide,  and  boarded  up  on  each  side 
with  inch  boards,  and  tilied  between  with  dirt,  l.^eat  down 
firmly.  Block  houses  were  to  be  built  at  the  corners,  so  as 
to  rake  the  ditches.  This  was  the  plan  agreed  upon,  and 
every  able-bodied  man  in  the  city  was  notitied  to  be  on  the 
ground  next  morning  SSabl)atli),  armed  witli  the  neeessary 
tools  to  complete  the  work.  Sun<lay  morning  eame,  and 
with  it  came  the  citizens,  armed  witli  all  the  recpaisite  tools, 
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fihovols,  Hpades,  axes,  Sec.  A  certain  nnnilxT  of  feet  were 
assigned  to  eaeli  man  to  dig.  Spad<'s  and  sliovols  were 
plied  freely  to  the  Losom  of  Motlier  Earth,  and  an  embank- 
ment began  to  loom  up,  wliile  the  block  houses  soon  tow- 
ered up,  as  if  to  bid  deiiance  to  an  invading  foe.  The  (;ity 
fathers  assembled  early  on  Sunday  morning  for  deliberation, 
and  voted  an  appropriation  of  .^800  for  the  defence  of  the 
cit^\  All  worked  with  a  will;  jokt-s  were  freely  cracked  as 
the  work  went  l)ravely  on.  A  wag  suggested  that  a  ditcli 
be  extended  to  the  river  and  let  in  the  water  around  the 
fort,  and  then  place  on  it  a  line  of  gunboats.  The  men 
worked  bravely  on  that  day;  the  next  day  the  interest  in 
the  work  of  defence  had  very  much  abated,  there  being  but 
few  laborers;  and  on  the  third  day  tliere  was  an  entire 
abatement,  no  one  putting  in  an  appearance,  and  the  work 
not  more  than  half  completed  —  showing  that  another  stam- 
pede was  necessary  to  complete  it. 

Mr.  Lo  did  not  call  around  for  our  scalps,  and  the  frown- 
ing walls  of  our  fort  stood  there,  a  monument  of  a  big  scare. 
The  writer  of  this  sketch  afterwards  sold  out  the  fort,  by 
order  of  the  city  counciL 

It  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  alarm  was  false,  and  the 
settlers  began  to  return  and  resume  their  occupations.  In 
November  of  that  year  (1862)  Governor  Kirkwood  ordered 
a  border  brigade  to  be  raised,  consisting  of  two  or  more 
companies,  two  of  which  were  to  be  stationed  at  Gorrection- 
ville,  on  the  Little  Sioux  river,  and  at  Estherville.  on  the 
Des  Moines  river.  J.  M.  White,  of  tlie  ''Frontier  Guard" 
notoriety,  at  once  raised  a  company  in  ^Voodbury  and  Mo- 
nona counties,  of  which  he  was  chosen  captain :  C.  B.  Rustin, 
first  lieutenant;  — .Atkins  (of  Monona  county),  second  lieu- 
tenant; and  Dr.  Griffin,  orderly  sergeant.  A  Capt.  Ingram 
(if  I  mistake  not),  of  Polk  county,  raised  a  company.  Inger- 
soll,  of  Des  Moines,  was  appointed  colonel  by  the  governor, 
and  Lieut.  J.  ^I.  Sawyers,  of  the  Sioux  City  Cavalry,  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  who  took  command  of  what  was  designated 
as  the  "Northern  Border  Brigade."    Capt.  ^Vllite  was  sta- 
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iioiied  wWh  lioa(l(|iKirters  iit  Correction vi lie,  wlicre  ii  fort 
\Vii8  built  iiiul  called  l^'ort,  AN^liito,  in  honor  of" the  eoninian(h;r. 
Cupt.  Wliito  liad  eoinniand  of  the  posts  at  Ch<;j-ok(-(;,  in 
Cherokee  county,  and  Peterson,  in  Chiy  county,  at  wliich 
points  block  bouses  were  buih.  Capt.  Ingram  was  stationed 
witli  lieiidquarters  at  Kstberville,  wliere  a  very  neat  and 
Bubstantial  ibrt  was  built.  He  connmanded  the  j)ost  at 
Sjnrit  Lake,  where  a  portion  of  his  comj)any  was  stationed, 
occu])ying"  the  two-story  brick  court  house,  which  was  sur- 
rounded with  ])ickets,  as  their  quarters,  and  which  liad  been 
built  by  tlie  Sioux  City  Cavahy,  prior  to  the  or<^anization  of 
the  Border  Brigade. 

In  September  of  tliis  year  the  writer  of  this  sketch  was 
commissioned,  by  Governor  Kirkwood,  a  commissioner  to 
take  the  vote  of  all  the  troops  in  Xorthwestern  Iowa  at  tlie 
October  election.  I  Avill  here  relate  a  little  incident  that  oc- 
curred while  visiting  the  diiierent  posts  in  the  line  of  our 
duty.  I  liad  not  proceeded  for  on  my  way  when  I  was  o\'er- 
hauled  by  the  mail  carrier  from  Sioux  City  to  S[)irit  Lake, 
on  his  way  to  the  latter  place  with  the  L'nited  States  mail. 

"Hello!"  he  said,  as  he  drove  up;  "where  are  you 
going?" 

"  To  Spirit  Lake  and  nitermediate  points,"  I  re})lied. 

"  Good,"  said  he.  "  I  would  like  your  company,  as  it  is 
long  and  lonely  road;  and,  besides,  there  is  danger  of  them 
cussed  Indians  taking  a  fellow's  scalp,"  he  added. 

"  All  right,"  I  said;  "  I'll  accompany  you." 

He  was  a  jolly  old  tar,  who  had  for  many  long  years  been 
tossed  on  the  high  seas,  and  whose  blooming  proboscis  indi- 
cated that  much  of  tlie  "  critter"  had  been  tossed  beneath 
it.    I  observed  a  ten-gallon  keg  in  his  buggy. 

"  What  is  that  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  The  devil  caged,"  he  answered. 

"Correct;  but  look  out  that  he  doesn't  give  you  the  slip 
before  you  get  through,"  I  added. 

"You  see,"  said  he,  "there  is  to  be  an  election  at  tiie 
Lake  in  a  few  days,  and  old  Thomas,  the  landlord  there, 
wants  this  whisky  for  the  occasion." 
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As  wc  won^  tlius  tiilkiii;/-,  A.  Pwiiki  :iim1  oiio  ort\'.'o  others, 
inenilx'i's  oCiIk;  Sioux  ('ity  Cavalry,  (li'o\'e  u]).  'I'li^-jy  were 
on  tliuir  way  to  J/uler.soii  with  a  mule  team,  loaded  witli 
rations  for  tliat  post. 

Old.  Tar  now  [)uik'd  uj),  and  drew  out  a  two-ii:aIIon 
from  under  his  l)ti<i;gy  seat  and  dexterously  broui^ht  the 
mouth  of  the  juu:  in  contact  with  his  owii ;  after  wliieh  he 
passed  it  to  Paine,  sayin<:i:,  Here,  hoys,  take  a.  snort." 
They  all  "snorted,"  soon  after  which  they  became  very 
communicati\'e,  and  evinced  much  lriendshi]»  lor  Old  Tar. 
We  bad  not  gone  far  wlien  Paine  said :  — 

Old  Tar,  s'pose  you  put  your  keg  in  my  wagon,  and  I 
will  get  in  and  ride  witli  you." 

"All  riglit,"  said  Old  Tar. 

After  tlie  excbange,  a  hvely  drive  was  made,  and  we  ar- 
rived at  Clierokee  just  at  niglit,  v/here  we  stopped  ior  sup- 
per. Supper  over,  I  admonislied  Old  Tar,  who  was  now 
about  "  tliree  sbeets  in  tlie  wind,"  tbat  we  should  be  otf. 

"  Come,  boys,  let's  spread  sail  and  scud  out,"  said  Old 
Tar. 

Paine  and  bis  comrades,  wlio  were  by  this  time  feeling 
over  joyful,  said:  — 

"Drive  on,  old  cuss;  we'll  come  wben  we  are  ready." 

Leaving  tbe  boys  in  tbeir  revelry,  we  drove  on.  AYe  had 
gone  two  or  tbree  miles,  wben  Old  Tar  began  to  think  of 
bis  wbisky  tbat  be  bad  left  behind,  and  stopped  to  listen  for 
tbeir  coming.  Again  be  started  and  again  be  stopped,  de- 
claring tbat  be  would  go  no  farther  until  tbey  came  up. 
After  waitino-  some  minutes,  we  beard  tbe  rattle  of  the 
wagon  and  tbe  Baccbanaliaai  sliouts  and  songs  of  tbe  boys 
rolling  out  across  tbe  broad  prairie.  On  tbey  came,  under 
tbe  whip  and  on  the  jump.  As  tbey  came  up,  Old  Tar 
bailed  them,  ]>ut  it  was  of  no  use.  On  tbey  tiew,  making 
tbe  prairie  ring  with  tbeir  songs.  Old  Tar  jumped  into  bis 
buggy  and  follovred  as  fast  as  bis  bony  horse  could  carry 
bim,  but  it  was  of  no  use,  for  be  vras  soon  left  to  snuff  bis 
rot-gut  afar  olf.    AVe  arri\'ed  at  ]^eterson  about  twelve 
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o'clock  lliat  iiii^-lit.  Old  'J'ar  droxc  up  fo  J'ninc's  wji^r(<ii, 
wliicli  stood  n  sliort  disliuicc  from  the  soldi(,'r.s' (juai-tcTK.  and 
made  ?i  hasty  Hcarcli  for  his  keg,  which  was  nowhei-e  to  ho 
i'oiind.  J'aine  (who  hud  Just  i-eceiwd  a  kick  on  Ids  leg  hy  ii 
nude,  whicli  disabled  him  and  i)lace(l  hiin  on  the  sick  li.st 
ioi'  several  weeks)  came  holjhliiig  h\'. 

Wliei'e  is  my  wlnsky?"  sliouted  Old  Tar  in  an  excited 
inaniior, 

''  J  don't  know,"  said  Paine,  '-you  see,"  lie  a(Med,  ''as 
we  came  down  tlie  bluff  on  t'otlier  side  of  tlie  river,  the 
mules  got  to  kicking  like  the  d — 1,  and  T  s'})0se  it  must  have 
rolled  out,  as  I  could  not  hold  them." 

Off  ran  Old  Tar  to  the  barracks,  with  his  suspicions  now 
doubly  aroused,  lie  made  a  hurried  and  eager  search,  in- 
quiring of  what  lew  soldiers  were  yet  up,  but  without  suc- 
cess, lie  finally  bethought  himself  of  the  two-gallon  jug  in 
his  buggy,  and  rushed  back  like  a  quarter-house,  and  found 
that  his  jug  had  followed  the  keg.  This  was  more  than  his 
poor,  whisky-scorched  soul  could  stand.  A  terrible  drouth 
was  now  inevitable,  and  he  groaned  in  the  .yrh'its,  he  raved, 
lie  cursed,  he  swore,  until  a  late  hour  in  the  morning,  when 
he  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  Morpheus,  and  retired  to  his 
dreamy  couch. 

At  tlie  peep  of  day  lie  was  up  and  renewed  his  search, 
with  no  better  success,  and  without  awakening  the  sympathy 
of  any  one  in  his  behalf  I  mounted  my  horse  and  rode  on, 
leaving  Old  Ta.r  making  a  vigorous  search  for  his  lost  spirits. 
I  had  gone  about  two  miles,  when  I  heard  some  one  calling 
out  "  Stop !  stop !  "  On  looking  around,  I  saw  Old  Tar 
coming  as  if  his  Satanic  majesty  was  driving  him.  I  halted, 
when  he  came  up,  plying  the  gad  vigorcHisly  to  the  bony 
frame  of  his  horse.  In  an  excited  manner,  and  with  eyes 
protruding  like  two  knots  on  a  log,  he  said:  — 

found  my  whisky — them  cusses  stole  it!    You  see." 
he  c(mtinued,  ''just  as  I  was  starting,  they  imdted  me  to 
drink  with  them,  and,  as  J  was  as  dry  as  a  mackerel,  I 
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couldn't  refuse;  and  Just  jis  soon  Jis  L  tasted  it  I  know  it  wa.s 
niy  NN'liisky." 

1  could  not  express  any  sympathy  for  liini,  as  f  n(;\'^'i-  liad 
any  for  tlie  tratHc. 

(^n  niv  return,  tlie  boys  at  Petei-son  wei'e  v('vy  coniniui  i- 
cative  u})0n  the  sul)jeet,  and  wislied  to  know  wlien  Old  'J'ar 
would  pass  that  way  ai;-ain  witli  ]i([Uor,  as  they  were  i^ottini!,- 
dry  a<;'ain.  'I'hey  had  secreted  the  whisky  in  a  patch  of 
weeds  near  the  barracks,  and  when  Old  Tar  liad  retired  to 
rest  tbey  brougdit  it  into  camp  and  apportioned  it  out  — 
filling  eacb  man's  canteen,  and  llien  hid  the  keg  and  jug  in 
a  manger  of  one  of  tbeir  stables,  covering  it  over  with  hay. 
This  was  tlie  last  time  tliat  any  one  attempted  to  carry  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  quantity  along  that  line  of  military 
posts  wbile  soldiers  were  stationed  there. 

[to  be  CONTINrED.] 


THE  riEST  DEMOOKATIO  LEGISLATIVE  CAUCUS  IN  THE 
STATE  or  IOWA. 


BY  LYSANDER  ^V.   BABBITT,  COUXCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA. 


(Continued  froiu  page  TioO,  Vol.  IX.) 

Wednesday  Evexixg,  December  6tli,  1848. 

CAUCUS  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  —  Mr.  Corse  in 
the  chair,  and  L.  W.  Babbitt  secretary. 
The  roll  being  called,  all  the  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

Mr.  Bradley  moved  that  an  informal  ballot  be  taken  for 
candi'.iates  for  supreme  Judges,  and  that  the  person  lun'ing 
the  highest  number  of  votes  and  l)cing  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast,  be  the  candidate  for  chief  justici'. 

Mr.  Harbor  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  atrer  the 
word  "judges."  Which  motion  was  lost,  and  the  originid 
motion  was  agn^ed  to. 
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Ml',  l^i'adlcv  then  moved  thai  the  (.•jiikmih  take  a  recess  of* 
ten  miimU's,  for  elect ionoerinii;  ])ui'j>o>es.    Agreed  to. 

It  was  durint;'  tliis  recess  tliat  thi-  \\  riter  liej-eof,  liaving 
satisfied  liiiuseli'  that  tlie  lion.  J()>e])li  William^  had  only 
fourteen  votes  in  the  caucus  that  couhl  he  i-elied  ujion,  sui^- 
ji^ested  to  se\'(!ral  nieniLers  the  propriety  of  ^iviiii!"  Williams 
a  compliinentary  vote  on  the  first  and  iulormal  led  lot. 

The  rec(^ss  havini;'  expired,  the  chairman  calU'djhc  cau- 
cus to  order,  and  the  caucus  proceeded  to  l>allot  for  candi- 
dates for  supreme  Judu;es  —  Messrs.  Ilarhoi-  and  lW'adlc\- 
acting  as  tellers  —  with  the  followiiiLC  result :  — 

Joseph  Williams  -28 

George  (h'een  16 

John  F.  Kinney  15 

S.  C.  Hastings  11 

J.  C.  Hall...';  ,   9 

el.  C.  Ivnapp   6 

Thomas  Wilson   6 

Enoch  ^Y.  Eastman   6 

Ed.  Johnston   5 

Curtis  Bates   5 

Wniliam  Thompson   4 

Step]] en  Tlem})stead   4 

Philip  Bradley   4 

The  result  of  the  Ijalloting  heing  announced  hy  the  chair, 
L.  AY.  Bahhitt  arose  and  said:  "  Mr.  Chairman  —  The  Hon. 
Joseph  Williams  having  rei^eived  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  in  this  convention — twenty  votes  being  necessary  to 
secure  a  nomination  —  I  move  that  the  lion.  Joseph  W^il- 
liams  be  declared  the  unanimous  nominee  of  this  conven- 
tion for  the  ofhce  of  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court.'' 
Which  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Harbor  moved  that  the  caucus  take  anotiier  recess 
often  minutes;  which  motion  prevaile(L 

It  was  during  this  recess  that  Mr.  Harbor,  who  had  given 
W^illiams  a  complimentary  vote,  came  to  me  and  said: 
G — dd — n  your  complimentary  vote:  it  nominated  the 
old  tiddler." 
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The  cjiiu-us  was  airaiu  called  to  order  l>v  tlie  <•} 


jai  I'lnaii, 


and,  Mr.  Hall's  iiaiiie  being  witlidrawn,  a  seeond  balN^r  was 

had,  with  the  followinii;  result  :  — 

George  Greene  25 

Jolin  F.  Kinney  18 

8.  C.  Hastings  10 

Curtis  Bates   .......  5 

Enoch  W.  Eastman   4 

Thomas  Wilson   4 

J.  C.  Knapp   2 

Ed.  Jolmston     2 

The  result  being  declared,  Mr.  Jiradley  moved  that  the 

nomination  of  Mr.  Greene  be  made  unanimous;  wliich  was 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grilfith  moved  that  the  caucus  proceed  to  ballot  for 
a  third  candidate  tor  supreme  judge ;  wliieh  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  ballot  was  had,  with  the  result  Ibllowing:  — 

John  F.  Kinney  19 

S.  C.  Hastings  16 

Curtis  Bates   3 

The  result  being  declared,  and  there  being  no  choice,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McFarland,  a  fourth  ballot  was  had,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

John  F.  Kinney  22 

S.  C.  Hastings.*^.  16 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mahony,  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Kinney 
was  made  unanimous,  and,  there  being  no  further  business, 
the  caucus  adjourned. 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1848,  the  nominees  of  this 
democratic  cauces  were  elected,  in  joint  convention  of  the 
two  houses,  to  the  oifices  for  which  tliey  were  nominated 
—  Messrs.  Dodge  aTid  Jones  receiving  thirty-eight  votes 
each,  and  Messrs.  Wm.  11.  AVallace  and  Ralph  P.  Lowe 
nineteen  votes  each.  Those  who  voted  fm-  Augustus  C. 
Dodge  and  George  W.  Jones  were:  — 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Alii-er,  Babbitt,  Baker,  Betts,  Bon- 
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ham,  nradlcy,  (.^asiidy,  ('olllns,  Corse,  Ci-;i\\tord,  Davi'l^on, 
Ehner,  Kspy,  Evans,  Kear,  I'Miiit,  Cilloi-d,  (Irillilli, 
80n,  llaibor,  Howell,  Jacobs,  J.ai»<;toii,  Maliony,  Mci-'ai  laiid, 
Morton  Ponny,  Reed,  Ril^^-s,  Koyston,  Sales,  Sar^-oiit, 
Shields,  Walker,  AVeyand,  Wood,  and  Mr.  President,  J.  .1. 
Sehnan  —  08. 

Those  i^'entUMncn  who  voted  for  Williani  II.  W^dlace  and 
Eal])h  ]\  Lowe  were:  — 

Messrs.  Allison,  l)onrne,  Browning,  i^nrronghs,  Cook, 
Goodrell,  Jay,  MeCrai-y,  MeAfanaman,  Sanfbrd,  Spring'T. 
S|)rott,  Stevenson,  Tininions,  'Jlionipson,  Wlunder.  Williams, 
Woodw-M-th,  and  AVriglit  — 19. 

The  denioeratie  nominees  for  judges,  Messrs.  AVilliams, 
Greene,  and  Kinney,  were  elected  over  their  v/hig  o])po- 
nents,  Messrs.  Whitcher,  Howell,  and  Davis,  by  the  same 
vote  that  the  senators  received,  with  this  exception:  Mr. 
Sprott  voted  for  tlie  democratic  candichites,  giving  them 
thirty-nine  votes  to  eighteen  votes  for  their  whig  oppo- 
nents. 

This,  Mr.  Editor,  comprises  all,  perhaps,  that  is  interest- 
ing in  rehition  to  the  first  democratic  legislative  c-aucus  in 
Iowa,  at  which  senators  and  judges  of  tlie  su])reme  c(Mirt 
were  nominated,  a!id  afterwards  elected,  in  joint  conv(Mition 
of  tlie  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  interesting  to  some,  as  giving  some  idea  of  thi^ 
charactci  of  the  men  elected  and  of  the  custom  that  then 
prevailed  upon  such  occasions,  to  give  a  description  of  tlie 
manner  the  friends  of  the  nominees  of  the  senators  were 
treated  the  evening  after  their  nomination. 

As  soon  as  the  caucus  adjourned,  after  the  nomination  of 
senators.  General  dones,  who  was  present,  in  his  usual  im- 
pulsive and  generous  manner,  cried  out,  ''Come,  boys  — 
friends,  (Everybody  —  let's  go  and  have  some  refreshments."' 
By  the  time  I  had  my  minutes  of  the  proceedings  closed  and 
in  my  })ocket,  T  was  left  alone,  for  the  members  and  the 
crowd  had  all  either  retired  to  their  homes  and  boarding 
lionses,  or  had  followed  General  Jones  to  tiie  refreshment 
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estahlisliiiH'iit.  Px'ini!,'  of  tli(;  iclrij.^liiiicnt,  class  invscll",  I 
proceeded  to  Imiii  up  thai  cstaljlisliinciil.  I  loiiiid  it  lo'-atcd 
on  tlic  iiortli-ca.-t  corner  ol'  the  pnhlic  s(jnai-<\  and  to  ],(■ 
wliat  was  then  caded  a  lirst-(  lass  restaui'ant,  with  whirky- 
sliop  ill  conneetioii.  As  a  matter  of  course,  as  the  invita- 
tion was  i;"eneral,  tlie  crowd  was  not  \ei-v  seh-ct.  I''ricnds, 
foes,  old  men,  youns^  men,  members  ol"  the  h'l^ishit ui-c  and 
,  lobbyists,  l)oys,  <;'ainblers — in  short,  evci-y  chiss  was  repre- 
sented, from  the  jj,-overnor  ol'  the  state  down  to  the  ruLC-ta;^- 
and  bob-tail  of  the  city.  The  cratherinu"  was  exceedinLfly 
promiscuous.  (-Jeneral  Jones  was  all  lil"e  and  was  ^•'»i!lL^  in 
with  a  hurrah,  saying,  C'a.ll  for  what  you  want,  w  ho  in 
h — 1  cares  for  expenses,''  and  the  crowd  were  going  in  — 
some  for  stewed  oysters  and  some  for  raw  ones,  some  for 
"whisky  straight"  and  others  ihr  hot  toddy  and  '-Tom  and 
Jerry."  General  Jones  was  here,  and  there,  and  every- 
where. Jndge  ^Villiams  was  amnsing  the  crowd  by  singing 
"Lucy  Neal,"  and  'vT'll  bet  my  money  on  the  bob-tailed 
boss,  who  Avill  bet  on  the  bay?'*  and  John  P.  (^)ok  was 
helping  on  the  fun  by  imitating  the  Judge  and  mimicking 
his  singing.  Everything  was  in  accord  in  the  way  of  eat- 
ing, drinking,  and  in  fun  ;  hut  in  terriUe  discord  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  procuring  it. 

At  last  General  Jones  noticed  that  General  D4')dge  was 
not  present,  and  the  cry  was,  "  AVhere  is  Dodge  ?  wliere  is 
Dodo-e?"  until  nothino;  else  could  be  heard.  At  last  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  hunt  up  the  General,  and  he  was 
soon  brought  into  the  crowd.  The  General,  in  hi>  usual 
affable  manner,  spoke  to  stich  as  knew  him,  and  then  called 
General  Jones  aside,  when  the  following  conversation,  as 
near  as  I  can  recollect,  took  place  :  — 

Dorh/c. — Jones,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  This  is 
not  the  way  to  entertain  our  friends.  You  should  liave 
waited  until  we  couhl  have  prepared  to  entertain  our  friends 
with  supper  gotten  up  in  regular  order,  and  where  all  could 
have  been  present.  They  are  not  here  now.  AVhere  is 
Judge  Al'ason,  Colonel  Hall,  Letller,  Colonel  Hempstead? 
They  are  not  here,  and  this  looks  more  like  an  entertain- 
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iiieiit  Cor  tlic  rahhlc  (han  Ini-  IV'u  nd-.  Mid,  Ix's'hN-.-,  this  caliiii^ 
of  oystiTs  out  of  lilt'  can,  w  illi  cwvy  on*-  w  ith  a  can  in  his 
hand  is  ii  IVari'iil  waste  f)f  t  he  ran'  inaici  iaL 

Jo)}es\ — Never  mijul,  (uiieral  ;  we  are  in  it  now;  h.*t.'s  <;o 
aliead  ;  wlio  the  d — I  cari-s  foi*  cxpciies? 

Do(/(/r. —  it  is  nut  the  I'xpeiises  thai  I  hjok  at,  Init  the  tnan- 
ner  of  entertaining-  friends.  Ih-re  arc  Judge  AVilliains, 
Cook,  and  other  of  our  friends,  l)ut  the  mass  arejiot  liere. 
The  majority  are  whisky  soakers,  who  make  the  occasion 
their  0])})ortnnity. 

Jones. —  y]a[)ping*  the  (leneral  on  the  sliouldcr,  Xever 
mind,  General  let's  put  it  through." 

And  it  was  put  through ;  and  the  result  was  a  bill  of 
between  four  and  five  hundred  dollars  for  Dodge  and  Jones 
to  foot  the  next  day. 

After  their  eleetion,  the  senators  and  judges  gave  a  sumj)- 
tuous  supper  to  their  friends  at  the  Crummy  House,  to 
which  all  the  members  of  the  legislature  were  invited,  and  a 
grand  social  time  was  liad,  in  accordance  with  the  calm  and 
dignified  ideas  of  General  Dodge. 

In  the  first  instance  we  have  the  impulsive  character  of 
General  Jones  illustrated,  showing  his  ability  to  carry  his 
measures,  as  it  were,  by  storm ;  while  in  the  latter  we  have 
the  calm  and  deliberate  character  of  General  Dt-^dge  yjor- 
trayed,  showing  his  tactics  of  success  to  lie  in  calm  and  de- 
liberate calculation.  This  accounts  for  the  great  success  of 
the  two  generals  in  their  congressional  career,  and  the  two 
characters  w^ere  highly  necessary  at  that  time  in  placing 
Iowa  in  what  may  now  be  called  the  front  rank  of  states, 
with  a  bright  future  before  her. 
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No.  4. 

(.("ontinucd  Inmi  pui^c 

THE  first  niinibcr  of  the;  Council  Jih/ffs  Chr<>/io/'/j>r  w:is 
issued  oil  the  lOth  (hiy  of  Dcc-eiiiher,  18o.'),  by  l^'ol^om 
&  Maynard  —  AVilliam  \V.  Maynard,  editor.  Jt  w  i.-  )»id)- 
lislied  for  ahoiit  two  years  and  a  hall' — Mr.  ^hlyIlaI•d  coii- 
tinnin«i,'  editor  tor  ah(Rit  one  year,  iissisted,  lor  a  portion  of 
tlie  time,  l)y  Mr.  A.  .1.  Afaekey,  a  yoimu,-  man  of  mueh  al)il- 
ity  and  promise  as  a  writer.  In  hM)kini^  over  the  files  of  the 
first  volume,  f  notiee  abundant  evidenee  of  that  r;;.y  and 
pungent  style  whicli  has  sinee  placed  Maynard  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  editorial  fraternity  of  the  state.  S.  E.  John- 
son was  at  that  time  in  ehar^'C  of  the  B'lfjlc,  tlie  only  other 
paper  in  the  county,  and  many  shar|>  contliets  ]»assed  be- 
tween them  in  their  editorial  columns.  The  (Jhroiiot'ipe 
was  whig',  or  anti-Xebraska.  in  politics,  while  the  BufiJe  sus- 
tained the  administration  and  the  then  bitter  eontesi  going 
on  in  Kansas,  and  the  question  of  the  admission  (  r  non- 
admission  of  slavery  into  the  territories  furnished  abundant 
topics  for  editorial  conflict  and  discussion. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1855,  an  election  was  held  in 
Council  Bluffs  for  city  otlicers,  under  the  charter  grafted  by 
the  legislature  in  1858  —  no  election  having  been  ^ndd  in 
1854.  At  this  election  the  following  othcers  were  chosen  : 
Mayor,  C.  E.  Stone;  recorder,  C.  AV.  Boyers;  treasurer,  B. 
R.  Pegram ;  marshpJ,  A.  F.  Thompson:  iissessor,  G.  A. 
Robinson;  councilmen  —  tii-st  ward,  J.  B.  Stutsman.  J.  B. 
Lewis,  Ilepner;  second  ward,  J.  P.  Casady,  P.  P.  Snow. 
S.  S.  Bayless:  third  ward,  J.  A.  Jackson,  Milton  Rogers. 
W.J.  Cooper.  Messrs.  Snow  andlTepner  declined  to  serve, 
and  .J.  D.  Test  and  J.  E.  Johnson  were  appointed  in  their 
places.    It  was  said,  probably  with  truth,  that  the  above 
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candidalcs  mainly  oummI  tlirir  election  to  the  infliienee  of  a 
)()(l<;-e  of 'M<ii()\v-iH)lliini;-^/"  u  hicli,  it  w  as  eliarL!-<Ml,  had  l,ecii 
eslablislied  in  the  town  that  spi'in^-.  Anionir  the  a|»j»oiiit- 
meiits  of  city  ollieei-s  made  \)\  tlie  eouncil,  were  the  follow- 
ing':  Oily  eii^i^-iiUHU",  Thomas  ']\)st even  :  city  attorney,  \i.  L. 
Dono'lass;  eity  Rnpervisor,  II.  I),  llarl.  A  tjix,  for  city  pnr- 
poses,  of  five  mills  was  levied.  The  mayor  reeommende(l, 
early  in  the  year,  that  a  system  of  )>nl>lie  inii)ro\ements 
should  l)e  eommeiu.'ed,  and  tliat  tlie  ])onds  of  tlje  city  should 
be  issued  to  pay  the  oxi)ense  ;  but  very  little  was  done 
towards  carryini;-  out  tliese  recommendations,  and  no  city 
bonds  were  issued  this  year.  A  few  ordinances  were  passed, 
money  enough  collected  to  pay  tlie  oificers  and  make  some 
necessary  repairs  on  the  streets.  Mr.  Stone  received  $100 
for  his  services  as  mayor  for  the  year.  The  board  of  health 
consisted  of  Drs.  Ilonn,  Malcolm,  and  Shoenudvcr,  but  no 
contagious  diseases  prevailed,  and  their  labors  were  quite 
light. 

The  township  of  Knox  was  organized  in  February,  1855. 
It  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county,  having 
previously  formed  a  part  of  Macedonia  township.  It  had 
been  early  settled  by  the  Mormons,  but  about  this  time  it 
received  a  considerable  Gentile  population.  Rev.  John  AVil- 
son,  a  pioneer  Methodist  minister,  came  to  the  vicinity  this 
year,  and  was  a  noted  character  throughout  all  that  region. 
John  A.  SincLiir,  Benjamin  True,  John  A.  Stickney,  and 
A.  M.  Battel le  were  also  among  tlie  first  settlers.  The  vil- 
lage sites  of  Wooster  and  Xewtown  were  both  platted  and 
recorded  this  year.  They  were  situated  on  sections  21  and 
22,  in  township  77,  range  39,  adjoining  eacli  other,  on  a 
beautiful  tract  of  land  just  east  of  the  Nishnab(^tna  river, 
and  near  the  south  end  of  Lewin's  Grove.  Quite  a  settle- 
ment sprang  up  at  this  point,  a  school  house  was  built,  a 
store  opened,  and  a  blacksmith  shop  established.  Here, 
also.  Parson  AVilson  preached  to  the  people  the  pure  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  occasionally  extending  his  ministrations  np 
and  down  the  river  for  a  lonii-  distance,  uniting  the  voung 
17 
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lard  and  Sannu'l  Kn('])|)('r  owned  lai;n"(;  li'acls  ol  line  land  in 
this  townsliij),  and  were  anioni^  the  j)r(>j)i-ic'lors  of  tlx-  pro- 
|)OS(h1  villai;"!'  oi'  Woostcr. 

The  ^va^nl  and  pleasant  winter  ol'  1854-5'>  was  su<'cec(h-d 
bv  a  (h'v  and  hot  sprinii'.  \'ei'v  linh'  rain  until  late  in 
May,  and  j^-rass  on  tlie  jtraii'ies  was  slow  in  mak'inLi-  its 
appearance.  The  Missouri  ri\'(;r  was  unusually  l<»w  all  the 
spring',  and  inerehants  were  unal)le  to  recei\  e  their  >np})ly 
of  goods  until  ahout  the  iirst  of  July.  Merchandise  and 
groceries  of  all  kinds  were  \'ery  scarce  in  tlie  jtlace,  and  the 
most  ordinary  articles  of  common  use  in  families  were  in 
great  demand,  and  often  could  not  he  purchased  at  any 
price.  The  emigration,  in  its  canva.s-covered  wagons,  began 
to  make  its  appearance  early  in  the  season,  hut  was  detained 
on  the  Missouri  river,  waiting  for  supi)lies  and  the  growth 
of  grass  on  the  plains,  until  the  beginning  of  June.  About 
that  time,  also,  the  rains  began  to  fall,  and  soon  the  prairies 
were  covered  with  their  beautiful  summer  mantle  of  green. 
In  July  the  river  began  to  s\N'ell,  and  soon  its  banks  were 
nearly  full,  bringing  a  goodly  numl)er  of  steamboats  up  the 
river,  whose  decks  Avere  croAvded  with  freight  and  passen- 
gers. At  that  early  day  tlie  arrival  of  a  steamboat  from  St. 
Louis  was  an  event  of  considerable  importance,  and  [)eople 
in  great  num])ers  hastened  to  the  landing,  either  to  welcome 
friends,  receive  goods,  or  feast  their  eyes  upon  a  messenger 
from  the  outer  world.  On  such  occasions  the  bar  of  the 
boat  was  well  patronized,  and  very  frequently  the  day  closed 
with  a  dance  in  the  spacious  cabin,  at  which  the  cl'te  of 
Council  Blutis  and  Omaha  were  present,  and  joined  in  the 
festivities. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1855  the  work  of  building  the 
brick  block  in  Council  TJlutfs,  afterwards  known  as  Km])ire 
Block,  was  commenced.  It  was  the  tirst  block  of  brick 
buildings  erected  on  the  ^lissouri  slope  above  St. 
Josepli.  The  proprietors  were  S.  Layliss,  Milton  Tootle, 
James  A.  Jackson,  R.  V.  Snow,  Georife  Dou£rhtv,  and  Mrs. 
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Jjcoiioni  AiiiY.  It  was  siluaitMl  in  the  lowci-  j»art  of  tin- 
city,  nearly  ()])pc)site  tlic  l*a<;iiic  House,  IrontiiiLT  on  liroad- 
way,  and  oxlendinii;  i'roni  Main  to  iN  arl  st rcri ,  aii<l  con.-^i.-tcd 
of  four  tine  store  I'oonis,  each  t\vent}  -ti vo  tV-ri  wide  l>y  i'lL^hty 
feet  in  de])th,  and  three  stories  hiuh.  Th*'  woi-k  went  stead- 
ily on  durini;'  the  fall,  and  tlie  buildings  were  aotten  i-c-ady 
for  oecu])aney  durinii;  the  foHowinLC  winter.  'J'he  liiin  of 
Geoi*i2,"e  Doiii^hly  Co.  was  the  lirst  to  nio\  (,'  into -the  new 
bloek,  iblh)wed  soon  after  by  tlie  w«.'ll  known  '*J^U]»hant 
Store,"  Jaities  A.  ^Jackson  <.V  Co.,  })r()[)rietor8,  who  oecnpied 
the  room  at  the  corner  of  J^roadway  and  Main  str(;ets.  The 
conipk'tion  of  eacli  of  these  t  wo  biiildinu's  was  eominemor- 
ated  in  tlie  way  usual  in  tliose  days  —  that  is,  by  a  re<!,-uhir 
old-fashioned  dance.  The  remaining  two  store  rooms  wei-e 
not  occupied  until  the  following  spring,  when  one  of  tluMn 
was  filled  with  hardware  by  C.  J.  Fox,  and  the  other  with 
mercliandise,  by  a  new  tirni,  consisting  of  Edward  McHride 
and  William  S.  Bowen. 

Just  about  the  time  the  above  bloek  was  commenced,  Mr. 
Lysander  W.  Babbitt,  at  that  time  holding  the  oHice  of  reg- 
ister of  United  States  land  ollice,  began  the  erection  of  a 
brick  bloek  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  in  connection  with 
the  well  known  mercantile  firm  of  Stutsman  &,  Donnell. 
Two  brick  buildings  were  erected,  completed,  and.occuj)ied 
during  the  tail,  ]Mr.  Babbitt  going  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  Mr.  AVm.  11.  Robinson.  These 
buildings  were  known  as  the  'MTxx'nix  Block.'*  The  reg- 
ister's oflice  was  removed  into  this  block  early  in  185(3,  from 
its  old  quarters,  near  the  l?acilic  House.  Mr.  Babbitt  had 
previously,  in  1854,  erected  a  fine  residence  in  the  extreme 
eastern  ,  part  of  the  city,  which  has  since  been  enlarged  and 
surrounded  1)}'  beautiful  grounds,  tilled  with  all  kin(l>  of 
fruits,  and  is  still  (in  1872j  occu[)ied  by  him. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1855,  ^Ir.  Sherman  Goss,  of  Hock- 
ford  township,  was  killed  in  a  claim  tight  v.  hich  occurred  ou 
that  day  at  Fort  Calhoun,  in  Xebraska.  lie  was  penetrated 
bv  two  bullets,  and  died  almost. instimtlv.    He  was  a  hisi'hlv 
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esteemed  and  woi-tliy  citi/cn  of  the  <M>init\-,  and  loss  was 
deo})!}-  lamented.  Mr.  II.  ('.  Pnii.lc,  anotlici-  old  resident 
ol"  the  county,  but  at  that,  time  sojoiii-ninu-  in  Omalia,  was 
also  seriously  wound(ul  in  the  same  afiVay. 

On  the  151)1  of  l^Vd)ruary  lollowiiiL^  (l'^'>0),  Mr.  J.  P>. 
Wynn,  an  old  resident  oi' ( 'onneil  Pdnlls,  was  killed  at  VAk- 
honi,  in  Nebraska,  by  a  man  named  Tabor,  in  eonsequenc<* 
of  some  dilHeulty  i;'rowini;*  out  oi'  a  contested  claim  at  that 
place.  Tabor  was  arrested  in  Council  IJlulls,  and  commit- 
ted, after  a  protracted  examination  Ix'fore  l']sqnii-e  ICynett. 
for  delivery  to  the  Nebraska  authorities,  but  i-ele;ised  on 
habeas  corpus  by  Judii^e  Riddle,  after  whicli  he  immediately 
left  the  country. 

During  this,  and  several  subse(pient  years,  the  Indians 
had  free  access  to  the  streets  of  the  town,  a  privilege  of 
which  they  availed  themselves  in  large  numbers.  Omahas 
and  Pawnees  predominated  among  tliese  tawny  nations  of 
the  plains,  and  their  visits  to  the  inhabitants  were  made  in 
that  free  and  easy  style  which  showed  that  they  stood  not  on 
ceremony,  either  in  coming  or  going.  They  would  open 
doors  and  walk  into  houses  with  most  ;ist(^nishing  coolness, 
and  when  they  could  not  do  this  they  would  phmt  them- 
selves before  the  windows  and  watch  the  movements  of  the 
inmates,  to  their  own  entire  satisfacti{^n.  Fnuicis  (4nittar 
at  this  time  kept  a  so-called  Indian  grocery  on  the  corner  o\' 
Main  and  Broadway,  and  around  this  his  Indian  friends 
would  gather  in  great  numbers  —  shooting  at  dimes,  juni])- 
ing,  running,  and  singing,  and  sometimes  treating  the  mis- 
cellaneous crowd  that  gathered  around  them  to  a  regular 
war  dance.  Guittar  had  passed  nuiny  years  among  them  as 
a  fur  trader,  and  could,  therefore,  speak  their  language -with 
facility. 

On  one  occasion,  in  the  summer  (.>f  18r)5,  thestrtM^ts  of  the 
town  presented  a  most  renuirkable  scene.  The  (.)mahas, 
having  received  their  annu-a!  jniyments  from  the  government 
in  gold,  came  to  Council  Blutis  to  buy  horses.  Very  soon 
the  intelligence  spread  over  the  town,  and  in  a  little  while 
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jilinosl.  vvcvy  lioi-sc;  niid  pniiy  in  tli«'  pl.-icc  was  on  tli*-  streets, 
for  sale.  The  Indians  were.'  pre'lty  ^j^ixxl  at  a  Ijari^aiti  \vli<'n 
horse-ilcsli  was  to  he  l)()nL!,'!it,  and  li-a.diiiLi-  went  on  activ<-I\' 
all  (hiy.  Horses  and  ponies  were  seen  flyin'_c  ihronLfh  ih** 
streets  in  all  dii-ections,  with  j*e<l  or  while  rid'-rs.  ^iold  was 
the  only  niedinni  of  exehan<i.-e  that  passed  euiT'-nt,  and 
e«iii;les  were  trad(Ml  t'oi"  horse-ilesh  in  lavj-c  anmunis:  and 
wlien  nii;*ht  eann^  the  Indians  i-eiired  to  the  l)()t1onis  with 
their  horses,  ^^'hile  their  tbrincM'  (.»wnei's  were  en«j,ai^ed  in 
countini:!:  np  theii-  piins. 

Early  in  1855  a  division  of  the  Sons  ot'  'I'enipei'iniee  was 
estahlished  at  (\)nneil  Blnils,  oT  which  Tliomas  Tostevin 
was  the  first  presidinii;  ofHeer,  and  T.  ]\  Trey  nor.  Frank 
Street,  and  Geoi'ii:e  IT.  Smith  ^vere  prominent  mt-mh'  rs. 
Late  in  the  fall  <d'the  sjinie  year  a  lod^-c.'  of  (lood  Templars 
was  ori!;ani/AHl,  and  both  of  these  institntions  enjoyed  a  fair 
degree  of  pros])erity  for  se\  eral  years.  'ITiey  did  n()t,  how- 
ever, make  mneh  lieadway  in  arresting  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating h({Uors  or  in  rechicing  the  number  of  saloons  that 
lined  the  sti'eets  of  the  town.  Drinking,  gambling,  and 
Sun(hiy  deseerati(ni  wxn*e  still  far  too  common,  and  continued 
so  for  several  vears  longer. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1855,  a  masonic  lodge  was  organized 
in  Council  l^luifs,  the  place  of  meeting  being  in -Odd  Fel- 
lows Hall.  The  hrst  oHicers  were  L.  L.  Bowen,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Mahon,  S.  H.  Kiddle,  Samuel  Knepper,  A.  AV.  Ilollisi.'r,  J. 
C.  Fargo,  and  S.  W.  AVilliams.  Among  the  earh'  mem- 
bers were  W.  O.James,  A.  Y.  Larimer,  T.  H.  Benton,  jr.. 
Leonard  Sears,  Rufus  Beall,  and  AV.  AV.  Maynard. 

During  the  winter  of  1855  a  literary  association  was  es- 
tablished, wliich  held  reguhn*  meetings  for  several  months. 

The  April  election,  in  1855,  seems  to  have  excited  very 
little  intei-est  in  the  county,  and  a  very  light  vote  was  polhul 
—  the  people's  (or  anti-administration)  ticket  receiving  a 
majority  of  three,  seven,  and  thirteen  f)r  the  respective  state 
candidates  for  the  offices  of  register  of  the  state  land  othco 
and  registi^r  and  commissi<uier  of  the  Des  Moines  river  ini- 
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provcincnt.  I  luivc  hccii  umiMc  to  liiid  any  r»c()r<l  <>['  tli.- 
details  of  llio  in  the  couniy.     In  Kane  town.-liip,  in- 

cliulinii,'  Council  I'lnfls,  the  total  vaiv  was  ilA-j.  In  this 
townsliij)  the  lollow  inL;'  local  oiTK-rrs  wc-rc  (.'IcM-tod  :  .1.  I'\ 
Moilctt,  justice'  of  the  peace;  (i.  A.  Jiobinson,  assessor:  W . 
H.  Itobinson,  clerk;  and  J.  L.  (.'liilds,  .Jereniiali  KoNom, 
and  1).  J>.  Cnaj'k,  trustees.  The  inajoi'ity  a<^:ainst  piohihi- 
tion  in  Kane  to\vnslii]»  was  2^),  and  in  tlu-  county  -Hi. 

At  the  Aui;"ust  election  ol'  the  same  year,  only  coinjty 
ofHcers  we]*c  \'ote(l  lor,  and  '})arty  lines  ^^•ere  not  very  strin- 
gently drawn.  W.  J).  Turner  was  elected  recordi-r  and 
treasurer;  Thomas  Tostevin,  county  surveyor;  John  C. 
Fargo,  sberitF;  and  Jose])h  Hall,  county  Judge.  All  ol' 
these  gentlemen,  exce})t  the  last  namcfl,  were  whigs,  and 
the  Chrovoh/pr  brought  <:>ut  a  })rimitive  picture  of  "our 
coon,"  accom[)anied  l)y  an  amusing  notice  of  the  departui-e 
of  the  "  low  pi'cssure  '  llunkee  J  )eniocrat ' for  Salt  river. 
I  can  find  no  record  wliatever  of  the  details  of  the  vote  at 
this  election,  either  in  the  county  records  or  in  the  files  of 
the  ncAVspapcrs  then  published  in  the  county.  In  fact,  these 
papers  seem,  at  that  time,  to  have  been  singularly  neglect- 
ful of  home  news  —  the  local  column,  now  forming  so  ])rom- 
inent  a  part  of  every  well  conducted  newspapei',  having  then 
not  3^et  come  into  much  prominence.  Judge  Kail,  wlio  was 
a  plain,  honest  farmer,  soon  fomid  the  duties  of  his  otiice 
exceedingly  irksome,  and  he  therefore  resigned  after  a  tew 
months,  and  the  duties  of  the  otHce  were  discharged  by  A. 
Y.  Larimer  until  the  spring  election,  in  April,  1856,  when 
William  C.  James  was  elected  tor  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  At  this  latter  election,  the  other  county  oflicers 
chosen  "were:  Samuel  Eggleston,  school  commissioner,  and 
William  K.  Reel,  drainage  commissioner.  The  vote  was 
very  light  and  very  little  interest  taken  in  the  result. 

In  February,  1856,  the  republican  ])arty  was,  for  the  tirst 
time,  formally  organized  in  the  county,  and  C.  E.  Stone,  J. 
T.  Baldwin,  J.  D.  Ilonn,  Frank  Street,  and  J.  B.  AVynn 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  repu.blican  state  convention. 
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TliC  ))()litical  canvass  of  18r)(j  was  coixIiK-tcd,  towarils  its 
close,  with  fonsidcrahlo  spirit.  SainiK-l  U.  Curtis  and 
An'i.-iislus  Hall,  the  opjxjsiiiL!;  candidates  )oi-  cnni^rcss,  l)Otlj 
visited  tlic  county  and  dcli\  ('rcd  a(idrcsscs,  as  difl  also  sciv- 
eral  oi'  the  candidates  loi-  presidential  electors.  At  flie 
Auiz;nst  cK'ction  the  w  hoh'  nuiid>ei'  of  \-o1e^  was  .'»(;  1,  and 
tlie  democratic  niajorily  was  ^OO.  A.  V.  Jjarinier  was 
elected  representative,  J.  II.  Sherman  |)rosecutinLr  attornev, 
and  K.  Wehdi  clei'k  ol'l'ie  disti'ict  court.  'J'he  deieate-d 
re[)iil)lican  candidates  lor  the  same,  ollices  were  :  J).  li. 
L\'<rram,  (7eor<>'e  \V.  Dod^-e,  and  David  l)e  \'oh 

At  the  presidential  election,  in  Xovember,  I^ucliaiian  nt- 
ceived  353  votes,  Fremont  '259,  and  Fillmore  So;  lotal,  GOV 
—  divided  amono;  the  six  townships  of  which  the  county 
was  then  composed,  as  follows:  Kane,  408;  Kocklbi'd,  !•?; 
Macedonia,  41;  Center,  21:  Walnut,  17:  nnd  Knox,  14. 
At  the  same  election  D.  A7.  Price  received  40  majority  in 
the  county  foi*  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  for 
the  district  then  com})Ose(l  of  nearly  the  entire  northwestern 
part  of  Iowa.  His  competitor  for  the  same  office  was  J).  E. 
Brainard,  of  Harrison  county. 

At  the  city  election  in  March,  1856,  in  Council  Blulis,  the 
following  city  officers  were  elected  :  Mayor.  D.  AV.  i^-ice  : 
recorder,  F.  E.  Welch  :  treasurer,  A.  B.  Stutsman  v  marshal, 
H.  1).  Harl ;  assessor,  David  De Vol:  councilmen  —  J.  E. 
Johnson,  AV.  C.  James,  and  J.  B.  Lewis  in  the  first  ward; 
J.  D.  Test,  James  Orton,  and  Patrick  ]\lurphy  in  the  second 
ward;  and  J.  T.  Baldwin,  G.  A.  Pobinson,  and  D.  C. 
Bloomer  in  the  third  ward.  The  Avhole  number  of  votes 
polled  at  this  election  w:is  202. 

On  the  14th  of  April  a  special  election  was  held,  when  a 
]r)ropositi(ni  was  ado[)ted,  by  a  vote  of  122  to  4,  to  borrow 
^10,000,  to  be  expended  in  internal  im])rovements  within 
the  city.  The  money  thus  raised  was  almost  entirely  ex- 
pended in  wi(h'nini2:  ''i"^*l  iz'radino-  Brcxidway,  then  the  prin- 
cipal street  of  the  city,  and  extending'  westwardly  from  its 
commencement,  in  the  valley  of  Indian  creek,  to  the  ^^is- 
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soiiri  river.  fii  addition  in  tin-  cilv  l;iv  uprm  piopcrt  v,  a 
8i)ccial  tax,  or  licence,  was  or  iniitoscd,  upon  lawye  rs, 

land  agents,  phys'u  ians,  and  iiicr<  liaiits,  as  well  as  u|»oii  Mil- 
liard lialls,  saloons,  c^-c.  ;  l)n)  ils  ( (jllcction  was  found  he 
very  diflicuU,  and  tlie  ordinance  wa^  i-epealed  in  t!i(-  lollow- 
ing  year. 

During  the  cai-ly  )>;ir1  of  the  winte'r  of  1S.j4-.j:),  the  hind 
oiiice  in  Council  JMufls  had  he(-n  closed,  hut  it  was  re-o))en'-d 
for  tlie  entry  of  lauds  on  the  Tith  of  Fehruary,  lS:),j,  and 
continued  o])eu  for  that  jturpose  until  the  :Jlst  of  May,  ls:,G, 
when  it  was  closed  hy  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  Intei'ior. 
During  this  period  large  quantities  of  governuieni  lands 
were  entered  witli  cash  or  located  with  hind  warranis.  The 
fourteen  southwestern  counties  of  Jowa,  comjjosing  the 
Council  Uluits  land  district,  were  traversed  in  every  direc- 
tion by  land  hunters,  and  all  tlie  more  desirable  locations 
sought  out  and  entered.  Tlie  numl)er  of  pirofessional  land 
agents  and  land  hunters  was  largely  increased,  and  very  lit- 
tle land  would  have  been  left  after  the  last  date  above 
named,  had  not  the  number  of  entries  been  liniitid  l)y  Col. 
Babbitt,  the  then  register  of  the  land  ofHce.  K>pecially 
during  the  early  part  of  1856  the  rush  and  the  pressure  to 
enter  land  was  unprecedented.  The  number  of  entries  per 
day  was  very  hu'ge,  and,  as  a  consequence,  .the  land 
agents  were  all  well  supplied  with  business.  Early  in  May 
the  news  came  of  the  passage  of  the  lawmaking  large  dona- 
tions of  public  lands  in  aid  of  the  four  proposed  lines  of 
railroads  across  the  state  of  Iowa,  with  rumors  that  an  order 
had  been,  or  would  soon  be,  issued  for  the  closing  of  all  the 
land  ofiices  in  the  state.  Then  the  pressure  at  the  register's 
office  became  liercer  than  ever,  and  the  clerks  were  worked 
day  and  night  to  meet  the  demand  for  land.  Strangely 
enough,  the  order  for  closing  the  ofHce  tailed  ti)  come  to 
hand  until  the  last  day  of  May,  and  during  tliat  mouth  the 
total  entries  at  the  oiiice  reached  over  200,000  acrt^s.  Then 
the  business,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  land  agents  and 
speculators  in  land  warrants,  closed,  and  no  more  laud,  ex- 
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hy  ])ro-oini)ti()n,  was  ciitc'rcd  imlil  iIk;  ic-opcuiri^jf  of  tlie 
ollico,  ill  the  winter  of  1858.  l^'oi  t  iiiiah;  would  it,  liave  been 
for  Iowa  if  the  liomestead  law  of  1802  could  liav(.'  been 
enacted  ten  ycuirs  earlier,  so  that  its  hcautiful  jii-airics  could 
have  been  taken  ii])  and  occupied  as  hoinestcads,  instead 
of  lallini^  into  tlie  bands,  as  thciy  liave  so  lari^ely  d<')n(',  of 
speculators,  who  now  refuse  to  dispose  of  thcin  exc<'j»t  at 
hirge  prices — which,  in  truth,  they  are  compelled  to  do,  in 
view  of  the  lowii;  time  they  liavc  licld  the  lands,  and  the 
heavy  taxes  they  ha^-e  l)een  required  to  |)ay. 

.During  tbe  fall  of  1855,  and  the  following  winter,  a  steady 
stream  of  land-seekers  and  foi'tune-hunters  tlowed  westward 
into  Iowa.  The  tri-weekly  stages  of  tlie  Western  Stage 
Company  were  constantly  iilled  with  ]»assengers,  and  the 
hotels  at  Council  Blutls  were  overtlowing  with  guests.  'J'he 
price  of  lots  in  the  town  steadily  advanced  in.  value,  and  new 
additions  to  tbe  town  plat  enlarged  greatly  the  area  of  tlie 
embryo  city.  The  passage  of  the  railroad  grant  providing 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  to  Council  Blutfs,  greatly  in- 
creased this  feeling,  and  by  the  close  of  1856  and  the  cnm- 
mencement  of  1857  the  fever  of  s])eculation  was  at  its  high- 
-est  point,  and  town  property  of  every  description  became 
enormously  enhanced  in  value.  Great  expectations  were 
indulged  by  all  classes  as  to  tbe  future  prospects  of  the  city 
as  a  railroad  center.  ISTor  were  these  views  coniined  to  the 
citizens  of  Council  Bluifs  alone.  At  the  celebration  of  tbe 
completion  of  the  Mississippi  cl'  Missouri  Railroad  to  Iowa 
City,  early  in  January,  the  following  was  anuuig  the  toasts 
drank  on  the  occasion  :  "  CoimoJ  Bluff's —  The  City  of  the 
Hills,  from  which  the  iron  horse  shall  soon,  at  one  bound, 
cross  the  turbid  waters  of  the  Missouri  in  its  course  to  the 
Pacific." 

Col.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  about  the  same  time,  or  a  little 
earlier,  anticipated  the  future  course  of  events  at  the  same 
point.  In  a  letter  to  the  Keolcuk  Wh>g  lie  said  :  Let  all 
the  cities  of  Iowa,  including  Keokuk,  so  arrange  their  rail- 
road lines  as  to  easily  connect  at  Council  Blutfs,  and  here 
18 
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let  all  unite  in  ii  great  tnitik  line,  ninrjin;^  west  up  tli(.* 
l)roa(l  valley  ol"  the  J'latte;  and  the  emigrant  route  will  soon 
become  the  great  l?aeilie  route,  and  the  highway  of  nations. 
Other  far-sighted  men  took  the  same  view,  and  it  is  there- 
fore no  wonder  that,  under  the  intluenee  of  ihe  speeulatiNx* 
mania  that  pervaded  tlie  whole  west  at  tlie  tinie,  coiner 
lots,  and  even  outside  ja'opei'ty,  miles  away  irom  tin,-  l>^-^i- 
ncss  center  of  the  place,  wei-e  run  uj)  to  ligui'es  tha-t  made 
all  sensible  men  liesitate  long  before  investing  their  money 
in  this  description  of  property. 

On  the  23d  of  July  a  company  of  Knglisli  and  Welsh  con- 
verts to  the  ^lormon  faitli  passed  through  the  county,  on 
their  way  to  Salt  Lake  City.  They  conveyed  their  provis- 
ions, clothing,  iind  a  few  other  articles  in  hand  carts,  which 
they  slowly  dragged  over  the  prairies.  A  few  wagons,  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  sick,  the  inhrni,  and  the  heavy  bag- 
gage, accompanied  the  caravan,  which  presented,  as  it  nnnxMl 
over  the  prairies,  a  most  pitial)le  and  degrading  spectacle. 
Men  and  women  were  alike  harnessed  to  carts,  and  the  worn 
and  haggard  expressions  of  the  whole  company  told  plainly 
enough  of  hopes  deferred,  and  faith,  thougli  strong,  yet 
sorel}'  tried.  Crossing  the  river  at  Florence,  they  tarried  at 
that  point  until  sometime  in  September,  when  they  vvended 
their  weary  way  westward,  towards  the  Mecca  gf  their 
hopes,  on  the  borders  oi'  Great  Salt  Lake.  Winter  came 
on  early  and  exceedingly  cold,  and  large  numbers  of  these 
people  were  frozen  to  death  on  the  plains,  so  that  a  small 
moiety  only,  of  these  credulous  dupes  of  designing  men, 
ever  reached  their  destination. 

Center  township  was  organized  on  the  23d  of  June,  1856, 
from  territory  taken  from  Macedonia  township.  It  con- 
sisted of  township  75,  ranges  39,  40,  and  41,  with  a  narrow 
strip  taken  from  the  south  side  of  township  7U,  in  the  same 
ranges.  Big  Grove,  in  this  township,  is  the  largest  body  of 
timber  in  the  county,  and  comprises,  in  all,  about  1,000 
acres  of  timber  land.  The  Nishnabota.na  passes  through 
the  center  of  the  township.    Tlie  Mormons  first  occupied 
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this  irrove  as  ourlv  ii^^  1817-8.  Tlic  (Jcntilcs  hciraii  to  come 
in  about  the  years  1851  and  1852.  Josliua  C.  ijayton  arrived 
April  29,  1852,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  on  vvliieli  he  still 
resides,  near  the  eastern  limits  of  the  <^n'ove.  His  ])rother, 
Joseph  Ija^ton,  arrived  in  tlui  vicinity  the  lollowin;^  year. 
Jacob  l\ust  was  another  of  the  old  settlers  in  the  gi-ove,  :i,nd 
he  still  survives,  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  town  site  of  lola,  located  near  the  north  end  of  tlie 
grove,  in  section  1,  township  75,  range  39,  was  laid  out  in 
1855,  by  Thomas  Tostevin,  Horace  Everett,  George  Reed, 
and  P.  J.  McMalion.  At  that  early  day  it  was  predicted 
that  it  would  become,  at  some  future  day,  tlie  capital  of  a 
new  county;  but  that  day  has  not  yet  arrived,  although  tlie 
project  for  a  new  county,  to  be  carved  out  of  the  eastern 
end  of  "Ohl  l^ottawattamie,"  is  now  being  earnestly  can- 
vassed. 

In  the  summer  of  1856  the  writer  of  tliese  notes  visited 
Center  township  with  B.  E.  Pegrani,  then  a  candidate  for  tlie 
general  assembly  of  the  state.  A  meeting  w^as  held  in  the 
dwelling  of  Mr.  Hough,  who  had  then  just  commenced  the 
opening  of  a  farm  a  little  south-east  from  the  grove,  and  had 
erected  a  dwelling  of  logs  for  the  accommodation  of  himself 
and  family.  It  consisted  of  two  distinct  buildings,  with  a 
covered  way,  or  porch,  between  them.  After  the  talking 
and  canvassing  were  over,  we  proceeded  to  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Joshua  C.  Layton,  where  we  found  a  wedding  had  eonie 
oli'that  afternoon,  the  bride  being  a  daughter  of  ^Ir.  Layton. 
In  the  evening  the  young  couple  repaired  to  Joseph  Lay- 
ton's  to  spend  the  night,  and  thus  escaped  an  old-fashioned 
horning,  which  came  oil' about  midnight,  to  the  intinite  dis- 
gust of  the  candidate  for  legislative  honors  and  his  com- 
panion. Evidently  all  the  tin  horns,  tin  pans,  and  brass 
kettles  in  the  neighborhood  were  brought  into  use  on  the 
occasion ;  but  the  parties  for  whom  tbe  celebration  was  in- 
tended were  bevond  the  hearinj?  of  the  discordant  sounds 
that  greeted  Mr.  Layton's  residence  that  night. 

In  July,  1856,  another  strip  of  territory,  twelve  miles  long 
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and  six  miles  wide,  romprisiiii;-  ^-on-ci  ihik-iiI  townsliij),-.  7  J 
and  75,  in  i'jin<;-e  88,  in  the  soiitln-astei-n  [):irt  of  the  coiinty, 
was  or<;'anized  into  a  civil  townsliip,  and  called  Walnut, 
from  a  crook  of'tliat  nnino  wliicli  rnns  from  north  to  nouth 
througli  its  entire  lon^lli.  The  lOast  Xislmahotana  i-iv<T 
also  skirts  tliis  townshij*  on  the  east,  and  is  lin<'(l  l>y  a  wide 
belt  of  excellent  thnher,  wliih^  tlie  wi(hj  valley  tlironuh 
which  it  ilows,  together  with  the  adjacent  i-olling- [)rairies, 
affords  some  of  the  most  heautilul  lanuinii:  lands  in  the 
county. 

Milton  P.  Black  was  the  Hi-st  justice  ol"  the  peace  eloct<*d 
in  the  new  township,  William  K.  Vnu  Ki[)er  tlie  iirst  clerk, 
and  Edward  Dean  one  of  the  lirst  township  trustees.  In 
addition  to  the  ahove  names,  William  and  Frederick  Mcr- 
wherter,  Joseph  and  Gran\ille  Pierson,  and  Amos  West 
were  among  the  first  settlers  in  this  townsliip.  The  last 
named  person  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  received 
a  land  warrant  from  the  government,  with  which  he  located 
the  land  upon  which  he  now  resides,  at  the  mature  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  The  first  school  district  was  organized, 
and  the  first  school  opened  in  the  township,  in  18-38. 

Hotel  accommodations,  hoarding  houses,  and  dwellings 
were  in  great  demand  during  the  entire  season  of  18  )0. 
For  the  week  ending  May  7,  the  numher  of  arriv^ds  at  the 
Pacific  House  was  201,  and  at  the  Kobinson  Hotel  179. 
People  found  it  very  diflicult  to  procure  shelter  for  them- 
selves and  famiHos,  and  prices  ranged  at  high  rates  on  all 
sides.  Eents  were  thought  to  be  exorbitant  by  new-comers, 
and  more  houses  were  urgently  demanded.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  these  were  erected  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year- 
Mr.  S.  S.  Bayliss,  t<)wards  fall,  commenced  a  four-story  ad- 
dition to  the  Pacific  House,  but  the  early  setting-in  of  winter 
delayed  its  comjjletion  until  towards  the  beginning  of  tlie 
following  sj)ring.  Mr.  J.  M.  Palmer  began  the  orcetion  of 
a  new  three-story  brick  block  of  four  buildings  this  season, 
and  finished  it  off  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Hagg's  Block 
was  erected  this  year  by  Mr.  Benedict  Ilagg,  who  had  com- 
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ineiKH'd  the  iiiamiliictiii'L;  of  hiL^cr  hccr  the  jii-<'\'ioii.s  yejir. 
Mr.  Jj.  W.  r>al)l)itt  erected  ii  three-story  udditioii,  I'Zi)  feet 
in  depth,  to  flu;  IMklmux  Block. 

•  Bunkliiii;  houses  were  opened  this  season  ]>y  linhlwin 
Dodge  and  ] Tenn,  A\^illianis,  lloi  lon,  A:  Co.  Messrs.  Thomas 
Olliccr  and  William  II.  M.  Pusey  erected  a  row  (A'  frame 
buildings  this  lall,  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Main 
^streets,  in  one  of  which  they  commenced  the  hu.-^iness  of 
baidving  the  following  spring.  These  gentleuien  also  made 
extensive  purchases  of  property  in  the  town,  and  erected 
one  or  two  frame  dwellings  previous  to  the  sctting-in  of 
winter. 

A  regular  line  of  steamers  plied  between  St.  Joseph  and 
Council  Bluils,  and  through  boats  from  St.  Louis  made  their 
appearance  at  the  landing  quite  frecjuently  —  the  nund^cr  of 
arrivals  averaged  al)Out  twenty  per  month.  The  Western 
Stage  Company  maintained  a  tri-weekly  line  of  stages  across 
the  state,  and  Mr.  Frost  ran  a  line  of  coaches,  also  tri- 
weekly, to  St.  Joseph.  On  the  22d  of  October  it  was  an- 
nounced, with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction,  that  Parker's 
express  would  thereafter  make  weekly  trips  across  the 
state. 

Up  to  this  time  the  circulating  medium  throughout  this 
whole  region  had  been  confined  almost  entirely  to -the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  eagles  and  double  eagles  were  abundant 
in  almost  every-body's  pockets.  Times  were  good,  money 
plenty,  and  bank  bills  the  exception,  rather  than  the  rule, 
in  all  commercial  transactions.  This  year,  however,  the 
latter  began  to  make  their  appearance  more  fully,  and  the 
neighboring  territory  of  Xebraska  furnished  a  most  con- 
venient field  for  their  manufacture.  A  number  of  charters 
for  banks  were  granted  by  the  territorial  legislature  :  and 
Omaha,  Florence,  De  Soto,  Xebraska  City,  Bellevue.  and 
other  towns  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  had  their  "insti- 
tutions," all  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  their  neatly 
printed  promises  to  ])ay.  These  notes  gradually  worked 
their  way  into  circulation  in  Council  Blutts,  through  the  in- 
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lliuMice  of'scvei'al  citizens  interested  in  the  so-ealled  hank  -  " 
issuini:;  tlieni,  but  when  the  i!;reat  crash  came,  in  ihe  Ibl low  i nir 
year,  iiol  a  few  jtersons  had  ^-uod  reason  to  rennMnhi-r  tho 
days  ofwild  cat"  bankini;;  on  the  Missouri  i-iver  with  any- 
thing but  })leasant  emotions. 

The  winter  of  1850-7  was  one  of  extraordinary  <e\  <'rity. 
It  bei-an  with  a  terrible  storm  on  the  2d  of  J)ecendjer,  and 
continued  witli  almost  unremitting  severity  until  lat-e  in  the 
following  February.  The  suow  fell  to  an  unprecedented 
depth  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  the  cold  was  often  ex- 
cessive. The  roads  were  frequently  blocked  uj),  sometimes 
for  several  weeks  at  a  time.  A  number  of  ])ersons  were 
frozen  to  death,  or  perished  from  sheer  exliaustion,  amid 
tlie  drifting  storms  on  the  prairies.  Cattle  died  in  great 
nund^ers,  and  the  following  spring  the  roads  across  the  state 
were,  in  places,  lined  with  their  carcasses.  Many  ])eop1e 
were  illy  prepared  for  this  terrible  winter,  and,  in  th  'ir  rude 
and  poorly  protected  <lwellings,  sufiered  gTcatly.  In  Coun- 
cil Bhifis,  fuel,  at  times,  was  almost  impossible  to  be  had, 
and  the  poorest  quality  of  soft  Avood  sometimes  sold  at  §12 
to  S15  per  cord.  Weeks  frequently  elapsed  with(Uit  the  ar- 
rival of  a  mail  in  the  place,  and  the  people  were,  therefore, 
entirely  cut  olf  from  all  news  from  abroad.  This,  however, 
was  not  an  unusual  circumstance  during  the  suspension  of 
navigation,  for  I  recollect  very  well  that  it  was  about  two 
weeks  after  the  presidential  election  of  1856  before  we  could 
gain  any  certain  information  as  to  the  result.  Our  latest  in- 
telligence then  came  from  St.  Louis,  and  the  Rcpublii-mi  and 
Democrat  of  that  city  w^ere  then  as  common  in  our  business 
houses  and  on  our  tables  as  are  now  the  Trib'jne  and  D'/nes 
of  Chicago,  or  our  own  daily  papers. 


[to  be  CONTIXUEl).] 
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THE  IOWA  STATE  NORMAL  ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC, 
AT  IOWA  CITY. 

(Concluded  from  jiugc  11.) 


IN  the  perlbrmaiK'C  of  classical  woi-ks,  no  slmihtr n- 
tion  ill  the  United  States  can  show  a  hriii^litcr  rccoid. 
All  of  these  choral  performances  have  heen  under  the  dii-cc- 
tion  of  the  principal.  The  solos  in  "  Elijah  "  wt-i-c  well  su>- 
tained  hy  Aliss  (}ihhs,  .Miss  Annie  Cotton  (soi)rano),  Miss  llal- 
tie  Glenn  (contralto),  Mr.  II.  S.  l^erkins  (tenor),  and  Mr.  dnle 
E.  ]Vrkins(l)ass),  Messrs.  Otto  Schmidt  and  d.  K.  Perkins 
accompanists.  The  chornses  were  presented  with  <rr«'at 
spirit,  precision,  and  taste,  such  as  lias  always  charactL-rized 
similar  performances  in  the  Academy,  althoui^h  this  sur- 
passed every  ])revious  effort.  The  jj:;reat  cli;)n<i;e  \vliich  had 
taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  people  in  reii:ard  to  oratorio 
music,  and  their  ahility  to  appreciate,  were  indeed  very 
marked. 

These  ha[)py  results  were  lii^j;hly  <j^ratifving  Xo  the  prin- 
cipal, who  had  lahored  indefatigahly  and  hopefully  through 
weather  "  fair  and  foul,"  and  against  "wind  and  ti^lr,"  to 
bring  these  things  to  pass.  Achieved  was  the  glorious 
work,''  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  entered  into  the  [>er- 
formance  of  "  Thanks  be  to  God,"  that  magniticent  chorus, 
with  great  enthusiasm,  and  with  inexpressible  satisfaction. 
Both  in  detail,  and  as  a  whole, it  was  such  a  r c c.l i crc J a  i\i\\>\(.- -A 
entertainment  as  Iowa  City  may  not  have  the  privilege  of 
enjoying  again  for  many  a  day. 

There  were  180  students  in  attendance,  many  of  whom 
were  teachers,  either  of  music  or  in  tlie  public  schools.  A 
better  class  and  grade  of  learners  seldom  assembles.  Each 
depcirtnient  was  characterized  by  earnest  work;  and  rapid 
progress  was  the  result.  The  same  lil)erality  was  extended 
to  each  county  in  Lowa  to  send  two  representative  sttidents 


144  ANNALS   or   IOWA.  [aJ'JUJ,, 

thc^  same  as  in  LSTO.  Tlic  j)r('ss  of  tin*,  state  was  s(jlicit(Ml 
to  give  jml)li('ily  to  tin;  "  Libci'al  Proposition,"  witlioul 
charge,  iiiasimu'li  as  each  coinify  was  oU'erefl  gratuitous  in- 
striietiou,  to  tlie  value  of  iJ-tO.  This  request  was  cheerfully 
and  gencM-ally  eonii)lie(l  with,  excepting  by  the  Sl'Uc  Rrijiski^ 
Head  Tj'yht.  and  Athuific  jlTeysrn//c/\  which  pa])crs  refused, 
preferring  instead,  to  api)r()piMate  space  foi'  niis-stiitcincnts 
and  weak  sarcasm,  too  silly  to  a})i)ear  i?i  any  sheot  with  the 
pretentions  of  tlie  above.  Tlie  same  space  rniglit  liave  been 
more  wisely  api)ropriated  for  the  benefit  of  theii-  county 
patrons  and  readers.  There  was  a  wide  dillerenee  between 
the  iiarrow-mindt'd  stinginess  of  these  i)apers,  wlien  they 
refused  to  give  the  notice  one  insertion,  as  recpiested,  and 
the  magnanimous  lil)erality  of  the  Academy,  in  giving  to 
the  citizens  of  the  state  free  instruction  in  the  institution  to 
the  amount  of  fire  Ivmdred  and  sixh/  dollars,  without  receiving 
one  farthhif/  therefor ;  whicli  was  done  during  this  session  of 
1871.  Tlie  evidences  of  appreciation  and  expressions  of 
thanks,  and  God  bless  you,''  from  various  sources  have, 
thus  far,  been  liighly  satisfactory  botli  to  the  princi[»;d,  and 
managers  of  the  musical  Academy.  The  exceptions  liave 
been  few  and  insigniticant.  But  the  best  citizens,  and  all 
good  people,  are  naturally  disgusted  whenever  any  friction, 
or  disturbance  occurs  in  the  music  ranks.  In  fact,  the  same 
degree  of  charity  is  not  entertained  by  the  people  towards 
the  musical  profession  as  to  other  avocations,  when  discord 
is  lieard. 

The  trustees  of  the  University  were  indeed  in  a  degree 
excusable  for  not  favoring  the  engrafting  of  an  institution 
Avhieh  contained  the  elements  of  discord  into  that  of  tlie 
state.  It  would  not  have  been  consistent,  even  if  the  de- 
partment to  be  added  was  regar(UHl  as  an  essential  branch 
of  education,  wlieii  discord  existed  in  its  ranks,  and  its 
own  officers  and  pretended  friends  liad  become  warlike. 
Had  the  real  and  true  friends  of  the  AcacU'iny  wrested  it 
from  the  hands  of  its  worst  enemies,  its  pretended  friends, 
in  season,  they  might  liave  witnessed  the  consummation  of 
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tlioii"  desires  in  the  pcnnaiieiit  cslaljlisliiiK'nI.  ol"  ii  Xorniiil 
Aciidcniy  of  Music  in  lowu  City,  which,  doiiht less,  would 
eventuall}^  have  become  an  integral  section  of  llie  U'ni- 
versity,  imitating  the  good  exam[)le  of  01>erlin  ('ollege,  Ohio. 
Wo  must  add,  however,  that  this  discord  in  the  Acach-rny 
would  have  liad  no  infhience  upon  tlie  action  ol"  a  Ijonid  of 
trustees  or  regents,  liad  they  acted  wisely,  and  ajjprcciaifd 
^thcwortliof  a.  musical  dejiartment  in  the  University  to  the 
state,  if  well  numaged,  even  if  their  early  musical  edu  cation 
had  been  sadly  neglected.  At  this  time,  as  during  tlie  i)ast 
fewycars,the  normal  department,  even,  is  destitute  of  music- 
al instruction,  and  the  score  or  more  of  graduates  who  go  out 
into  the  state  annual!}',  as  teachers  of  the  youth,  are  as  ill- 
prepared  to  instruct  in  singing  as  thepupilsare  before  whom 
they  stand.  In  this  particular  the  Iowa  State  Universit}'  is 
not  doing  justice  to  the  people. 

At  the  close  of  this  (fifth)  session  of  the  Academy  of 
Music,  the  principal  presented  a  diploma  of  graduation  to 
Miss  Annie  E.  Cotton,  of  Pella,  Iowa,  and  to  Miss  Nellie  V. 
Hutchinson,  of  Iowa  City.  Certificates  of  proficiency  were 
also  issued  to  other  students. 

-Although  several  other  similar  enterprises  of  the  kind 
have  been  inaugurated  in  Iowa,  at  various  points,  including 
Davenport,  Council  Blufis,  Mount  Pleasant,  etc.,  yet  none 
have  met  with  the  success  that  has  attended  the  Iowa  Stiite 
ITormal  Academy  of  ]^Iusic. 

Considering  how  little  attention  is  paid  to  art  and  music 
in  a  new  section  of  the  country,  the  condition  of  the  finances 
during  the  past  few^  years  in  the  w^est,  the  success  of  the 
Normal  Academy  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory 
—  almost  unprecedented. 

Recapitulation.  — Attendance  in  1867,  105  ;  in  18G8,  107  ; 
in  1869,  140;  in  1870,  128  ;  in  1871,  130. 

Classical  Works  Perfornted. —  Session  of  1867,  Haydn's 
"  Creation;  "  of  1868,  Mendelssohn's     Hymn  of  Praise  ;  " 
of  1869,  Handel's  "  Messiah  ;  "  of  1870,  Rosini's  "  Stabat 
•  19 
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Mater,"  Mozart's  "  Twi'Iflli  Mans  ;  "  on871,  iMcndel.ssolm'H 
"Elijah."  Ill  addition  many  scdijctions  I'loin  oilier  oj-atoi-ios 
and  from  operas  were  studied,  and  i^iven  at  })uldic  concerts. 

The  students  of  the  Academy  at  their  last  meeting  unani- 
mously adopted  tlie  followiiii;- : — 

JResoh'cd,  That  we  cxtentl  our  thanks  to  Prof.  II.  S.  Per- 
kins, principal,  and  to  his  al)le  assistants,  Professors  J ule  E. 
Perkins  and  Otto  Schmidt,  and  Miss  .\hiry  E.  Gihhs,  for 
their  untiring  devotion  to  us  while  jtui-suing  our  studies 
under  their  direction. 

''Resolved^  That  we  recormnend  I^rof  11.  S.  Pei-kins  as  an 
able  and  skillful  manager  of  normal  music  schools,  and  as 
an  able  conductor  of  conventions  and  choral  organiza- 
tions. 

"-llesolved^  tliat  our  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  faculty 
will  go  with  them  as  we  separate." 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : — 

"Whereas,  The  Iowa  State  Xormal  Academy  of  Music,  of 
Iowa  City,  has  now  completed  its  iifth  annual  session,  for 
which  term  of  years  scholarships  were  issued  and  notes  given 
therefor,  we,  the  board  of  directors,  deem  it  fitting  to  em- 
body our  sentiments  in  the  follo^\ing  resolutions  : — 

''jResolced,  That  we,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Iowa 
State  Normal  Academy  of  Music,  take  pleasure  in  saying 
we  have  been  highly  gratified  and  pleased  with  the  success 
and  musical  numagement  of  our  Academy  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1867,  to  the  present  time,  during  Avliich  term  of 
years  it  has  been  under  the  principalship  and  musical  direc- 
tion of  H.  S.  Perkins ;  we  therefore  extend  to  Prof.  Perkins 
our  most  hearty  thanks,  accompanied  with  sentiments  of 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  and  recommend  him  cordially 
to  the  musical  world  at  large  for  his  constant  zeal,  fidelity 
andacknowledired  abilitv  in  the  musical  manaLrement  of  our 
Academy  of  Music,  which  has  thus  far  met  with  almost  un- 
precedented success. 
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Resolved^  Tlial,  as  this  Academy  is  IcL'-ally  incorjiorat'Ml 
under  llie  laws  ot*  the  state  oi'  Iowa,  and  altlifHiL^li  jivi;  an- 
nual sessions  have  expired  —  the  term  of  years  lor  which 
scholarsliips  were  issued  iiud  notes  i^iven  tluM-eforln'  ))artie.s 
receiving  said  certificates  of  seliolarsliip  —  that  we  intend  to 
provide  for  and  continue  its  annual  sessions,  and  earnestly 
solicit  that  Prof.  Perkins  continue  as  musical  director,  be- 
lieving that,  with  him  as  principal,  its  marked  success  will 
be  uninterrupted. 


KANDOM  EEOOLLEOTIONS. 


BY  HAWKINS  TAYLOR,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


T  the  first  election  under  the  territorial  organization 


jLJL.  of  Iowa  in  Lee  county,  in  1888,  the  contest  was  for 
the  location  of  the  county  seat.  Fort  ^ladison  "  and  "  an- 
ti-Fort Madison  "  — the  real  contending  points  being  Fort 
Madison  and  West  Point.  The  "Half  Breed  Tract,"  that 
figured  so  largely  in  politics  and  law  afterwards,-  was 
scarcely  taken  into  account  in  this  contest.  There  were 
few^  voters  then  in  the  district,  no  title  to  the  lands,  and  not 
much  hopes  of  there  being  any  title  to  them  soon.  The  Wis- 
consin legislature  had,  the  winter  previous,  appointed  a 
commission,  consisting  of  Edward  Tohune,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, of  Dubuque,  and  D.  T.  Brigham,  of  Wisconsin,  to  ad- 
just and  settle  the  title  to  the  lands.  This  commission  w^aa 
then  in  session  at  Montrose ;  at  least  Tohune  was  there  and 
looking  after  the  matter,  what  time  he  could  spare  from 
shaking  with  the  ague  and  protecting  himself  fi'om  the 
fieas,  a  legacy  left  that  place  Avhen  the  dragoons  went  away, 
and  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  for  many  years,  and,  for  all  I 
know,  up  to  the  present  time. 
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The  candidatoR  on  tlio  l^'ort  Madison  nidc  wwc  (lincni] 
I.  B.  Brown,  for  the  Council,  Jolm  I>ix,  .]f).s]juu  OweriH, 
Wm.  Anderson,  and  one  or  two  olljcrs  that  J  have  for^otlen 
the  names  of,  for  the  House.  On  tlie  ])art  of  the  o^ posi- 
tion, Stephen  II.  Burtis,  for  tlie  Council,  Col.  ^V^\\.  I'attci-- 
80n,  Calvin  T.  Price,  James  Brierly,  and  Ifawkins  Taylor, 
for  tlie  House  of  Bepresontatives.  Burtis  and  Jiricrly  lived 
at  Nashville,  on  the  Half  Breed  Tract,"  the  others  in 
A¥est  Point.  B.  W.  Gillock  was  a  candidate,  at  the  same 
time,  for  sherilf.  .  There  were  several  other  candidates 
against  Gillock.  Gillock,  Patterson,  and  myself  were  all 
from  the  same  section  in  Kentucky.  I  was  the  only  whig 
on  the  "West  Point  ticket.  Although  party  politics  had  no 
part  in  the  contest,  I  wrote  out  a  ilaming  circular,  promis- 
ing everything  that  I  thought  the  voters  wanted,  and  w^e  all, 
on  one  ticket,  adopted  the  circular,  hut  each  man  liis  own 
share  with  his  own  name  to  it,  the  only  diflerence  heing  in 
the  name  attached  to  it.  For  this  kind  of  handhill  much 
fun  was  made  hy  the  Fort  Madison  people.  Patterson, 
Gillock,  and  myself  made  a  canvass  of  the  "Half  Breed 
Tract,"  down  the  Mississippi  and  up  the  Des  Moines  river. 
There  were,  at  that  time,  not  more  than  one  hundred  voters 
on  the  tract,  and  at  least  eight}^  of  them  had  the  ague;  so 
that  it  w^as  almost  impossihle  to  get  anything  to  eat.  Every- 
body was  Idnd,  and  no  one  charged  for  what  they  gave  you 
— they  would  have  heen  insulted  if  you  had  offered  pay. 
One  evening,  about  sun-down,  we  got  to  old  man  Hinkle's, 
in  the  west  part  of  the  county.  We  were  nearly  starved. 
The  old  man  was  a  good,  square-set,  long,  white-bearded 
Dutchman — the  exact  counterpart  of  "Billy  Button"  ot 
that  day,  who  figured  in  all  circus  performances.  He  was 
a  new  settler,  just  starting  in  a  new  country.  He  had  a 
large  family  of  excellent  boys  and  girls,  who,  like  himself, 
were  kind,  honest,  and  industrious.  W^e  saw  a  large  num- 
ber of  well-grown  young  chickens  running  around,  and  no 
Methodist  minister  ever  enjoyed  the  sight  more  than  we 
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did;  but  at  supfxT,  'nary  chicken  inado  his  appearances. 
Gillock  at  once  Hom-cd  on  "  I>illy  nuMons,"  as  he  (juldx-d 
the  }i09t,  altliou<^'li  lie  was  a  <^()od  democrat,  and  sh(jvved 
some  inclination,  with  all  of  his  hoys,  to  vote  our  ticket.  At 
breakfast,  as  at  supper,  no  cliicken  was  visible,  but  bolh 
meals  consisted  of  milk  and  corn-bread.  I  do  not  think 
that  Gillock  ever  thought  of  that  night  without  using  bad 
language.  Our  ticket  was  elected,  with  the  cxccqjtion  of 
Burtis,  who  was  defeated  by  Brown. 

Gillock  was  a  curious  character.  No  man  ever  asked 
him  for  a  favor  that  he  did  not  grant,  if  he  could;  yet  there 
was  nothing  reckless  that  he  did  not  do.  As  sheriff,  lie  was 
collector  of  taxes,  and  was  never  known  to  refuse  ^iixes 
when  offered.  As  there  was  no  title  to  the  Half  Breed  lands, 
and  a  law  of  the  legislature  made  the  payment  of  taxes  a 
sort  of  squatter's  right  to  the  land,  he  w^as  very  successful 
in  collecting  the  tax;  in  one  case,  he  was  known  to  receive 
the  taxes  on  one  quarter  section  of  land,  adjoining  Keokuk, 
from  seven  different  persons.  At  that  time,  each  quarter 
section  w^as  taxed  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  without  refer- 
ence to  location  or  value. 

On  one  occasion,  while  in  St.  Louis,  and  out  of  funds  (a 
not  uncommon  occurrence  with  him),  many  years  before 
there  was  any  railroad  to  that  city,  when  all  the  travel  was 
by  steamboat,  Gillock  saw  an  Ohio  river  boat  about  leaving, 
crowded  with  deck  passengers.  He  went  on  board,  with 
his  memorandum  book  in  hand,  and  collected  thirtv-ei^rht 
dollars  passage  mone\^  from  the  passengers,  assuming  to  be 
the  clerk  of  the  boat. 

On  another  occasion,  while  going  from  court  at  West 
Point  to  Fort  Madison,  with  several  chums,  he  overtook 
some  movers  going  back  to  the  Indians.  They  had  moved 
out  the  year  before  and  settled  on  the  Des  Z^Ioines  river,  but 
had  had  the  "ager,"  and  were  now  going  back.  Gillock 
and  his  party  were  in  a  jolly  mood,  and,  after  passing  the 
wagons  a  short  distance,  they  overtook  a  couple  who  ap- 
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poured  very  loviii*^.  Gillock  at  on<,-o  hjiw  a  cliance  for  Home 
fun,  and  got  ort'his  lior.so  and  walked  aloni^  with  tlieia,  soon 
learnini;  that  tliey  belonii;t'd  to  tlio  outfit  and  wanted  to  ;^et 
married.  Gillock  told  them  that  it  was  most  fortunate  tliat 
tliey  had  met  him,  as  he  was  the  man  tliat  attended  to  all 
sueh  matters,  and  instructed  them  to  have  the  families  camp 
below  town,  and  <j^o  themselves  to  Mrs.  Knap[)'8  tavern,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  he.  would  get  the  license  and  meet 
them  at  the  hotel,  where  he  w^ould  marry  them.  In  due 
time  the  couple  arrived  at  the  hotel,  wdiere  Gillock  and  a 
few^  of  liis  set  met  them,  and  married  them  with  gr^^at 
solemnity.  The  next  morning  the  newly  married  pair 
joined  their  friends  and  went  on  to  the  "Indians,"  as  well 
married  as  anybody,  if  they  never  heard  to  the  contrary. 
Gillock  and  his  friends  Avent  back  to  AVest  Point  to  court 
the  next  day,  full  of  the  joke,  but  the  next  morning  the 
grand  jury  made  the  joke  a  bitter  one  by  returning  to  court 
a  bill  of  indictment  against  Gillock,  for  assuming  to  marry 
people  for  fun.  Gillock  was  at  once  put  on  trial,  and,  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  was  in  real  trouble.  Big  drops 
of  sw^eat  rolled  down  his  cheeks  while  the  trial  progressed. 
The  penalty  was  imprisonment  for  five  years  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, but  the  jury  acquitted  him,  and  so  he  escaped,  thank- 
ful to  the  hard  law  for  his  acquittal.  Soon  after,  this  he 
went  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  kept  hotel  there,  where  he  died. 

The  "Half  Breed  Tract"  brought  Ed.  Johnston  to  Iowa, 
and  in  looking  back  over  the  thirty-five  years  since  I  first 
met  him,  there  is  no  one  that  I  think  has  seen  so  much  of 
the  best  side  of  life  as  he  has,  and  no  one  is  better  entitled 
to  such  erijoyment.  Politically,  always  on  the  wrong  side, 
but  ahvays  in  the  joUiest  and  best  natured  way  in  the  world, 
he  saw  and  enjoyed  a  joke,  and  enjoyed  it  equally  well  if  at 
the  expense  of  his  own  party,  and  w-hen  in  olfice  he  was 
everything  that  an  officer  should  be.  WHien  he  was  com- 
missioner to  settle  the  title  to  the  "Half  Breed  Tract,"  he 
boarded  at  "Sweet  AVilliam's,"  in  Montrose.    "Sweet  Wil- 
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Ham"  hud,  as  nian-of-all-Avoi'k,  an  old  soldier  of  nevcral  en- 
listments, wlio  liad  enjoyed  niucli  pious  instruction  jind  was 
piously  inclined,  but  tlie  tlesh  was  too  niucli  lor  liini  at 
times,  Ed.  bargained  with  liim,  for  fifty  cents  a  week,  not 
to  steal  anything  from  him,  and  ho  sacredly  kept  the  pledge. 
This  compromise  arrangement  of  the  Judge  is  the  key  to 
his  success  since. 

At  one  time,  when  tlierc  was  an  effort  to  divide  Lee 
county,  the  people  of  Fort  Madison  sent  General  Brown, 
among  otliers,  down  to  Keokuk  to  get  up  a  healthy  senti- 
ment against  the  measure.  They  stopped  at  the  "Box 
Trap,"  kept,  and  well  kept,  by  my  noble  friend  and  prince 
of  hotel-keepers,  L.  B.  Fleak.  The  ''Box  Trap"  was  on 
the  side  hill,  below  Alain  street.  Brown  and  his  parly  were 
put  in  an  upper  front  room.  It  was  in  the  dead  of  winter, 
the  river  was  frozen  over  solid,  and  the  night  still,  bright, 
and  clear.  Brown  and  friends,  joined  by  others  of  Keokuk, 
had  some  red-eye,  and  enjoyed  a  social  game  of  euchre. 
Towards  midnight.  Brown  said  he  felt  like  hallooing;  the 
party  said  if  he  wanted  to  halloo,  to  "go  it."  So  he  raised 
the  sash,  stuck  out  his  head,  and  gave  several  Indian  yells 
that  waked  the  town,  if  not  the  people  in  Warsaw,  Illinois. 
Fleak,  who  had  gone  to  bed,  came  rusliing  up  to  see  what 
was  the  matter,  but  all  was  serene  in  the  room.  Brown,  in 
his  politest  mood,  asked  pardon,  and  Fleak  went  to  bed. 
Very  soon  the  General  said  he  felt  like  giving  them  anotlier 
sample  of  the  war  whoop  ;  the  party  again  advised  him  to 
whoop,  and  he  again  gave  the  Indian  yell.  Fleak  again 
made  his  appearance,  when  the  General  made  his  politest 
bow,  asked  pardon,  and  Fleak  again  returned  to  bed.  Very 
soon  the  General  insisted  that  he  felt  like  saving  the 
Camanche  war  whoop;  the  party  said  they  Avould  be  de- 
lighted to  hear  him,  and  the  window  was  raised  and  the 
Camanche  war  whoop  given.  Fleak  again  appeared  at  the 
door,  and  Brown  was  politer  than  ever;  but  this  time  Fleak 
told  him  that  he  kept  a  quiet  house,  and  would  not  allow 
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any  (listiirl)anco  in  it.  The  General  fully  en(U)rse(l  all  that 
lie  Baid  in  j)raise  ofliis  liouse,  and  l^'lcnk  went  to  hcd  aL'":iin. 
Very  soon  tlie  (icMieral  insisted  that  Ik;  had  n(;t  done  the 
Canianclie  justice,  and  must  try  it  over;  the  party  insisted 
on  hearinii;  him,  and  the  yidl,  with  all  of  the  variations,  was 
given.  Fleak  attain  appeared,  this  time  to  notif}'  tlie  Gen- 
eral that  his  horse  would  he  at  the  door,  saddled,  within  a 
fewminntes.  The  General  thanked  liim  politely,  and,  with 
his  companions,  was  soon  on  his  way,  at  thr(ie  o'clo<-k  in 
the  mornin<i;,  to  "llog  Thief  lIoUow,"  a  few  miles  from 
Keokuk. 


HON.  TEEODOEE  S.  PARYIN. 


THE  chiselled  marble,  the  unhewn  granite,  —  nay,  "  the 
everlasting  hills"  themselves,  crumble  at  the  touch  of 
Time,  and  the  face  of  all  nature  obeys  the  law  of  Change 
impressed  upon  it  b}^  the  w^earing  friction  of  time.  It  may 
take  a  decade  or  two  to  wear  out  the  letters  cut  by  fame  or 
affection  on  the  polished  gravestone,  a  century  to  crumble 
the  granite  in  the  virgin  soil,  or  a  millennium  of  time  to 
level  the  mountain ;  but  the  features  of  man,  varying  with 
each  breath  of  emotion,  like 

 *'the  shade 

By  the  Ught,  quivering  aspen  made," 

will  register  by  their  changes  the  flight  of  days,  and  some- 
times even  of  momt-nts,  and  when  a  short  fraction  of  a  cen- 
tury is  gone,  his  face  is  no  longer  the  same,  but  another. 

Rummaging  lately  among  the  literary  relics  of  a  by-gone 
day,  we  accidentally  fell  upon  the  engraving  we  present  (all 
unbeknownst"  to  the  original)  ^\ath  this  number,  and 
which  is  an  excellent  portrait  of  Hon.  Theodore  S.  Parvin, 
as  he  appeared  in  the  year  1848,  but  bearing  but  a  slight 
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resemblance  to  him  as  he  looks  to-duy,  for  tho  siinpltj  rea- 
Boii  that  time  has  made  no  exception  in  his  case  in  the  un- 
alterable law  of  change,  as  applied  to  all  terrestrial  nature. 

Theodore  Sutton  Tarvin  was  born  January  15,  1817,  in 
Cumberland  county,  New  Jersey.  Ilis  father  loved  "the 
blue  above,  and  the  blue  beneath,"  and  in  his  younger  days 
was  a  seafaring  man,  and  was  the  commander  of  a  vessel 
for  a  number  of  years.  ,  As  his  father's  calling  took  him 
much  from  home,  the  early  training  of  Theodore  fell  main- 
ly to  his  mother,  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  of  the  Presby- 
terian faith. 

In  November,  1829,  he  removed  with  his  father's  family 
to  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  entered 
Woodward  College,  at  that  place,  where  he  soon  distanced 
all  competitors,  especially  lea^^ng  some  of  the  foremost  a 
long  way  behind  in  mathematics.  In  the  fall  of  1833,  hav- 
ing successfully  and  meritoriously  passed  through  the  col- 
lege course,  he  commenced  to  be  "learned  in  the  law"  with 
the  Hon.  Timothy  Walker,  afterward  judge  of  the  superior 
court,  who  then  occupied  a  corresponding  sphere  in  the 
field  of  legal  education  in  Ohio  to  that  at  present  held  by 
Chancellor  Hammond  in  Iowa.  That  is  to  say,  a  young 
"lawyer  was  hardly  supposed  to  be  well  started  there  with- 
out having  had  the  benefit  of  Judge  Walker's  preceptorial 
counsel,  as  few  here  have  the  temerity  to  venture  from  the 
leading-strings  of  Blackstone  till  properly  balanced  by  the 
practical  illustrations  of  Judge  Hammond.  Uniting  the 
benefits  of  ofiice  study  with  the  more  illustrative  teachings 
of  the  school,  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1837,  and  immediately  admitted 
to  practice. 

In  the  spring  of  1838  Robert  Lucas,  who  had  been  gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  was  appointed  by  President  Van  Buren  gov- 
ernor of  the  young  territory  of  Iowa.  Lucas,  on  his  way 
from  his  home  in  the  interior  of  Ohio  to  assume  his  new 
office,  tarried  a  while  in  Cincinnati  to  purchase  a  territorial 
20 
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library,  and,  as  may  In;  su]){)()S('(l,  to  restock  his  carpet-sack 
witli  sliirts  and  collai-s;  loi'  Iowa  was  then  in  the  lar,  unciM'- 
tain,  and  iinculli\'aled  ^Vest,  as  distant  Ironi  liaber(Ja.slH*rs 
and  gentk'nien's  i'urnisking  estal^lisliincnts  as  from  \)(H)k- 
Btores  and  libraries.  Of  course  the  old  and  new  governor 
had  friends  in  the  metropolis  of  Ohio,  and  was  a  lion  among 
them.  At  the  tea-table  of  a  mutual  friend  the  Governor 
(one  of  wliose  ])ractical  mottoes  through  life  evei-  was,  that 
"the  first  impulse  was  the  best,  and  the  iirst  decision  most 
correct)  met  young  Parvin,  and  was  so  struck  with  the  man- 
ners and  conversation  of  the  youth  tliat  lie  nominated  him 
oft-hand  as  his  chief-of-staif,  like  JN'apoleon  ])romoting  a  sol- 
dier for  good  behavior  on  tlie  field  of  battle.  Parvin  ac- 
cepted the  post  of  private  secretary,  and  accompanied  the 
Governor  to  Burlington,  then  the  temporary  capital  of  Iowa. 
The  stern  Governor,  from  that  day  to  his  death,  never  re- 
gretted having  chosen  the  stripling  lawyer  as  his  confiden- 
tial secretary,  and  never  faltered  or  wavered  in  his  affection 
for  him.  He  retained  the  office  of  Governor's  secretary 
until  the  Governor  promoted  him  to  that  of  prosecuting  at- 
torney for  one  of  three  districts  into  which  Iowa  was  then 
divided,  when  Parvin  took  up  his  residence  at  Muscatine, 
at  that  time  known  as  Bloomington.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  he  resigned  the  position  of  prosecuting  attorney,  to 
be  elected  for  three  consecutive  terms  judge  of  the  probate 
court.  Previous  to  this  he  had  held  the  office  of  secretary 
of  the  legislative  council,  during  the  session  of  1840-41. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  United  States  District  Court 
for  the  district  of  Iowa,  Judge  Parvin  was  appointed  its 
clerk,  a  position  he  held  for  ten  years,  embracing  the  entire 
term  of  Judge  Dyer's  service,  and  until  the  latter's  death, 
in  1855. 

In  1856,  Judge  Parvin  was  elected  register  of  the  state 
land  office,  and  therefore,  in  the  second  year  of  Judge  Love's 
term  on  the  United  States  District  Bench,  he  resigned  the 
clerkship  of  that  court. 
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Indohtod  to  tho  pii])lic  school  system  of  Oliio  for  a  li})f;ral 
education,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Parvin  has  always  hccn 
an  entliusiast  in  tlio  cause  of  public  educati(Mi.  Re  brout^lit 
order  to  the  free  schools  of  Muscatine  out  of  chaos,  when 
the  present  school  code  was  adopted  in  Towa,  serving  as 
president  of  tlie  school  hoard  of  that  city. 

At  tlie  initial  steps  for  tlie  organization  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, in  1854,  the  legi statu i-e  recognized  the  value  of  his 
counsel  and  experience  in  educational  affairs  by  electing  him 
one  of  its  trustees,  lie  was  again  elected  trustee  by  tlie 
board  of  education  in  1858,  but  resigned  the  next  year,  upon 
his  election  as  "  Curator  and  Librarian,"  a  comi)Ound  title, 
whicli  was  accompanied  by  all  the  powers  of  president  of 
the  university  except  the  use  of  the  title,  just  as  ''Lord  Pro- 
tector" meant  king  with  Cromwell.  But  at  the  end  of  1859 
a  president  ck  nomine  as  well  as  de  facto  was  ap]~)ointed,  and 
Mr.  Parvin  exchanged  the  title  of  "  Curator  and  Librarian  " 
for  that  of  "Professor  of  N'atural  History,"  which  chair  he 
held  for  eight  years.  We  find  him,  during  his  univcrsit}^ 
career,  at  different  times  filling  various  chairs — those  of 
Geology,  Physical  Geography,  Botany,  Physiology,  Zoology, 
Meteorology,  and  Political  Economy — besides  teaching  such 
branches  as  Ancient  iind  Modern  History,  Ancient  Geo- 
graphy, History  of  Modern  Civilization,  &c.,  which  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  considered  sufficiently  abstruse  of  them- 
selves to  entitle  the  teacher  thereof  to  the  title  of  professor. 
Sometimes  he  filled  two  or  three  chairs  at  a  time;  for  when- 
ever a  chair  was  temporarily  vacant,  tlirough  sickness  or 
unavoidable  absence  of  its  proper  occupant,  the  professor 
whose  varied  information  supplied  every  deficiency  was  at 
hand,  and  the  constant  vv^ord  was,  "Send  for  Par\'in." 

Political  Economy  was  the  last  chair  filled  by  Prof.  Par- 
vin. Pending  tlie  general  election  of  1870,  party  rancor 
was  more  tlian  usually  developed  in  the  political  canvass  at 
the  seat  of  the  university  (which  is  putting  it  in  quite  the 
superlative  degree),  and  the  bitterness  then  and  there  en- 
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gendered  was  blown  over  tlic  old  Ijoard  U-hcm  (lor  tliis  was 
before  our  iron  ix^^a  of  university  fences)  wliiclj  Ukmi  sliut  out 
the  common  herd  from  the  university  campus.  Rome  of 
the  board  of  trustees  seem  to  have  decided  that,  since  poli- 
tics raged  so  uproariously  outside  the  university,  th<^y  would 
henceforth  have  none  within,  and,  on  an  extravaLfant  im- 
pulse, voted  away  the  chair  and  the  professor  of  i'olitical 
Economy. 

Since  tliat  time  Prof.  Parvin  has  devoted  hims(;lf  almost 
exclusively  to  the  promotion  and  extension  of  the  nmsonic 
order,  of  which  we  may  say  he  was  the  founder  in  Iowa, 
having  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  first  lodge,  and  of 
which  he  was  for  a  long  time  the  chief  officer.  For  twenty- 
nine  years,  and  ever  since  its  institution,  lie  lias  been  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  except  one  year, 
when  he  was  nominally  relieved  of  this  duty  to  enable  him 
to  be  elevated  to  the  more  exalted,  but  not  more  responsi- 
ble, office  of  Grand  Master.  Since  early  manhood  he  has 
been  a  zealous  devotee  of  ^lasonry,  shirking  no  labor, 
shrinking  from  no  responsibility,  evading  no  duty,  which 
the  yows  of  that  order  impose  on  its  most  exalted  members. 
To  recount  the  offices  he  has  held,  and  the  honors  he  has 
won  in  Freemasonry,  would  be  but  little  short  of  writing  a 
history  of  the  order  in  Iowa. 

In  May,  1843,  Prof.  Parvin  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes 
McCully.  They  have  six  children,  two  daughters  and  four 
sons,  the  elder  daughter  and  eldest  son  being  married. 
The  elder  dau2:hter  was  one  of  the  first  three  ladies  to  take 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  state  university,  and,  so  far  as  we 
know,  they  were  the  first  females  to  take  this  degree  in  the 
United  States. 

In  1850,  Prof.  Parvin  united  with  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  which  body  he  is  as  honored  and  useful  as  in  any  other 
walk  of  life.  For  long  years  he  was  the  superintendent  of 
the  Presbyterian  Sunday  School  in  Muscatine,  and  when  he 
removed  his  residence  to  Iowa  City  the  same  position  was 
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thrust  upon  liim  here,  jmd  lii;  holds  it  Htill,  }jy  \  irtu(;  oi'  tljo 
relentl(!8s  decrees  of  piiRtor,  elders,  and  scliohirs. 

Besides  actin<j^  aa  an.oilicer  in  tlie  school  Ijoai-d  of  fowa 
City,  Prof.  Parvin  served  for  a  sliort  time  as  superintendent 
of  schools  for  Johnson  county,  to  wliich  oilif-e  he  was  elected, 
without  solicitation,  hy  his  political  o|')])on('nts,  wliich  is  a 
tril)ute  to  worth  the  simple  statement  of  which  is  more  val- 
uable than  a  studied  euloi>y,  pronounced  in  the  most  honeyed 
rhetoric.  While  serving  as  superintendent,  his  visits  h-nt 
new  attractions  to  the  school  room.  The  little  o^irls  and 
boys  would  carry  to  their  parents  at  home  tlie  pleasant  words 
of  encouragement  that  Mr.  Parvin  said,  and  be  anxious  to 
hear  him  again. 

Prof.  Parvin  was  one  of  the  institutors  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society,  in  January,  1857,  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  first  and  subsequent  boards  of  curators,  until  December, 
1863,  when  he  was  elected  corresponding  secretary,  to  which 
latter  office  he  was  re-elected  in  1864  —  his  second  term  ex- 
piring in  December,  1865.  In  1865  he  was  again  elected  a 
member  of  the  board  of  curators,  and  in  1866  one  of  the 
vice  presidents  of  the  society.  During  the  two  years  he  was 
corresponding  secretary  he  edited  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  and 
'the  popularity  of  the  ^vork  when  in  his  hands  is  best  told  by 
stating  the  fact  that  two  of  tlie  eight  numbers  issT"|ed  by  him 
are  held  at  a  premium  of  three  dollars  a  copy,  and  are  un- 
purchasable  at  that.  He  has  always  been,  since  its  estab- 
lishment, an  active  friend  and  liberal  benefactor  of  the  so- 
ciety— the  number  and  value  of  his  gifts  to  it  far  exceeding 
those  of  all  other  contributors. 

Prof.  Parvin's  residence  has  been  in  Iowa  City  since  1860. 
He  has  an  elegant  "cottage  by  the''  —  Iowa  river  and  the 
railroad  track.  The  murmurs  of  the  river  floating  on  the 
still  summer  evening  air  probably  inclines  one  to  poesy,  l)ut 
the  engine  bell  ding-donging  through  the  middle  of  a  live 
o'clock  morning  slumber  would  most  likely  give  occasion, 
in  a  profane  temperament,  for  the  harshest  kind  of  prose. 
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Here,  aiTiid  domcRtic  quiet,  williin  }i(;;iriii'_^  of  tlie  cjirelesft 
wlii.stle  of'tlie  oriole  on  the  one  liand,  luid  the  hiizz  of  city 
coiiniieree  on  the  other,  surrounded  hy  leu-rjiecs  of  hooks, 
Prof.  J*arvin  dovote^^  hiniscll"  to  the  eodection  of  matcriaU 
for  history,  and  (h'ive^^  a  I'acile  [)en  in  end)odyini;;  the  n-eords 
of  ancient  Masonry  and  in  the  editorial  conduct  of  The  Eccr- 
grcen. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  said,  Prof  Par\nn 
has  an  enii;aginp;  presence  and  winning  manners,  and  is  not 
deficient  in  the  attributes  necessary  for  a  successful  i>arty 
manager,  which  he  would  have  been  had  he  devoted  more 
time  to  politics  and  less  to  science.  In  early  life  an  acci- 
dent entailed  upon  him  permanent  lamoiess,  which  turned 
his  inclinations  away  from  outside  sports  and  out  of  door 
occupations  toward  the  cultivation  of  letters  and  the  study 
of  books.  It  is  thus  that  what  appear  at  the  time  the  great- 
est misfortunes  and  calamities,  are  often,  under  Heaven, 
converted  into  blessings  for  us,  and  the  sources  of  happiness. 

These  are  but  a  few  notes  in  the  life  of  a  useful  public 
man,  whose  name  has  been  familiar  to  the  people  of  Iowa, 
in  politics,  in  religion,  in  educational  affairs,  and  in  benevo- 
lent enterprise,  from  her  earliest  settlement  to  the  present 
time.  As  he  is  but  little  past  the  meridian  of  life,  his  record 
is  as  yet  incomplete,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  long  extension 
of  his  life  will  afford  many  incidents  and  events  worthy  the 
attention  of  his  future  biographer,  who  will  also  have  to 
supply  many  omissions  by  the  present  writer. 


VAN  BUEEN  COUNTY. 


THE  old  settlers  of  Van  Bui-eu  county  recently  eifected 
a  permanent  organization,  under  the  following  con- 
stitution:— 

AiiTiCLE  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  "Pioneer 
Association  of  Van  lUiren  county,  Iowa." 
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Art.  11.  All  persons  may  bccoino  mriiihcrs  oflliis  a-^.so- 
ciatioii  wlio  selllcd  in  lliis  county  piior  io  the  first  day  ot" 
JaTHiiiry,  184'2,  and  have  remained  liere  ever  sinee,  njion 
payment  to  tlie  treasurer  of  fifty  cents,  and  registering  liis 
name  with  the  secretary  of  tliis  association. 

Art.  ]JI.  Tlie  wile,  cliildren,  and  descendants  in  tlie 
direct  line,  males  and  females,  of  pioneers,  are  honorary 
members  of  this  association. 

Art.  IV.  The  ofHcers  of  tliis  association  shall  be  a  presi- 
dent, vice  president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  one  director 
in  each  township,  all  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
control  of  the  society,  with  power  to  fix  tlie  time  and 
place  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  association,  make 
by-laws,  call  special  meetings,  and  generally  to  do  such 
things  as  may  be  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  the 
association;  and  the  first  election  of  ofHcers  sliall  be  made 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  there- 
after at  the  regular  annual  meeting  in  each  year. 

Art.  Y.  Any  five  of  the  above  ofhcers  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  transact  business. 

Art.  VI.  The  secretary  shall  keep  the  records  of  the  so- 
ciety in  a  book  or  books,  to  be  pro\^ded  therefor;  the  treas- 
urer shall  receive  and  pay  out  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
society  on  the  order  of  the  president,  countersigned^  by  the 
secretary,  and  keep  an  account  of  the  moneys  received  or 
so  paid  out. 

Art.  YH.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any 
regular  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members  present ;  or  by  a  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present,  if  notice  of  the  proposed 
amendment  has  been  embodied  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

Art.  VIII.  That  pioneer  settlers  residing  in  other  coun- 
ties of  the  state  shall  be  honorary  members  of  this  associa- 
tion, and  are  cordially  invited  to  partici})ate  and  co-operate 
with  this  association  in  forwarding  its  objects. 


IGO 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[aI'IIIL, 


EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 


 It  is  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  editor  of  tlie  Annai.s,  us  well  as  to 

the  author  of  the  article  on  "the  Iowa  State  Normal  Academy  of  Musi(r/' 
begun  in  the  ])revious  and  com])leted  in  this  number,  to  say  that  "the 
.secretary,"  by  whom  it  was  written,  is  the  former  secretary  of  the 
"Musical  Academy,"  and  not  the  secretary  of  the  Historical  .Society,  as 
some  liave  supposed. 

 Hon.  S.  C.  Hastings,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  is  published  in  tiiis 

number,  removed  to  Califijrnia  in  the  last  year  of  his  term  of  oflice  as 
Chief  Justice  of  Iowa,  and  in  a  few  nKjnths  afterwards  became  the  Chief 
Justice  of  California.  Thus  he  was  Chief  Justice  of  two  states  in  the 
same  calendar  year — a  fact  probably  unique  in  the  judicial  history  of 
the  country. 

 We  have  received  from  Mr.  W.  L.  Palmer,  the  compiler,  a  "His- 
tory of  Clarksville,  Butler  County,  Iowa,"  which  gives,  in  the  form  of  a 
small  pamphlet,  information  concerning  the  chief  natural  n^sources  of 
that  county,  short  pen  portraits  of  her  early  settlers,  the  names  of  those 
who  enlisted  from  Butler  county  during  the  rebellion,  some  account  of 
the  Indian  scare  of  1854,  and  other  matters  of  interest.  We  hope  to 
quote  from  it  more  fully  in  a  future  number. 

 The  prospectus  of  tlie  Iou)a  Progress,  the  oflicial  organ  of  the 

State  Board  of  Immigration,  a  new  sixteen-page  quarto  monthly,  promis- 
ing the  first  ajipearance  of  the  work  at  Des  Moines  on  the  1st  of  June, 
has  been  received. 

 We  think  we  detect  the  graceful  pen  of  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Tuthill  in 

'"'^ Antiquary's"  papers,  in  course  of  publication  in  the  Cedar  Post.  Judge, 
"why  do  you  tarry,  and  why  do  you  stay,"  when  our  readers  are  yearn- 
ing for  your  sketches?  " 

 Gen.  Jonathan  Emerson  Fletcher  died  near  Muscatine,  April 

6, 1872,  aged  66  years.  He  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  but  settled  in  ]Mus- 
catine  county  as  early  as  1S38.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
framed  the  old  constitution  of  the  state,  and  was  appointed  Indian  Agent 
for  the  Winnebagoes  by  Pre.sident  Polk,  and  held  that  post  for  seven 
years.  We  hope  to  publish  a  more  extended  notice  of  his  career  in 
another  number. 

 The  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  present  number  is  provoking,  but, 

as  in  the  case  of  a  railroad  accident,  or  steamboat  explosion,  "  no  one  is 
to  blame."  Explanations  and  apologies  would  be  to  no  })urpose.  So  all 
we  can  .say  is,  look  out  for  the  July  number  in  better  season. 

 It  is  hoped  that  every  subscriber  will  respond  promptly  to  the 

polite  dun  which  will  go  to  each  who  has  not  already  paid  for  1872.  The 
Annals  has  reached  a  point  in  its  history  when  its  revenue  must  at  least 
equal  the  cost  of  its  own  printing. 
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Proin  a  Private  Diary* 


[Continued  from  page  96.] 

THE  country  around  the  town  of  Fairfield  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  Indians  until  the  25th  of  October, 

1838. 

In  the  spring  of  1841,  when  the  writer  of  these  lines 
came  to  Fairfield,  the  population  of  tlie  town  was  one 
hundred  and  ten,  and  of  the  county  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty.  The  boudary  line  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try was  only  eight  miles  west  of  the  town ;  and  there  was 
scarcely  a  day  that  the  red  men  were  not  in  the  place.  At 
that  time  there  was  a  snudl,  two  -  story,  frame  building 
erected  by  the  county,  for  a  court  house ;  but  not  a  church 
or  school  house  in  the  whole  county.  There  were  two  tav- 
erns, three  stores,  and  two  drinking  saloons ;  but  all  bus- 
iness was  conducted  on  a  small  scale.  Most  of  the  inhab- 
itants were  those  accustomed  to  frontier  life :  unpolished  in 
21 
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tlioir  Hiixiiiiers,  l)ut  possessed  of  kind  leoliii^s  and  nr)i»lo 
and  <^cnerou.s  liciirts.  Evoryhody  was  on  an  equality,  kind 
and  liospitablo  to  cacli  ollu-r;  wliicli,  witli  the  seenes  ol*  a 
new  country,  made  tlie  time  pans  oil*  ratlier  pleapantly. 

Immediately  aftci-  the  ^vhites  were  permitted  to  ta]v(;  pos- 
session of  tliis  locality,  Henry  ]>.  ISTatson  made  a  claim  to 
tlie  public  lands  npon  which  th(;  town  of  Fairliehl  was  laid 
out.  Natson  being  a  single  man,  the  first  winter  kept 
bachelor's  hall,  spending,  most  of  his  evenings  solitary  and 
alone,  with  no  neighbors  nearer  than  five  or  six  miles. 
Natson  for  several  years  Avas  a  prominent  man  in  the  coun- 
ty, kind-hearted  and  of  a  generous  turn  ;  but  he  moved  to 
anotlier  place  and  was  forgotten. 

Immediately  after  the  toAvn  was  located,  William  Huston 
came  to  the  place  with  a  stock  of  goods,  and  for  some  time 
he  was  the  sole  merchant  and  land-lord  in  the  town,  and 
^  the  post  master  for  all  the  country  west  of  Henry  county. 
Huston  brought  with  him  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  H.  Gray,  who,  for  a  while,  acted  as  his  clerk,  but 
afterwards  studied  the  legal  profession  —  was  the  first  law 
student  in  the  county,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841. 
He  was  possessed  of  easy  and  agreeable  manners,  well  cal- 
culated to  suit  himself  to  wliatever  company  he  might 
chance  to  meet,  and  Was  generally  beloved  and  respected  by- 
all  who  knew  him.  He  professed  to  be  an  infidel  in  his 
religious  doctrine,  and  to  believe  that  death  was  an  eternal 
sleep,  and  when  man  closed  his  earthly  career  that  was  the 
end  of  him.  He  was  fond  of  discussing  his  religious 
notions,  and  was  apparently  sincere  in  what  he  advocated, 
though  he  \vas  not  obtrusive  in  his  views,  and  willing  to 
concede  to  others  the  right  to  their  religious  sentiments. 
In  his  politics  he  was  a  whig;  but,  in  those  days,  the  dem- 
ocrats had  the  ascendency.  He  was  several  times  a 
candidate  for  office,  and  always  run  ahead  of  his  party  vote, 
but  never  was  elected.  He  was  possessed  of  a  keen,  active 
mind,  but  had  rather  delicate  physical  functions,  and  his 
constitution  could  not  endure  hardships.    As  soon  as  he 
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commenced  pructiciiii^  jis  u  liiwyer  lie  got  l)uflineH8,  and 
WJXB  successful  with  liis  cases,  luid  but  lV;\v  youuLf  men  rose 
faster,  or  stood  higher  in  his  profession,  than  Gray  di<]  at 
his  age. 

In  tlic  early  days  of  Iowa,  it  was  the  custom  of  most  of 
the  lawyers  of  talent  to  travel  and  attend  all  the  courts  of 
their  district.  In  the  spring  of  18-18,  Gray  and  myself 
started  around  the  district.  At  that  time  all  who  travelled 
our  district  were  young  men,  full  of  sport,  and,  when  not  • 
occupied  in  business,  ready  to  engage  in  anything  for 
amusement.  This  spring  their  hilarities  were  carried  to 
an  unusual  extent,  and,  in  some  instances,  whisky  was  used 
to  an  immoderate  de^-ree. 

o 

Gray  had  a  Large  amount  of  business,  and  worked  hard 
for  his  clients;  was  up  at  late  liours,  and  frequently  had  lit- 
tle or  no  sleep  during  the  night.  This  was  more  than  his 
constitution  could  bear;  the  result  was,  he  came  home  with 
impaired  health,  and  was  soon  brought  to  a  sick-bed,  from 
which  he  never  got  up.  Gray  had  no  relations  in  the  w^est, 
but  he  had  many  friends  who  attended  to  his  wants,  and  he 
suffered  for  nothino;  that  could  be  done  for  him.  The  dis- 
ease  continued  its  ravages  upon  his  system,  until  the  physi- 
cians regarded  his  case  critical,  and  he  became  conscious  he 
might  not  get  well.  I  was  sitting  by  his  bed-side,  to 
attend  to  his  wants,  no  one  else  in  the  room,  when  Gray 
fastened  his  eyes,  glassy  from  the  near  approach  of  death, 
with,  a  steady  and  fixed  gaze  upon  me,  expressive  of  deep 
thought  and  intense  feeling,  with  an  earnestness  that  was 
unpleasant,  and  to  avert  the  gaze,  I  got  up  and  walked 
about  the  room — but  this  did  not  avert  his  piercing  stare, 
but  made  it  more  intent.  I  returned  to  my  seat  and  said : 
"  Tom,  is  there  anything  I  can  do  for  you  ?  "  when,  with  a 
low,  shrill  voice,  with  a  death  -  rattle  in  his  throat,  he 
replied :  "  You  are  a  picture  of  health.  Oh!  that  I  were 
as  well  as  you  are!  I  must  die!"  These  words  were 
spoken  with  a  tone  and  emphasis  that  sent  a  thrill  through 
my  heart,  and,  before  I  was  aware,  the  big  tears  were  trick- 
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ling  <lown  my  clieok.  A  lew  hours  aller  lie  closed  his 
earthly  career  —  he  was  no  more,  (^ray  was  young;  with 
health,  he  had  hright  pros[)ects  in  tlie  t'uture;  life  was  dear 
to  him;  he  hated  to  die.  Vjut  he  had  the  ibrlitndtr  ot  a 
philosopher  of"  age;  lie  met  lils  f"ate  with  lirinncss  ;  he  died 
with  composure,  and  showed  to  the  last  that  he  believed  in 
the  doctrine  that  he  had  prol'essed  —  that  death  was  an  eter- 
nal sleep.  The  extensive  acquaintance  and  [)()pularity  of 
Gray,  brought  many  from  a  distance  to  attend  liis  funeral, 
and  drew  togctlier  the  largest  collection  of  people  that  had 
ever  heen  a8send)lcd  in  the  town;  and  probably  it  has  been 
the  lot  of  hut  few  persons,  in  the  early  settlement  of  Iowa, 
to  he  followed  to  the  grave  by  as  many  real  mourners  as 
followed  Thomas  JI.  Gray.  A  few  years  after  his  death,  at 
an  old  settlers'  celehration,  by  voluntary  subscription,  there 
were  enough  means  contributed  to  erect  a  suitable  monu- 
ment over  his  remains,  which  points  out  the  grave  of  the 
first  individual  who  was  a  student  of  law  in  Jefferson 
county. 

There  had,  for  a  long  time,  beeu  reports  through  the 
newspapers,  of  some  wonderful  developments  of  what  was 
called  spiritual  rappings,  in  Rochester,  i^ew  York;  but  these 
reports  were  generally  regarded  i  s  some  legerdemain,  and 
they  attracted  no  particular  attention  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, until  the  spring  of  1852,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  there 
were  persons  in  Jefferson  county,  able  to  produce  those 
phenomena,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  country  there  were 
exhibitions  of  moving  chairs,  turning  tables,  and  producing 
certain  noises  which  resembled  low  raps.  The  living  pre- 
tended to  call  up  the  spirits  of  their  departed  friends,  and 
hold  conversations  with  them,  thereby  learning  their 
conditions  in  the  spirit  world.  These  performances  puzzled 
the  most  intelligent  to  satisfactorily  account  for  the  phe- 
nomena produced,  and  the  most  skeptical  w'^.re  forced  to 
admit  that  there  were  some  things  about  these  manifesta- 
tions that  they  did  not  understand.  Universalists  and  athe- 
ists   engaged    in  these   developments,  and   held,  what 
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they  supposed,  coiivcM'siitions  with  lluiir  departed  friends,  in 
which  tliey  made  iinpiiries  about  i'litnrc;  punishnj(;iit,  and 
some  received  such  manilcstations  as  hjtl  them  to  d(;idjt 
their  h^ng'-cherislied  laiths,  and  professed  to  l)e  conN'rrhjd 
to  II  religious  belief.  For  u  while  the  occu{>ation  of  cleri^}'- 
men  seemed  to  he  a  useless  calling,  ibr  the  [)eople  were 
being  rapidly  converted  b^'  the  admonitions  of  the  spirits. 
These  conversations  were  carried  on  through  the  applica- 
tion of  dillerent  means,. but  mostly  by  ra})s  and  writing 
mediums.  On  one  occasion  I  witnessed  a  performance,  which 
made  a  deep  sensation,  and  called  forth  many  remarks.  At 
tbis  perfornnnice  tlie  conversation  was  had  through  a  writing 
medium,  who  was  a  little  girl  about  ten  yea.rs  old,  that  liad 
recently  come  to  the  place,  and  said  to  be  illiterate  and  una- 
ble to  write  unless  under  ii  mesmeric  influence.  She  was 
seated  at  a  table,  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and,  after  being 
mesmerised,  many  ([uestions  were  propounded  .to  her 
which  were  generally  answered  by  "  yes  "  or  "  no,"  written 
in  a  tolerably  fair  hand-writing.  The  girl,  wlicn  she  wrote 
the  answers,  did  it  very  quickly  and  without  looking  to  sec 
how  she  guided  her  pen,  and  her  liand,  so  far  as  slie  was  con- 
cerned, apparently  moved  invohmtarily.  Several  spirits 
were  called  up,  and  a  great  many  questions  propounded  to 
them,  which  were  generally  answered  satisfactoril}-.  At 
last  a  lady  friend — at  whose  house  Thomas  H.  Gray  died — 
proposed  to  call  up  his  spirit.  Several  efforts  were  made 
before  it  could  be  got  to  answer,  and  when  it  did,  there 
seemed  to  be  a  reluctancy  about  engaging  in  conversation. 
It  would  answer  a  few  questions,  and  then  there  would  be 
no  response,  and  it  apparently  felt  disposed  to  get  away  and 
avoid  an  interview  with  his  old  friends.  This  rather 
increased  the  desire  to  continue  the  conversation.  The 
lady  friend,  after  making  many  inquiries,  asked  if  there 
was  any  place  of  punisliment  for  the  wicked,  in  the  spirit 
w^orld,  wdiich  was  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  asked,  if  he  was  happy;  and  the  medium, 
much  excited,  instead  of  writing  an    answer,  tlirew  the 
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pen  in  a  most  spitclul  uiaimer  clear  across  tlio  room. 
This  exliibitioii,  connected  with  his  known  beliof  while 
living,  tilled  tlie  spectators,  who  had  assembled  in  ^juite 
large  numbers,  witli  amazement,  and  ibr  a  time  ])roke  uj) 
the  performance. 

'J'he  first  lawyer  wIk^  settled  in  Fairfield  was  Colonel  A. 
lie  was  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  ability,  ener- 
getic and  ambitious  of  notoriety  and  fame.  For  several 
years  lie  was  clerk  of  the  commissioners'  court,  post  -  mas- 
ter, and  colonel  of  the  militia  of  the  county,  which,  in 
those  days,  had  their  regular  drills.  The  only  obstacle  to 
his  having  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  tlie 
west,  was,  that  he  was  inclined  to  be  reckless  in  his  hab- 
its, lie  was  industrious,  naturally  a  good  manager,  and 
succeeded  in  accumulating  means,  and  built  the  lirst  frame 
bouse  ever  erected  in  Fairlield,  which  was  a  building 
about  twenty  by  thirty  feet  on  the  ground,  and  a  story  and 
a  half  high.  His  wife  was  a  very  interesting  and  intelli- 
gent woman,  much  attached  to  her  family,  and  had  much 
influence  over  her  husband,  to  whom  he  was  fondly  devo- 
ted, and  Avas  guided  by  her  counsel.  They  had  four  most 
interesting  children,  who,  though  left  orphans  when  the 
oldest  was  only  about  fourteen  years  old,  and  mostly  had  to 
shift  for  themselves,  grew  up  to  be  useful  citizens. 

During  the  summer  of  1842  there  were  a  great  many 
thunder-storms,  and  the  lightning  several  times  struck 
within  the  limits  of  the  town.  There  was  a  severe  storm 
came  up  one  evening,  just  about  sun  set.  The  rain 
poured  down  in  torrents,  and  the  heavens  were  almost 
constantly  vivid  by  a  continued  succession  of  flashes  of 
lightning,  while  peal  after  peal  of  rumbling  thunder  shook 
the  earth.  The  cloud  had  nearly  passed  over,  and  the  fury 
of  the  storm  somewhat  abated;  I  was  standing  in  the  door 
of  my  boarding  house  a  short  distance  from  A.'s,  watching 
the  troubled  elements,  when  there  came  a  thunderbolt  that 
made  everything  tremble,  and  the  whole  heavens  appeared 
as  one  sheet  of  Are,  which  almost  bewildered  me.   As  soon 
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as  I  recovered  from  tlie  nliock,  tlie  first  tliiii'.';  tlinl.  attraeted 
my  utteiitioH,  was  loud  scrciiiiiH  at  tluj  house  of  (J<^Ionel 
A.  I  hastened  to  the  liousu,  whci^-  my  cars  were  filled 
witli  tlie  most  fVii^'litl'ul  walls.  1  eall(;(]  loi-  Mr.  aii<l  Mrs. 
A.,  but  reeeived  no  answer.  'J'he  liiz;lit  had  been  [)Ut  out; 
tlie  children  were  so  much  friii;1iten('d  tliat  they  could  not 
give  any  information  as  to  what  had  h:ii)[)cii('d,  or  tdl 
where  a  light  could  he  found  so  that  1  could  ascertain  my- 
self. I  ran  back  to  my  boarding'  house,  and  pr^jcured  a 
lantern.  By  the  time  I  had  got  back,  several  of  the  neigh- 
bors had  assembled,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  house 
had  been  struck  by  lightning,  and  we  commenced  an  ex.am- 
iiiation  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  injuries.  The  plaster- 
ing was  nearly  all  torn  off,  and  the  partition  in  the  inside 
of  the  house  shivered  into  splinters.  The  house  was  a 
story  and  a  half  in  height,  and  joists  had  been  nailed  on 
about  half  w\ay  up  the  rafters,  and  a  room  finished  off  for 
beds.  The  joists  and  plastering  had  all  been  knocked  ofi^ 
together  by  the  shock,  and  beneath  the  rubbish  were  Mrs. 
A.  and  two  small  children,  so  pressed  down  by  the  weight 
that  they  could  not  have  got  out  without  help,  had  they 
received  no  injury.  The  children  were  first  relieved,  hav- 
ing received  no  serious  injury;  but,  when  the  rubbish  was 
removed  from  Mrs.  A.,  she  was  found  to  be  a  corpse  —  a 
horrid  sight  to  behold.  Mr.  A.  was  at  the  post  office,  and 
not  at  the  house.  Mrs.  A.,  with  three  of  the  children,  was 
at  home;  the  two  youngest  she  had  taken  up -stairs,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  putting  them  to  bed  when  the  thunder- 
bolt came.  She  was  standing  near  by  where  a  sword  was 
hanging.  The  lightning  came  down  a  rafter  till  it  reached 
the  sword,  then  descended  the  sword  till  it  came  opposite 
her  head;  when  it  tore  a  hole  through  the  scabbard;  left 
the  sword;  struck  her  on  the  side  of  the  head,  and  descended 
the  whole  length  of  her  body.  The  hair  on  one  side  of  her 
head  was  mostly  burned  off,  the  balance  disheveled  in 
every  direction ;  her  face  was  turned  black,  and  her  clothes 
torn  into  fragments.    The  falling  timbers  had  cut  a  large 
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gasli  in  licr  {oi'dicad,  and,  (Vom  (he  blow  she  had  n •(:(•] Vi:(\ 
or  the  ellbct  ol"  tlic  liij,-litnini;-,  the  blood  was  rnnnin;/  iVoni 
her  ears,  nose,  and  nioul.h. 

Mrs.  A.  was  taken  down-stairs  and  laid  on  a  Ixid,  and  Ihe 
children  dressed,  and  tiie  liouse  was  l)eini:;  j'Ut  in  order, 
Avheu  Mr.  A.,  liavinii;  been  iidbi-nied  that  his  residence  liad 
been  siruek  witli  ligditnin^-,  eanu;  linri-i(ull y  in^o  tin;  housu. 
lie  cast  a  liasty  glance;  about  the  room,  then  slcpjicd  into 
the  apartment  where  the  corpse  lay.  When  his  eje  met 
the  ghastly  form  of  his  wife,  he  stood  like  a  marble  monn^ 
ment,  with  a  fixed  gaze  on  lier  corpse.  Appan^ntly  lor 
iiiinntes  everything  was  in  breathless  silence.  Then  he 
exchimed  :  "My  God!  is  this  a  dream ?  or  do  I  behold  a 
reality?"  At  this  moment  the  big  tears  were  seen  trick- 
ling down  the  cheeks  of  every  hystander. 

That  night  tins  was  a  sad  house.  Colonel  A.  walked  the 
yard  the  whole  night  without  having  anything  to  say  to 
any  one  unless  spoken  to. 

This  providential  act  was  a  crushing  blow  to  Colonel  A,, 
and  a  downward  turning-point  in  the  atfairs  of  his  life;  from 
this  time  on,  everything  w^ent  wa'ong.  Though  he  shared 
largely  in  the  sympathies  of  his  acquaintances,  he  had  no 
relations  in  the  w^est,  to  give  him  consolation  in  his  grief. 

He  was  devotedly  fond  of  his  children,  anh  they  being 
young,  he  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  separating  them. 
They  were  not  old  enough  to  take  care  of  the  house,  and, 
at  that  time,  it  was  very  difficult  to  find  a  person  suitable 
for  such  a  task.  These  circumstances  seemed  to  compel 
him  to  seek  a  house-keeper.  lie  sought  the  hand  of  a 
beautiful  and  intelligent  lady,  and  a  few  months  after  the 
Bad  calamity  he  was  married  again. 

But  the  second  wife  did  not  fill  the  place  of  the  first. 
She  had  not  the  power  to  restrain  and  control  his  actions, 
and  hold  him  in  check,  as  did  the  first  companion  of  his 
bosom.  It  was  rather  an  unhappy  union  ;  instead  of  check- 
ing his  habits  of  recklessness,  they  rapidly  increased  upon 
him — so  much  so  that  they  seriously  ati'ected  his  financial 
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aflairH.  lie  IohI  IiIh  }>OBitioii  uh  clej'k,  and  neccHsity  Hecmod 
to  compel  liiiM  to  <;ive  iij)  llie  post  oflice ;  li'iH  profcHriional 
buBiiicHs  left  liiin,  imd  lii.s  iiicoiiu;  Ijecauie  veiy  limited.  'JV> 
make  a  liviiii;'  for  his  I'amily,  he  traded  oil'  liiH  liomeHt(;ad 
for  a  tavern-staiid,  and  commenced  keeping  public  houHC. 

lie  liad  not  been  very  lont^  (}n<(ai!;ed  in  his  new  calling 
till  disease  siezed  bold  of  him,  and  be  was  brought  to  a 
sick  bed.  The  disease  atlected  bis  brain;  tbe  mind  lost  its 
reason,  and  be  became  a  mad -man,  a  raviiig  maniac;  lie 
imagined  tliat  tbe  fiends  of  tbe  lower  regions  were  after 
him,  and  be  suffered  every  imaginable  torment.  Ilis  moan- 
ings  and  wailiiigs  were  awful;  so  much  so  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely unpleasant  to  beiji  his  presence,  and  hardly  any  one 
visited  bis  room  unless  as  a  matter  of  necessity  or  charity ; 
and  he  died  with  no  one  present  but  bis  wife ;  wlio,  from 
his  first  sickness  to  tlie  last,  faithfully  discharged  her  duties 
as  an  affectionate  companion. 

Such  were  tbe  sensations  which  bad  been  produced  dur- 
ing his  sickness,  that  no  one  seemed  willing  to  go  to  his 
room  to  care  for  his  ])ody ;  and  it  remained  an  undue  time 
before  being  removed  from  the  dying  bed.  This  being 
known,  myself,  with  another  individual,  went  to  the  apart- 
ment; removed  the  body  irom  the  dying  couch,  and 
dressed  it  in  the  habiliments  of  the  grave. 

As  he  lay  upon  the  cooling  board,  fear,  dread,  and  hor- 
ror, wdth  all  their  piercing  pangs,  were  depicted  in  his 
countenance.  It  was  anything  else  than  tbe  noble,  frank, 
energetic  face  of  Colonel  A.,  in  his  days  of  health  and 
prosperity. 

At  the  time  of  performing  these  services  I  was  unwell,  and 
a  few  days  after  was  forced  to  take  a  sick  bed,  and  for 
weeks  life  and  death  were  in  the  scales,  and  it  was  hard  to 
tell  which  was  going  to  poise  the  balance.  But  at  last  the 
disease  gave  way,  and  the  physical  faculties  began  to 
regain  their  vigor,  with  a  prospect  of  a  speedy  return  to 
health.  One  night,  feeling  quite  comfortable,  I  had  a  bed  pre- 
pared on  the  sofa.,  and,  at  an  early  hour,  laid  down  for  a 
22 
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nif^lii's  repoRO.  My  ])cd  feeding  comforUi})le,  I  tlioni^'lit  I 
liiul  lliu  pros[)ect  of  ;i  p^ood  nii!;lit'R  rent;  and  I  liad  not  boon 
long  in  my  bt'd  until  my  oyes  Avo.ro  closed  in  rcrrcsliin/;; 
slnmher,  and,  8U})poRini;  mo  aHloe{),  all  retired  lor  the  night. 
I  enjoyed  my  bed  on  the  sofa  until  about  niid-niglit,  when 
I  felt  an  uneasiness  about  my  head;  my  pulse  became 
quick;  my  throat  dry;  my  tongue  parched  and  swollen,  and 
every  part  of  my  body  was  suilbring  the  most  excruciating 
pains;  my  fever  had  returned  with  a  ten -fold  fierceness;  I 
called  my  wife,  and  soon  all  the  inmates  of  the  house  were 
at  my  side.  The  doctor  was  sent  for,  and  was  soon  pres- 
ent, and,  after  an  examination,  asked  what  I  had  eaten  for 
supper.  Being  told  that  I  had  had  some  baked  apples, 
he  remarked  that  I  would  pay  dear  for  my  imprudence.  lie 
gave  me  some  medicine,  but  it  did  me  no  good.  I  grew 
worse  ;  my  pains  became  excruciating ;  morning  came,  and 
I  was  no  better ;  a  council  of  physicians  was  called ;  they 
all  examined  me,  and  gave  me  more  medicine  —  but  all 
their  efforts  did  not  in  the  least  abate  the  fever,  or  assuage 
the  pains.  My  physician  closely  watched  over  me  for  four 
and  tw^enty  hours,  with  no  favorable  result;  w^hen  I  was 
told  that  if  I  had  any  arrangements  to  make,  about  my 
earthly  afhurs,  I  had  better  be  about  it. 

I  sent  for  an  old  friend,  and  began  to  give  directions ;  but 
before  I  got  through,  my  tongue  became  so  swollen,  and 
my  throat  so  parched  with  fever,  that  I  could  not  speak, 
and  I  w^as  not  able  to  finish  my  directions ;  though  I  was 
perfectly  conscious  of  what  was  going  on  about  me,  and 
knew^  everything  that  w^as  said  to  or  about  me. 

My  extremities  became  cold,  and  I  felt  a  cold,  clammy 
sweat  start  from  my  forehead ;  my  respiration  became  dif- 
ficult, and  it  appeared  as  though  the  w^hole  functions  of  the 
body  had  ceased  to  perform  their  offices.  I  heard  the  doc- 
tor say  I  was  dying;  my  wife  came  to  my  bedside  ;  fixed 
her  eyes  with  a  steady  gaze  upon  me  for  a  moment,  and 
then  gave  a  shriek  that  made  me  shudder.  I  thouglU.  of 
ray  wife  and  my  child ;  I  made  a  desperate  eftbrt  to  resist 


1872.] 


EARLY  TIMKS  IN  IOWA. 


171 


the  ravages  of  the  dinease  which  had  fastened  upon  me  — 
but  all  to  no  avaih  I  could  not  move  a  muscle;  my  breath 
senied  to  refuse  to  enter  my  lungs;  I  felt  as  though  a 
mountain's  weight  was  i)re.ssing  me  on  every  side;  T  gasped 
to  catcli  my  breath — ])ut  in  vain,  and,  as  soon  as  I  ceased 
to  breathe,  llie  spirit,  with  a  bound,  left  the  ])ody,  and  the 
two  had  no  more  to  do  witli  each  other. 

Now  every  pain  ceased,  and  I  felt  like  a  person  let  out  of 
confinement.  I  went  a  short  distance  from  the  body  ;  stoj)- 
ped,  and  looked  back  upon  it  with  much  interest.  My 
eyes  were  not  closed,  and  they  seemed  to  be  watcliing  with 
earnestness  those  in  the  room.  I  felt  a  great  interest  in, 
and  a  great  love  for,  the  tenement  I  formerly  occupied,  as 
much  or  more  than  the  child  does  for  his  paternal  home. 

I  resolved  to  stand  by  and  see  what  would  be  done  with 
it.  I  saw  my  friends  close  its  eyes;  wrap  it  in  the  winding- 
sheet,  and  lay  it  in  the  coffin. 

At  the  funeral  a  large  number  of  persons  attended.  The 
parson  pronounced  the  funeral  sermon  with  much  solem- 
nity ;  many  shed  tears ;  the  coffin  was  then  taken  to  the 
burying-ground,  and  deposited  in  the  grave.  The  respect 
fihown  to  my  remains  gave  me  pleasure. 
-  The  grave  which  had  been  prepared  was  near  Colonel 
A's.  When  I  saw  this  I  felt  regret ;  the  scenes  of  his  last 
moments  came  up  before  me.  When  the  coffin  was  lowered 
to  its  last  resting  place,  my  wife,  who  had  been  weeping 
most  bitterly,  now  shrieked  in  wild  despair,  and  fell  sense- 
less beside  the  grave.  My  only  child,  then  about  a  year 
old,  seemed  to  be  sensible  that  he  was  an  orphan. 

Wlien  I  had  seen  this  I  gave  a  deep  sigh,  and  involunta- 
rily uttered  :  "  Poor  woman  ;  thy  fate  is  a  hard  one,  in  the 
world  of  thy  sojourning  V  I  stood  pondering  over  the  sit- 
uation of  my  wife  and  child;  all  my  thoughts  were  ab- 
sorbed in  their  welfare,  when  I  was  aroused  by  one  sent 
to  me  as  a  messenger,  and  was  told  that  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  things  of  the  other  world,  and  bade  me  walk 
around  and  see  my  present  situation. 
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I  now  turned  my  attention  to  tlie  world  of  flpirlts.  I  Haw 
around  me  innumenihle  numhers,  some  of  wlioni  T  knew. 
Every  one  appeared  lia])py,  free  from  pain,  aud  ufitliini^  to 
irritate  their  feelings.  I  moved  at  will  ;  T  had  only  to  wish 
to  be  at  a  place,  and,  as  quick  as  tliouu^ht,  I  was  there;  and 
this  without  the  least  exertion  on  my  part.  1  desired  to  see 
the  Father  and  the  Son.  No  sooner  had  the  wish  passed 
through  my  mind  tlian  I  was  in  their  })resence. 

Here  I  was  disappointed  in  my  expectations.  *  I  had 
thought  I  would  see  the  Father  clothed  in  splendid  attire, 
seated  on  a  throne  of  the  most  costly  material,  and  that 
there  would  he  around  Him  four- and  -  twenty  elders  and 
innumerable  hosts  of  angels,  clothed  in  white  raiment. 
But  I  saw  nothing  of  this  here.  The  Father  stood  without 
anything  around  Him,  as  if  standing  in  the  air,  nothing  to 
attract  the  attention  except  His  person,  which  was  very 
large — His  body  and  limbs  represented,  in  shape  and  ap- 
pearance, those  of  Washington  (Washington  was  present), 
though  His  head  and  features  were  ditterent.  He  had  the 
largest  head,  and  most  expansive  forehead  I  had  ever  seen, 
and  His  countenance  looked  as  if  the  great  fountain  of 
power,  knowledge,  love,  and  mercy  were  there. 
'  I  stood  and  looked  with  wonder  and  amazement,  at  the 
perfections  before  ^'which  I  stood.  The  Son  had  every 
appearance  of  the  Father,  except  being  smaller  in  stature. 
I  looked  around  to  see  the  architect  of  the  spirit  world  ;  I 
saw  no  walls  built  of  precious  stone ;  no  gates  of  pearl,  no 
streets  paved  with  gold ;  nothing  which  indicated  splendor 
or  costly  array  —  but  I  felt  as  though  I  was  taking  my 
repose  in  some  hot  summer  day,  under  some  cool,  refresh- 
ing arbor,  where  the  gentle  zephyrs  were  blowing  sweet 
odors  from  fragrant  flowers,  with  no  care  or  anxiety  to  per 
plex  the  mind. 

There  was  an  innumerable  number  of  spirits  coming 
to,  and  departing  from  the  Father,  as  if  bringing  and  car- 
rying messages.  These  I  took  to  be  angels,  but  they  had 
no  wings;  they  appeared  like  the  other  spirits  —  except 
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they  were  emnllcr;  hnd  thin  faces  with  long,  sljarp  point^-d 
noses  and  very  larj^e,  piercing  eyes. 

I  asked  myself  "Is  this  hejiven?  If  so,  how  different 
from  what  I  had  expected."  I  could  hardly  pcrsuadtj  my- 
self this  was  the  final  home  of  tlie  faithful.  But  here  was 
the  Father  and  the  Hon ;  and  here  I  saw  my  own  father 
and  motlier,  whom  I  believed  had  gone  to  heaven,  and 
if  this  was  not  the  place  the}^  would  not  have  been  here. 
Though  things  did  not  appear  as  I  had  expected,  my  hap- 
piness was  complete. 

After  looking  around,  I  sat  down  and  was  pondering 
over  what  I  had  seen,  and  my  mind  was  absorbed  in  deep 
thought,  when  a  messenger  came  to  me,  and  told  me  tliat 
the  Father  wanted  to  see  me  ;  to  go  with  him.  I  arose  and 
followed,  and,  when  I  had  come  to  him,  I  was  told  that  my 
wife  had  prayed  earnestly  tliat  I  might  be  restored  to  her; 
that,  if  I  chose  to  return  to  the  earth,  and  put  on  mortal- 
ity, He  would  answer  the  prayer,  and  I  might  go  and  take 
care  of  my  wife  and  child. 

On  receiving  this  permission  I  started  on  my  way  to 
unite  soul  and  body.  Though  I  did  this  cheerfully,  on 
account  of  my  wife  and  child ;  yet,  had  it  not  been  for 
them,  I  would  have  never  returned  to  the  earth. 

I  came  to  the  grave-yard,  and  entered  into  the  tenement 
of  clay,  and,  as  soon  as  the  spirit  entered  the  body,  the 
heart  began  to  palpitate,  and  the  lungs  inhaled  air.  The 
grave  opened ;  the  coffin  burst,  and  I  was  again  standing  on 
the  earth,  a  living  man. 

At  first  I  could  not  think  this  real,  but  I  looked  around 
me ;  there  was  the  open  grave,  the  empty  coffin,  and  I  was 
robed  in  my  grave-clothes.  I  became  satisfied  this  was 
real;  that  I  had  been  permitted  to  return  in  answer  to  the 
prayer  of  my  wife. 

It  was  now  the  month  of  November ;  the  weather  cold, 
and  the  wind  piercing,  and,  as  I  had  nothing  on  but  my 
grave-clothes,  I  was  cold  and  shivering;  I  inmiediatly 
started  for  my  house. 
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It  wfi9  cjirly  in  tlie  evcniiif^,  a  beautiful  moou-Iiglit  rii.i^lit, 
but  cvcrytbini!^  a])peare(l  dreary,  and  not  intere.stijipr,  com- 
pared witb  tbe  ))lacc  from  whence  i  bad  come.  I  felt  tliat 
I  bad  returned  on  an  errand  of  mercy  —  but  tliat  it  would 
bave  been  better  for  my  wife  and  cbild  to  bave  come  to  me, 
tban  for  me  to  return  to  tbem. 

As  I  approaclied  my  bouse  I  tbouglit  it  would  frigliten 
my  wife  to  first  appear  in  her  presence  in  my  grave-clothes. 
T  went  to  tbe  back  part  of  tlie  bouse ;  entered  tlic  'room 
wdiere  my  clotbes  Avere  kept,  and  dressed  myself  in  tbe 
usual  manner,  and  was  all  prepared  to  enter  tbe  apartment 
of  my  wife,  except  putting  on  my  cravat.  I  went  to  tbe 
looking-glass  to  luljust  that,  wben,  to  my  astonisbment  and 
grief,  I  discovered  tbat,  in  entering  tbe  body,  I  bad  made 
a  mistake,  and,  instead  of  baving  my  ow^n  body,  my  spirit 
bad  become  united  witb  that  of  Colonel  A.,  and  tbat  in  tbe 
face  was  depicted  all  tbe  fear,  dread,  and  borror  wbich  it 
bad  wben  tbe  body  was  consigned  to  tbe  grave.  Wben  I 
discovered  tbis,  I  tbrew  myself  into  an  arm-cbair  and  wept 
most  bitterly.    ISTever  was  I  before  in  sucb  agony  of  mind  ! 

My  weeping  awakened  my  wife  from  ber  slumber,  and 
sbe  got  up  to  see  wbat  w^as  tbe  matter,  and  w^bile  I  was  sit- 
ting in  my  cbair,  my  face  batbed  in  tears,  in  tbe  deepest 
distress,  some  one  sbook  me  by  tbe  sboulder  and  inquired 
w^bat  was  tbe  matter  ?  I  looked  up,  and  my  wife  'stood  by 
my  side,  witb  a  candle  in  ber  band.  Sbe  wiped  tbe  tears 
from  my  face ;  I  cast  my  eyes  on  the  clock,  and  found  tbat 
it  was  four  o'clock  in  tbe  morning,  and  I  found  I  v^as  ly- 
ing on  the  Hofa  w^bere  I  had  gone  to  bed  the  evening  before, 
and  became  concious  tbat  the  imagined  scenes  I  had  ex|)e- 
rienced,  were  all  a  dream.  But  tbe  impression  of  reality 
was  so  fixed  upon  my  mind,  tbat  I  could  not  be  satisfied 
tbat  my  spirit  was  in  my  own  body,  until  I  had  a  looking  - 
glass  brought,  and  saw  for  myself  that  I  still  wore  my  own 
countenance — and  then  I  became  satisfied  that  the  fancied 
experience  of  the  past  few  hours  w^as  all  imagination.  Still 
it  made  such  an  impression  on  my  feelings  that  I  gave  spe- 
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cial  (liroctioiiB,  if  I  ftliould  not  Hiirvivo,  tliat  my  hody  s}if)nl(I 
not  be  buried  near  tlie  grave  of  this  imfortiiiiate  man. 

At  this  writing,  over  a  quarter  of  a  (;entij ry  ban  panned 
since  the  occurrence  of  tlmt  night;  but  Htill  those  lancied 
scenes  are  vividly  impressed  upon  my  mind,  and  no  inci- 
dent in  my  whole  life  has  made  such  a  lasting  impression 
on  my  feelings  as  those  of  that  night. 


NOTES  ON  THE  HISTORY  OF  POTTAWATTAMIE  OOUNTY. 


BY  D.  C.  BLOOMER. 


No.  4. 

[Continued  from  page  142.] 

IN"  January,  1857,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  general  assem- 
bly, amending  tbe  charter  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluft's, 
which  greatly  enlarged  the  boundaries  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  powers  of  the  city  council.  The  limits  of  the  city 
were  made  to  embrace  a  territory  about  four  miles  square, 
and  extending  westward  to  the  Missouri  river.  A  record- 
ers' court  was  established,  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
all  offences  arising  under  the  city  ordinances,  and  with  the 
same  jurisdiction  in  all  other  cases  as  justices  of  the  peace, 
within  the  corporate  limits.  The  city  was  divided  into  iive 
wards,  in  each  of  which  two  aldermen  are  elected  for  two 
years  —  their  terms  of  office  expiring  in  alternate  years. 

Atthefirst  election  held  under  the  new  charter,  on  the  9th 
day  of  March,  1857,  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was 
three  hundred  and  eightj^-nine,  and  the  following  officers 
were  chosen :  — 

Mayor — J.  S.  Hooton. 
Recorder — Frank  Street. 
Ti'easurer —  S.  II.  Craig. 
Assessor — S.  N.  Portcrfield. 
City  Marshal — H.  J.  Barnes. 
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Aldermen — First.  Ward,  JdIhi  Oriiv^cH,  C'.  Eul»ruik  ;  Sec- 
ond Ward,  ITonry  Allen,  .1.  V.  Williams;  'Vh\vi\  W^ard,  C. 
Gove,  T.  r.  ^.I^reynor;  Foiirtli  Ward,  J.  T.  lialdwin,  I).  S. 
Nye;  Fifth  Ward,  L.  W.  ]Jal;l.i(t,  anr]  1).  W.  Carpenter. 

The  city  council  appointed  George  Snyder  city  attorney, 
who  resigned  during  the  year;  wlien  Caleb  Baldwin  was 
appointed  in  his  place. 

A  new  code  of  ordinances  was  passed  during  tlic  early 
half  of  the  year,  defining  tlie  duties  of  city  ofiicors,  ])ro- 
viding  for  the  punisliment  of  offences  against  t})e  peace  and 
good  order  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  establisliing  the  grade  of 
the  principal  streets.  The  salary  of  the  mayor  was  fixed  at 
?300;  of  the  recorder,  $500  and  fees,  and  chief  engineer  at 
$600  per  year.  Provision  was  made  for  licensing  billiard 
tables  and  ten  -  pin  alleys,  on  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
twenty -five  dollars.  Commendable  progress  was  made 
during  the  year,  in  grading  and  improving  the  streets  and 
bridges.  The  wide  street  known  as  Broadway,  extending 
from  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  westward  to  the  Missouri 
river,  was  this  year,  for  the  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile, 
furnished  with  an  excellent  side-walk  through  its  principal 
business  sections.  This  was  the  first  side-walk  erected  in 
_the  city.  Much  attention  began  to  be  given  this  year 
to  the  planting  of  forest  and  other  trees  along  the  streets, 
and  in  the  adjacent  lots.  Those  set  out  in  this  and  subse- 
quent years  have  grown  rapidly,  and  now  embower  large 
portions  of  the  city  during  the  summer  season,  in  their 
beautiful  foliage. 

Early  in  the  season,  the  City  ^^lills,  a  large,  brick  struc- 
ture, were  completed  and  put  in  operation,  furnishing  to 
the  farmers  of  the  county  a  market  for  their  wheat,  and  sup- 
plying the  market  with  an  excellent  quality  of  flour.  They 
are  situated  near  the  business  centre  of  the  city,  and  under 
the  energetic  management  of  Messrs.  J.  T.  Baldwin  and 
G.  M.  Dodge,  have  been  kept  actively  at  work  for  upw:irds 
of  fifteen  years.  On  the  27th  of  June  quite  a  sensation 
was  awakened  in  the  city,  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  train  of 
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MoniioiiH  on  their  way  to  Halt  Lake.  City.  Ju  tlio  train 
were  thirty  wagons,  cacli  drawn  by  four  oxen,  and  the  wliole 
party  made  up  a  caravan  numbering  Bcvcral  liundred  peo- 
ple— besides  "much  cattle.'^ 

The  township  of  Crescent  was  establislied  on  the  2d  of 
March,  18.')7,  and  the  lirst  election  hehl  on  the  19th  of  Jujie 
following,  at  which  one  Inuidred  and  nine  votes  were  [)oIled . 
This  townsliip  w^as  originally  settled  by  the  Mormons, 
Boon  after  they  arrived  in  tlie  county.  Here,  in  1848,  just 
Bouth  of  the  broad  bottom  land  skirting  the  valley  of  Pig- 
eon Creek,  in  townsliip  76,  range  44,  they  erected  a 
large  tabernacle  of  logs,  with  two  large  wings,  capa- 
ble of  accommodating  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  peo- 
ple.   A  mill  was  also  erected  near  this  point  by  ,  and 

a  number  of  farms  opened.    When  the  Mormons  left — in 
1852-3— they  were  succeeded  by  a  number  of  families 
from  Indiana,  prominent  among  whom  was  William  A. 
Reel,  who  settled  here  with  his  sons  in  1852,  and  erected  a 
very  large  frame  dwelling  in  a  very  beautiful  locality,  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  township.    lie  also  built  a  saw- 
mill, and  laid  out  a  town  site,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  Americus.     Among  the  other  Gentile  settlers  of  the 
township  were  Edmund  Latham,  Joseph  Boulden,  David 
Dunkle,  and  Elkanah  Hall.    After  the  location  of  the  line 
of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  railroad,  and  the  alleged  dis- 
covery of  rock  in  the  bed  of  the  Missouri  river  at  Flor- 
ence, in  iSTebraska,  which  point  is  just  east  of  Crescent 
township,  a  good  deal  of  attention  was  at  once  excited 
toward  the  latter  point,  and  it  w^as  thought  by  many  that 
the  line  of  the  road,  instead  of  following  the  valley  of 
Muskets,  would  be   defected  w^estwardly  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county,  run  dowm  the  valley  of  Pigeon 
creek,  and  cross  the  river  at  Elorence.    IsTo  sooner  was  the 
idea  started,  than  a  real  furore  of  speculation  seized  a  num- 
ber of  people,  and  a  town  site  called  Crescent  City  was  laid 
out  on  sections  24  and  25,  in  township  76,  range  43,  on 
which  a  considerable  village  speedily  sprang  up.    Joseph  E. 
23 
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Jolinson,  the  wide-awake  editor  of  the  Bufile^  whose  farm 
was  situated  a  mile  or  two  south  ol"  the  new  city,  enter<.'d 
into  tlie  scheme  with  great  z(Md,  and  was  one  of  its  leading 
proprietors  and  principal  promoters.  Here  he  issued  early 
in  185G,  the  lirst  numhcr  of  the  Crescent  City  Orack^  a  sev- 
en-column weekly  newspaper,  wliich  he  continued  to  puh- 
lish  for  upwards  of  two  years  at  the  same  place.  Crescent 
City  grew  rapidly  during  tlie  years  185G  and  1857.  A 
large  number  of  frame  buildings  were  erected — some  of 
them  were  handsome  structures.  Stores  and  shops  were 
opened,  and  a  hotel  established.  A  steam  saw-  and  grist- 
mill was  erected,  and  a  school  house  built  and  a  school 
opened.  A  post  ofhce  was  established  early  in  1857,  and 
Lewis  J.  Goddard  appointed  post  master.  Johnson  & 
Blake,  Eeel  &  Dutrow,  Samuel  Eggleston,  AVilliam  Mcn- 
ry,  and  AlHson  &  ^Tutting  were  the  principal  business  men 
of  the  place.  But  the  financial  crash  of  1857,  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  railroad  would  adhere 
to  its  original  line  to  Council  Bluffs,  was  rapidly  tktal  to  the 
growth  and  life  of  Crescent  City.  Toward  the  end  of  1858 
it  began  rapidly  to  decline.  Johnson  removed  his  printing 
office  to  Council  Blufls,  and  closed  his  store ;  others  soon 
followed  his  example,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1860,  the 
village  was  very  nearly  deserted.  A  post  office  has  however 
been  maintained,  and  a  population  of  a  hundred  o/  so  still 
cluster  around  the  point  where  once  speculation  and  busi- 
ness were  alike  active.  A  large  number  of  the  best  build- 
ings have  been  removed — either  to  Council  Bluffs  or  to 
farms  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  ^leantime  the  township 
of  Crescent,  which  is  twelve  miles  in  length  from  east  to 
west,  and  is  now  crossed  from  north  to  south  by  the  Chi- 
cago &  I^Torthwestern  railroad,  has  steadily  grown  to  form 
one  of  the  finest  farming  portions  of  the  county.  It  is  well 
watered  and  very  well  supplied  with  timber.  Its  population 
in  1860  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  in  1870  it 
had  mcreased  to  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen. 
It  has  always  been  largely  democratic  in  politics. 
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The  fn'rit  iiuiii])C'r  of  tlie  Council  J^lufls  Nonpdrcll,  a  weekly 
ncw8pa])cr  oi'  nine  coluniiiB,  appeared  early  in  May,  18.07, 
proprietors,  Maynard  and  Long;  editor,  William  W.  May- 
nard.  It  was  a  liandBomcly  printed  and  a])ly  edited  sheet, 
and  its  publication,  under  various  editors  and  publishers, 
has  been  continued  to  the  present  time.  The  Chromotype 
continued  to  be  issued  during  a  part  of  the  year;  but,  b(3- 
coming  the  property  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Bently,  it  was  converted 
into  a  democratic  organ,  and  called  the  JJcmocratlr,  CUirion. 
Finally,  in  1868,  the  material  on  which  it  was  printed  was 
removed  irom  the  county,  and  the  Nonpareil  and  Bugle  con- 
tinued for  several  years  the  only  papers  published  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  in  1859,  during 
which  a  paper  called  the  Council  Bluffs  I^ress  was  issued 
by  J.  E.  Jolmson.  The  Bugle  was  printed  daily  for  about 
six  months  during  the  summer  of  1857,  but  the  experi- 
ment not  proving  a  profitable  one,  its  daily  issue  was  sus- 
pended for  several  years,  and  until  the  w^ar  was  under  way. 

On  th.^.  19th  of  June,  1857,  a  special  election  was  held 
in  the  county,  at  which  the  question  of  subscribing  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Mississippi 
&  Missouri  railroad,  was  submitted  to  the  electors,  to  be 
.paid  for  in  bonds  of  the  county,  having  twenty  years  to  run, 
and  drawing  interest  payable  semi-annually,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  per  cent  per  annum  —  bonds  not  to  be  issued  unless 
the  then  established  route  and  terminus  of  the  road  should 
be  retained,  nor  until  work  on  said  road  was  actually  com- 
menced within  the  limits  of  the  county.  Public  attention 
was  deeply  excited  on  the  subject — especially  in  the  city 
of  Council  Blutls,  in  which  eight  hundred  and  forty- seven 
votes  were  polled,  all  in  tlie  affirmative  except  fourteen ;  out- 
side of  city  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  votes  in  all  were 
cast,  of  which  two  hundred  and  five  were  in  the  negative, 
and  twenty-two  in  the  ailirmatlve  —  leading  a  clear  major- 
ity in  the  county  in  favor  of  subscribing  the  stock  and  issu- 
ing the  bonds,  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-six.  As  the 
bonds  were  not  to  be  issued  until  work  had  actually  com- 
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meiicod  in  tbo  county,  tlie  (|ii('Hl.if>n  was  allowed  to  rest  un- 
til the  fall  of  1858,  when  an  earnest  and  finally  BUcecBHful 
efFort  was  made  to  Rccure  their  isBuanee.  For  that  j)urposo 
the  promise  was  made  thiit  work  should  actually  he  com- 
menced within  the  limits  of  the  county,  and  in  iact,  a  few 
thousand  dollars  were  expended  in  the  Musketo  valley  in 
the  followino-  spring,  in  grading  a])out  half  a  mile  of  the 
road  bed.  The  county  judge,  at  the  time,  however,  held 
back  from  siirninix  the  bonds,  and  it  was  not  until  several 
excited  public  meetings  had  been  held,  and  a  strong  pres- 
sure had  been  brought  upon  him,  that  he  finally  consented 
to  affix  his  signature.  The  bonds,  to  tlic  amount  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of 
January,  1859,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  certain  parties 
in  Council  Blufls,  but  finally  they  went  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  'railroad  officials.  These  disposed  of  them  to 
the  amount  of  thirty-live  thousand  dollars  and  for  the  interest 
on  the  bonds  thus  sold,  heavy  judgments  have  been  obtained 
against  the  county  within  the  last  two  years,  which  the  tax- 
payers are  now  paying  off.  The  remaining  bonds,  to  the 
amount  of  sixty- five  thousand  dollars,  were  never  placed  in 
the  market;  but  were  finally  surrendered  up  to  the  county 
in  exchange  for  the  stock  issued  to  it  by  the  old  Mississippi 
&  Missouri  railroad  company.  Fortunately,  these  were  the 
only  bonds  ever  issued  to  any  railroad  company  by  Potta- 
wattamie county. 

Early  in  1857,  a  subscription  w^as  circulated,  w^hich 
amounted  in  the  aggregate,  to  about  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  a  lot  purchased  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  a  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Council  Blufis.  This  church  w^as  first 
organized  in  the  f^\ll  of  1856,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Bell,  a  well  known  Presbyterian  missionary 
in  the  west.  The  first  elders  of  the  church  were  James 
B.  Rue  and  Thom^as  Oflicer.  The  legal  organization  dates 
from  February,  1857,  when  articles  of  corporation  were 
filed,  containing  the  names  of  John  T.  Baldwin,  Thomas 
Ofiicer,  James  A.  Johnson,  C.  W.  Boycrs,  and  W.  H.  M. 
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Puscy,  as  trustees.  So  far  as  I  liave  been  a])le  to  lind,  I{(.'V- 
erciid  Joliii  Hancock,  fornierlj  of  tlic  .^tale  of  Kentucky, 
was  the  first  Presbyterian  clerf^ynum  wlio  ofHciated  in 
Council  ]31uf}s.  lie  came  liere  in  185G,  an  entire  strani^er. 
After  remaininii^  a  few  clays,  lie  passed  over  to  l>ellevue,  Ne- 
braska, wliere  lie  niet  with  the  Keverend  William  Tlarnil- 
ton,  tlie  missionary  to  the  Omalia  Indians  at  that  place. 
Returning*,  he  made  tlie  acquaintance  of  ^fessrs.  Ollicer, 
Boy'ers,  Hue,  and  others,  and  soon  after  called  togc'therthe 
scattered  members  of  the  church  in  the  city,  and  com- 
menced his  labors  among  them.  He  belonged  to  the  old- 
school  branch  of  the  church,  and  his  pastoral  relations 
continued  until  the  fall  of  18G0.  The  erection  of  a  brick 
church  which  had  been  commenced  in  1857,  w\as  susp(;iuled 
after  the  walls  in  the  basement  had  been  completed,  and 
was  not  resumed  until  1805  ;  the  congregation  in  the  mean- 
time occupying  rented  rooms,  and  finally  a  temporary 
frame  building  erected  for  the  purpose,  on  Pearl  street.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  county,  the  holding  of  fairs  and  festi- 
vals was  a  frequent  and  successful  way  of  raising  money. 
One  of  these  fairs  held  on  Christmas  day  and  evening,  in 
1856,  by  this  church,  proved  remarkably  successful,  and 
-realized  over  one  thousand  dollars  to  its  treasury. 

On  the  first  day  of  August,  1857,  the  corner-stone  of  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  church,  was  laid  in  Council  Blufis  by  the 
Right  Reverend  Henry  W,  Lee,  the  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Iowa.  The  Reverend  G-eorge  W.  Watson  was  present,  and 
assisted  in  the  services.  The  people  assembled  in  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  marched  in  procession  to  the  lot, 
where  the  stone  was  prepared.  A  brief  history  of  the  par- 
ish, with  the  newspapers  of  the  city,  a  few  coins,  and  some 
other  articles  were  deposited  in  the  box  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  and  over  this  a  large  stone  was  deposited ;  after 
which  an  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by  the  bishop. 
St.  Paul's  parish  had  been  organized  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1856,  through  the  eflbrts  of  Reverend  E.  W.  Peet,  then  of 
Des  Moines,  who  was  the  first  Episcopal  clergyman  who 
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visited  rottawattaniic  county,  or  liold  Horvice  williin  its  lim- 
its.  The  firnt  vestrynieii  of  tlie  church  were  J.  IJ.  Jicerrt, 
Horace  Everett,  W.  C.  James,  J.  P.  (jnsady,!).  C.r>looin^r, 
A.  Cochran,  T.  V.  Trcynor,  Samuel  ]\'rin,  and  (i.  W. 
Dodge.  In  the  fall  the  parish  was  visited  for  the  lirst  time 
by  Bishop  Lee,  accom[)anied  hy  the  venerahle  Bishop  Kem- 
per, the  missionary  bishop  of  the  northwest.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1867,  the  Reverend  George  W.  Watson  arrived  and 
took  charge  of  the  parish,  as  missionary,  lie  als'o  had 
charge  of  a  parish  in  Omaha,  and  divided  his  services 
equally  between  them.  It  was  through  his  influence,  and 
the  active  zeal  of  two  or  three  members  of  the  ]»arish,  that 
a  lot  was  purchased,  and  preparations  made  for  the  erection 
of  a  church.  Nothing  further  was  done  toward  efibcting 
the  object,  beyond  laying  the  corner-stone  which  still  stands 
— just  as  it  was  left  on  the  beautiful  summer  morning  in 
1857,  ii:i  which  it  was  laid.  A  small  frame  edifice  was  how- 
ever erected  on  the  church  lot  in  18G0,  which  is  still  used 
as  a  place  of  worship  by  the  congregation.  The  Beverend 
G.  W.  Watson  remained  in  charge  of  the  parish  until  the 
spring  of  1860. 

At  the  election  held  in  the  year  j.857,  for  county^  officers, 
the  republicans — who  were  in  a  decided  minority  in  the 
county — made  no  uominations,  but  the  candidates  sup- 
ported by  them  -were  mostly  elected.  D.  S.  Nye^was  cho- 
sen county  judge;  W.  D.  Turner,  treasurer  and  recorder; 
William  Baker,  sheriff,  and  Samuel  Ferin,  county  sur- 
veyor. The  total  vote  for  sheriff,  stood  as  follows  :  Wil- 
liam Baker,  two  hundred  and  twenty- three  ;  William  L. 
Biggs,  tw^o  hundred  and  twelve  ;  D.  B.  Clark,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six;  Egbert  Ellsworth,  eighty-eight. 

At  the  October  election,  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  votes 
were  given  for  the  new  constitution,  and  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  against  it.  For  striking  the  word  "  white  "  out 
of  the  suffrage  section,  seven  affirmative  votes  were  cast, 
and  tw^o  hundred  and  tifty-seven  in  the  negative.  The  Nofi- 
pareil,  the  republican  organ  in  the  county  at  this  time, 
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strongly  op])()sc(l  n(\i::,r()  snfiVaL^c.  Vov  proN-crnor,  l>^'nj.'miin 
M.  Samijols  recoh'ocl  lour  limidrcd  jiiid  sixt y-iliro(;  votes, 
and  II.  V.  Lowe,  two  liundred  and  five.  For  senator,  AV. 
11.  M.  TuKcy  had  four  liundrod  and  twenty-six  votes;  P^-ank 
Stut,  two  liundred  and  forty-live.  For  representative,  S. 
II.  Casady  received  four  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  J.  W . 
Denison  two  hundr(Ml  and  four  votes.  Fuscy  and  ('asady 
were  elected.  This  year  the  votes  in  the  county 
were  divided  among  the  diii'erent  townships^  us  fol- 
lows: Kane,  five  hundred  and  four;  Centre,  sixteen; 
Crescent,  eighty -nine  ;  Knox,  fifteen;  Kockford,  thir- 
ty-eight; Walnut,  nine;  Macedonia,  fifteen.  During  the 
canvass  Messrs.  Samuels  and  Lowe  visited  the  county  and 
hold  a  joint  discussion  at  Council  Blufls. 

County  Judge  D.  S.  T^ye  entered  upon  his  office  with  the 
promise  of  making  a  reform  and  improvement  in  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  county  affairs  and  county  finances  ;  tlie 
latter  especially,  it  was  charged,  had  been  badly  managed 
by  his  predecessor,  and  large  amounts  of  swamp  land  mon- 
ey loaned  upon  insufficient  securities.  But  the  promises 
held  out,  of  better  things  under  the  new  administration, 
were  hardly  fulfilled.  During  the  early  part  of  1859,  a 
tract  of  land  for  a  poor- farm  was  purchased,  at  a  price,  it 
was  believed,  far  beyond  its  true  value,  and,  when  the 
order  of  the  county  judge,  in  making  the  purchase,  was 
found  to  be  illegal,  an  act  was  promptly  passed  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly — then  in  session  —  confirming  his  action. 
Public  sentiment  in  the  county  at  the  time  was  greatly 
outraged  by  the  proceeding,  and  some  of  his  sureties  hav- 
ing withdrawn  from  his  official  bond,  'Nye,  on  the  first  of 
May,  1858,  resigned  his  office,  and  its  duties  thereafter  de- 
volved upon  J,  IL  Sherman,  the  county  prosecuting  attor- 
ney. The  latter  soon  after  made  an  order  directing  the 
drainage  commissioner  to  drain  the  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  of  the  county,  and  large  amounts  of  money  were  ex- 
pended on  the  w^ork  during  this  and  the  following  year. 
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The  tide  of  speculation  wliicli  iiiark^d  cIoho  of  the 
year  185G,  continued  in  full  force  in  Council  Jjluflk  diirin^^ 
the  spriui^  and  summer  of  1857.  Sales  of  lots  and  lands 
in  and  adjoining  the  town  site  were  frequent,  and  steadily 
advanciniz;  in  ])rice.  Lots  on  the  husiness  streets"  reach(!d 
to  one  hundred,  and  one  liundred  and  iifly  df)llars  })er  foot, 
and  it  seemed  as  though  no  one  could  make  a  purchase  that 
was  too  liigh  for  some  one  else  to  take  it  off  his  hands  at 
an  increased  price.  The  assessed  value  of  real  and,  per- 
sonal property  within  tlie  limits  of  the  town,  as  returned 
by  the  township  assessor,  amounted  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  to  the  large  sum  of  two  million  two  Imndred  and  sev- 
enty-six thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  As  a  large  pro})or- 
tion  of  this  property  consisted  of  unoccupied  town  lots  and 
lands,  it  was,  of  course,  based  upon  speculative  values. 
Knowing  ones  looked  upon  this  state  of  things  as  alto- 
gether unusual,  and  predicted  that  a  crash  must  soon  come 
— as  indeed  it  did  —  but  no  one  cared  for  these  prophets  of 
disaster  at  that  time ;  money  was  plenty ;  lots  sold  rapidly, 
and  a  continued  stream  of  new-comers  kept  up  the  delu- 
sion, and  steadily  enhanced  the  rate  at  which  sales  of 
real  estate  were  made.  At  the  same  time  a  wonderful 
degree  of  activity  in  all  branches  of  business  was  apparent. 
The  river  ^vas  in  fine  condition,  and  steamers  arrived  at  the 
landing  with  goods  from  below,  almost  daily.  Jjumber 
yards  were  opened,  and  building  material  —  always  enor- 
mously high — was  abundant  and  sold  readily.  Trade  was 
active,  and  the  merchants  were  all  doing  a  good  business. 
The  emigration  across  the  plains  was  large,  and  the  demand 
for  corn  and  country  produce  was  fully  equal  to  the  supply, 
and  at  high  prices.  A  large  number  of  substantial  dwel- 
lings were  commenced  early  in  the  season,  and  finished 
before  cold  weather.  Mr.  W.  C.  James  purchased  the 
property  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Broadway  streets,  and 
commenced,  in  connection  with  Milton  Rogers  and  W.  B. 
Lewis,  the  erection  of  a  new  three -story  building  —  since 
known  as  the  James  block.    Mr.  J.  M.  Palmer,  besides 
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fiiiisliing  oiY  tlio.  ])l()('k  wliicli  Ix.'ars  his  ii.'uiio,  alno  h^irari 
the  work  on  ii  new  two-story  l^uikling  afterwards  known  as 
Concert  Hall,  one  of  tlie  liandKomest  ever  erected  in  the 
city,  but  which  was,  after  a  few  years,  destroyed  by  fire. 
Messrs.  John  A.  Andrews,  V,  A.  Tuttle,  and  II.  C.  Nutt 
made  a  large  purcliase  of  reril  estates,  in  tlie  tlien  soutliern 
part  of  tlie  city,  and  coinnienced  work  on  a  large  liotel  loca- 
ted about  half  a  mile  from  the  business  part  of  tlie  town. 
Although  the  }>roprietor3  expended  from  twenty  tlrouH.'irid 
to  twenty -  five  thousand  dollars  upon  it,  the  structure  was 
never  finished,  and  was  linally  torn  down  and  the  materi- 
als used  in  the  erection  of  other  buildings,  some  years 
afterwards,  and  the  spot  where  it  stood  is  now  (1872)  oc- 
cupied by  the  Congregational  church. 

The  banking  firms  in  business  in  the  city  this  summer 
(1857),  were  the  following:  Officer  &  Pusey ;  Green, 
Weare,  &  Benton;  Baldwin  &  Dodge;  S.  11.  Eiddel  & 
Co.;  and  J.  M.  Palmer  &  Co.  Colonel  Thomas  11. 
Benton,  the  resident  member  of  the  second  firm,  erected  a 
fine  brick  dwelling  in  one  of  the  glens  with  which  the 
city  abounds ;  and  Messrs.  Officer  and  Pusey  each  built 
substantial  dwelling  houses  on  the  south  side  of  the  public 
square.  Mr.  Benton  also  erected  a  fine  banking  house  on 
Broadway,  into  w^hich  he  moved  his  office  about  the  first  of 
September.  All  these  bankers,  except  the  first  named  firm, 
dealt  more  or  less  extensively  in  i^Tebraska  currency,  of 
which  large  quantities  were  afioat  in  the  community.  Col- 
onel Benton  was  president  of  the  American  Exchange 
Bank  of  Omaha;  and  also  of  a  similar  institution  in  Belle- 
vue.  The  failure  of  these  institutions  early  in  the  autimm, 
led  to  the  closing  of  his  own  banking  house  at  Council 
Bluffs.  This  event  occurred  on  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, and  inflicted  quite  hea\y  losses  upon  a  number  of 
persons  whose  money  had  been  deposited  with  him.  Col- 
onel Benton  made  earnest  and  persistent  eflbrts  to  meet  his 
obligations ;  but  many  of  his  banldng  loans  turned  out  to 
be  nearly  or  quite  worthless,  and,  after  surrendering  all  these 
24 
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up  to  meet  liis  linbililics,  toi^-otlier  willi  liis  lioiiie.stead,  con- 
siderable iiiiioiiiits  still  remained  unpaid.  His  lailiu-(;  waH 
the  beginnini>-  of  linan(;ial  distress  in  the  wlioh-  Missouri 
slope. 

Thonecforwavrd  money  beeame  less  and  less  abundant. 
The  Nebraska  banks  one  ai'ler  another  went  (k)\vn,  and 

■  their  bills  became  worthless;  and  the  fever  of  speculation 
was,  for  a  long  time  to  come,  most  decidedly  checked. 
Town  lots  gradually  depreciated  in  value,  and  the  busi- 

^  nessof  real  estate  dealers  became  distressingly  dull,  rrices 
fell  lower  and  lower,  and  in  the  city  of  Council  Bluils  lots 
that  in  185G-7  sold  readily  for  three  thousand  or  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  could  hardly,  at  the  end  of  four  years  from 
that  date,  be  sold  for  one-fourth  of  these  sums.  For  rea- 
sons, however,  which  I  shall  presently  notice,  the  residents 
of  this  city  never  realized  the  full  extent  of  the  financial 
disaster  of  1857,  as  keenly  as  some  other  sections  of  the 
country. 

Boomer  township  was  organized  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1858.  It  is  situated  on  the  northern  line  of  the  county;  is 
twelve  miles  long  from  east  to  west,  and  six  miles  wide 
from  north  to  south,  being  town  77,  ranges  42  and  43.  It  is 
traversed  diagonally  from  the  north-east  by  Pigeon  and 
Honey  creeks;  and  along  these  considerable  settlements 
were  made  by  the  Mormons,  as  early  as  1847-8.  The  old- 
est residents  of  this  class  were  Robert  Kent,  Samuel  Bate- 
man,  Joseph  Wild,  John  Macklin,  Joseph  Beardsley,  and 
William  McKeon.  They  all  remained  in  the  county  after 
the  general  emigration  to  Salt  Lake  in  1852,  and  organized 
a  branch  of  the  Mormon  church,  opposed  to  the  pretensions 
of  Brigham  Young,  and  recognizing  Joseph  Smith  as  their 
spiritual  leader.  The  church  still  exists,  and  has  a  consid- 
erable number  of  members  in  the  county,  and  holds  its 
meetings  regularly  in  the  different  school  houses  of  the  town- 
ship. Joseph  Hall,  wdio  came  into  the  township  in  1852; 
Z.  W.  Remington,  and  Williatn  Goodman,  in  1854 ;  and 
Isaac  M.  Sigler,  in  1857,  were  the  first  Gentile  settlers. 
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The  iii-Ht  townsliip  ollicerH  elected  in  1858,  were  :  — 
Sauiuel  Biitemiui — Justice  of  the  Peace, 
leaiic  M.  Sig-ler — Town  Clerk. 

Henry  GivenB,  Allen  Jone.s,  and  Josej)li  Hall — Trustees. 

James  Kent  was  the  lirst  representative  of  the  towj)sliip 
on  the  board  of  supervisors,  serving  two  years,  lie  waH 
succeeded  hy  Isaac  M.  Sigler,  who  served  six  years. 
The  iirst  school  in  tlie  township  was  opened  in  1850,  in  an 
underground  room  in  Sigler's  yard.  The  townshij), settled 
up  slowly.  From  the  first  it  was  strongly  democratic  in 
politics  —  there  being  for  several  years  only  one  republican 
vote  in  the  township. 

The  land  office  at  Council  Blufls  was  reopened  for  the 
sale  and  entry  of  goverimient  land,  on  tlie  23d  of  February, 
1858,  by  James  Pollard,  register,  and  A.  IT.  Palmer,  receiv- 
er. There  was  a  great  crowd  of  land-buyers  in  attendance 
for  several  months,  and  the  hotels  of  the  city  were  crowded. 
Up  to  the  14th  of  August,  seven  hundred  and  nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  had  been  located  with 
land  warrants,  and  twenty  thousand  and  nine  acres  entered 
and  paid  for  with  cash.  Under  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem nearly  all  the  public  lands  in  southwestern  Iowa  were, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  disposed  of,  or  granted  to  the 
railroads,  so  that  when  the  homested  law  of  1862  was  pas- 
sed, only  a  very  small  amount  was  left  for  settlement  under 
its  benign  provisions.  In  June  of  that  year,  James  Pollard 
resigned  the  ofSce  of  register,  and  Lewis  S.  Hill,  who  had 
been  a  most  capable  and  efficient  clerk  for  several  years, 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  leading  land  agency  firms  engaged  in  business  this 
year  were  Henn,  William,  Hooton  k  Co.;  Casady  &  Test; 
Baldwin  &  Dodge;  Sam  Perin  ;  Loudon  Mullin;  A.  Coch- 
ran ;  Officer  &  Pusey ;  and  Horace  Everett. 

At  the  annual  city  election  in  March,  1858,  the  follo\\dng 
city  officers  were  elected  : — > 

Mayor — J.  S.  Hooton. 

Becorder — Frank  Street. 
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^Veasurev — C.  W.  J5oyor. 
Ciii/  Marshal— C.  W.  Bryan. 

Alderrnm — Fii\st  Wurd,  J.  B.  Lewis  and  B.  TFat^g;  Sec- 
ond AVard,  J.  P.  Casady;  Third  Ward,  Milton  ^  lio-crn ; 
Fourth  Ward,  A.  Cochran;  Killh  Ward,  A.  Shoemaker. 

The  following  city  oflicorH  were  appointed  :  — 

City  Attorney — C.  E.  Stone. 

City  Engineer — Samuel  Perin. 

City  Siq)cr visor — E 1  i  an  Th o  rn I  on . 

The  principal  work  accomplished  during  this  year  by  the 
city  council,  was  the  digging  of  a  new  channel  for  Indian 
creek,  a  small  stream  that  meandered  through  the  valley  in 
which  a  portion  of  the  town  is  built.  Like  all  western 
Btreams,  its  bed  was  very  crooked  and  quite  deep,  but,  in 
seasons  of  high  water,  it  overliowed  its  banks;  often  doing 
much  damage  to  adjoining  property.  The  project  of  cut- 
ting a  new  channel  —  by  which  it  was  made  to  run  nearly 
due  west,  out  into  the  Missouri  bottom  —  had  been  a  favor- 
ite one  for  some  time.  This  year  it  was  finally  accom- 
plished, mainly  through  the  exertions  and  energy  of  Col- 
onel A.  Cochran,  a  member  of  the  city  council.  To  effect 
this  object,  the  mill  property  of  Madison  Dagger  was  pur- 
chased by  the  city,  and  paid  for  in  city  bonds,  which  have 
since  been  redeemed;  and  the  locality  where  the  mill  and 
mill  race  >Yere  situated  is  now  nearly  all  occupied  by  hand- 
some dAvellings.  In  several  law  suits  which  have  been 
brought  against  the  city  in  subsequent  years,  for  damages 
alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  straightening  of  the 
creek,  the  legality  and  good  policy  of  the  work  have  been 
fully  vindicated.  The  new  channel,  beside  furnishing  a 
fair  supply  of  water  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  furnishes 
excellent  drainage  for  the  city;  and,  when  the  work  of 
properly  protecting  its  banks  is  completed,  its  beneficial  in- 
fluence upon  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
will  be  still  more  fully  acknowledged. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1858,  a  convention  was  held  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  construction  of 
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a  railroad  from  tliat  city  to  Saint  Joscpli.  Four  counticM  in 
Iowa,  two  couiitioH  in  Xctbranka,  and  tliroc  (counties  in  Min- 
souri  were  represented  l)y  delei^ates.  The  [)rop<)S(Ml  rail- 
road was'  quite  fully  and.  favorably  considered,  and  an  or- 
ganization for  its  construction  effected.  The  first  ollicerH 
of  tlie  new  com})any  were :  — 

S.  F.  Nuckolls— 7V6'67Vi6'/i/. 
Horace  Everett —  Vice  Frcsidmt. 
S.  S.  Curtis — Secretary. 
L.  Nuckolls — Treasurer. 

H.  C.  Nutt  was  appointed  chief  engineer,  and  lie  ininic- 
diatcly  proceeded  to  make  a  survey  of  the  portion  of  the 
road  extending  from  Council  Bluffs  to  the  state  line.  His 
first  and  preliminary  report  was  submitted  to  the  stockhold- 
ers at  a  meeting  held  on  the  12th  of  July  following,  at 
which  time  Enos  Lowe,  S.  F  Nuckolls,  B.  F.  liector,  eT.  W. 
Coolidge,  L.  Nuckolls,  L.  W.  Babbitt,  J.  S.  Jackson,  J.  D. 
Test,  and  A.  Cochran,  were  elected  directors  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  Mr.  Nutt's  report  was  highly  favoral)le  to  the 
construction  of  the  road.  Very  little  grading  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  road-bed,  and  only  one  or  two  bridges  of  any 
importance,  on  the  entire  route  to  the  state  line. 

-  At  the  April  election  in  1858,  held  in  the  county,  James 
B.  Hue  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools,  by 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six  votes  against  two  hundred  and 
forty-one  for  Sanmel  Eggleston,  and  nineteen  for  Thomas 
Officer.  On  the  28th  of  June,  the  vote  for  a  state  bank 
and  for  a  general  banking  law  was  largely  in  the  affirma- 
tive. At  the  August  election,  J.  H.  Sherman  was  elected 
county  judge ;  C.  P.  Kellogg,  clerk  of  the  district  court ; 
and  C.  P.  Smith,  coroner.  The  fourth  election  this  year 
was  held  in  October,  but  was  not  conducted  w^ith  a  great 
deal  of  spirit.  S.  R.  Curtis  and  Henry  H.  Trimble  the  op- 
posing candidates  for  congress,  each  visited  the  county  and 
delivered  addresses,  but  the  meetings  were  not  largely 
attended.    The  result  was  as  follows  :  — 
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And  the  majority  for  tlie  other  (leiiio(;ratic  caiurKhite 
was  about  two  hundred.  At  the  same  time  E.  If.  Sears 
was  elected  district  judge,  and  R.  B.  Parrott  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  tliird  judicial  distri(;t,  to  which  l\)ttawatta- 
mie  county  belonged.  The  former  was  the  republican  and 
tlie  latter  the  democratic  candi(Late ;  the  opposing  candi- 
dates  were  J.  M.  Dews  and  Samuel  Forrey. 

Silver  Creek  township  was  organized  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1858.  Its  name  is  taken  from  a  beautiful  stream 
of  water  that  runs  across  its  eastern  part,  and  along  which 
the  first  settlements  were  made  as  early  as  1848.  The  old 
Mormon  trail,  and  subsequent  stage  road,  crossed  the  crock 
in  section  31,  town  74 — 41,  and  here  a  frame  dwelling  and 
barn  were  erected  by  a  man  named  Mace,  in  1850,  wliicli 
were  long  used  as  a  stage  station.  The  western  part 
of  Silver  Creek  township  is  crossed  by  Keg  creek,  and  near 
the  point  where  this  is  crossed  by  the  stage  road,  a  settle- 
ment was  early  made  by  a  man  named  Shaw,  who  sold  out 
to  "William  Campbell,  in  1852.  About  the  same  time  James 
M.  Putney  and  Thomas  Moffatt  settled  near  the  same  place. 
Thomas  Moifatt,  in  December,  1853,  made  the  first  entry  of 
land  in  the  township.  The  next  entries  were  made  early 
in  1854,  by  Lyman  Campbell  and  Pleasant  Taylar.  The 
next  settlers  in  the  township  were  Edward  Ward,  John 
Bratten,  and  J.  D.  Craven.  The  township  settled  up  slowly, 
and,  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  had  onh^  about  a  dozen 
votes.  It  has  at  present  two  school  houses  within  its  limits. 
The  population  in  1870,  by  the  United  States  census,  was 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

The  first  exhibition  of  the  Pottawattamie  county  agricul- 
tural society  was  held  at  Council  Blufi:s  on  the  13th  and 
14th  of  October,  1858.  The  number  of  entries  was  quite 
large,  and  the  display  of  stock  and  agricultual  productions 
very  encouraging.  Caleb  Baldwin  was  president  of  the  so- 
ciety ;  W.  H.  Kinman,  secretary ;  and  among  the  exhibit- 
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ors  at  tlic  lair,  and  tliosn  most  activi;  in  promotiiip^  its  ob- 
jects, were  L.  W.  Bal)l)itt,  1).  ]3.  CJark,  William  Garner, 
II.  A.  Terry,  .1.  1^].  Johnson,  M.  Turley,  and  others.  CoL 
33abbitt's  i'amous  liorso,  Cherokee,  earried  oiY  llie  iirst  and 
highest  i)rcmium  ol'  cii^lit  dolUirs.  The  hidies'  tournament 
on  the  second  (hiy,  excited  a  i^Tcat  deal  of  interest,  and  two 
line  saddles  were  awarded  to  tlie  best  riders.  The  la(li(j.s 
who  competed  for  these  prizes  were,  Mrs.  Goui^h,  Miss  do- 
sepbine  Biggs,  Mrs.  AVriglit,  Miss  Amy  Wliite,  Mr-s.  Mil- 
ton, Mrs.  Kobinson,  and  Miss  Delia  Jackson.  As  usual 
with  all  public  gatherings  in  those  days,  a  social  dance  fol- 
lowed in  the  evening  following  tlie  second  day  of  the  fair, 
which  was  largely  attended  by  the  citizens,  both  male  and 
female. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of  December,  1858,  Mr. 
A.  D.  Long,  one  of  the  publisliers  of  the  Council  Dlulfs 
Nowpareil^  was  found,  frozen  to  death,  in  a  small  creek  near 
the  centre  of  the  city,  into  which  he  liad  fallen  from  an 
open  bridge  wliile  on  his  way  to  his  residence  the  evening 
previous.  The  night  had  been  intensely  cold,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  he  had  been  so  benumbed  by  the  fall  that  he 
was  unable  to  extricate  himself  from  the  icy  channel.  This 
sad  event  threw^  a  deep  gloom  over  the  community.  ^Ir.  Long 
was  a  warmhearted,  steadfast  friend,  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  and  possessed  those  genial  and  social  traits  that 
endeared  his  memory  to  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

I  have  already  remarked  that  the  people  of  Council 
Bluffs  were  never  called  upon  to  realize  the  full  severity  of 
the  hard  times  that  followed  the  financial  crash  of  1857,  as 
keenl}^  as  some  other  sections  of  the  country.  This  was 
principally  owing  to  the  tide  of  emigration  that  was  con- 
stantly sweeping  across  the  state  of  Iowa  for  the  western 
territories  and  California.  The  Missouri  river  towns,  and 
especially  the  county  seat  of  Pottawattamie  county,  were 
the  great  outfitting  points  for  a  large  proportion  of  these 
emigrants ;  hence,  trade  was  active  ;  merchandise  sold  freely 
for  cash,  and  the  farmer  found  a  good  market  for  his  corn 
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and  w]icat,  and  at  lair  priccH.  Tlie  discovery  of  fj;o](\  in 
Cherry  crook,  in  wliat  is  now  the  territory  of  Colorado, 
greatly  augmented  and  increased  this  traffic.  Captain  J. 
H.  Smith,  a  resident  of  Council  Bliiils,  is  naid  to  have 
been  the  first  person  who  found  the  sparkling  metal  in  the 
bed  of  the  river  in  tliat  now  famous  locality.  The  first  an- 
nouncement of  this  discovery  was  made  in  the  Council 
Blulls  Nonpareil,  on  the  11th  of  September,  1858,  and  the 
article  had  tlie  following  heading,  in  startling  capitals  :  — 

" Pike's  Peak  Gold  Diggings.  Eureka!  Eukkka!!  Gold 
Mines  within  500  Miles.  The  Best  Route  Tjiituer. 
The  Yellow  Fever  Spreading  RAriDLv.  The  Only  An- 
tidote— Pick  and  Shovel." 

And  from  that  time  for  the  next  year  or  two,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  columns  of  all  the  papers  published  in  the  country 
were  filled  with  articles  on  the  new  gold  regions,  and  the 
best  route  to  them.  Council  Bluffs,  Nebraska  City,  and 
Saint  Joseph  were  the  rival  outfitting  towns,  and  the  public 
press  of  each  labored  to  convince  the  country  that  the  best 
and  shortest,  and  most  dir<^ct  road  to  the  diggings  lay 
through  its  limits.  An  elaborate  map  appears  in  the  pa- 
pers of  Council  Blufi^s,  in  January,  1859,  of  the  road  from 
Council  Bluffs  to  the  Cherry  Creek  gold  mines,  of  which 
thousands  of  copies  were  published  and  scattered  over  the 
country.  A  number  of  residents  of  Pottawattamie  county 
left  for  the  new  goldfi.elds,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  among  whom 
was  Samuel  S.  Curtis,  whose  letters  appeared  regularly  in 
the  Nonpareil.  Reports  continued  uniformly  favorable  for 
several  months,  and  a  steady  stream  of  gold-seekers  —  in 
spite  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  —  pushed  across  the 
plains.  Many  of  these  were  but  poorly  provided  for  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  the  way ;  hundreds,  it  was 
asserted,  perished  from  cold  and  starvation.  As  the  spring 
of  1859  advanced,  the  reports  were  less  favorable,  and  not 
a  few  of  the  newspapers  at  the  east  pronounced  the  whole 
thing  a  humbug.    In  April  and  May  a  regular  stampede 
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among  tlic  cinigr.nils  connncnccd  mid  liiiudrcds  (;f  tlicjri  re- 
crossed  llie  Mirisoin-i  on  tljcii-  return.  Sonic;  oi'  lln^sc;  peo- 
ple wore  highly  indignant  iit  the  |)eoj)]c  and  newspapers  on 
the  Missouri,  who,  it  was  eharg^Ml,  misled  them  into  selling 
out  on  tlieir  bootless  scareh  for  gold,  and  threats  of  ven- 
geanee  were  sometimes  heard.  This  led  timorous  people 
to  fear  for  the  safety  of  their  property. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  185(^,  William  11.  Kinsman,  a 
young  man  of  indomitable  perseverance,  who  for  several 
months  had  been  writing  for  the  Nonpareil,  walked  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Council  Blulis  to  Cherry  creek.  As  he 
marched  westward  he  sent  back  encouraging  letters,  which 
were  published  in  the  county  papers.  He  reached  the  min- 
ing region  early  in  June,  and  his  first  letter,  giving  the 
result  of  his  explorations  and  observations  in  the  gold  re- 
gion, reached  Council  JJluffsin  mid-summer.  It  was  highly 
favorable,  and  produced  a  great  excitement.  The  Nonpareil 
printing  office  was  illuminated;  a  band  of  music  paraded 
the  streets,  and  a  crowd  gathered  in  front  of  Palmer's  block 
where  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Farmer  and  others. 
The  announcement  of  the  event  in  the  Nonpareil  was  char- 
acteristic, and  spread  out  in  flaming  capitals,  read  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Let  the  Shanghai  Crow."  (A  grotesque  picture  of  a 
rooster  here  followed.) 
"  Let  the  Hawkeye  Groan.  Letter  from  our  Special 
Correspondent,  W.  H.  Kinsman,  Esq.  The  Gold  of 
Pike's  Peak  no  longer  a  Myth.  Our  Fondest  Hopes 
Realized.  Grand  IllUxMination.  Ee.ioicing  of  the 
People.    Truth  Vindicated.    Justice  Triumphant." 

The  expression,  "Let  the  Hawkeye  groan,'*  referred  to 
the  course  of  the  Burlington  Hawkeye,  which  had,  on  seve- 
ral occasions,  pronounced  the  whole  story  about  the  discov- 
ery of  gold  on  Cherry  creek  a  wicked  deception  and  fraud. 
At  the  same  time,  the  letters  of  Horace  G  reeley,  A.  D.  Eicli- 
ardson,  and  Henry  Yibbard  were  published,  giving  also  a 
25 
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highly  favorable  report  of  the  i)rorip(:ct.s  of  the  nilneri  hi  the 
Pike's  l*eak  regions. 

This  Keemed  to  nettle  the  (juestioii,  and  indeed,  from  tliifl 
time  no  one  was  hardy  enough  to  deny  the  existenee  of 
gold  in  the  new  mining  region.  The  emigration  went 
stciidily  forw{ird,  and  the  wngons  of  the  emigrants  lined 
the  roads  and  hlled  the  valleys,  during  the  summer  season, 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  until  the  construetion  of  the  Union 
PaeiOc  railroad  furnished  a  (piicker,  eheaper,  and  niorc 
convenient  mode  of  travel  to  the  mountains,  and  the  rich 
mines  with  wdiich  they  abound. 

[to  be  continued.] 
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BY  R.  B.  GROFF,  MARENGO,  IOWA. 


HEKRY  SPEAGUE  came  to  this  city  from  his  advanced 
trading-post,  some  thirty-five  miles  above  this  place, 
on  the  Iowa  river  just  above  w^hat  is  now  called  Raven 
Creek.  He  had  selected  this  as  a  point  for  trading  with  the 
Indians.  The  company  consisted  of  his  father,  brother, 
wife,  and  himself.  "  After  having  constructed  his  temporary 
log  shanty,  he  returned  to  his  former  home  at  Brush  I\un 
(now  Homestead),  for  some  implement  that  had  been  for- 
gotten. A  trip  there  and  back  (eighty  miles)  would  now 
Ibe  considered  quite  an  undertaking.  (When  he  came  back 
here  it  w^as  late  in  the  fall  of  1848.)  It  was  snowing  very 
fast  —  large,  plushy  iiakes  fell  so  last  that  he  feared  his 
progress  would  be  impeded.  lie  tried  to  buy  a  pair  of 
snow-shoes  from  an  old  Indian  here ;  but,  failing  in  this, 
he  bought  some  coffee,  sugar,  and  tea  at  the  only  store  we 
then  had  in  this  place,  and  started  homeward. 
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After  he  left  this  pliico  it  ceased  Hnowing;  a  lii^ht,  driz- 
zling rain  set  in,  and  the  snow  became  soft  and  nhiHhy. 
He  had  nothin^^  on  liin  feet  but  an  ohl  pair  of  rnoccaRins. 
Being  an  exceUent  walker  he  made  good  headway.  Aljout 
four  o'clock  it  commenced  growing  cold.  He  was  then 
about  ten  miles  from  home.  He  ran  down  hill  and  walked 
up  to  keep  warm.  He  found  tlie  buckskin  moccasins  were 
freezing  to  his  feet.  lie  thouglit  Ijc  would  stop  and  take 
them  off;  he  proceeded  to  do  so,  but  found  on  examining 
his  pockets,  that  he  had  no  knife.  He  tried  to  open  the 
firmly  tied  knots  ^yith  liis  teeth.  Failing  in  tliis,  he  tried 
to  arise  and  walk;  but  found  that  his  feet  were  so  frozen 
it  was  impossible  to  do  so.  lie  actually  crawled  some  five 
miles  on  his  hands  and  knees,  and  reached  home  that  night. 
Unfortunately,  they  applied  warm  water  to  his  feet,  to  get 
the  moccasins  off.  The  consequence  was,  his  feet  were  ru- 
ined. He  has  hobbled  around  for  the  last  twenty  3xars,  on 
his  knees. 

As  his  wife  was  about  to  be  confined,  they  concluded  that  . 
it  would  be  best  to  construct  a  hand-sled,  and  try  to  reach 
home  on  the  Iowa  river,  on  the  ice,  and  abandon  their  trad- 
ing-post. 'Next  morning  they  started  on  their  long  jour- 
ney, following  the  serpentine  course  of  the  river,  probably 
about  seventy-five  miles. 

About  ten  miles  above  this  place,  on  the  Iowa  river,  his 
wife  was  delivered  of  a  large,  healthy  boy,  which  has  since 
grown  to  be  a  man.  There  was  no  one  present  that  dreary 
night,  but  her  husband,  his  father,  and  brother ;  the  two  lat- 
ter only  could  render  her  any  aid,  and  she  was  more  suc- 
cessful than  many  under  similar  circumstances,  in  kingly 
palaces. 
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GENERAL  JESSE  E.  EROWN. 


BY  HAWKINS  TAVLOll,  WASHIN(i'JON,  D.  C. 


AMONG  tlie  early  settlers  in  lowii,  and  es|H'(;ially  in 
Lee  county,  none  was  bettei'  known,  none  niore 
prominent,  than  General  Jesse  11  Brown.  Tlie  general,  in 
personal  appearance,  was  remarkable — six  feet  seven 
^  inches  tall  in  his  stocking  feet,  as  straight  as  an  arrow",  and 
in  polished  politeness — when  sober  —  had  no  superior. 
Never  forgot  a  name,  nor  its  locality,  nor  the  peculiar  char- 
acteristics of  the  most  casual  acquaintance.  When  in  his 
cups,  there  was  no  act  of  daring  recklessness  that  he  would 
not  do.  It  was  the  wonder  of  himself  and  friends,  thiit  he 
escaped  with  his  life,  through  his  many  reckless,  dare-devil 
freaks. 

General  Brown  was  born  in  Christian  county,  Kentucky, 
about  the  beginning  of  this  century.  His  father  was  a 
•man  of  fair  ability,  excellent  character,  and  independent 
means,  a  Baptist  preacher  of  the  hard-shell,  iron-side  order, 
did  not  preach  for  pay ;  did  not  believe  in  temperance  soci- 
eties, Bible  societies,  missionary  societies,  nor  in  Sunday 
schools ;  was  ready  to  take  his  wine  with  any  respectable 
citizen — unless  at  the  communion  table,  where  he  admit- 
ted none  but  of  the  hard-shell  order. 

When  a  young  man,  Jesse  B.  removed  to  Illinois,  and 
was  for  years  clerk  of  the  court  of  Edgar  county.  lie 
commanded  a  company  of  rangers  during  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  and  was  appointed  captain  of  the  first  regiment  dragoons 
in  the  regular  arni}^,  August  15th,  1833.  Montrose  at  the 
head  of  the  De  Moines  rapids,  was  located  as  a  military 
post,  and  this  regiment  ordered  to  that  point.  Probably 
no  better  material  ever  entered  the  army  than  this  new 
company.  This  regiment  of  dragoons  supposed  that  they 
would  be  engaged  mainly  in  exploring  what  was  then  a 
western  wilderness,  but  now  the  states  of  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin.     When  located  at 
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Montrose,  lliey  iiad  lo  hiiild  llicir  own  qu.'irt»']'s  and  Ijar- 
racks,  out.  oi'  lo^-.s  —  a!l  tlic;  liimbcr  used  had  to  Ijl*  \)Vi>u<i\ii 
from  i*ittis])uri;'li  l)y  l>uat. 

About  this  time  B.  S.  lioherts,  who  has  iigui-ed  since  in 
several  wars,  and  wlio  lias  the  reputation  of  heiiig  the 
brightest  and  sharpest  uvau  that  West  Point  ever  educated, 
was  then  fresh  from  AVest  Point.  Benny  was  the  acting 
commissary  of  the  post.  The  soldiers  were  rnainly  from 
the  west,  and  knew  all  about  building  log  houses;  while 
Benny  had  never  seen  one  built  in  liis  life,  probably.  The 
fort  was  beautifully  located;  the  ofncers'  cjuarters  near  the 
river,  and  the  barracks  for  the  soldiers  on  the  higli  ground, 
with  a  double  "  L"  running  toward  the  river,  leaving  a 
beautiful  piece  of  ground  in  the  centre.  The  men  had  got 
one  row  of  huts  ready  for  the  roof,  when  little  Benny,  in 
all  the  glory  and  pride  of  young  West  Point,  discovered 
that  thcrewere  no  doors  cut  into  the  rooms.  He  at  once  ordered 
them  torn  down,  and  doors  cut  out.  The  soldiers  tried  to 
explain  that  they  had  notches  in  the  logs ;  that  they  could 
put  in  a  cross-cut  saw,  and  saw  out  the  doors  when  the  roof 
was  on ;  but  AVest  Point  could  hear  no  explanation.  But, 
fortunately,  when  a  part  had  been  torn  down.  Captain 
Brown  came  along  and  stopped  the  work,  and  ordered 
them  put  up  again  as  at  first,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the 
young  lieutenant.  But  Roberts  fought  gallantly  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  became  a  general  during  the  late  unpleas- 
antness, and  is  now  in  AYashington  on  the  retired  list.  But 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  is  not  happy.  He  invented  the 
best  gun  for  killing  people,  that  has  ever  been  invented  — 
as  he  says  —  but  the  war  department  will  not  adopt  it ;  and 
worse  than  that,  he  had  made  a  bargain  with  the  Reming- 
tons to  manufacture  his  arms,  and  sell  them  to  the  French 
to  be  used  in  their  late  war  with  Germany;  but  just  as  the 
manufacturing  commenced,  the  war  department  went  to 
work  and  sold  all  of  their  old  guns  to  the  Remingtons,  and 
thus  defeated  the  sale  of  his. —  to  the  discredit  of  the 
war  department,  and  the  ruin  of  the  French  —  as  Benny 
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fully  l)oli(^vefl.  Tlieii,  there  is  a  law  of  con^re.^s  a^^aiimt 
any  ofliccr  prosecuting  a  claim  before  the  war  dejyarliiKjiit. 
But,  worst  of  all,  Horace  Greeley  may  be  elected  presidc-nt, 
and  after  that  all  is  to  be  peace,  and  no  further  use  lor 
guns.  Horrible! 

I.  could  fdl  a  book  with  laughable  scrapes  of  Brown's 
while  in  the  army;  one  I  will  give. 

As  before  stated,  his  company  was  composed  of  good 
-material  —  mainly  young  men  of  character,  and  while  in 
the  saddle,  exploring  the  new  world,  were  content ;  but  when 
confined  to  barrack  life,  under  the  strictest  discipline,  they 
soon  tired  and  many  deserted.  A  batch  of  some  half-dozen 
went  off,  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  on  the  ice.  Brown  fol- 
lowed them,  spending  a  day  and  a  couple  of  nights  at  Capt. 
Knapp's,  in  Ft.  Madison.  He  was  on  one  of  his  high  benders  ; 
it  was  getting  late  in  the  winter  and  the  ice  on  the  river  was 
so  soft  that  no  one  had  dared  to  venture  on  it  for,  several 
days.  But  Brown  swore  tliat  he  would  cross.  He  was  on 
a  powerful  horse,  and  no  Camanche  Indian  ever  rode  a 
horse  better  than  lie  did.  He  had  drunk  enough  to  make 
him  perfectly  reckless.  He  went  on  to  the  ice  in  full  run, 
and  so  crossed  the  river.  All  of  the  people  (^f  the  town, 
not  many  at  that  time,  however,  stood  on  the  bank,  breath- 
less, expecting  every  jump  of  the  horse  to  be  his  last. 
When  Brown  had  crossed  the  channel,  and  was  out. of  dan- 
ger, he  turned  and  waved  his  plume  to  the  reheved  specta- 
tors, and  gave  a  few  Indian  yells  and  rode  off.  He  followed 
the  deserters  to  Rushville,  Illinois,  where  he  lost  them. 

Rushville  was  settled  mainly  by  Kentiickians,  many  of 
them  acquaintances  of  Brown's,  and  generally  of  the  hard- 
shell Baptist  persuasion.  The  town  had  a  good  tavern  for 
that  day,  a  good  drinking  place  close  by,  where  groceries 
of  all  kinds  were  sold,  and  whisky  was  sold  by  the  tin-cup, 
after  the  good  old  Kentucky  style,  and,  as  the  season  was 
dull,  the  people  had  little  else  to  do  than  go  to  town  and 
drink.  Brown  enjoyed  himself  hugely  for  several  days,  in 
getting  the  grocery  full  of  people  and  supplying  them  with 
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whisky.  At  iiiiicpL'nce  a  tiri-ciip,  a  little  money  goes  ^ood 
way,  and  tlie  General  soon  became  the  most  popular  man 
in  all  that  region,  his  fame  spreading  day  by  day,  and 
his  customers  continually  increasing.  In  loc^lcing  around 
the  grocery,  he  had  discovered  bebind  the  counlc-r,  an 
empty  })Owder-keg.  When  the  General  felt  that  th('  tbing 
had  run  long  enough,  he  got  out  his  horse  in  the  morning, 
to  leave,  but  went  over  to  the  grocery  and  found  it  chuck 
full,  all  rejoiced  to  see  him ;  but  instead  of  treating  the 
crowd  as  before,  the  general  walked  behind  the  counter, 
took  up  the  powder-keg,  opened  the  stove  door,  and,  with 
a  terrible  oath,  swore  that  he  thought  that  population  had 
lived  long  enough,  and  threw  the  powder-keg  into  the 
stove.  isTo  crowd  ever  made  haste  more  quickly  to  get  out 
the  store  than  did  that  one.  When  they  had  all  got  out  — 
without  any  reference  to  their  manner  of  going  —  the  Gen- 
eral walked  out,  mounted  his  horse,  gave  a  few  Indian 
yells,  and  galloped  otf. 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  the  General  resigned  his  commis- 
sion, and  moved  to  Fort  Madison.  lie  had  opened  a  large 
store  at  that  point  previously ;  but  the  general  break-up  of 
that  year  that  was  so  fatal  to  the  business  men  south  and 
west,  broke  him.  It  was  a  sad  blow  to  his  sensitive  nature, 
and  more  sad  to  his  proud  family,  leaving  them  poor  and 
helpless. 

In  1838,  the  General  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council 
of  the  first  Iowa  territorial  legislature,  running  ahead  of 
his  ticket  —  in  fact,  he  was  the  only  candidate  that  was 
elected  on  the  ticket  that  lie  ran  upon.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  legislature  he  was  elected  president  of  the  council,  and 
since  then  there  has  never  been  a  more  successful  presiding 
officer  of  the  territorial  council  or  state  senate  than  Brown 
made  that  winter,  notwithstanding,  the  session  commenced 
in  a  fight  with  Conway,  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  a 
dissipated,  vnld,  talented,  educated  Irishman,  and  ended 
in  a  light  with  the  governor.  The  fight  with  the  secretary 
was  about  pen-knives,  and  with  the  governor  about  the  ap- 
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poinliiu'iit  of  u  few  iK)t:iri<'s,  aud  a  L^n-ncral  ov  two.  Tho 
sort  ()('  i;-eiu!rals  —  like  Cary,  oj*  M i(:liiL:;an,  luadt?  lai/ioii-.  hy 
Tom  Corwiu  —  the  whole  tliin-j,-  was  worse  than  a  farce, 
and  was  kc})t  up  by  a  few  men  on  each  side  for  spite. 
Brown  liad  no  lieart  in  llie  li;;]it,  and,  as  ])i-esidin!^  oflieer, 
gave  entire  satisfaction  to  botli  sides.  Politically,  Brown 
was  a  follower  of  Henry  Clay,  then  a  republican,  but  never 
a  bitter  })artizan. 

Fort  Madison  was  one  of  tlie  handsomest  and  most  prom- 
inent towns  in  the  territory  for  many  voars,  and  has  always 
been  one  of  tlie  solid,  steady-goin^  towns.  She  was  one  of 
thie  towns  laid  off  and  sold  by  act  of  congress.  From  1835 
to  1837,  speculation  in  town  lots  ran  high,  and  a  great  deal 
of  mone}'  was  uiade  and  lost  in  the  operation.  One  of  the 
operators  was  Benjamin  Brattain,  now  in  Oregon.  Ben 
had  some  town  lots  after  the  break-up  in  1837 ;  was  lazier 
than  the  laziest  man  that  you  could  name  ;  had  little  educa- 
tion, but  was  good-natured  and  kind,  and  ahvays  reading — 
but  if  he  ever  had  an  idea  that  Ed  Johnston  did  not  fur- 
nish him  with,  no  one  ever  hoard  of  it. 

One  day  when  the  General  Avas  running  a  good  head  of 
steam,  he  found  Ben  in  the  Madison  house,  in  his  usual 
seat,  reading.  The  General  took  a  large  pin,  and  walked 
up  to  Ben,  stretched  out  his  ear,  and  run  the  pin  through 
it,  leaving  it  in  the  ear.  Ben  sprang  to  his  feet,  took  up 
his  chair,  and  made  for  the  General.  Brown  straiglitened 
himself  up  to  his  full  height,  and,  with  an  astonished  and 
injured  look,  demanded  with  terrible  oaths,  what  Ben 
meant  Brattain  called  his  attention  to  the  condition  of 
his  ear.  Brown,  with  still  greater  surprise,  swore  the  coun- 
try was  coming  to  a  nice  condition  when  a  man  could  not 
take  little  liberties  with  his  friends,  without  their  getting 
mad  about  it.  Ben  quietly  took  out  the  pin  from  his  ear, 
acknowledged  satisfaction,  and  went  to  reading  again. 

On  one  occasion  during  one  of  the  numerous  county-seat 
contests  in  Lee  county,  Guy  Wells  and  Brown  were  sent  as 
a  comnuttee  to  Montrose  to  secure  the  Alormon  vote  for 


1872.] 


GKNKKAL  JKSSK   15.  iUlOWX, 


201 


Fort  MadiHOii.  Brown  was  always  a  favorite  with  the  Mor- 
mons. Their  conveyanee  was  tlie  hox-trap  stage  of  that 
day.  Brown  and  Wells  occupied  tlie  l)ack:  scat;  on  the 
seat  next  in  front  was  a  rough  specimen,  wlio  made  liimself 
oflensive  by  boasting  of  his  many  Indian,  and  other  brave 
exploits,  l^rown  was  in  a  luellow  mooc],  and,  after  stand- 
ing the  fellow's  l)oa3ting  as  long  as  he  could,  he  turned  to 
Wells  and  enquired  if  he  ever  heard  of  how  he  had  served 
a  Camanclie  chief  during  the  expedition  of  the  dnigoons 
into  this  country,  years  before.  Wells  said  that  he  never 
had,  when  Brown  went  into  a  minute  account  of  the  quar- 
rel, at  the  end  of  which  he  hit  the  chief  with  his  fist, 
"knocking  him  heels  over  head,"  and  suiting  the  action  to 
the  word,  he  hit  the  fellow^  such  a  blow  in  the  short-ribs 
that  it  knocked  him  breathless,  to  the  front  of  the  stage 
under  the  driver's  feet.  The  driver  stopped  and  drew  the 
fellow  up,  when  Brown,  with  the  kindest  words,  inquired  if 
he  was  hurt,  assuring  him  that  he  was  merely  illustrating 
his  story.  As  soon  as  the  fellow  could  speak,  he  informed 
the  General  that  in  future,  when  illustrating  that  stor>j,  he 
hoped  that  he  would  find  some  other  subject  than  himself 
to  illustrate  upon.  They  were  no  more  troubled  with  In- 
dian stories  from  that  fellow,  that  trip. 

General  Brown  had  no  capacity  for  ordinary  money-mak- 
ing trades  or  business.  IS  o  man  had  a  keener  relish  for  the 
pleasures  and  enjoyments  that  money  gives  a  man ;  yet  he 
had  no  more  capacity  to  husband  it  than  a  child.  If  he 
had  possessed  the  wealth  of  an  Astor,  all  his  friends  and 
those  about  him  w^ould  have  been  rich  as  long  as  his  money 
lasted ;  the  result  was,  that  from  his  failure  in  business  in 
1838,  to  his  death  in  1864,  his  life  was  a  life  of  poverty,  and 
much  of  the  time,  real  w^ant  of  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
life ;  but,  during  all  that  time,  I  never  heard  him  complain 
of  Providence  or  the  world.  He  always  attributed  his  want 
of  success  to  his  own  faults.  In  his  drinking,  he  was  not 
like  other  men ;  when  he  drank,  it  was  a  wild  spree  — 
while  it  lasted,  probably  but  a  few  days,  but  sometimes 
26 
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runiiiiitj^  into  weeks ;  then  lnj  would  not,  drink'  ii  droj)  for 
months, and  lain  sure  no  person  ever  tried  liarder  to  restnun 
himself  from  doin^-  evil  than  did  ikown  to  ke<'p  out  of 
these  sprees.  Those  that  were  intimate  witli  liini  eould 
tell  when  they  were  eominj^  on,  by  his  restlessness.  Ife 
could  not  be  still  until  ni<j;ht,  and  then  he  would  surrender 
to  his  old  enemy,  and  none  knew  tlie  infamous  character  of 
the  enemy  better  than  Brown,  himself. 

Nearly  one- third  of  Lee  county  is  included  in  what  is 
known  as  the  "  Half- Breed  tract."  This  tract  had  been 
given  in  treaty  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians,  to  the 
half-breeds  of  their  tribe.  Speculators  soon  bouiz:ht  out  the 
interest  of  these  half-breeds;  bought  mostly  by  a  Isv.w 
York  company  and  parties  in  Saint  Louis.  In  the  s})rin£^ 
of  1841,  the  Lee  county  district  court,  Charles  Miison,  judge, 
made  a  decree  dividing  these  lands  into  one  hundred  and 
one  shares.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  claimants  all 
lived  outside  of  Lee  county.  The  settlers  on  the  tract  re- 
pudiated this  claim,  and  unitedly  organized  for  mutual  de- 
fense and  protection  against  the  claimants  under  the  decree, 
and,  constituting  about  one-third  of  the  voters  of  the  coun- 
ty, they  were  a  political  force.  It  was  claimed  by  them 
.that  the  survey  of  the  tract  was  wrong;  that,  in  place  of 
there  being  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  acres,  there 
were,  honestly,  but  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  at  most,  and 
that  of  right,  the  balance  w^as  government  land,  and  tliey 
petitioned  congress  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  a 
resurvey.  General  A.  C.  Dodge  was  then  the  delegate  in 
cono;ress,  from  the  territory,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  a 
law  passed  by  congress,  for  a  resurvey.  This  was  glad  tid- 
ings for  the  settlers ;  hut  no  survey  was  made,  and  the  next 
session  of  congress  repealed  the  law. 

General  Dodge,  who  was,  probably,  the  most  popular  and 
efficient  delegate  that  has  ever  been  in  congress,  from  any 
of  the  territories,  opposed  the  repeal ;  but  the  Xew  York 
^nd  Saint  Louis  interests  were  too  powerful  for  him.  and 
beside  it  w^as  shown  that  the  old  survey  was  correct,  and 
gave  the  claimants  under  the  decree  vested  rights  that  con- 
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grcsH  could  not  disturb.  This  was  a  hanl  blow  on  the  RCt- 
tlcrs,  and  it  ciirue  just  nt  the  time  of  the  state  orf^anizalion. 

The  settlers  were  made  to  believe  that  the  repeal  of  the 
law  was  all  the  fault  of  the  dele<i;ate;  that  he  was  out  at  a 
horse  race  when  the  repealini^  bill  passed,  etc.,  etc. ;  the 
result  was,  that  there  was  an  anti-Dod<^e  party  organized  in 
Lee  county,  that  elected  the  entire  legislative  and  county 
ticket  —  electing  James  S])roat  and  Jacob  1  Tenner  to  the 
senate;  Jesse  B.  Brown,  William  Street,  and  W.  J.  Cocli- 
ran,  whigs,  and  Josiah  Clifton  and  lieuben  Couler,  dem- 
ocrats, to  the  house. 

It  so  happened  that  the  three  democrats  from  Lee  county 
held  the  balance  of  power  in  the  legislature.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature,  Brown  was  elected  speaker.  In 
caucus,  the  democrats  nominated  A.  C.  Dodge  and  Judge 
Wilson,  of  Dubuque,  for  senator.  The  whigs,  with  the 
three  anti- Dodge  democrats,  met  in  caucus  and  nominated 
Jonathan  McCarty,  a  distinguished  Indian  war  carpet -bag- 
ger, who  claimed  Keokuk  as  his  home,  and  Jacob  IIun:ic,  for 
the  senate.  Not  a  single  member  271  the  caucus,  but  the  three 
anti-Dodge  democrats,  icanted  either  McCarty  or  Hume  for  sena- 
tor; hut  the  party  feeling  w^as  so  strong  that  the  whigs  stood 
hy  their  nominations,  with  the  single  exception  of  Dr. 
Fulenwider,  of  Des  Moines,  who  voted  for  Browing,  his 
senatorial  colleague,  in  place  of  McCarty  —  McCarty  lack- 
ing but  the  single  vote,  of  an  election. 

The  joint  convention  adjourned  \vithout  an  election,  and 
did  not  meet  again  during  the  session.  There  was  not 
then,  as  now,  any  act  of  congress  requiring  an  election  of 
senators  on  a  particular  day.  Their  lailure  to  elect  senators 
created  the  most  intense  excitement  that  I  ever  saw. 

General  Dodge  was  at  this  time  the  political  idol  of  his 
party ;  his  election  as  senator  was  desired  above  all  things 
else,  politically.  Brown  Avas  speaker  of  the  lower  house, 
and  had  a  set  of  friends  that  was  disposed  to  make  any 
sacrifice  to  serve  him  ;  the  result  was,  that  a  few  of  the 
friends  of  Dodge  and  Brown  organized  a  scheme  to  make 
Dodge  and  Brown  the  senators.    It  was  found  that  it  could 
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bo  done  if  Jirown  would  <^\vi'.  hid  consent  to  th(t  arnuige- 
ment;  but  when  he  wan  approiiebed  on  the  Kuljject,  ho  pos- 
itively refused  to  l>e  a  part}-  to  the  arrani^euient  —  insisting 
that  in  caucus  lie  liad  pledi^ed  his  honcn*  to  Btand  by  the 
nominees  of  the  caucus,  and  that  he  meant  to  do  it  in  good 
faith.  A  very  distinguished  democratic  friend  of  General 
Dodge,  and  an  old  personal  friend  of  Gen.  Brown,  went  all  the 
way  to  Galena,  in  the  middle  of  winter, by  land,  to  get  Judge 
Thomas  Brown,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals 
of  tlie  state  of  Illinois,  and  brother  of  General  Brown,  to 
influence  the  .General  to  join  in  the  arrangement  to  make 
himself  and  Dodge  the  senators.  Judge  Brown  wrote  the 
General,  urging  him  at  once  to  accept,  and  telling  him  that 
it  was  a  crime  to  liis  family  for  him  not  to  accept;  and  he 
then  went  on  to  depict  the  condition  of  his  family :  His 
wife  was  dead  :  his  eldest  daughter  nearly  grown  ;  another 
daughter  that  soon  would  be  grown,  and  the  youngest,  a 
poor  child  ten  years  old,  and  afflicted  with  epileptic  fits 
80  that  ber  mind  was  almost  destroyed — all  needing  care 
and  attention  such  as  he  was  not  able  to  give  them  in  his 
condition  of  poverty.  To  be  elected  United  States  senator 
at  once  gave  him  and  his  family  position  in  society,  and  also 
money  to  care  and  provide  for  them.  The  letter  was  writ- 
ten to  touch  the  General's  pride  of  family,  and  also  to  sting 
him  in  his  poverty.  This  letter  Brown  read  to  me  —  the 
tears  running  down  his  cheeks,  and  swearing  at  his  brother 
for  too  cruelly  bringing  home  to  him  the  poverty-stricken 
condition  of  his  afflicted  family.  The  letter  had  no  influ- 
ence upon  Brown  ;  he  said  his  honor  was  at  stake,  and  to 
betray  his  honorable  pledge,  for  his  ovn  benefit,  was  to 
disgrace  himself,  and,  after  that,  life  would  be  useless  to 
him.  How  many  politicians  would  refuse  a  senatorship 
now.  when  they  could  get  it  by  breaking  a  caucus  pledge  ? 
General  Dodge  was  then  delegate  in  congress,  and  at 
"Washington,  and  did  not  know  of  this  attempt  to  elect  him 
and  Brown ;  if  he  had,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  he  would 
have  repudiated  the  arrangement,  just  as  Brown  did. 

The  year  following.  Brown  was  tha  whi^  candidate  for 
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coni^rcM.s  in  the  lirst  district,  and,  .strani^o  to  nay,  McCarty, 
for  wlioni  he  liad  given  n[>  a  seat  in  tlie  United  States  sen- 
ate, stumped  the  district  against  him,  in  favor  of  William 
Tlionipson,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  one  oi"  MeCarty'.s  most  bit- 
ter op])onent8,  of  the  winter  before.  Brown  ran  ahead  of 
hia  party,  but  was  beaten  by  a  lew  liundrcd  votes.  If  Mc- 
Carty had  supi^orted  him,  lie  would  liav  been  elected, 

A  few  years  later,  when  the  Honorable  Daniel  F.  Miller 
was  in  congress,  he  }iad  the  General  ap[)ointed  visitor  to 
West  Point.  The  General's  friends  furnished  him  a  suit  uf 
clothes,  and  he  did  not  drink  a  drop  of  liquor  during  the 
trip ;  and  no  man  made  a  finer  appearance  at  West  Point, 
than  he  did,  nor  commanded  more  respect. 

The  General  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Keokuk.  He  paid  little  attention  to  the  law,  but  always 
decided  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  On  one  occasion  a 
young  medical  student  was  arrested  for  not  marrying  a 
young  hidy,  as  he  had  promised  to  do  and  ought  to  have 
done  a  o-ood  while  sooner.  The  colle2:e.  had  closed,  and  the 
young  man  was  about  to  leave  without  tlie  wedding. 
Brown  was  in  a  good  mood  to  enforce  justice,  when  the 
young  man  was  brought  before  him.  The  justice  asked 
him  if  he  had  not  promised  to  marry  the  girl  present.  The 
answer  was  in  the  affirmative.  Why  the  hell  have  you 
not  done  it?"  said  Brown,  and  at  once  ordered  a  friend  of 
the  young  lady  to  go  for  the  license.  When  the  license 
was  brought,  the  judge  ordered  them  to  stand  up  and  lock 
hands,  when  he  married  them — the  student  quietly  acting 
the  part  of  bridegroom. 

In  1858  or  1859,  the  General  went  to  live  with  his  second 
daughter,  who  had  married  and  lived  in  Covington,  Ken- 
tucky. In  1860,  he  voted,  with  one  or  two  hundred  others, 
for  Mr.  Lincoln  for  president,  and  during  the  winter  of 
1860-61,  was  an  intense  Union  man.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  winter  —  or  early  in  the  spring,  when  secession  ran 
the  highest — the  general  met  in  a  large  party  of  gentlemen, 
and  most  of  tliem  secessionists,  Greene  Clay  Smith,  with  a 
ribbon  in  his  button -hole  that  Brown  took  to  be  an  em- 
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blciii  of  soccBsion.  Tliat  was  too  much  for  liim;  that  a 
reiative  of  lien ly  Clay  —  liis  political  idol  —  sliould  be  in 
favor  of  distroyinu;  the  (Tnion.  lie  at  once  eoiiiin<*iH-od 
cursii)!^  Sinilh  for  disgracing  hi^  Clay  Ijhjod.  Smith,  in  tel- 
ling me  about  it,  said  that  he  had  heard  relined,  elorjuent, 
and  bitter  swearing  before,  but  nothing  that  lie  had  ever 
heard  before  equaled  Brown.  The  eloquence  of  the  lan- 
guage and  manner  captivated  liim.  Ar  soon  as  l>rown  liad 
exhausted  himself  and  stopped,  Smith  told  him  thirt  he  was 
as  good  a  Union  man  as  Brown  was.  13rown  at  once 
grabbed  his  hand;  tore  the  ribbon  out  of  the  button- 
hole, and  pinned  on  a  rosette,  and  told  Smith  to  wear  it  — 
which  he  did,  bringing  down  the  curses  of  his  secession 
neighbors  to  such  an  extent  that  he  had  to  enter  the  Union 
army  for  self-protection.  Brown  at  once  became  the  leader 
of  Smith's  friends,  and  knocked  down  a  good  many  of  the 
chivalry.  Smith  said  that  Brow^n  would  never  hit  but  once, 
and  then  he  was  almost  sure  to  bring  down  his  man,  when 
his  friends  would  take  the  light  off  his  hands. 

Brown  did  not  live  to  see  the  glorious  end  of  the  infam- 
mous  rebellion. 

Poor,  noble -hearted  friend!  What  I  have  written  has 
been  written  without  fee  or  hope  of  reward,  and,  most  prob- 
ably, it  will  never  be  read  by  a  single  relative  of  Brown's. 
If  the  General  had  used  his  talents  to  enrich'  himself  at 
other  people's  expense  —  as  many  others  have  done — and 
thereby  grown  rich,  few  people  would  have  inquired  how 
the  wealth  came  —  ho^v  many  people,  and  better  people 
than  himself,  had  been  ruined  in  obtaining  it  —  how  many 
widows  and  orphans  had  been  robbed  —  and  besides,  he 
would  have  had  no  trouble,  for  small  imy^  in  having  a  rose- 
tinted  life  written,  even  by  a  Parton.  But  Brown  was 
poor,  his  symbathies  were  with  the  poor,  and  he  died  in 
poverty.  Verily  he  must  have  his  rew^ard  in  the  world  to 
which  he  has  gone  —  or  it  wdll  be  hard  indeed,  on  some 
others  when  they  leave  this  world,  where  fraud  too  often 
gives  wealth. 
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KEPORT  OF  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  MAJOR  GENERAL  STERLING 
PRICE,  IN  OCTOBER  AND  NOVEMBER,  18G4. 


IContlnucd  from  pa^f  C,?A,  N'o  3,  Vol.  IX.,  July,  lh71.J 


Attack  on  Payetteville. 

CAMPING  in  iinid,  niin,  and  snow,  at  dark  on  tlie 
evcnint^  of  tlic  3<1,  at  Cross  Hollows,  1  was  nearly  over- 
come with  fatigue,  illness,  and  the  perplexing  orders  whieli 
I  have  mentioned. 

My  ti-oops  had  huilt  fires  in  the  woods  and  began  to  en- 
joy themselves,  when,  about  midnight,  messengers  arrived 
from  Fayettevilie  informing  me  of  Price's  attack  of  that 
post,  and  Col.  Harrison's  successfal  holding  against  fearful 
odds,  and  his  earnest  desire  for  help. 

This  post,  18  miles  in  my  advance,  was  commanded  by 
Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  of  the  1st  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
with  about  1,100  militia  and  volunteers,  constituting  the 
garrison.  Substantial  earth  works  had  been  erected,  and 
although  fiir  from  supporting  forces,  it  had  for  several  weeks, 
especially  during  the  previous  ten  days,  been  in  a  state  of 
siege,  and  the  troops  were  on  half  rations. 

Price's  main  forces  halted  at  Cane  Hill,  sending  General 
Fagin,  with  8,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  take 
the  forces  and  supplies  of  Col.  Harrison.  Their  operations 
commenced  on  the  3d,  and  after  investing  the  town,  they 
cannonaded  the  Fort  for  several  houi*s  with  very  little  ef- 
fect. The  storm,  timidity  of  the  rebels,  and  the  gallant 
bearing  of  the  garrison,  prevented  a  charge  on  the  works, 
which  the  rebel  ollicers  tried  to  make,  but  with  the  close  of 
the  day  they  withdrew  and  went  into  camp  around  the 
town. 

I  had  sent  a  small  party  which  had  got  into  the  Fort  dur- 
ing tlie  night.  Meantime  Col.  Harrison's  messengers 
reached  me  at  Cross  Hollows  about  midnight.  As  soon  as 
my  troops  could  be  fed  and  collected  I  hurried  forward  w^ith 
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my  little  force,  di^terniined  to  make  tlie  best  hIkavIii;^  I 
could  lor  the  bencllL  ol*  the  L'^arrir^on.  The  enemy  not 
knowing"  my  foi'ce,  but  douhtlcss  siippo-in*^  J  wa.s  cominf^ 
witli  ull  my  former  nnmbern,  made  a  lui.sty  retreat  during 
the  night,  liis  rear  guard  leaving  an  my  advance  arrived, 
about  11  o'clock,  Kov.  4th. 

A  portion  of  the  rebel  troops  separating  from  Price's 
main  force,  went  eastward,  under  Freeman,  following  down 
the  White  river,  leaving  their  broken  guns  in  dingurit,  and 
probably  disb.andi ng  near  liuntsville.  The  main  force, 
however,  moved  rapidly  Ijack  to  Cane  Hill,  and  joined 
Price's  main  army,  whieli  was  collecting  cattle  and  other 
supplies  at  that  place. 

The  accompanying  report  of  Col.  Harrison  is  interesting, 
giving  an  account  of  his  perilous  position  and  gallant  de- 
portment for  some  time  before  my  forces  came  to  his  relief, 

I  sent  the  following  dispatch : 

"  Faykttevillk,  Friday,  Xov.  4,  1864,  12  m. 
"Maj.  Gen.  Halleck: 

"Price's  forces  attacked  and  shelled  this  place,  but  re- 
treated at  the  approach  of  my  command.  Col.  Harrison 
reports  his  loss  as  trifling.  He  will  join  me  in  pursuit  as 
you  direct.  The  enemy  lost  several,  including  one  officer. 
He  has  divided,  but  seems  to  aim  at  a  crossing  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, above  Fort  Smith, 

"  S.  R.  Curtis,  31qj.  Gm'U' 

I  sent  a  similar  telegram  to  General  Rosecrans,  and  for- 
warded another  lot  of  prisoners  to  him  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Quinby. 

Oontinuance  of  the  Pursuit  below  Payetteville,  Arkansas. 

The  broken  lines  of  the  enem}-  at  Fayetteville  made  it 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  route  of  Price's  main  force,  and  de- 
tained me  nearly  a  day. 

During  this  delay,  and  pursuant  to  your  directions,  I  or- 
dered Col.  Harrison  to  join  me  with  a  portion  of  his  force, 
leaving  Captain  Dodge's  Battery,  w^hich  was  nearly  broken 
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down,  and  tlie  reniainder  of  t\\it  garriHon,  .sufficient,  in  iny 
judiJ'niont,  for  tlie  safety  of  the  })lace,  wliile  we  continued 
to  press  Price's  ^^^eneral  movement  beyond. 

Giving  Col.  Harrison  tlie  advnnce,  we  moved  forward  on 
the  5t]i,  our  force  now  amounting  to  about  8,500.  During 
the  day  I  received  a  note  fron^i  General  Sanborn,  (hited  tlie 
4th,  at  Cassville,  exphiiiiing  the  order  of  tlie  ])revious  day 
to  Col.  Beiiteen  as  not  beins:  liis  "desiocn  to  withdraw  liim 
from  the  face  of  the  enemy,  or  from  your  .support,  but  ex- 
pecting him  to  be  near  Ca.S3ville,  where  I  was  expecting  to 
be  in  person  to-day. 

**ne  will  remain  with  you  if  Price  is  still  in  your  front. 
My  information  is  that  his  army  has  gone  into  the  Xation. 
I  will  have  positive  knowledge  in  a  day  or  two.  General 
MdSTeil's  brigade  is  a  few  miles  in  the  rear,  and  will  come 
forward  at  once,  if  there  is  any  prospect  of  meeting  the 
enemy. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Jno.  B.  Sanborn, 

''Brig.  GenX  ComWgr 

This  showed  me  clearly  that  no  other  reinforcements 
were  within  supporting  distance,  and  my  boldness  of  pur- 
suit must  compensate  for  want  of  numbers,  judging  rightly 
tbat  the  enemy  would  not,  in  his  flight,  ascertain  the  rela- 
tion of  my  troops  to  those  in  my  rear. 

Crossing  the  Illinois  river,  I  camped  for  the  night  at 
Prairie  Grove  battle  ground.  During  the  day  we  found 
plenty  of  cattle,  wdiich  now  became  the  only  food  for  most 
of  my  troops.  Very  little  forage  for  horses  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  country  beyond  was  still  more  destitute. 

We  left  Prairie  Grove  at  daylight  on  the  6th,  driving 
scattering  rebels  out  of  Cane  Hill,  and  taking  and  paroling 
a  large  number  of  sick  and  broken  down  rebel  prisoners. 
Price  had  secured  supplies  of  cattle  at  this  place,  and  hia 
troops  had  commenced  erecting  huts,  with  the  evident  sup- 
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poaitioii  tliat  ho  would  roioain  some  time.  Col.  lioiitoon'H 
scouts  jiUack(Ml  mid  killed  some  of  tlio  onorny'K  floouts,  or 
rear  guard,  killing-  two  or  three,  and  capturing  the  old  Hag 
of  Gen.  IMunt's  escort,  which  the  rehels  took  at  the  iiias- 
Bacre  of  Baxter  Springs.  Benteen  lost  two  or  throe  in  this 
ekirinish.  We  went  into  camp  about  5  o'clock,  p.  m.,  near 
the  ground  occujjied  by  Price's  forces  the  previous  night. 

Nov.  Gth  we  made  an  early  start,  following  the  well 
"  marked  trail  of  Price's  army.  His  camj)  fires  extended  for 
miles,  and  I  counted  over  a  hundred  heads  of  cattle  that 
had  been  slaughtered  and  the  meat  distributed  among  his 
troops.  We  pressed  forward  during  the  day  and  most  of 
the  night,  when  we  ascertained  the  enemy  liad  departed 
westward  from  the  line  road,  taking  the  valley  of  a  beauti- 
ful little  stream  called  the  Salisas,  Avhich  bears  south-west 
through  a  portion  of  the  Cherokee  IvTation.  Halting  and 
grazing  our  horses  on  cane  and  coarse  grass,  which  we 
found  on  the  valley  of  this  stream.  We  were  evidently 
close  on  the  enemy's  rear,  and  my  order  of  march  for  the 
7th  was  carefully  arranged  for  battle.  Col.  Benteen  in  ad- 
vance, Gen.  Blunt's  division  following  next.  Col.  Harrison's 
force  followed  this  division,  and  Major  Ketner,  16th  Kan- 
sas Cavalry,  commanded  escort,  and  all  that  appertained  to 
the  Commissary  train. 

Nov.  7th,  we  started  at  daylight,  our  route  -  leading 
through  the  woods  and  on  bye-roads,  in  a  south-west  direc- 
tion. Horses,  wagons,  and  property  stolen  from  Missouri 
marked  the  way,  which  we  followed  until  late  at  night,  and 
remained  until  the  mornins;. 

Among  other  articles,  a  carriage,  said  to  be  the  one  oc- 
cupied by  Price  himself,  was  passed  on  the  way  side,  and 
everything  showed  a  hasty  and  terrilied  retreat.  Our  curi- 
osty,  usual  on  such  occasions,  hurried  the  advance  forward, 
hoping  to  overtake  the  enemy.  About  dark  we  came  upon 
a  cannon  which  he  had  left  in  the  road,  and  after  a  few 
miles  more  darkness  and  a  necessity  to  close  up  my  forces 
induced  another  halt. 
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AVe  very  little  ehaiiee  to  leed  ourselvoH  or  lior.-^e.s, 
and  resmned  tlie  rniircli  early  on  tlie  8th,  uncertain  of  our 
whereabouts,  but  conildent  of  the  enemy's  near  presenee, 
as  the  prairie  was  still  burning,  and  his  broken  down  mules, 
horses,  and  bas;<j^agc,  were  again  broadeast  over  his  well 
defined  way.  Col.  Harrison  now  had  the  advance,  and 
pushed  forward  with  great  vigor  to  the  timber  far  in  our 
advance,  which  proved  to  be  the  timber  skirting  the  Ar- 
kansas river.  A  few  of  the  rebel  rear  guard  were  driven 
beyond  the  stream,  and  bringing  up  McLain's  battery  we 
shelled  the  timber  on  the  south  side.  Some  of  our  troops 
crossed  over  and  exchanged  a  few  shots  as  they  supposed 
with  the  last  of  Price's  army. 

Our  work  was  accomplished,  and  the  shout  that  went  up 
from  the  "Army  of  the  Border,"  and  the  roar  of  our  can- 
non, resounded  through  the  gloomy  forests  of  the  Arkan- 
sas, carrjdng  to  the  camp  of  the  starving  enemy  beyond  our 
parting  farewell. 

.  This  crossing,  selected  by  Standwaitie's  Indians,  is  a  little 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Salisas,  about  twenty -five  miles 
above  Fort  Smith. 

A  prisoner  taken  by  the  enemy,  who  had  escaped  or  been 
discharged,  a  Reverend,  and  perfectly  reliable  gentleman, 
gave  the  particulars  of  the  enemy's  condition.  His  troops 
were  so  destitute  of  provisions,  an  officer  being  begged  by 
a  soldier  for  an  ear  of  corn,  w^as  told  he  had  not  a  grain  to 
give  him.  The  elm  trees,  for  miles,  had  been  stripped  to 
furnish  food  for  the  starving  multitude. 

An  officer  of  the  rebel  army,  whom  we  paroled  at  Cane 
Hill,  said  that  at  Lexington  Price's  force  was  thirty-seven 
thousand,  but  now  he  thought  they  had  lost  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  from  eight  to  ten  thousand.  All 
my  information  was  to  the  effect  tliat  the  enemy  was  over 
twenty  thousand  sti-ong,  but  many  of  his  troops  were  vol- 
unteers and  conscripts  picked  up  by  the  way,  and  were  only 
partially  armed. 

The  reports  of  my  militia  forces  are  so  imperfect,  and 
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those  of  otlRTs  also,  1  cannot  'jive  any  (•orrccl  idvii  of  my 
own  losses,  oitlier  at  each  hattlcor  in  tin;  a'^f^regate. 

Twas  ol)li^-cfl  to  irnmcdijitcly  separate  iny  troops  and  stail 
them  liomeward  in  dilicrent  eohnnns,  bo  as  to  eolleet  seat- 
tering-  cattle,  and  tlie  best  grass,  to  save  our  men  .and  liorsea 
from  greater  suilering.  The  rcj)orts  of  my  subordinates 
and  that  of  my  Medieal  Director  in  the  field,  show  that  our 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  during  the  campaign,  may 
-have  reached  1,800  or  2,000. 

^Yc  nowhere  stopped  to  hury  our  dead  or  take  care  of 
the  wounded,  feeling  confident  we  left  them  with  their 
friends,  where  their  wives,  mothers,  and  sisters  could  safely 
render  them  the  kind  oflices  so  justly  due  to  those  who  fell 
in  this  struggle  for  their  homes  and  their  country. 

Before  separating  from  the  gallant  3,500  that  had  accom- 
panied me  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Arkansas,  and  from 
Newtonia,  a  distance  af  two  hundred  miles,  been  my  only 
comrades  in  this  eventful  pursuit,  I  issued  the  following 
congratulatory  order,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  you  as  soon 
as  possible  after  my  return  to  the  settlements. 

"Headquarters  Army  of  the  Border,  ) 
Camp  Arkansas,  ^ow.  8th,  1864.  J 

GENERAL  FIELD  ORDER. 

The  object  of  this  organization  and  campaign  is  accom- 
plished. The  rebel  army  under  Gen.  Sterling  Price  has 
been  confronted,  beaten  in  several  conflicts,  pursued  and 
driven  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  from  the  Mis- 
souri to  the  Arkansas. 

This  has  been  the  work  of  fourteen  days.  Your  marches 
have  been  incessant,  sometimes  for  days  and  nights,  in  rain 
and  snow,  and  generally  on  short  rations,  gathered  from  the 
herds  lost  by  the  enemy. 

Your  privations,  toils,  and  gallantry,  deserve  the  highest 
commendation,  and  the  success  of  the  campaign  in  which 
you  have  so  gloriously  participated,  most  of  you  from  the 
beginning  to  the  ond,  must  entitle  you  to  the  thanks  of 
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your  f^overninciit,  nrid  tlie  /^ratitudo  of  the  loyal  ]»eoplo  of 
our  country.  Voiir  Ioss'.-h  are  considerable,  but  notliin;^  in 
comparison  willi  those  of  llio  enemy,  who  admits  of  a  losrt 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  nussiuL^.  of  eii^ht  or  U  n  thousand. 
All  his  cannon,  too,  a  lari^e  portion  of  his  small  arms,  bin 
vast  wagon  train,  loaded  witli  spoils,  and  herds  (jf  cattle  and 
liorfies,  luxve  been  left,  burned,  and  scattcTcd  in  the  way  of 
your  pursuit. 

His  army  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  is  convcrt^'d  into 
an  unarmed,  disorganized  mob,  destitute  of  evcrytliing, 
starving  with  hunger,  and  far  from  supplies.  Their  condi- 
tion is  indeed  so  desperate  as  to  excite  pity  rather  than  ex- 
ultation. 

But  the  greatest  achievement  of  the  campaign  is  the 
driving  of  a  desperate  class  of  vagrant  associates  of  rebels 
80  far  from  your  homes  and  the  states  you  defend.  Besides 
tliis,  your  stern  resistance  and  close  pursuit  saved  the  towns 
and  garrisons  of  Kansas  City,  Olatlie,  Paola,  Fort  Scott, 
Fayetteville,  Fort  Smith,  and  Fort  Gibson,  and  the  valuable 
public  stores  of  those  places;  besides  checking  ulterior  pur- 
poses of  slaughter  and  desolation  contemplated  by  the  in- 
vasion of  Kansas.  But  it  would  tarnish  the  brilliancy  of 
your  achievements  to  claim  this  for  yourselves  alone,  with- 
out acknowledging  with  gratitude  the  share  borne  in  the 
brunt  of  the  contest  by  the  troops  of  Missouri  and  the  mili- 
tia of  Kansas,  who  shared  our  dangers,  and  because  of  their 
greater  numbers,  especially  deserve  more  of  the  honors  due 
to  the  conflicts  of  the  24th,  25th,  and  2Sth  of  October. 

But  to  you,  including  the  brigade  of  Col.  Beuteen,  who 
have  shared  in  most  of  these  battles,  and  continued  through- 
out the  long,  weary  pursuit  to  the  dark  and  turbid  waters 
of  the  Arkansas,  where  your  guns  thundered  in  the  rear  of 
the  starving,  terrified  enemy,  must  be  accorded  the  special 
commendation  of  the  Commanding  General,  and  the  gener- 
ous approval  of  your  country. 

The  special  honors  due  to  distinguished  comrades  in  this 
campaign  will  be  carefully  presented  by  the  Commanding 
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General  in  liis  prop(!i-  report  to  J IciuUpiJirUM-H  at  AVanliing- 
ton;  and  to  secui'c  tlie  inoHt.  exact  justice  to  so  many  de- 
serving commendation,  Coniniand(;r8  of  DiviBionH,  JJrigades, 
Detaclimcnts,  and  Stall:'  Ofliccrs,  will  make  full  reports,  di- 
rected to  Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth,  at  their  earliest 
convenience. 

In  parting,  the  General  tenders  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, for  their  generous  support  and  prompt  obedience  to 
*  orders,  and  to  his  Staff,  for  their  unceasing  efforts  to  share 
the  toil  incident  to  the  campaign,  his  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  pursuit  of  J^rice  in  18G4,  and  the  battles  of  Lexing- 
ton, Little  Blue,  Big  Blue,  Westport,  Marias-dea-Cygnes, 
Osage,  Chariot,  and  -N'ewtonia,  will  be  borne  on  the  ban- 
ners of  the  regiments  who  shared  in  them,  and  the  states  of 
Missouri,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wis- 
consin, and  Arkansas,  may  glory  in  the  achievments  of 
their  sons  in  this  short  but  eventful  campaign. 

The  First  Division,  commanded  by  Gen.  Blunt,  will  move 
from  the  camp  according  to  special  instructions. 
- '  The  Brigade  of  Col.  Benteen  will  return  to  his  proper 
corps  command,  by  such  route  as  he  may  consider  most 
economical  and  advantageous  to  the  government. 

Col.  Harrison  will  report  to  Gen.  Steele  at  his  earliest 
convenience. 

'  Col.  Ford,  with  his  command,  will  accompany  the  Com- 
manding General  to  his  Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth. 
By  command  of 

Majou  General  Curtis. 
C.  S.  Charlot,  Ass'tAdft  Gen'L'' 

Return  from  the  Pursuit  of  Price. 

As  directed  in  your  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  October, 
Price  had  been  pursued  beyond  the  Arkansas,  carrying 
away  with  him  the  murderers,  marauders,  and  bushwhack- 
ers that  infested  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Kansas. 
•  He  entered  Missouri  feasting  and  furnishing  his  troops 
on  the  rich  products  and  abundant  spoils  of  the  ^lissouri 
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valley,  but  crossed  the  Arkansas  destitute,  disarmed,  disor- 
ganized, and  avoidin/^  Htarvalion  by  eatini^  raw  corn  and 
slippery  eliu  bark. 

Having  thus  disposed  ol'  our  Iocs,  niy  I'orees  ix.-in;^  sepa- 
rated, made  their  way  in  several  hues,  scouring  the  country 
for  cattle  and  hogs,  their  only  means  of  subsistence.  Tlie 
grass  also  being  entirely  killed  by  the  frost,  afforded  poor 
Bustenanee  for  horses,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to 
walk  much  of  the  way,  and  make  short  marches,  until  we 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
15th,  and  taking  more  rapid  conveyance  reached  my  Head- 
quarters, Fort  Leavenworth,  on  the  18th  of  Novendjer. 

I  here  received  your  dispatch  of  the  7th,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  7th,  1864. 
Major  Gen'l  Curtis: 

In  the  Field: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  assume  command 
of  all  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Department  of  Missouri, 
and  now  serving  on  the  west  border  of  that  State,  and  pur- 
sue Price  towards  the  Arkansas  river,  or  till  he  reaches  the 
troops  of  Gen.  Steele  or  Gen.  Reynolds. 
-  Having  completed  this  duty  you  will  return  the  troops  to 
their  respective  commands. 

You  will  furnish  a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  several  com- 
manders, and  also  to  Gen.  Rosecrans. 

Regiments,  or  fractions  of  regiments,  belonging  to  De- 
partment of  Arkansas  will  be  sent  to  Gen.  Steele. 

H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff.'' 

This  order,  as  you  perceive  was  issued  at  Washington 
the  day  before  I  reached  tne  Askansas  river,  and  far  from 
mails  and  telegraphic  comnmnication,  yet  seems  to  cover 
all  my  orders  and  movements,  down  to  my  order  of  the  8th, 
dirtributing  tlie  troops  that  had  shared  in  the  final  pursuit. 
Thus  terminated  my  last  campaign  against  the  rebel  Gen. 
Price,  in  88  days. 
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The  (liKtance  trave  led,  i^^oinii;  and  lU'tuniinL'",  iu^-ludin^^  tlj(; 
various  marches  riid  coiiiileiinarclies  ol'  Jlead''juart.ers  of 
the  "Army  oC  th(;  J5oi'der,"  is  uhoiit  ei<j;ht  liundred  and 
fifty  miles. 

Ill  conclusion,  alih()Ui;h  1  have  specially  eonnnended  most 
of  my  comrades  wlio  on<j,'lit  to  1)C  jji-ominently  n:ini<'d,  yet 
I  here  a<»ain  present  tlie  Jloll  of  ]lonor,  wliich  I  liope  may 
be  transmitted  to  posterity,  and  ask  for  tlie  generous  sym- 
pathy of  their  countrymen,  and  from  tlieir  governmojit  the 
advancement  due  to  tliose  who  have  gained  victories,  con- 
quered armies,  saved  cities,  and  increased  the  great  aggre- 
gate of  glorious  achievements  wliich  are  crushing  the  re- 
bellion. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Major  General  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  V. 

Alfred  rieasanton,  U.  S.  V. 
"       Geo.  W.  Deitzler,  K;in,sas  State  Militia.  . 
Brij^adier  General  John  McNeil,  V.  S.  V. 

John  B.  Sanborn,  U.  S.  V. 
W.  H.  ]M.  Fishback,  Kansas  State  Militia. 
Colonel  James  H.  Ford,  2d  Colorado  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

"       Charles  R.  Jennison,  15th  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
Charles  W.  Blair,  14th 
Thomas  Moonlight,  11th 
"       M.  LaRue  Harrison,  1st  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers. 
"      George  A.  Veal,  '2d  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"      G.  A.  Colton,  5th  Kansas  State  :Militia. 
"      James  Montgomery,  0th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"      Wm.  D.  McCain,  4th  Kansas  Srate  Militia. 
"      Wm.  Pennock,  10th  Kansas  State  :\[ilitia. 
-     "      L.  S.  Treat,  12th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"       A.  C.  Hogan,  10th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"      Sandy  Lowe,  21st  Kansas  State  Militia. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  \V.  Benteen,  10th  Missouri  Vol.  Cavalry. 

George  II.  Hoyt,  15th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Samuel  Walker,  IGth 
Major  J.  Nelson  Smith,  2d  Colorado  Cavalry  (killed). 
"     James  Ketner,  IGtli  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
"     Martin  Anderson,  11th  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
"     I.  L.  Prichard,  2d  Colorado  Cavalry. 
"     E.  G.  Ross,  11th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
"     Henry  Hopkins,  2d  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
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,   Mujor  A.  W.  IV^arco,  coinruaiKliri;^'  II  .1  Iowa,  ami  \voiiii(1(m1  at  l>uttUt  of 

Caj)taiii  (J.  tv.  (}()V(\  Co.  "O,"  llth  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry  (wlio  com- 
inaiidod  my  Ixxly  p;n:ir(l  in  early  part  of  rainpai^n,  and 
died  from  ellocts  of  exposure). 
"       r.  Co.sogrovc,  Co.  "G,"2d  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant  Gill,  C'o.  "(1,"  llth  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  who  eorninanded 

a  battery  of  howilzers  attached  to  my  escort. 
Sergeant  Shoemu^ker  (saino  ( 'omijany,  who  s(  rve(l  with  these  <-'nns). 

I  desire  to  Kpocially  iiicntioii  my  own  regular  StalT,  for 

gallant  services  in  almost  every  field. 

Major  T.  J.  Weed,  A.  D.,  A.  D.  C.  • 
"     T.  J.  IMcKcnny,  A.  D.  C.  an<l  Inspector  General. 

■  '  "  .    C.  S.  Chariot,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

"     S.  S.  Curtis,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry,  and  A.  D.  C. 
"     K.  IT.  Hunt,  15tn  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
Captain  E.  J.  Meeker,  Chief  Signal  Otlicer. 
Lieutenant  G.  T.  Robinson,  Chief  Engineer. 
•     C.  M.  Roberts,  Signal  Oilicer. 

J.  R.  Fitch,  Staff  and  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster. 

■  My  Volunteer  Staff  were  all  active  iu  the  field  and  else- 
where. 

Hon.  James  H.  Lane,.  A.  A.  D.  C. 

"    S.  C.  Pomeroy,  A.  A.  D.  C. 
Colonel  W.  P.  Cloud,  2d  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

"     •  John  Ritchie,  1st  Regiment  Indiana  II.  G.,  A.  A.  I).  C. 
"      Samuel  J.  Crawford,  1st  Regiment  Kansas  Colored,  A.  A.  D.C. 
"      W.  T.  Roberts  (formerly  of  1st  Kansas),  A.  A.  D.  C 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  B.  Wheeler,  13th  Kansas  Vol.  Infantry,  Acting 
Field  Oilicer. 

J.  J.  Sears,  ISth  U.  S.  C.  T.,  Acting  Provost  Marshal 
of  the  Army  of  the  Border. 

Among  others  should  be  mentioned  with  honor: 

Surgeon  S.  B.  Davis,  Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  the  Border. 
"       Philip  Harvey. 

J.  J.  Pollock,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Assistant  Surgeons  Vance  and  Aiken,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Captain  "W.  D.  McLain,  Indefiendent  Battery  Colorado  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  G.  A.  Eayres,  Inilependent  Battery  Colorado  Volunteers. 

"         Beach,  Independent  Battery  Colorado  Volunteers. 
Captain  J.  II.  Dodge,  9th  Battery  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Hicks,  9th  Battery  AVisconsin  Volunteers. 

"        W.  II.  Price,  2d  Col.  Vols.,  Acting  Ordnance  Officer  in  the 
Held. 
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Major  Geiu'riil  J>Iinil,  in  lii.s  report,  lionomljly  iiK'ntioiiri 

the  names  of  tliose  on  his  re;j;ul:ir  and  \'ohinteer  Stall':  — 

Captain  Georj^«^  S.  llaiupton,  AsHislunt  Adjutant  General. 
K.  J.  H  inton,  iM  Kansas  Colored,  and  A.  D.  (J. 
"       B.  F.  Simpson,  Acting'  A.  Q.  M. 

*'       George  J,  Clark,  34th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  Actijig  Ordnance 
Ollicer. 

Lieut.  Colonel  John  T.  Burris  (late  of  10th  K.  V.  C),  Vol.  A.  D.C. 
Major  li.  G.  Ward,  Jst  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers,  Vol.  A.  D.  C. 

"     J.  T.  Benny  (late  of  o.Mh  Mis.^ouri  V(.ls.),  Vol.  A.  ]).  C. 
Captain  A.  J.  Shannon,  J)ist,  Brovost  Marshal,  and  Acting  Dlvirtion 
Brovo^t  Marshal. 
T.  E.  Milhoan  (late  10th  Kansas),  A.  A.  D.  C. 
Second  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Clark,  Company  "  E,"  14th  K.  V.  C,  com- 
manding escort. 

I  alao  present  the  names  of — 

Captain  Carpenter,  commanding  Battalion  3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant  J.  B.  Bond,  commanding  Battalion  od  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
"         John  Crites,  Company  "D,"  3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
"         Joseph  Mackle,  15th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 
"         W.  H.  Bisbee,  11th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  Regimental  Adj. 
Captain  Young,  5th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant  Taber,  11th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 

"         Gobie,  Company    L,"  5th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Surgeon  Aiusworth,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Adair,  11th  Kansas  Vol. 
Cavalry;  Sergeant  ]\Iajor  J.  H.  Isbell;  Q.  M.  Sergeant  W^  H.  Cowan, 
and  Chief  Bugler  N.  D.  Horton,  11th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  for  gallantry 
in  the  field,  are  deserving  promotion. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Morris,  10th  Kansas  State  ^lilitia.  # 

"         "       Ewes,  24th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
Major  Smith,  19th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"     Wiley,  10th  Kansas  State  Militia. 
"     C.  C.  Willets,  Volunteer  Aid  to  Col.  Blair. 
Lieutenant  L.  J.  Beam,  15th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  A.  A.  A.  Gen'l. 

"         James  Adkins,  24th  Kansas  State  Militia  (severely  wounded 
at  Westport). 

Sergeant  Major  Ripston,  3d  Wisconsin  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Sergeant  A.  C.  Green,  3d  Wisconsin  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Private  Van  Valkenburg,  3d  Wisconsin  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Captain  W.  H.  Green,  2d  Colorado  Yo\.  Cavalry. 
Lientenant  R.  Roe,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

"         Wm.  Wise,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry. 

"         Fenton  Seymour,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry  (who  was 
woundyd  at  Littl©  Blue). 
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Captain  Kiiif'sbury,  2(1  ('olomdo  Vol.  Cuvulry. 
"       Klmor,  2(1  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Boyd,  2d  Colorado  Vol.  Cavalry. 
Sergeant  Saimicl  Ferre,  (Jomi)any  "C,"  2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  gullaritry 
at  Ncwtonia. 

Captain  Thomas  IMosos,  Coini)any  "C,"  2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  wounded 
at  Newtonia. 

All  the  names  thus  presented  deserve  honorable  inen- 
tioD  for  unilbnn  gallantry  and  energy. 

I  must  also  include  some  reluctantly  left  in  my  rear  to 
attend  to  my  support  of  men  and  means,  and  for  earnest 
and  successful  exertions,  therefore  deserving  this  presenta- 
tion :  — 

Brigadier  General  Thos.  H.  ]3avis,  commanding  Dist.  of  North  Kansas. 
Colonel  Werter  R.  Davis,  commanding  Post  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"      Coates,  E.  M.  M.,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
Major  F.  E.  Hunt,  Chief  Paymaster,  in  command  of  Artillery  at  the 
Post  and  City  of  Leavenworth. 

"       H.  H.  Heath,  Provost  Marshal  General. 

"      E.  S.  Hubbard,  K.  S.  M.,  commanding  at  Wyandotte. 
Surgeon  Buckmaster,  Medical  Director  of  the  Department. 
Captain  John  Williams,  A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"      H.  C.  Hodges,  Department  Q.  M.  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"      John  McNutt,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"      Robert  Graham,  Depot  Commissary,  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"      Edgar  Seelye,  Depot  Q.  M.  at  Kansas  City,  and  until  after  the 
battle  of  Westport  A.  C.  Q.  M.  of  the  Army. 

I  name  also  as  deserving  honorable  mention  for  active 
exertions  in  protecting  the  border,  the  Post  of  Paola  and 
town  of  Mound  City,  and  for  gallantry  on  the  march  and 
at  the  latter  place  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  and  morning  of 
the  25th  of  October,  the  names  of — 

Colonel  Thomas  Moonlight,  11th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  commanding 
Brigade. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Samuel  F.  Drake,  17th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry  (one  hun- 
dred day  men). 

Captain  S.  W.  Greer,  15th  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry,  commanding  Mound 
City. 

"      Parks,  Kansas  State  Militia,  wounded  at  Mound  City. 
Also,  Privates  Williams  and  Manlove,  Kansas  State  Militia  (the  latter 
being  killed  at  Mound  City). 
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Distances  Traveled  by  the  Arrny  of  tlie  Border. 
From  Fort  Tjoavenworili: 

MILKS. 

October  13.    Oliitlio   28 

14.  Wyandotte,  viu  Shawinj   29 

15.  Ilickinan'H  Mill  iiiid  niturn   48 

17.    Kansas  City   4 

19.    Indepondonco   12 

21.  Little  Blue   9 

Big  Blue   15 

22.  Kansas  City   6' 

23.  Little  Santa  Fe   15 

24.  Marias-des-Cygnes   50 

25.  Fort  Scott   3(; 

26.  Shanghai   27 

27.  Carthage   42 

28.  Newtonia   30 

29.  Neosho   10 

30.  Back  to  Newtonia   10 

31.  Keatsville   27 

November  1.  Pea  Eidge   10 

3.  Cross  Hollow   15 

4.  Fayettevillo   20 

5.  Prairie  Grove   11 

6.  Cane  Hill   25 

7.    30 

8.  .    12 

Back  again  320 

Total  miles  traveled  847 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Curtis,  3Iqjor  GcnH. 

Report  of  Major  General  James  G.  Blunt,  Commanding  District  of 
South  Kansas. 

Headquarters  District  of  South  KA^^SAS, ) 
Paola,  December  24tb,  1SG4.  J 

Major  C.  S.  Ciiarlot,  Asst.  Adj.  Gerfl, 

Department  of  Kansas: 
For  the  information  of  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  tirst  division  of  the  Army 
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of  the  Border,  in  tlic  recent  cainjiaij^n  at^^aiiist.  tlic  roljel 
army  iiiuler  cornniand  of  (icncral  Sti  rlinLC  Price. 

On  my  arrival  at  l^'ort;  Leavenworth,  from  the  Distri.  t  of 
upper  Arkansas,  on  tlie  !)th  of  Oetober,  I  was  directed  to 
proceed  to  Ohitlie,  and  report  from  that  phice  In'  telegraph 
for  orders. 

Arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  ]  0th  I  was  assigned, 
by  orders  from  Department  lleadqnarters,  to  the  command 
of  the  District  of  South  Kansas,  to  relieve  Major  General 
Sykes,  and  immediately  assumed  command  by  telegraph, 
with  headquarters  at  Paola,  and  in  the  iield,  and  proceeded 
at  once  to  put  the  small  force  in  my  district  in  condition  for 
active  service.  ' 

At  one  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  13th  I  received  a  telegram 
from  the  General  commanding  to  move,  with  all  my 
mounted  force  and  artillery,  to  Hickman's  Mill,  Missouri. 

At  daylight  I  marched,  with  all  my  force  immediately  at 
hand,  consisting  of  the  lltli  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry; 
detachments  of  the  5th  and  16th  Kansas  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry; 1st  Colorado  Battery,  and  a  portion  of  the  5th  and 
10th  regiments  of  Kansas  State  Militia  (mounted),  and  ar- 
rived at  Hickman's  ]\iill  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  14th. 
-On  the  following  day  (the  15th  of  October),  the  15th  Kan- 
sas; Battallion  of  3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  detachment  of  14th 
Kansas;  6th  regiment  Kansas  State  Militia,  and  i^ight  sec- 
tion of  2d  Kansas  Battery,  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Jennison  and  Blair,  who  had  been  directed  to  join  me  by 
forced  marches,  reported  to  me  in  camp  at  Hickman's  Mill. 
The  force  was  then  organized  as  follows:  1st  Brigade,  com- 
manded by  Col.  C.  E.  Jennison,  15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  con- 
sisting of  the  15th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Battalion  of  3d  AVis- 
consin  Cavalry,  and  four  12  pound  mountain  ho^dtzers; 
2d  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  Moonlight, 
11th  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  to  consist  of  the  11th  Kan- 
sas Cavalry,  detachments  of  the  5th  and  16th  Kansas  Cav- 
alry, and  four  12  pound  monntain  howitzers.  The  3d  Brig- 
ade, commanded  by  Colonel  C.  W.  Blair,  14th  Kansas  Vol-- 
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unteer  (^avnlrv,  ('oiii])i'isiii('-  iIk-  fjth,  V>\\\,  loili  rcL'-iiiK'nts 
3^aiisns  States  Militia,  Isl  (./(jlorado  Battery,  aiwl  ri'/lit  hcc- 
tion  of  2(1  Kansas  15att<'ry,  and  (IctachiiKJiit  (>\'  Mtli  JCaii- 
sas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Hrii^iidicr  (general  ]''isliha<:k  to  have 
immodiiito  coiniiiaiid  of  tlie  State  Militia,  re'jxjrtiii;^  to  Col. 
Blair. 

Early  on  tlie  iiiorninii'  of  the  IGtli,  (Jon.  Fislibaek,  of  the 
State  Militia,  and  Col.  J.  I).  Snoddy,  ol"  the  Gtli  regiment 
State  Militia,  refused  to  recognize  my  authority  to  Cf)imnaiid 
the  militia  force,  and  ordered  thein  to  return  to  Kansas. 
The  matter  was  promptly  di9])osed  by  placing  Gen.  Fish- 
back  and  Col.  Snoddy  in  close  arrest  for  disobedience  of 
orders  and  mutinous  conduct  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
The  6th  regiment  was  directed  to  choose  anotlier  Colonel, 
which  resulted  in  the  selection  of  the  veteran  soldier,  Col. 
James  ^[ontgomer}^  under  whose  leadership  the  regiment 
did  gallant  service;  and  no  further  conflict  of  authority  oc- 
curred between  myself  and  the  Militia  during  the  cam- 
paign; and  in  this  coimection  I  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
Militia  here  referred  to,  the  5th,  6th,  and  10th  regiments, 
by  stating  the  flict  that  none  others  —  except  the  two  oificers 
alluded  to  as  placed  in  arrest — either  olhcers  or  soldiers, 
evinced  any  other  disposition  than  to  do  their  whole  duty, 
and  move  against  the  enemy'in  Missouri,  or  elsewhere  that 
he  could  be  found.  Xor  could  I  attach  so  much  criminality 
to  the  acts  of  Brigadier  General  Fishback  and  Col.  Snoddy, 
especially  of  the  former,  and  inflict  upon  them  the  summary 
putiishment  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  war — viz.  death  — 
as  would  have  been  the  case,  had  I  not  known  that  they 
were  the  instruments  selected  b\'  the  Executive  of  Kansas 
and  others,  their  superiors  in  the  militia  organization,  to 
carry  out  their  mischievous  and  disgraceful  designs. 

At  4  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  16th,  I  was  ordered  to  move  with 
all  my  mounted  men  of  the  volunteer  force  to  Pleasant  Hill. 
I  marched  at  7  o'clock  the  same  evening,  with  the  j.st  and 
2d  Brigades,  comprising  a  total  of  about  2,000  men,  and 
eight  12  pound  mountain  liowitzers,  arriving  at  Pleasant 
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Hill  at  1  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  17tlj.  Jlaltt'd  until  dayli^^lit, 
and  then  moved  cast  on  the  Warrcnsbnrg  road.  Aft'.T 
marching  about  ten  miles,  met  a  squad  of  Missouri  inilitia 
and  Union  citizens  of  AV^irrensburi;-,  w  ho  re]>orted  to  me 
that  on  the  15th  the  rebel  Gen.  Shelby  had  (•a[)tured  the 
town  and  i^arrison  at  Sedalia,  and  thai  his  advance  were 
movini^  into  Warrensburg,  when  thcT  evacuated  the  place. 
I  directed  the  Alililia  to  turn  back,  and  the  command  pro- 
ceeded to  Holden,  arriving  there  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Jlalt- 
ing-  at  this  point,  I  sent  Major  Foster,  of  the  7th  E.  M.  M., 
with  a  party  of  scouts  and  telegra|)h  oy^erator  to  AVarrcns- 
burg,  to  make  a  reconnoisance.  At  5  o'clock  that  evening 
Major  Foster  reported  to  me  by  telegraph  that  no  enemy 
had  been  in  Warrcnsburg,  but  that  after  the  capture  of  Se- 
dalia Gen.  Shelby's  force  had  rejoined  Price's  main  com- 
mand, near  the  Missouri  river,  below  Waverly.  Upon  learn- 
ing, from  what  I  considered  reliable  authority,  that  Briga- 
dier General  Sanborn,  in  command  of  the  Cavalry  of  Gen. 
Rosecrans'  Department,  was  at  or  near  Dunkburg,  and  that 
Gen.  O.  J.  Smith's  Division  of  Infantry  and  Artillery  were 
within  supporting  distance,  I  sent  a  courier  to  Gen.  San- 
born, with  dispatches,  notifying  him  of  my  position  and 
movements,  and  urging  upon  him  the  propriety  of  uniting 
our  forces  and  promptly  commencing  an  oflensive  move- 
ment against  Price.  With  the  view  to  carry  out  ,this  plan, 
I  telegraphed  to  the  Commanding  General,  requesting  him 
to  send  forward  to  my  support,  on  the  Independence  and 
Lexington  road,  the  Brigade  of  Col.  Blair,  and  the  16th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  and  2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  at  7  o'clock 
p.  M.  marched  for  Lexington,  at  which  place  my  advance, 
under  Col.  Moonlight,  arrived  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the 
18th.  The  place  had  been  evacuated  by  the  Federal  forces 
for  several  days,  and  w^as  occupied  by  no  force  of  the  enemy 
except  a  small  party  of  guerrillas,  several  of  whom  were 
killed  and  captured  by  my  advance. 

Upon  occupying  Lexington,  I  obtained  reliable  informa- 
tion that  the  advance  of  I^rice's  arm^-,  under  Shelby,  was  at 
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W«averly;  tliat  Price  was  calling"  in  all  dctaclunents  hcntout 
for  recruiting  and  otlior  j)nr}K)seH,  and  wan  coneenlrating 
his  force  to  meet  an  expected  attack  from  the  forces  of  (Jen. 
Rosocrans. 

On  the  10th,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  while  T  was  momentarily 
expecting  the  arrival  of  ri'-enibrcemcnts  T  liad  rerpic^tcMl  to 
be  sent  to  join  me  ;it  Lexington,  and  also  of  rcMMiiving  ;in 
answer  to  my  dispatch  to  Gen.  Sanhorn,  a  courier  arrived 
with  dispatehes  from  the  General  conm)anding,  informing 
me  that  in  consequence  of  tlic  emharrassments  thrown  in 
his  way  by  the  governor  of  Kansas  and  others,  relative  to 
moving  the  Militia  out  of  the  State,  no  re-enforcements 
could  he  sent  to  me.  At  the  same  time  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  my  pickets  were  attacked  and  were  heing  driven  in 
by  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  in  force  in  three  col- 
umns. The  pickets  were  re-enforced  and  instructed  to  re- 
sist the  enemy's  advance,  while  the  command  was  immedi- 
ately put  in  position  in  line  of  battle  south-east  of  the  city, 
facing  a  section  of  open  and  undulating  country,  with  cul- 
tivated fields  extending  from  one  to  two  miles  in  our  front, 
with  the  Independence  road  in  our  rear,  upon  which  I  de- 
signed to  fall  back  whenever  it  became  necessary. 

As  the  enemy  moved  steadily  up  and  massed  his  force  in 
my  front,  I  became  well  convinced  that  the  whole  of  Price's 
army  were  present,  and  with  the  small  force  of  my. command 
I  determined  not  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  but  to 
develop  his  force  and  movements,  and  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  a  reconnoisance.  An  irregular  firing  upon  the 
skirmish  lines  of  the  contending  forces,  with  occasional 
artillery  firing,  was  kept  up  for  nearly  two  hours,  when 
their  long  range  guns  opened  a  brisk  fire  in  my  front,  to 
which  my  short  range  howitzers  could  not  reply  with  efiect, 
and  being  pressed  by  an  overwhelming  force,  with  an  at- 
tempt to  flank  me  on  the  right  and  left,  I  directed  the  com- 
mand to  witlldra^\'  and  fall  back  on  the  Independence  road. 
This  movement  was  accomplished  in  good  order,  the  11th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel 
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Moonli^i^lit,  covorin<(  tlie  retreat  in  ii  o-allant  inanuor.  Tlio 
last  position,  oecuj)i('d  ])y  tlie  rearguard  witli  lour  riK^uiitain 
howitzers,  was  lield  until  dark,  and  until  the  small  eoni- 
mand  was  almost  entirely  cnvelojied  by  the  superior  nunj- 
bcrs  of  the  enemy,  wlien,  under  cover  of  the  ni«^ht,  we 
moved  by  easy  marches  in  tlie  direction  of  Independence; 
having  in  the  operations  of  the  day  punislied  our  adversary 
severely ;  but  what  was  of  greater  importance,  developiMl 
his  position,  strength,  and  moveraents,  the  first  instance  in 
which  it  had  been  done  since  he  had  crossed  the  Askansas 
river  in  his  raid  into  Missouri. 

At  9  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  20th,  I  reached  the  crossing  of 
the  Little  Blue,  n.ne  miles  east  of  Independence,  and  lind- 
ing  a  strong  natural  position  for  defense  on  the  west  side  of 
that  stream,  I  halted  my  command  and  camped  in  line  of 
bfittle,  sending  to  Independence  for  rations,  and  requesting 
the  General  commanding  to  send  forward  to  me  the  16th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  2d  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  1st  Colorado 
Battery.  In  response  to  my  application  for  re-enforce- 
ments, with  a  view  of  making  a  stand  at  the  Little  Blue,  I 
was  ordered  by  the  General  commanding  to  leave  four 
squadrons  at  that  point,  as  an  outpost,  and  move  with  the 
remainder  of  my  command  to  Independence,  assigning  as 
a  reason  that  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the. governor 
of  Kansas,  and  others  of  the  Stat'^^.  authorities,  he  was  una- 
ble to  move  the  State  Militia  any  further  into  Missouri.  In 
pursuance  of  these  instructions  I  left  Col.  ^Moonlight,  with 
the  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  ^^dth  instructions  to  burn  the 
bridge  across  the  Blue,  if  the  enemy  advanced  in  force,  and 
to  make  such  resistance  as  he  could  until  I  could  be  liotified. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  was  directed  to  move 
with  all  the  volunteer  force  back  to  the  Little  Blue,  and 
just  as  the  command  had  commenced  to  move,  I  received  a 
dispatch  from  Col.  Moonlight,  informing  me  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  in  force;  that  he  had  burned  the  bridge, 
and  was  engaging  their  advance.  The  command  was  now 
pressed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  on  arriving  upon 
29 
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the  fiokl,  T  f'oinid  tliiit  Uk;  hiikiII  force  imdcrCol.  Mooi)li;^lit, 
ultliougli  making  ii  Hlubl)orn  r(;.sistjuico,  hiid  been  forced 
back  by  superior  immberH,  and  we  liad  lost  the  .strong  i)(>3i- 
tion  on  the  wewt  side  of  tlie  Little  IMue,  before  alhjded  to, 
and  where  I  had  hoped  to  have  held  Price  in  check  until 
Gen.  lloscerans'  forces  came  up  in  his  rear,  had  circum- 
Btances  have  permitted  me  to  remain  there  as  I  liad  sug- 
gested the  day  previous.  As  soon  as  the  troops  could  be 
got  into  position,  a  gallant  attempt  was  made  to  ))ush  back 
the  enem}^  and  retake  the  ground  we  had  lost,  when  tlieir 
line  was  driven  back  nearly  a  njile,  but  the  vastly  sui)erior 
ilumbers  of  the  enemy  eiuibling  them  to  push  forward, 
having  flanking  columns  on  my  riglit  and  left,  compelled 
me  to  fall  back  in  the  direction  of  Independence.  The  re- 
treat was  conducted  in  perfect  order,  every  foot  of  ground 
being  stubbornly  contested,  and  the  troops  exhibiting  a  de- 
gree of  coolness  in  the  face  of  an  overwhelming  enemy 
seldom  equalled. 

(To  be  coutinued.) 


COLONEL  NATHAN  BOONE. 


Biography  of  the  Adventurous  Pioneer. 

THEEE  is  one  name,  which,  whenever  it  is  mentioned 
among  military  men  and  old  frontier  men,  is  always 
mentioned  with  respect,  and  that  name  is  JSTathan  Boone. 
On  account  of  his  father,  Col.  Daniel  Boone,  of  Kentucky, 
the  fame  of  the  son  is  not  as  wide-spread  as  it  should  be, 
nor  is  it  such  as  he  was  justly  entitled  to.  He  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1782,  in  the  settlement  made  by  his  fiither ; 
lived  there  until  he  was  grovrn  to  manhood,  and  then  moved 
to  the  territory  of  Missouri,  where,  at  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1812,  he  was  made  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  IJnjted  States  a  captain  of  mounted  rangers. 


I. 


1872.] 


COLONKL  Ny\TllAN  I'.OOiNi:. 


227 


These  ranp;ers,  of  which  there  were  neveii  eoiiipanie.s,  were 
raised  diiriiii^  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  for  tlio  protection 
of  the  frontier  of  tlie  United  States  a^^ainst  the  Indians,  and 
were  lo  serve  on  foot  or  on  liorseljaek,  as  the  exigencies  (jf 
the  service  might  require.  He  served  tlirinigli  tlie  whole 
war,  his  company  heiiig  made  up  of  frontier  men  from  Mis- 
souri territory.  He  was  promoted  major  of  the  Missouri 
mounted  rangers,  on  tlie  10th  of  December,  1813,  continued 
as  captain  in  1814,  and  his  command  was  linally  disbanded 
when  the  wdiole  army  was  cut  down  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
in  June,  1815. 

By  nature,  he  was  cool  and  daring,  combining  the  supe- 
rior knowledge  of  tlie  white  man  with  the  cunning  of  the 
Indian.  lie  had  the  passion  peculiar  to  his  family,  for  the 
chase,  and  often  w^ent  off  on  long  and  lonely  marches,  far 
beyond  the  most  extended  frontier  settlements,  in  pursuit 
of  the  denizens  of  the  forest.  After  leaving  the  army,  he 
was  sometimes  employed  as  a  surveyor,  and  laid  off  many 
Indian  boundaries  in  the  territory  north  of  Missouri ;  and 
sometimes  as  a  trapper,  when  he  indulged  his  love  for  hunt- 
ing for  months  together.  His  home  he  moved  beyond  the 
Ozark  mountains,  where,  in  a  beautiful  valley,  and  far  in 
-advance  of  civilization,  he  made  it  cheerful  and  happy. 

Tliere  he  lived  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  when  he  was  again  called  upon  by  the  president  to 
serve  his  country  in  the  field.  A  battalion  of  mounted  rang- 
ers was  raised  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Henry 
Dodge,  the  six  companies  of  which  it  was  composed  being 
commanded  respectively  by  Capts.  Lemuel  Ford,  Benjamin 
Y.  Becks,  Jesse  B.  Brown,  Jesse  Bean,  Xathan  Boone,  and 
Matthew^  Duncan.  Capt.  Boone's  commission  was  dated 
June  16, 1832.  This  battalion  rendered  good  service  during 
the  Black  Hawk  troubles,  and  after  the  war  closed  it  was 
sent  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  served  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try. Here,  Boone's  knowledge  of  woodcraft  was  invaluable, 
and  he  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  woodsmen  that 
ever  belonged  to  the  United  States  army.    He  could  go  to 
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any  point  in  a  etraiglit  line,  no  matter  whetlier  it  was  acroHS 
the  prairie  or  tlirouii;}!  tlie  timber,  and  posneBHed  a  keener 
instinct  than  the  Indians  theniflelves.  lie  was  an  extraor- 
dinary man,  and  it  is  said  that  no  Indian  hunter  excelU  d 
him  in  a  knowledge  of  woodcraft. 

In  August,  1833,  the  battalion  of  rangers  was  reorganized 
as  the  1st  regiment  of  United  States  dragoons,  Major  Dodge 
having  been  promoted  colonel;  Stephen  W.  Kearney,  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  and.  llichard  B.  Mason,  major.  Five  of  tlio 
captains  in  the  rangers  were  retained,  Ca})t.  Becks  having 
been  discharged,  and  five  other  captains  from  the  old  army 
appointed  to  the  regiment;  these  were  Clifton  \\^harton, 
Edwin  V.  Sumner,  Eustace  Trenor,  David  Hunter,  and 
Reuben  Holmes. 

While  a  captain,  Boone  was  stationed  at  Fort  Des  Moines, 
and  at  Leavenworth,  but  every  summer  his  company  made 
long  expeditions  fnv  out  in  the  Indian  country.  He  w^as  the 
favorite  pioneer  captain  of  Col.  Kearne}',  who  had  the  most 
implicit  confidence  in  liis  knowdedge  and  sagacity.  It  is 
related  that  at  one  time,  while  out  in  the  bufi'alo  range,  sev- 
eral young  and  enthusiastic  officers  started  out  and  followed 
a  drove  of  buflalo  a  long  distance.  They  became  separated 
from  the  main  command  and  from  one  another,  and  in  fact, 
got  lost.  Night  came  on,  but  still  the  young  gentlemen 
did  not  return,  and  all  became  exceedingly  apprehensive  in 
in  regard  to  their  safety.  A  long  night  ensued,  but  with 
the  first  light  of  the  following  morning,  Boone  was  on  the 
trail,  though  in  some  places  it  had  been  obliterated  by  the 
hoofs  of  thousands  of  buffaloes ;  and  after  a  long  search, 
found  them  completely  lost,  and  almost  insane. 

At  another  time,  an  officer,  while  in  the  pursuit  of  buffa- 
loes, after  riding  several  miles,  lost  his  hat,  but  in  the  hurry 
of  pursuit  did  not  stop  to  pick  it  up.  After  shooting  a 
buffalo,  he  returned  and  tried  to  find  it,  but  could  not  do  so ; 
and  tying  his  handkerchief  round  his  head,  returned  to  the 
main  body.  Boone  asked  him  where  he  had  lost  his  hat, 
and  the  officer  told  him  it  was  somewhere  out  on  the  plain 
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— -lie  (lid  not  Iciiow  where.  Ah  a  liat  at  lliatliiiic  coul<l  not 
well  be  rejtlacted,  it  was  worth  h^okiuii;  af'l(;r,  and  l>or)n(;  r(;dG 
out,  and  having  been  gone  an  hour  or  two,  returned  \viih 
the  hat. 

In  the  Rettleinent  of  the  Osage  Indian  difliculties,  in 
1837,  and  those  of  the  Cherokees,  whieh  originated  in  the 
death  of  Boudinot  and  Ridges,  in  1839,  Boone  aeted  a  eon- 
spieuous  part. 

During  the  Mexiean  war  he  was  kept  on  the  i)hiinsjn  the 
Indian  country,  where  it  was  thought  he  could  be  more  use- 
fully employed  than  he  could  I'urther  south.  He  was  pro- 
moted major  in  the  1st  regiment  on  the  loth  of  February, 
1847,  and  served  as  such  until  the  2oth  of  July,  1850,  when 
lie  was  promoted  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  2d  dragoons. 
FeeHng  that  old  age  was  wearing  upon  him,  and  that  he 
was  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  field,  he  resigned  out  of  the 
army,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1853,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Missouri,  in  January,  1857,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age. 

Several  of  the  paths  leading  towards  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains were  iirst  traveled  by  parties  under  the  leadership  of 
Boone,  and  he  discovered  many  of  the  water  courses  and 
streams  along  which  travelers  have  since  wended  their  way 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  This  work  has  been  claimed 
by  explorers  who  have  visited  the  country  long  since  his 
time,  and  who  have  robbed  him  of  the  credit  which  was  due 
him  as  a  successful  pioneer  and  noted  leader  on  our  wide 
western  domain.  He  was  a  man  of  great  modesty  and  sim- 
plicity of  character.  His  education  was  quite  limited,  as  he 
lived  nearly  his  whole  life  on  the  frontier,  away  from  schools 
and  the  advantages  which  most  other  Americans  possess. 
He  had  the  most  untiinching  perseverance,  combined  with 
personal  courage,  and  an  integrity  which  nothing  could 
shake.  In  personal  appearance  he  is  said  to  have  strongly 
resembled  his  celebrated  father, — Daniel  Boone,  the  first 
settler  of  Kentucky. 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  LATE  OILMAN  FOLSOM. 


AllKCKiTF  iiuinber  ol'  llie  J)ubu(iuc  Tdejjruph.  cun- 
tainod  the  Ibllowiiiii;  in  rohition  to  ii  parliiimciitary 
passage  at  arms  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of'tlie  Iowa 
Legishiture,  between  the  late  Ilun.  Gihiian  Folsoin,  of  Iowa 
City,  and  J  I  on.  James  Grant,  of  J)avenporl :  — 

"Gihnan  Folsom,  whose  deatli  occurred  recently  at  Iowa 
City,  was,  in  his  day,  one  of  the  leading  politicians  and  hiw- 
yers  of  this  state.  lie  was  gifted  with  a  natural  eloquence, 
which  was  cultivated  by  education,  and  v^hich  rendered  him 
a  formidable  antagonist  in  the  forum,  on  the  stump,  and  in 
the  lialls  of  legislation.  But,  withal,  this  gifted  man  had 
Bucli  indiscretions  of  judgment  as  to  more  than  oH-set  his 
other  gifts  of  intellect.  He  was  querulous  with  his  friends, 
and  passionate  toward  his  adversaries,  sparing  neither  in 
his  tits  of  elocutionary  frenzy.  A  remarkable  instance  of 
his  peculiar  nature  was  exhibited  in  the  winter  of  1854  — 
we  think  it  was  —  during  the  session  of  the  legislature. 
Judge  Grant  was  speaker  of  the  house;  and  between  him 
and  Mr.  Folsom  there  was  an  estrangement,  which  alfected 
the  latter  very  sensitively,  and  carried  him  into  intolerable 
excesses  in  his  intercourse  with  the  speaker.  In  the  forma- 
tion of  committees  of  the  house,  Mr.  Folsom  expected,  from 
his  position  in  the  ruling  party,  and  at  the  bar;  that  he 
would  be  placed  on  the  judiciary  committee  as  chairman, 
and  so,  indeed,  did  his  friends,  for  there  was  no  other  in  the 
house  who  appeared  to  be  better  qualified  for,  or  better  en- 
titled to,  the  position.  But  the  feeling  between  the  speaker 
and  Mr.  Folsom  aliected  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter. 
Judge  Grant  had  the  weakness  to  ignore  his  adversary,  and, 
worse  still,  to,  as  Folsom  regarded  it,  insult  him,  by  placing 
at  the  head  of  the  judiciary  committee  a  young  man  just 
admitted  to  the  bar,  with  Folsom  down  lower  on  the  list  of 
names.  The  first  one  who  saw  the  list  was  the  writer  of 
this,  and  casting  his  eye  over  it  he  noticed  at  once  what  had 
been  done,  and  took  in  at  a  thought  what  would  be  the 
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probjible  coUBcquencos,  knowiiii^  tlio  nature  of  two  iiioii 
who  would  1)0  thrown  into  conliict  with  each  oilier,  by  what 
one  of  them  would  reii^ard  as  an  ailront.  Tlie  writer  pri- 
vately remonstrated  with  the  speaker,  hut  it  was  of  no  use. 
Judge  Grant  was  not  the  man  to  change  what  he  had  (h;- 
liberatcly  done.  The  writer  left  the  hall  of  the  house  with 
the  list  of  the  committees  in  his  hand.  Kolsom  notic(jd 
wliat  had  taken  place  between  the  writer  and  the  sjieakcr, 
and  suspected  somehow  that  it  concerned  him,  so  he  folKjwed 
the  writer  out  of  the  hall  of  the  liouse,  and  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  see  the  list  of  the  connnittees.  The  writer  parleyed  with 
Inm  for  a  while,  hoping  that  something  might  occur  to 
change  the  mind  of  the  speaker,  but  Mr.  Folsom  was 
importunate,  so  the  list  w^as  shown  him.  He  became  at 
once  another  being.  In  an  instant  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  give  the  speaker  neither  peace  nor  rest  during  the 
session,  and  he  commenced  at  once  to  put  his  feelings  into 
execution.  Sitting  in  front  of  the  speaker,  he  watched 
every  opportunity  to  annoy  and  worry  and  torment  Judge 
Grant,  till  at  last,  the  latter,  yielding  to  his  nature,  came 
down  on  the  lioor  to  meet  his  tormentor  on  an  arena  where 
he  could  give  way  to  his  feelings.  This  was  just  what  Fol- 
-som  desired.  It  was  the  opportunity  he  longed  for.  It  was 
no  longer  the  speaker  he  had  to  encounter,  but  what  he 
called  his  adversary,  Jim  Grant.  Those  who  were  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  that  day  will  never  forget  the 
scene  which  was  there  enacted.  Judge  Grant,  on  leaving 
the  chair,  had  the  good  sense  to  put  Mr.  Grimes,  afterAvards 
governor  and  senator,  in  his  place.  It  was  well  that  some 
one  who  knew  the  duties  and  proprieties  of  the  position, 
was  in  the  chair,  for  otherwise  the  result  of  that  famous 
passage  at  words  between  those  two  lowans  might  have 
been  different.  We  cannot  describe  it ;  nothing  short  of 
hearing  the  words  and  seeing  the  combatants  as  they  ap- 
peared on  the  scene,  could  describe  what  took  place. 

"  It  is  no  disparagement  of  the  survivor  in  that  famous  set- 
to,  to  say  that  his  now  dead  adversary  was  awarded  the 
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victory.  Indeed,  it  in  a  question  wli(;tlier  it  would  be  eoni- 
plinientiiry  to  Judge  Grant  to  say  of  him  that  lie  could  worst 
Gil  FoIhoui  in  a  personal  controversy.  How  these  memo- 
ries of  old  times  come  upon  us,  when  we  hear  oi'  the  death 
of  one  of  our  old  colleni^ue  associates  and  friends.  Peace 
to  tliy  perturbed  spirit,  thou  eccentri(;  orator,  thou  intuitive 
lawyer,  thou  inveterate  enemy,  thou  steadfast  friend  !  " 


JONATHAN  EMEESON  PLETOHEE. 


GEN.  JONATHAN  E.  FLETCHER,  an  old  settler  of 
Muscatiuc,  died  at  his  residence,  near  that  city,  April 
6,  1872,  at  the  age  of  GG  years.  The  Old  Settlers  Assciation 
of  Muscatine  attended  his  funeral  in  a  body,  and  passed  the 
usual  resolutions  of  respect  and  regret.  We  find  in  the 
Muscatine  Journal  a  tribute  to  his  memory  and  an  account 
of  the  more  prominent  events  of  his  life,  which  we  copy, 
from  the  pen  of  a  favorite  contributor  to  the  Annals — -Suel 
Foster,  Esq. — who  knew  the  deceased  long  and  intimately : 
"  Gen.  J.  E.  Fletcher  was  a  native  of  Thetford,  Vermont. 
He^was  an  early  settler  of  this  city  (Muscatine),  coming  here 
in  the  summer  of  1838,  when  Iowa  was  made  a  separate  ter- 
ritory. He  attended  the  first  land  sale  in  the  territory,  in 
November,  1838,  at  w^hich  he  bought  lands  six  miles  west 
of  the  city,  upon  which  he  located  in  the  fall  of  1839,  and 
went  to  farming,  having  previously  returned  to  Vermont 
and  married  his  surviving  wife.  He  had  resided  a  few  years 
in  Ohio  before  he  came  to  low^a. 

"  Gen.  Fletcher  has  held  many  responsible  oflices  in  this 
territory  and  state.  He  w^as  a  member  of  the  convention 
%vhich  framed  the  old  state  constitution,  taking  an  active 
and  important  part  in  the  formation  of  our  fundamental  law. 

"In  1846  he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk  an  Indian 
agent,  for  the  Winnebagoes,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
eleven  years,  having  removed  the  location  of  the  agency 
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twice,  making  llirce  dillbront  places  in  the  t(;rritory  of  Min- 
nesotii,  wliere  he  resided  —  Fort  Atkin.son,  on  Turkey  I'iver, 
Mmikota,  on  Minnesota  river,  and  hi<^h  uj)  the  MiKsigsippi 
river  above  St.  Paul.  Few  agents  indeed  are  ever  better 
calculated  to  manage  a  tribe  of  Indians.  The  Winnebagoes, 
Sioux,  and  Chippewas  were  frequently  at  war,  and  lie  was 
often  instrumental  in  saving  much  bloodshed.  With  quiet 
apprehension,  decision,  and  firmness,  and  great  courage  to 
face  and  surmount  all  difliculties,  his  valuable  services  in 
his  long  career  as  Indian  agent,  to  the  government,  and  to 
the  countr}^  are  incalculable. 

*^ln  all  these  arduous  duties,  General  Fletcher  was  accom- 
panied by  his  faithful  w^ife,  wdio  rendered  him  great  assist- 
ance; beside  she  spent  much  time  in  teaching  the  Indians 
the  English  language  from  books.  Dr.  Frank  Fletcher, 
their  oldest  son,  was,  when  they  went  among  the  Indians, 
quite  a  young  boy.  He  played  and  frolicked  with  the  In- 
dian boys,  and  soon  learned  their  language  so  Avell  that  he 
became  his  father's  interpreter. 

"Gen.  Fletcher  returned  to  his  farm,  one  mile  ^vest  of 
this  city,  in  1858,  where  he  has  ever  since  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  leaves  his  dutiful  and  afflicted  wife  and  eight  chil- 
.dren — five  sons,  and  three  daughters,  his  oldest  son  having 
studied  medicine,  and  settled  in  tliat  practice,  a  few  years 
ago  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

"Gen,  Fletcher  was  a  man  of  marked  and  noted  charac- 
ter,—  a  man  of  talent,  energy,  and  industry,  actuated  at  all 
times  by  truth,  right,  and  justice;  affection,  benevolence, 
and  kindness,  which,  based  upon  the  foundation  of  Chris- 
tianity, enabled  him  to  accomplish  much  good  in  this  life, 
and  to  gain,  in  a  high  degree,  the  esteem,  frendship,  and  love, 
of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  who  find  that  in  him  they 
have  lost  a  great  and  good  friend  in  time  of  need,  —  they 
will  not  soon  find  one  to  fill  his  place. 

"As  a  citizen  of  the  city  and  county,  we  have  lost  a  great 
and  good  man,  in  w^hose  counsels  we  have  so  often  found 
wisdom,  goodness,  and  benefit,  and  we  mourn  his  loss." 
30 
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A LATE  iiiinil)cr  of  the  Northern  Vindicator^  }>uljlisljed 
at  Esthcrvillo,  Emmet  county,  tlms  viiidicates  the 
good  taste  of  whoever  lirst  proposed  for  our  state  the  name 
of  Iowa :  — 

"lias  any  one  ever  lieard  the  true  rendering  or  translation 
of  this  word  Iowa?  As  all  instinctively  know,  it  i^  an 
Indian  word  ;  and  as  all  proper  names  in  Indian  dialect 
have  their  peculiar,  and  oftentimes  signilicant,  meaning,  tliis 
little  word,  composed,  as  each  of  its  syllables  is,  of  a  separ- 
ate word,  has  likewise  a  meaning  and  Indian  deiinition,  that 
is  most  apropos  and  suggestive  of  the  state  that  it  describes. 

"A  gentleman  passed  through  here  the  other  day  who  has 
been  spending  some  time  among  the  Indian  tribes  that  are 
sojourning  in  eastern  Nebraska  and  western  ^linnesota. 
He  is  a  well-informed,  intelligent,  and  fully  reliable  man, 
and  has  taken  much  pains,  on  account  of  his  business  as  a 
trader,  in  studying  the  language  of  tliese  primal  inhabitants 
and  in  informing  himself,  through  curiosity  and  a  laudable 
desire  for  learning  their  history,  the  principles  of  their  lan- 
guage, and  the  rendering  of  their  words  and  phrases.  He 
informed  us,  among  other  curious  and  interesting  tacts,  that 
the  word  'Iowa,'  in  the  Indian  tongue  signitied-  4iere  is 
the  place,'  and  that  it  originated  from  an  incident  which 
transpired  in  an  Indian  tribe  of  the  then  wild  territory  of 
Iowa,  'more  moons  ago  than  there  are  tracks  of  the  bufi'alo 
upon  the  plain,  or  feathers  upon  the  wild  fo wPs  back.' 

"  The  story  runs  :  A  tribe  from  the  west  came  into  the 
land  of  Iowa,  forced  across  the  Missouri  on  account  of  an 
unfavorable  season  for  game,  trapping  and  hunting,  and 
after  several  days  of  tired,  weary  tramping,  hungry  and 
heart-sick,  its  members  came  unexpectedh%  at  nightfall,  to 
the  shore  of  a  beautiful  lake.  Groves  of  shade  surrounded 
it,  plums,  wild  apples,  and  berries  were  found  upon  every 
hand  upon  overladen  trees  and  vines,  fowls  swam  upon,  and 


1872.]     ACT  IIKOIKUNIZING  HTATK  IIIHTOIUCAL  HOCIi:TV. 


235 


flew  over,  the  lake  in  prreiit  RWiiririH,  and  fishes  gli(h.'rl  and 
Bwam  in  the  pelhicid  waters.  The  tired  ponieK  eai^erly 
drank  from  the  cool  fountain,  and  tlie  H(piawH  he;^an  with 
avidity  to  phick  the  fruit  and  prepare  for  tlie  evenini^  ineaL 
Then  the  ehief,  wlio  had  taken  in  at  a  glanee  of  liis  eagle 
eye  the  whole  prospeet,  after  a  pause,  that  eaused  all  to  hold 
intent  their  countenanees,  wisely  and  solemnly  said:  *Iov,'a' 
— this  is  the  place. 

'*  And  the  story  spread  abroad  among  the  triljes,  and  tra- 
dition has  passed  it  down  to  the  white  man,  who  has  taken 
it  up,  and  with  a  most  felicitous  appropriateness,  has  adopted 
the  word,  and  with  it  christened  one  of  the  grandest  and 
best  lands  known  among  these  magnificent  states  of  the 
American  Union.  May  its  name  and  fair  fame  ever  live  so 
long  as  ^  water  runs  or  fishes  swim,'  and  may  all  races  and 
people  early  come  into  a  knowledge  of  the  fact — Hhis  is 
the  place.'" 


AK  AOT  TO  KEOEGANIZE  THE  STATE  HISTOEIOAL  SOOIETT. 


SECTIOIsr  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  th£ 
State  of  Iowa,  That  from  and  after  the  taking  eli'ect  of 
this  act,  the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  State  Historical  Soci- 
ety, at  Iowa  City,  shall  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  of  whom 
nine  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State,  and 
nine  elected  by  the  members  of  the  society.  The  term  of 
.office  of  said  curators  shall  be  two  years,  except  as  provided 
in  the  next  section,  and  they  shall  receive  no  compensation 
for  their  services. 

Sec.  2.  The  curators  appointed  by  the  govenor,  shall  be 
appointed  on  or  before  the  last  AYednesday  in  June  in  the 
year  1872,  and  each  second  year  tliereafter,  and  their  term 
of  ofHce  shall  commence  on  that  day.  Nine  curators  shall 
be  selected  by  tlie  present  board  to  serve  on  behalf  of  the 
society  until  the  last  Wednesday  in  June,  A.  D.  1873,  or  in 
default  of  such  selection,  the  nine  members  of  the  present 
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board  }uiviM<!;  tlio  loni^cst  unexpired  terms  ttliall  ho  nerve. 
And  at  the  jmiiual  rneetiii<z;  of  said  Historical  Society  lield 
next  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  June,  A.  IJ.  IHTJi,  and  in 
eacli  second  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  by  ballot 
from  tlie  members  of  the  society  nine  curators  for  the  term 
next  enauinti;. 

Sec.  3.  All  persons  who  are  members  of  said  Historical 
Society  at  the  date  of  this  act,  shall  remain  members  of  the 
same  as  reorganized,  and  new  members  may  be  admitted 
at  any  time  under  the  rules  now  in  force,  or  such  other 
rules  as  may  hereafter  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of  ('urators. 

Sec.  4.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  lield 
at  Iowa  City  on  the  Monday  preceeding  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  June  of  each  year. 

Sec.  5.  The  Board  of  Curators  shall  choose  annually,  or 
oftener,  if  need  be,  a  corresponding  secretary,  recording  sec- 
retary, a  treasurer,  and  a  librarian,  who  shall  be  selected 
from  the  members  of  the  Historical  Society  outside  of  their 
own  number,  and  shall  hold  ofHce  for  one  year,  unless  soon- 
er removed  by  a  vote  of  the  board.  Said  officers  shall  be 
officers  of  the  society  as  well  as  of  the  Board  of  Curators, 
and  their  respective  duties  shall  be  determined  by  said  board. 
"Ho  officers  of  the  society  or  of  the  board  shall  receive  any 
compyensation  from  the  state  appropriation  to  the  society. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Curators  shall  also  choose  from 
their  own  number  a  president,  w^ho  shall  be  the  executive 
head  of  the  board,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  and 
until  his  successor  is  elected. 

Sec.  7.  The  curators,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  reside  in' 
the  vicinity  of  the  State  University,  and  seven  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a  quorum,  shall  be  the  executive  department  of 
the  society,  and  shall  have  full  powder  to  manage  its  affiurs. 
They  shall  keep  a  full  and  correct  account  of  their  doings, 
and  of  the  receipit  and  expenditure  of  all  funds  collected  or 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  the  society,  and  shall  report  the 
same  annually  to  the  govenor  on  or  before  the  fifreenth  day 
of  December,  as  required  by  law  of  other  state  institutions. 
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8kc.  8.  There  sliall  })e  deliverod  to  Raid  Kociety  (i'lL'hty 
bound  (;0})ic9  of  the  roporls  of  the  BupreTne  eourt,  iind  all 
other  books  and  dociinuinls  jjuhlislKid  i)y  tint  Htate,  or  at  its 
order,  for  the  purpose  of  efleclin*;'  excliangcs  witli  niniilar 
soeieties  in  other  states  and  eountries,  and  Ibr  preservation 
in  its  library,  and  other  purposes  of  tlie  society. 

Sec.  9.  This  act  beinij^  deemed  of  immediate  importance, 
Bhall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  publica- 
tion in  the  Iowa  State  Jieglsicr,  a  news])aper  published  at 
Pes  Moines,  and  in  the  Ioy)a  City  Press,  a  newsjjajicr  })ub- 
liehed  at  Iowa  City,  without  expense  to  the  state. 

Approved,  April  24,  1872. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  act  was  published  in 
the  Dailf/  Iowa  State  Register^  April  30,  and  in  the  Iowa  City 
Press,  April  29, 1872.  Er  .  Wright,  Secretary  of  State. 


DEATH  OF  MAEQUETTE. 

HIS  solitary  grave  was  made  . 
Beside  thy  waters,  Michigan; 
In  the  forest-shade  the  bones  were  laid 

Of  a  world- wondering  man  : 
Discoverer  of  a  world  he  sleeps — 

By  all  the  world  unknown; 
No  mausoleum  marks  the  spot, 
Nor  monumental  stone. 

He  died  alone — no  pious  hand 

Smoothed  down  the  pillow  for  his  head; 
No  watching  flowers  reared  the  tent, 

Or  strewed  the  green  leaves  for  his  bed: 
His  followers  left  the  holy  man 

Beside  a  rustic  altar  kneeling  — 
The  slanting  sunbeams'  setting  rays 

TJirough  the  thick  forest-branches  stealing. 

An  hour  had  past,  and  they  returned; 

They  found  him  lying  where  he  knelt, 
But  lo !  how  changed :  the  calm  of  death 

Upon  his  marble  features  dwelt; 
Even  while  he  prayed,  his  living  soul 

Had  to  its  native  heaven  fled, 
While  the  last  twilight's  holiest  beams 

Fell,  like  a  glory,  on  his  head.     — Western  Messenger, 
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IN  anotlior  ])ljice  will  l)e  Iburid  tlie  law  enacted  by  the 
legialature  last  wintt!!*  reorganizing  the  Historical  So- 
ciety. The  Board  of  Curators  of  the  society,  at  their  first 
meeting  after  tlie  passage  of  this  law,  appointed  a  coniniit^ 
tee  to  amend  the  constitution  of  tlie  society  in  agreement 
with  the  new  statute.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board, 
the  committee's  report  Avas  heard  and  adopted,  and  a  s'pecial 
meeting  of  the  whole  society  arranged  for.  The  society 
therefore  held  a  special  meeting  in  Iowa  City,  on  June  14th, 
at  which  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Curators  was  confirmed, 
their  recommendations  adopted,  the  constitution  of  the 
society  changed  so  as  to  harmonize  it  with  tlie  new  law,  and 
the  act  of  the  legislatui'e  accepted  as  the  organic  law  of  the 
society. 

The  Board  of  Curators  refrained  from  exercising  the  au- 
thority granted  them  in  the  act,  to  select  the  nine  curators 
on  the  part  of  the  society;  consequently,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  the  nine  memhers  of  the  board 
having  the  longest  time  to  serve  under  the  former  organiza- 
tion hecame  the  members,  on  the  part  of  the  society,  of  the 
new  board.  They  are  all  residents  of  Iowa  City,  and  are 
Rev.  Wm.  Emonds,  Hon.  Wm.  G.  Hammond,  Hon.  Thos. 
Hughes,  Eohert  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  Hon.  John  P.' Irish,  Geo. 
E.  Kimball,  M.  D.,  Hon.  S.  E.  Paine,  Col.  S.  C.  Trowbridge, 
and  A.  C.  Younkin,  Esq.  The  governor  appointed  as  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  the  nine  elective 
members  of  the  Board  of  Kegents  of  the  State  University, 
who  are  Hon.  C.  W.  Slagle,  of  Fairfield,  Hon.  John  Mc- 
Kean,  of  Anamosa,  Hon.  Austin  Adams,  of  Dubuque,  Hon. 
A.  T.  Reeve,  of  Hampton,  Hon.  James  Wilson,  of  Bucking- 
ham, Hon.  A.  K.  Campbell,  of  Newton,  Hon.  P.  Cas- 
sady,  of  Des  Moines,  Hon.  AVm.  W,  Merritt,  of  Red  Oak 
Junction,  and  Hon.  J.  F.  Buncombe,  of  Fort  Dodge. 

This  new  Board  of  Curators  held  their  first  session  at  the 
Historical  Rooms  in  Iowa  City,  on  the  26th  of  June,  and 
organized  by  electing  as  their  president,  Hon.  William  G. 
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Jlainnioiul,  chancellor  of  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Univerisity,  wlio  had  served  in  the  Hanie  capacity  in  the  pre- 
vious hoard.  II.  S.  Welton,Esq.,  was  unanimonsly  elected 
treasurer  of  the  society-  Mr.  Silas  Foster  having  resigned 
the  ollice  of  lihrarian,  and  removed  to  Coloradc),  George 
Fracker,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  elected  lihi'arian.  Capt, 
Wm.  C.  Gaston,  the  recording  secretary,  having  vacated  his 
office  hy  removal  to  Oregon,  F.  Lloyd  was  elected  in  his 
place,  und  also  charged  with  the  duties  of  corresponding 
secretary.  The  hoard  devoted  the  rest  of  its  session,  which 
was  held  in  the  presence  of  Gov.  Carpenter,  Col.  Ahornethy, 
superintendent  of  puhlic  instruction,  and  other  state  ofiicials, 
to  tlie  general  husiness  of  the  society. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  division  of  authority  and  responsi- 
bility in  the  management  of  the  society's  affairs  between 
officers  selected  immediately  from,  and  by,  the  society  itself, 
and  others  chosen  by  the  governor,  will  advance  its  pros- 
perity,  by  bringing  the  society,  without  changing  its  volun- 
tary character,  into  closer  and  more  fostering  relations  with 
the  state  government  than  it  occupied  under  its  former  or- 
ganization ;  and  the  happy  selection  of  the  nine  elective 
University  regents  as  the  state's  representati\'es  in  the  Board 
of  Curators,  representing,  as  they  do,  the  nine  congressional 
districts  of  the  state,  will  remove  any  suspicion  of  its  being 
a  local  institution,  while  it  will  fulfill  the  requirement  of  the 
act  passed  by  the  legislature,  in  1857.  organizing  the  society, 
and  providing  that  it  should  be  "in  connection  with,  and 
under  the  auspices  of,  the  State  University." 


EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 


 We  have  received  the  first  number  of  the  '^Western  Life  Boat,'"  a 

large  monthly  periodical  published  at  Des  Moines,  and  devoted  largely 
to  the  biography  of  prominent  Iowa  people.  This  first  number  is  pro- 
fusely illustrated  with  engravings  of  faces  and  places  of  interest.  The 
business  tact  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Edmunds,  its  principal  manager,  and  the 
merits  of  the  work  itself,  have  already,  as  we  understand,  secured  it  ^ 
Tast  popularity  throughout  the  country. 
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 TuK  Khort  Hkot(;h  of  (lu;  lif<'  of  (UA.  Naflian  Hooik;,  whicli  ufjjioars 

herewith  in  our  {)a^'(!.s,  we  liiid  lloatiiii,' jilj(jiit  on  the  j^'iilf  stniuui  of  weHt- 
ern  jouniiilism,  which  we  l)(;iieve  lakes  its  rise  in  Chicaj^o,  conrstfH  weKt« 
ward  alon<^  the  Pacific  railroads,  to  s[)read  out  over  CaUfornia  and  the 
Pacific  coast.  Our  attention  was  called  to  it  Hometimo  agone,  by  Judge 
Parvin,  and  we  think  even  so  imperfect  a  biojzraphy  of  the  adventurous 
pioneer  well  worthy  of  preservation,  and  not  ina])propriate  to  our  pages, 
since  much  of  his  military  scouting  was  done  in  what  is  now  tiie  slate  of 
Iowa.  His  com])any  of  ran^^ers  was  incorporated  into  a  regiiaent  of 
dragoons  with  that  of  Gen.  Jesse  B.  IJrown,  whose  biograi)hy  Mr.  Haw- 
kins Taylor  gives  in  tliis  number. 

 We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  "Pioneers  of  Marion  County,"  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Donnel,  of  Olley,  and  i)ublished  in  former  volumes 
of  the  Annals  oi-^  Iowa,  will  shortly  api)ear  in  book  form.  Mr.  JJonnel 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labor  to  make  his  history  of  Marion 
county  exact,  correct,  and  com})lete,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  he  is 
likely  soon  to  realize  some  i)ecuniary  return  for  his  trouble,  by  a  large 
sale  of  his  book. 

 Twenty-five  newspapers  and  i)eriodicals  have  been  established 

at  Dubuque  in  the  last  thirty-six  years,  from  the  Vifiltor  of  1S3G,  to  the 
Telegraph,  of  1870.  Over  one-fourth  of  the  number  are  still,  as  dailies 
and  weeklies,  in  successful  existence  —  a  greater  number  than  is  juib- 
lished  in  any  other  city  in  Iowa,  with  possibly  the  exception  of  Daven- 
port. There  are  no  abler  papers  published  in  the  state  than  those  of 
Dubuque.  The  Times  was  formerly  a  weak  vessel,  but  since  Rich  has 
taken  hold  of  it,  it  has  had  no  superior.  For  the  statistical  part  of  this 
note,  we  are  indebted  to  ]\Ir.  C.  Childs,  a  walking  cyclopanlia  of  Du- 
buque pioneer  lore,  but  one  who  keeps  all  his  early  settler  recollections 
for  the  Dubuque  papers,  and  never  permits  any  of  them  to  get  into  the 
Annals,  except  at  second-hand. 

 A  SUBSCRIBER  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  last  month  remitted 

to  us  twenty  dollars,  on  account  of  new  subscribers  he  had  —  we  were 
going  to  write,  taken  the  trouble  to  obtain  for  the  Annals — but  he  says  it 
was  really  no  trouble  at  all.  If  each  one  of  the  rest  of  our  subscribers 
would  do  only  one-quarter  as  well,  the  Annals  would  at  once  be  in  a  most 
satisfi^ctory  and  independent  position.    Will  you  all  follow  the  examj^le  ? 

 Since  the  issue  of  our  la.st  number,  death  has  invaded  the  ranks 

of  our  subscribers.  The  Hon.  Oilman  Folsom,  a  finished  scholar,  a  pro- 
found jurist,  and  in  earlier  days,  a  popular  legislator  and  party  leader, 
died  at  his  residence,  near  Iowa  City,  on  the  15th  of  July  ;  and  Col.  J. 
C.Culbertson,  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  lSGl,and  assistant  adjutant 
general  of  the  state,  and  paymaster  in  the  United  States  army  during 
the  rebellion,  expired  at  his  residence,  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  July  ISth. 
We  hope  to  be  able,  in  our  next,  to  give  more  extended  notices  of  the 
lives  of  these  deceased  subscribers,  over  whose  names  we  are  compelled 
to  draw  a  black  line,  but  whose  memories  will  long  be  cherished  by 
their  cotemporaries. 
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The  Great  Indian  Confederation. ' 


(Continued  from  Vol.  9,  p.  652.) 

ABOUT  the  time  of  acquiring  the  Louisiana  purchase 
there  were  in  the  northwest  two  very  noted  Indian 
characters,  Tecumseh,  and  Fensk-wau-ta-wa  (the  prophet). 
They  were  Shawnees,  a  tribe  of  Indians  who  once  lived  in 
Georgia,  but  moved  north;  and  in  1786  the  United  States 
allotted  that  tribe  lands  in  the  territory  which  was  afterward 
embraced  in  the  boundaries  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Their 
father  was  a  Shawnee  and  their  mother  a  Creek.  Tecum- 
seh, from  his  childhood,  manifested  a  disposition  for  war; 
he  was  an  orator,  and  had  a  peculiar  faculty  to  gain  the  res- 
pect and  control  those  around  him.  l^'^ensk-wau-ta-wa  was 
of  a  very  different  turn  of  mind;  instead  of  being  warlike 
or  commanding,  he  was  persuasive,  and  religiously  inclined. 
About  the  year  1805  it  happened  that  an  old  Shawnee,  who 
was  a  man  of  great  intiuence,  and  acted  the  part  of  a  proph- 
et among  his  people,  died.  (Drake's  Life  of  Tecumseh,  86.) 
Fensk-wau-ta-wa,  who  had  vritnessed  the  old  man's  intiu- 
ence with  the  Indians,  caught  up  the  mantle  of  the  departed 
31 
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proplict  and  iiHHUiiKjd  his  sa(;r(;(l  ciiHin'.i,'.  Wa  airectcd  great 
Baiictity;  did  not  engage  in  the  secular  duties  ol'  war  or 
hunting;  was  seldom  seen  in  [)ublic;  pretended  to  see  into 
futurity  and  foretell  events,  and  announced  hinis(^H'  to  he 
the  mouth-i)iece  of  God  (Schoolcraft,  vol.  6,  p.  353);  and 
witli  such  adroitness  did  lie  manage  his  religious  career  that 
within  a  few  years  Ins  inlluence  was  felt  by  the  remote 
tribes  of  tlie  upper  lakes,  on  the  extensive  [)rairies  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  and  among  the  tribes  of  the  sunny  south. 
Early  in  the  year  1805  the  Sliawnees,  having  settled  in  small 
villages  in  different  i)arts  of  their  country,  re-assembled 
their  scattered  people,  and  established  themselves  at  Green- 
ville, Indiana,  notwithstanding  this  country  had  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1805. 

The  fame  of  the  Prophet  had  by  this  time  become  exten- 
sively known,  and  he  had  made  a  great  reform  in  the  disso- 
lute habits  of  the  Indians.  While  the  Prophet  was  dissem- 
inating his  religious  doctrines,  Tecumseli,  seeing  the  grasp- 
ing disposition  of  the  government,  to  get  their  lands,  trav- 
eled from  tribe  to  tribe  through  the  west,  north,  and  south, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  combination  of  the  several 
nations  to  protect  themselves  againt  the  encroachments  of 
"the  whites.  Through  the  year  1806  Tecumseh  and  the 
Prophet  were  visited  by  large  numbers  of  delegates  from 
the  different  tribes,  and  many  embraced  their  cause.  The 
Prophet  had  by  some  means  got  knowledge  of  the  coming 
of  the  great  eclipse  in  1806,  and  proclaimed  that  on  a  cer- 
tain day  he  would  bring  darkness  over  the  sun.  At  the 
appointed  time  he  had  a  large  assembly  around  him,  and 
when  darkness  came  over  the  earth  he  arose  in  their  midst 
and  exclaimed,  "  Did  I  not  prophesy  truly?  Behold,  dark- 
ness has  shrouded  the  sun  !  "  This  event  made  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  the  Indians,  and  greatly  increased  their  belief 
in  his  sacred  character  as  a  prophet. 

In  the  fore  part  of  April,  1807,  Tecumseli  and  the  Proph- 
et had  with  them  about  four  hundred  Indians  at  one  time; 
and  by  the  1st  of  May  it  was  estimated  that  not  less  than 
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fifteen  liiindrcd  viriitc'd  the  l/ro])liot,  and  man}-  of  tlioni 
were  from  the  distant  parts  of  the  Indian  countiy ;  and  in 
the  month  of  August  there  were  assemhled  in  tlju  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  Green\'ille,  between  seven  and  eiglit  Imn- 
dred,  supposed  to  be  under  the  iniluence  of  the  Propliet, 
most  of  wliom  were  armed  with  new  guns.  It  was  insisted 
by  the  government  that  the  Indians  should  remove  on  to 
their  own  kinds,  and  in  the  spring  of  1808  they  left  Green- 
ville and  located  their  village  on  Tippecanoe,  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  Wabash  river.  Here,  as  before,  large  num- 
bers visited  the  Prophet,  to  listen  to  his  teachings,  while 
Tecumseh  often  visited  the  various  tribes.  (Drake's  Life  of 
Tecumsch,  pp.  96, 107.)  These  demonstrations  alarmed  the 
whites,  and  William  H.  Harrison,  then  governor  of  Ohio, 
was  urged  to  seize  the  Prophet  and  hold  him  as  a  prisoner. 
The  Prophet,  learning  this,  immediately  visited,  the  Gover- 
nor, and  succeeded  in  convincing  him  that  his  intentions 
were  only  to  better  the  condition  of  his  race,  and  Harrison 
was  rather  inclined  to  sustain,  than  weaken,  his  influence. 
On  the  80th  of  September,  1809,  by  the  instructions  of  the 
government,  Harrison  held  a  treaty  with  some  of  the  Pot- 
tawattamies,  Miamies,  and  Delawares,  and  obtained  from 
them  a  large  cession  of  land  east  of  the  TVabash.  The  Shaw- 
nees  claimed  an  interest  in  these  lands,  but  did  not  attend 
the  council  or  sign  the  treaty.  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  7,  pp.  113, 
115.) 

This  purchase  embraced  a  part  of  the  land  allotted  to 
them  by  the  treaty  of  1786,  and  whatever  arrangements 
there  might  have  been  among  the  Indians  themselves  about 
their  hunting  grounds,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  United 
States  had  ever  purchased  these  lands  from  the  Shawnees. 
(U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  7,  p.  87.)  The  conveyance  of  lands  was 
against  the  policy  of  Tecumseh  and  his  brother,  and  was 
what  they  had  been  endeavoring  to  prevent.  They  claimed 
that  the  village  chiefs,  who  attended  the  council,  had  no 
right  to  sell  lands,  and  especially  without  the  consent  of  the 
Shawnee  nation ;  and  this  act  on  the  part  of  government 
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8ti mill ated  TecuTTi well  jiiid  the  Propliot  to  renewed  eirortH  to 
unite  tlic  various  triben  in  one  eonlederacy.  Delegations 
from  a  long  dii^taiice  were;  eonstantly  visiting  the  Prophet, 
and  in  May  it  was  estimated  tliat  tliero  were  more  tlian  six 
hundred  warriors  encamped  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Ti[>pecanoe, 
well  equip]X'd  with  arms;  and  early  in  July  Harrison  re- 
ceived information  that  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  had  taken  up 
the  hatchet,  and  declared  themselves  ready  to  act  witJi  the 
Prophet  whenever  it  should  he  required,  and  that  tlic  Shaw- 
nees  had  received  large  presents  from  the  British  authori- 
ties. 

These  demonstrations  produced  great  alarm  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  to  come  to  an  un<lerstanding  with  the  Indians  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  holding  a  council  at  Vincennes. 
The  15th  of  August,  the  day  for  holding  the  council,  came. 
The  Governor  had  made  arrangements  for  holding  the  coun- 
cil in  the  portico  of  his  own  re^^idence,  and  had  fitted  it  up 
with  seats.  At  the  appointed  hour  Tecumseh,  with  about 
forty' of  the  principal  men  of  his  party,  was  seen  approach- 
ing the  house,  while  about  four  hundred  of  his  warriors 
were  encamped  near  by.  When  the  bold,  daring  chief  had 
got  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  house,  he  stopped,  and 
in  silence  took  a  gaze  about  the  premises.  He  was  request- 
ed to  come  forward  and  take  a  seat ;  he  refused,  and, pointed 
to  a  grove,  near  by,  as  the  most  suitable  place  for  the  meet- 
ing. He  was  told  there  were  no  seats  there ;  he  replied, 
"that  constituted  no  objection  to  the  grove ;  the  earth  is 
the  most  suitable  place  for  the  Indian,  w^ho  loves  to  repose 
on  the  bosom  of  his  mother.'*  (Drake's  Life  of  Tecumseh, 
p.  126.) 

The  parties  then  removed  to  the  grove,  when  Tecumseh 
opened  the  council  with  a  speech,  stating  his  objections  to 
the  treaty  made  the  previous  year.  He  disclaimed  all  in- 
tention of  making  war,  but  "  declared  it  to  be  his  unaltera- 
ble resolution  to  take  a  stand  and  oppose  the  further  en- 
croachment of  the  whites  upon  the  Indians."  The  Gover- 
nor replied,  and  in  relation  to  the  treaty  at  Vincennes  said, 
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"  tlie  liidiaiiR  were  not  one  nation,  ownini^  a  oornnion  j)roj>- 
crty  in  lauds;  "  and  "  he  contended  the  Miainies  wore  tlie 
real  owners  of  the  tract  on  tlie  Wabash,  ceded  by  the  hite 
treaty,  and  that  the  Shawnees  bad  uo  rigbt  to  interfere  in 
the  catsu." 

When  this  was  interpreted  to  Tecumseli  lie  sprang  to  his 
feet  and  began  to  si)eak  witb  the  greatest  vehemence  of 
manner,  declaring  that  all  the  Governor  said  was  false." 
Here  followed  an  exciting  scene.  The  Governor  noticed  a 
friendly  chief  lying  on  the  grass  before  him  quietly  renew- 
ing the  priming  of  his  pistol.  His  ear  was  next  saluted  by 
a  remark  from  Gen.  Gibson,  these  fellows  mean  mischief, 
you  bad  better  bring  up  the  guards." 

At  this  moment  the  Indians  raised  their  tomaliavrks  and 
war  clubs,  and  sprang  upon  their  feet,  their  eyes  fiercely 
turned  upon  the  Governor.  The  Governor  sprang  from  his 
chair,  and  drew  his  sword,  Captain  Floyd  drew^  bis  dirk, 
the  friendly  chief  cocked  bis  pistol,  the  citizens  present  gath- 
ered clubs  and  brick-bats,  the  Rev.  Wiiians  ran  to  the  house, 
seized  a  gun,  and  posted  bimse.-f  at  the  entrance  of  the  house 
to  defend  the  family.  The  guard  came  running  up  with 
presented  arms.  Thus  for  in  the  scene  not  a  word  had  been 
said,  and  the  ominous  silence  was  broken  by  a  command  of 
the  Governor  to  the  o-uards  not  to  Hre.  When  the  excite- 
ment  had  subsided,  the  Governor  told  Tecumseh  he  was  a 
bad  man,  and  he  would  have  no  further  intercourse  with 
him. 

The  Indian  leader  having  reflected  over  his  conduct, 
doubtless  thought  he  had  committed  an  error,  and  the  next 
morning  asked  to  make  an  explanation.  The  rerpiest  was 
granted,  and  at  this  interview  Tecumseh 's  deportment  was 
dignified,  and  that  of  a  wise  diplomatist,  and  after  this  apol- 
ogy an  audiance  was  held  with  the  Indians,  At  the  coun- 
cil, chiefs  of  the  several  tribes  spoke,  '^'and  distinctly 
avowed  that  they  had  entered  into  the  Shawnee  confedera- 
cy, and  were  determined  to  su])port  the  principles  laid  down 
by  their  leader."  (Drake's  Life  of  Tecumseh,  128).    The  In- 
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dians  were  given  to  undorstaDd  tliat  tlio  Lcovctrnnicni  \vr>iil(l 
Dot  give  lip  tlicirpurcliase  of  lands,  and  this  closed  the  coun- 
cil. Here  was  a  nionientous  period  in  the  annals  of  destiny. 
A  time  v^dien  almost  tlie  weiglit  of  a  feather  would  have 
turned  tlie  scales  between  love  and  hate.  The  next  day  the 
Governor  visited  the  liero  in  his  tent.  He  w^as  kindly  and 
politely  received ;  along  conversation  ensued:  the  chief  in 
his  tent  declaring  the  same  sentiments  as  in  the  council,  and 
his  determination  to  carry  them  into  eilect.  lie  stated  to 
the  Governor  that  he  would  be  ^'reluctantly  drawn  into  a 
war  with  the  United  States;  that  if  he  would  induce  the 
President  to  give  up  the  lands  lately  purchased,  and  agree 
never  to  make  another  purchase  without  the  consent  of  all 
the  tribes,  he  would  be  their  faithful  ally,  and  assist  in  the 
war  which  he  knew^  was  about  to  take  place  with  England. 
But  if  he  did  not  comply,  he  w^ould  be  compelled  to  unite 
with  the  British."  The  Governor  assured  him  he  would 
make  known  his  wishes  to  the  President.  ""Well,  said  Tc- 
cumseh,  as  the  great  chief  is  to  decide  this  matter,  I  hope 
the  Great  Spirit  will  put  sense  enough  into  his  head  to  in- 
duce him  to  give  up  the  lands;  it  is  true,  he  is  so  far  olf  he 
will  not  be  injured  by  the  war;  he  may  sit  still  in  his  town, 
and  drink  his  wdne,  Avlnle  you  and  I  will  have  to  fight  it 
out." 

As  the  mind  reflects  over  these  incidents,  it  will  be  asked, 
What  were  the  intentions  of  the  great  chief?  Did  he  mar- 
shal around  him  his  warriors  with  the  intention  of  commit- 
ting personal  violence,  of  sheding  blood,  of  laying  waste  the 
country?  or  was  it  for  making  an  exibition  of  liis  power  be- 
fore the  representatives  of  government,  and  creating  upon 
the  minds  of  the  whites  fear  and  dread  of  iiis  wrath?  Was 
the  outbreak  of  p»assion  a  premeditated  thing,  or  was  it  the 
spark  of  anger  caused  to  fly  from  his  flinted  mind,  by  tlie 
contradiction  of  his  assertions?  On  the  30th  of  July,  1810, 
Tecumseh,  with  a  large  number  of  his  followers,  went  to 
Yincennes,  and  had  anotlier  interview  with  Harrison,  i^t 
this  council  the  land  question  was  extensively  discussed. 


1872.] 


TIIK  KAMIV   HISTORY  OF  IOWA. 


247 


And  Tociiinseli  iiifoniiful  tlic  (Governor  "lliiit:  iiRor  much 
trouble  and  dillicnlly,  he  liad  inihiced  all  the  northern  trihcH 
to  unite,  and  i)laee  tlieni.selves  under  his  direetions;  tliat 
the  white  people  were  unnecessarily  ahirnied  at  his  meas- 
ures, wliieli  meant  nothinL!;hut  peace;  that  the  United  States 
had  set  liim  the  example  of  Ibrmini^  a  strict  union  amonii^ 
all  the  Fires  (States)  that  composed  their  confederacy;  that 
the  Indians  did  not  complain  of  it;  nor  sliould  Iris  wliite 
brothers  C()n}plain  of  liim  for  doing  tlie  sarne  tiling  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indians."  (Drake's  Life  of  Tecumseh,  140).  The 
G-overnor  closed  this  council  by  saying  "that  the  moon  which 
they  beheld  (it  was  night)  would  sooner  fall  to  the  earth, 
than  the  President  w^ould  sutler  his  people  to  be  murdered 
with  impunity;  and  that  he  would  put  his  warriors  in  pet- 
ticoats, sooner  than  give  up  the  country,  which  he  had  fair- 
ly acquired  from  the  rightful  owners."  Most  of  those  who 
came  with  Tecumseh,  returned  to  their  villages,  but  Tecum- 
seh with  about  twenty  w^arriors  went  south  to  get  the  tribes 
tliere  to  join  them.  He  easily  induced  the  tribes  he  met 
with  to  embrace  his  cause,  till  he  came  to  the  Creeks,  of 
southern  Alabama.  He  visited  a  Creek  town  of  the  Talla- 
poosa river,  and  immediately  made  his  way  to  the  lodge  of 
the  chief,  to  whom  he  explained  the  object  of  his  visit,  to 
which  the  chief  pretended  to  give  his  assent,  but  Tecumseh, 
reading  from  his  countenence  his  intentions,  looked  him  in 
the  eye,  and.  pointing  his  linger  towards  his  fiice  said,  "  Your 
blood  is  white;  you  do  not  intend  to  fight;  I  know  the  rea- 
son: you  do  not  believe  the  Great  Spirit  has  sent  me — you 
shall  know."  "I  leave  directly,  and  shall  go  to  Detroit; 
w^hen  I  arrive  there  I  shall  stamp  on  the  ground  with  my 
foot,  and  shake  down  every  house  in  Tuckhabateliee."  So 
saying,  he  turned  and  left  the  chief  and  those  around  him 
in  uttor  amazement.  They  often  talked  over  the  acts  of 
Tecumseh,  and  carefully  calculated  the  time  he  would  arrive 
at  Detroit.  And  it  so  happened,  tliat  on  the  very  day  they 
had  fixed  for  his  arrival  at  Detroit,  there  came  an  earth- 
quake, and  shook  down  every  house  in  their  town.  This 
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produced  a  great  eiY^ici  upon  tlic  niinds  of  tlie  fluperstitiouR 
IndiauH,  and  caused  them  to  look  to  Tecuinseh  as  tlieir  great 
chief.  (Drake's  Life  of.Tecurnseli,  144.)  After  Tecunriseh  left 
for  tl)e  souili,  the  alarm  on  the  frontiers  greatly  increased. 
Public  meetings  were  lield,  and  memorials  were  f(>r\varded 
to  the  President  asking  for  protection,  and  that  the  Indians 
niiglit  bo  removed  from  Tippecanoe.  A  niilitary  force  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor.  Learning  of  this,  the 
Pro])}iet  sent  assurances  to  Harrison  of  his  peaceful  inten- 
tions; but,  notwithstanding  this,  early  in  September,  the 
Governor  marched  with  a  body  of  troops  towards  the 
Prophet's  town,  and  on  the  5th  of  November,  1811,  witli 
nine  hundred  men,  camped  within  ten  miles  of  it.  Wlien 
the  forces  were  w^ithin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  this  t<jwn,  the 
troops  made  a  halt,  and  the  Prophet  sent  a  message  to  that 
place  to  inquire  the  cause  of  this  military  display,  and  to  as- 
sure Harrison  that  he  desired  to  avoid  hostilities.  And  '*a 
suspension  of  hostilities  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  terms  of 
peace  were  to  be  settled  on  the  following  morning."  The 
place  where  the  army  had  halted  not  being  a  favorable  spot 
for  an  encampment,  the  army  was  marched  up  to  within 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  village.  This  move  alarmed 
the  Indians,  and  they  made  preparations  for  hostilities. 
"The  night  was  dark  and  cloudy,  and  after  midnight  there 
was  a  drizzling  rain."  This  was  a  night  of  anxious  thought. 
The  whites,  distrustful  of  Indian  character,  lay  upon  their 
arms.  The  soldiers  were  camped  in  marshal  order,  ready 
to  spring  to  arms  at  the  word  of  command.  The  Indians 
not  understanding  the  reason  of  such  a  military  display,  and 
after  they  had  made  arrangements  for  a  council  to  adjust  all 
matters  of  diftercnce,  learning  that  a  threatning  force  had 
approached  still  nearer  their  village,  became  uneasy  and 
alarmed.  Their  town  was  a  chosen  place  by  the  Indians; 
it  had  been  the  scene  of  the  mysterious  rites  of  the  Prophet; 
it  was  now  invaded  by  a  hostile  foe.  Thus  the  slow  mo- 
mentous moments  coursed  along  in  deep  silence  till  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  sliarp  click  of  the 


1872.] 


TIIIC  KAllLY   IlISTORy  OF  IOWA. 


249 


Indian  riflo  was  lieunl  upon  tlic  lel'l  of  the  oiifanij»Fii':nl,. 
The  whole  nvxay  of  tlio  whites  were;  instantly  on  their  feet, 
**an(l  the  whole  of  the  trooi)s  were  pre[)arecl  for  action  in 
the  eonrse  of  two  minutes."  The  hatth?  raided  with  unal)at- 
ing  fury  and  mutual  Hlani;-litcr  until  daylif!;ht,  when  a  gal- 
lant and  successful  charge  by  our  troo[ts  drove  the  enemy 
into  tlio  swam]),  and  put  an  end  to  the  conflict."  (Drake's 
Life  of  Tecumseh,  151.)  This  engagement  took  plaee  while 
Tecumseh  was  absent,  and  against  his  wishes  and  instruc- 
tions, and  when  he  met  the  Propliet,  "he  reprimanded  him 
in  hitter  terms,  for  having  departed  from  his  instructions, 
to  preserve  peace  with  the  United  States  at  all  hazards." 
After  Tecumseh  returned  from  the  south,  he  made  efforts 
to  adjust  the  difficulties  between  his  people  and  the  whites, 
but  without  success. 

In  1811,  there  being  a  strong  probability  of  a  war  with 
England,  a  delegation  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  visited  Wash- 
ington, and  had  an  interview  with  the  President,  and  pro- 
posed in  the  event  of  war  to  assist  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States;  but  they  w^ere  told  that  in  case  of  hostilities  their 
Great  Father  did  not  wish  them  to  interfere  on  either  side, 
but  to  remain  quietly  at  home  and  provide  for  their  families. 
"But  Tecumseh  and  the  Prophet  were  busy  in  their  machina- 
tions to  bring  all  the  Indians  into  one  combination.  On  the 
18th  of  June,  1812,  congress  made  a  formal  declaration  of 
war,  and  from  that  time  Tecumseh'  threw  his  whole  influ- 
ence with  the  British,  and  induced  most  of  the  Indian  tribes 
to  imitate  his  exa-niple.  But  the  Osages,  and  some  other 
tribes  of  the  Missouri  valley,  hesitated  about  going  to  war. 
Among  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  there  was  a  division  in  senti- 
ment. Black  Hawk  and  the  larger  portion  of  them  were 
friendly  to  the  British,  and  he  and  about  two  hundred  war- 
riors entered  into  their  service  against  the  United  States, 
and  Black  Hawk  kept  up  these  hostilities  till  the  13th  of 
May,  1816,  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  Shamaga  (the  Lance)  with  a  few  other  chiefs,  cultiva- 
ted friendly  relations  towards  the  United  States,  and  after 
32  * 
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the  declaration  of  war,  \v(;nt  to  St.  Louin  and  tcudcri'd  their 
Bcrvaccs  to  the  ^i^overinnciit;  but  tlie  oiler  was  declined,  on 
the  ground  that  it  had  been  determined  not  to  employ  In- 
dians in  the  war.  Those  opposed  to  the  British  being  in 
the  minority,  and  iinding  it  unpleasant  to  remain  in  close 
proximity  to  those  in  lavor  of  the  British,  withdrew  Irom 
their  villages  on  the  Mississippi,  and  located  themselves  in 
the  valley  of  the  Missouri,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Osages. 
This  state  of  affairs  being  understood  by  Tecumseh,  he  goes 
to  their  village  and  holds  a  council  with  these  Indians.  To 
form  an  estimation  of  his  ability  as  an  orator,  and  his  |)Ow- 
er  of  pursuasion,  imagine  the  Osages  and  other  tribes  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  joining  the  British,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  beautiful  prairie,  under  the  cool  shades  of  an  ad- 
joining grove,  with  a  few  "  distinguished  strangers'"  assem- 
bled in  council  to  hear  the  words  of  the  great  chief.  When 
"Tecumseh  arose,  and  after  a  pause  of  some  minutes,  in 
which  he  surveyed  his  audience  in  a  very  dignilied,  though 
respectfully  complaisant,  sympathizing  manner,  he  com- 
menced as  follows :  "  — 

"BiiOTHERS:  We  all  belong  to  one  family;  we  are  all 
children  of  the  Great  Spirit;  we  walk  in  the  same  path; 
slake  our  thirst  at  the  same  spring,  and  now  affairs  of  the 
greatest  concern  lead  us  to  smoke  tlje  same  pipe  around  the 
same  council  lire.  Brothers,  we  are  friends;  we  must  as- 
sist each  other  to  bear  our  burdens.  The  blood  of  many  of 
our  fathers  and  brothers  has  run  like  water  on  the  ground 
to  satisfy  the  avarice  of  the  white  men.  AVe,  ourselves,  are 
threatened  with  a  great  evil;  nothing  will  pjiciiy  them  but 
the  destruction  of  all  the  red  men.  Brothers,  when  the 
white  men  first  set  foot  on  our  grounds,  they  were  hungry; 
they  had  no  place  on  which  to  spread  their  bhinkets  or  kin- 
dle their  fires.  They  were  feeble;  they  could  do  nothing 
for  themselves.  Our  fathers  commisserated  their  distress, 
and  shared  freely  with  them  vrhatever  the  Great  Spirit  had 
given  the  red  children.  They  gave  them  food  when  hun- 
gry, medicine  when  sick,  spread  skins  for  them  to  sleep  on, 
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and  gnvc  them  grounds  tluitthey  miglit.  liunt  and  niiso  corn. 
Brotliers,  tlie  white  ])eo})le  are  like  poisonouH  serj)ents: 
when  chilled  they  are  feeble  and  harrnle.s.s;  hut  invigorate 
them  with  warmth,  and  they  sting  their  benefactors  to  death. 
The  white  people  came  among  us  feeble,  and  now  we  have 
made  them  strong;  they  wish  to  lei  11  us,  or  drive  us  back  as 
they  would  wolves  or  panthers.    Brothers,  the  white  men 
are  not  friends  to  the  Indians;  at  first  they  only  asked  for 
land  sufficient  to  build  their  wigwams;  now  nothing  will 
satisfy  them  but  the  wliole  of  our  hunting  grounds,  from  the 
rising  to  the  setting  sun.    Brothers,  the  white  men  want 
more  than  our  liunting  grounds  —  they  wish  to  kill  our  war- 
riors; they  would  even  kill  our  old  men,  women,  and  little 
ones.    Brothers,  many  winters  ago  there  was  no  land;  the 
sun  did  not  rise  and  set ;  all  was  darkness.    The  Great  Spirit 
made  all  things.    He  gave  the  white  people  a  home  beyond 
the  great  waters.    He  supplied  these  grounds  with  game, 
and  gave  them  to  his  red  children,  and  he  gave  them 
strength  and  courage  to  defend  them.    Brothers,  my  people 
wish  for  peace;  the  red  men  all  wish  for  peace,  but  ^vhere 
the  w^hite  people  are,  there  is  no  rest  for  them,  except  it  is 
on' the  bosom  of  our  mother.    Brothers,  the  white  men  des- 
pise and  cheat  the  Indians;  they  abuse  and  insult  them; 
they  do  not  think  the  red  men  sufficiently  good  to  live. 
The  red  men  have  borne  many  and  great  injuries;  they 
ought  to  suffer  them  no  longer.    They   will  not;  they 
are  determined  on  vengeance;  they  have  taken  up  the 
tomahawk;  they  w^ill  make  it  lat  with  blood;  they  will 
drink  the  blood  of  the  white  people.    Brotliers,  my  people 
are  brave  and  numerous,  hut  the  white  p-)eople  are  too  strong 
for  them  alone.    I  wish  you  to  take  up  the  tomahawk  with 
them.    If  w^e  all  unite,  we  will  cause  the  rivers  to  stain  the 
great  waters  with  their  blood.    Brothers,  if  you  do  not  unite 
with  us,  they  will  first  destroy  us,  and  then  you  will  fall  an 
easy  prey  to  them.    They  have  destroyed  many  nations  of 
rod  men,  because  they  were  not  united;  because  they  were 
not  friends  to  each  other.    Brothers,  the  white  people  send 


252 


ANNAI.S  OF  TOWA. 


[oCTOIiEKy 


runners  amon^  u.s;  tlicy  \\  isli  to  make  us  eiienjics,  tliat  tlioy 
may  sweep  over  and  desolate  our  liunting  grounds,  like  de- 
vastating winds  or  rushing  waters,  lirothers,  our  Great 
Father  over  the  great  water  is  angry  with  the  white  people, 
our  enemies.  He  will  send  his  brave  warriors  against  them. 
He  will  send  us  ritles  and  whatever  else  we  want;  he  is 
our  friend,  and  we  are  his  ehildren.  Brothers,  wlio  are 
the  white  men,  that  we  should  i'ear  them?  They  ea-nnot 
tun  fast,  and  are  good  m.'irks  to  shoot  at;  they  are  only  men; 
our  fathers  liave  killed  many  of  them;  we  are  not  squaws, 
and  we  will  stain  the  earth  redw^itli  their  blood.  Brothers, 
tlie  Great  Spirit  is  angry  with  our  enemies;  He  speaks  in 
thunder,  and  the  earth  swallows  up  villages  and  drinks  up 
the  Mississippi.  The  groat  waters  will  cover  their  low  lands ; 
their  corn  cannot  grow ;  and  the  Great  Spirit  will  sweep  those 
who  escape  to  the  hills  from  the  earth  with  his  terrible 
breath.  Brothers,  we  must  be  united;  we  must  smoke  the 
same  pipe;  we  must  fight  each  others  battles;  and  more 
than  all.  we  must  love  the  Great  Spirit.  He  is  for  us.  He 
will  destroy  our  enemies,  and  make  all  his  red  children 
happy." 

Teeumseh  and  his  brother,  by  their  eloquence,  industry, 
and  energy,  had  united  into  a  confederacy,  the  Creeks, 
Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and  Choctaws,  of  the  south,  the 
Souix,  from  the  extreme  north,  the  Menominees  andChip- 
pewas,  from  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  the  Senecas,  of 
north  Ohio,  the  Miamies,  (consisting  of  the  Weas,  Pian- 
keshaws,  Eelrivers,  Mississinoways,  Maumees),  Kickapoos, 
Wyandots,  Shawnees,  and  Delawares,  of  Indiana  and  east- 
ern Illinois,  the  Kaskaskias,  of  southwestern  Illinois, 
the  Ottowas,  of  Illinois  river,  the  Pottawattamies,  who 
lived  around  Lake  Michigan,  the  Winnebagoes,  of  north- 
ern Illinois  and  southern  Wisconsin,  the  Mahas,  Osages, 
Kansas,  and  Ottoes,  of  the  Missouri  valley,  and  most  of  the 
lowas.  Sacs,  and  Foxes.  All  these  tribes  embraced  the 
British  cause,  and  fought  against  the  Americans.  The  Brit- 
ish army,  at  the  commencement  of  the  w^ar,  met  with  sue- 
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0C9B,  and  tliis  liad  a  t<^iu]ency  to  on(;oura;^^o  tlio  Ir)(li;i.ii-  in 
their  etlbrts  to  establisli  a  cont'ederacy,  and  l>rouL»*lit  many 
into  tlie  battle  field.  But  in  1813  the  British  met  witli  re- 
verses, and  Gen.  Proctor  with  his  forces  retreated  into  Can- 
ada. This  did  not  ])]easc,  and  was  disheartnino;  to,  the  In- 
dians. And  throng'h  the  influence  of 'i'ecurnseh  and  his  lol- 
lowers,  on  the  5th  of  October,  tlie  British  made  a  halt  at  the 
river  Thames,  and  prepared  for  l)attle.  The  forces  o'n  both 
sides  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  defiant  of  each  other, 
and  threateninui;  grim  death.  The  deadly  strife  was  about  to 
commence.  Just  at  this  critical  moment  Gen.  Harrison  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  "that  the  British  lines,  instead  of  the 
usual  close  order,  were  drawn  up  in  open  order.''  (Drake's 
Life  of  Tecumseh,  1125).  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence, 
at  a  thought,  Harrison  determined  to  change  the  whole  or- 
der of  attack.  And  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  conduct- 
ing a  battle,  a  battalion  of  mounted  men,  under  command 
of  Col.  James  Johnson,  were  ordered  to  charge  the  British 
line  of  regulars,  and  instantly  the  battalion  in  close  column, 
was  hurled  upon  the  British  lines.  At  first  '^on  receiving 
the  fire  of  the  BritisV ,  the  horses  in  the  front  colunm  re- 
coiled, but  again  getting  in  motion,  they  broke  through  the 
enemy  with  irresistible  force.  This  achieved,  and  with  the 
British  m  one  minute  the  contest  was  over."  And  "the 
British  ofiicers,  seeing  no  prospects  of  reducing  their  disor- 
dered ranks  to  order,  and  seeing  the  advance  of  the  infan- 
try, and  our  mounted  men  wheeling  upon  them  and  pour- 
ing in  a  destructive  fire,  immediately  surrendered."  Col. 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  with  the  balance  of  the  regiment  of 
mounted  men,  dismounted,  gallantly  charged  upon  the  In- 
dians, but  he  met  a  resolute  force,  who  hotly  contested  the 
field,  and  for  about  thirty  minutes  a  fierce  fight  ensued. 
Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson  received  a  severe  wound,  which 
caused  him  to  be  taken  oft"  of  the  field,  "not,  however,  till 
lie  had  dispatched  an  Indian  by  a  pistol  shot,"  and  "tlie 
great  leader  of  the  Indians,  Tecumseh,  was  no  more.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  on  the  Indian  lines,  "his 


254 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[OCTOHKIl, 


voice  was  (listiiiclly  lieard  by  his  follower.-,  aiiiiDJitiriL';  tli(;iM 
to  deeds  worthy  of  the  race  to  wliich  they  l^elon^fcd." 
When  tliat  well  known  voi(;e  was  heard  no  longer  ahov(;  the 
din  of  arms,  tlie  battle  ceased.  Thus  fell  Tecuinseli,  a  man 
of  the  wilderness,  who  at  this  time  had  not  his  equal  in  sway- 
ing and  controling  the  Indian  tribes. 


IKOIDENTS  RELATHTG  TO  THE  E  .ELY  SETILEMEM 
OF  MARIOIJ  COUNTY. 


BY  WILLIAM  M.  DON  NELL. 


NEXT  to  Knoxville,  the  county  seat,  Red  Rock  is  the 
oldest  village  in  Marion  county,  having  been  laid 
out  in  August,  1845,  by  John  D.  Bedell,  who  is  still  a  resi- 
dent of  the  place.  Mr.  B.  was  formerly  a  citizen  of  Miss- 
ouri, from  which  state  he  emigrated  to  near  Farmington, 
Van  Buren  county,  in  tlie  autumn  of  1842.  Early  in  the 
spring  following,  having  associated  with  him  a  Frenchman 
named  Louis  Leplant,  who  Avas  conversant  with  tlie  Indian 
language,  he  applied  to  Capt.  Allen,  the  cojnmandant  of 
the  military  post  of  lowaville,  for  permission  to  cross  the 
line  and  make  a  tour  in  the  "ISTew  Purchase,"  as  it  was 
then  called.  The  Captain  refused  to  grant  permission  offi- 
cially; he  told  the  applicants,  however,  that  he  should  not 
prevent  them  from  going,  hut  would  not  be  responsible  for 
what  might  befall  them,  should  they  chance  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  or  dragoons,  and  ad^^sed  them  to  be 
on  their  guard. 

Being  willing  to  take  the  risk,  the  two  adventurers  set 
out  on  foot,  equipped  with  guns,  ammunition,  a  couple  of 
blankets,  and  what  cold  victuals  they  could  carry,  taking 
the  Indian  trail  up  the  north  side  of  the  Des  Moines  river. 
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This  was  in  Marcli,  and  Kliorliy  iil'ter  they  coinincnccd  their 
journey  a  heavy  rtiiow-sturrn  came  on,  and  continued  until 
the  trail  was  not  only  covered,  but  their  progress  was  bo 
mucli  obstructed  by  the  depth  of  the  snow  as  to  make  it 
exceedingly  slow  and  toilsome.  Besides,  their  way  was 
through  a  dense  forest,  uninhal)ited,  and  where,  so  far  as 
they  knew,  no  wliile  man  had  ever  before  traveled,  lonely, 
and  beset  by  dangers  unkno^vn  to  them,  —  altogetlier  mak- 
ing the  adventure  one  that  required  resolution  to  prose- 
cute. Mr.  B.  was  then  young,  hardy,  and  brave,  and  liis 
companion  had  been  accustomed  to  frontier  life,,  and  both 
had  an  object  in  view  that  promised  an  ample  reward  for 
the  undertaking:  so  they  plodded  slowly  onward,  now  and 
then  relieving  each  other  in  the  lead  in  their  single-file 
march  through  snow  that  reached  above  their  knees,  and 
slept  in  their  blankets  at  night,  under  the  shelter  of  some 
clitf  or  thicket  that  chanced  to  be  convenient  at  the  close 
of  day. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  day  they  came  to  a  creek,  whose  ■ 
abrupt  bank  seemed  something  of  an  obstacle  for  a  really 
tired  traveler,  and  they  decided  to  clear  away  the  snow  for 
a  camping  place,  make  a  fire,  and  tarry  there  till  morning. 
The  place  was  not  well  sheltered,  but  as  it  was  even  then 
getting  dark,  and  they  were  much  exhausted,'and  sulierir.g 
with  the  cold,  they  thought  it  advisabl^^  to  make  the  best  of 
the  situation.  But  ere  they  had  made  the  neeessary  prepa- 
rations for  the  bivouac,  Leplant  discovered  the  glimmer 
of  a  light  that  appeared  to  be  no  great  distance  west  from 
them.  Sttch  a  discovery,  at  stich  a  time,  was  hailed  with 
as  much  joy  by  these  sufiering  adventurers  as  could  a  bea- 
con light  be  by  a  bew^ildered  and  storm-tossed  mariner. 
They  soon  found  themselves  sufiiciently  refreshed  by  the 
discovery  to  renew  their  journey  that  mucirfarther,  not  for 
a  moment  doubting  but  that  they  should  be  welcomed  to 
shelter  and  food  by  either  civilized  men  or  savages. 

On  reaching  the  place  they  found  it  to  be  an  encamp- 
ment (^f  Indians,  on  their  w^ay  to  a  tow^n  called  Ilardfish, 
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located  where  Eddyvillc  now  is.  Tliey  were  goin;;  on  a 
tradin^!;  expedition,  and  the  deep  snow  had  coinp(dled  them 
to  stoj)  Cor  a  lew  days.  Mr.  J^edell,  through  liis  int^-rpretor, 
asked  ibr  lodging  with  them,  and  hi.s  request  was  readily 
granted.  Next  morning  the  travelers  were  led  to  the  river 
by  the  chief,  and  i'roni  thence  tliey  made  a  tour  around  the 
neighborliood  of  the  eanip.  Tliey  found  it  to  Ik*  a  beauti- 
ful piece  of  bottom  land,  half  surrounded  by  bluffs  and 
well  timbered  hills  on  the  north  and  west.  It  was  also  on 
tlie  main  trail  between  the  fort  and  the  lower  trading  posts, 
and  Mr.  Bedell  therefore  thought  it  would  make  a  good  lo- 
cation for  another  trading  post,  and,  eventually,  for  a  town. 
With  the  view  of  becoming  proprietor  of  the  place,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  prior  elaim  thereto,  he 
"blazed"  a  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  then  enclosed 
two  or  three  square  miles  of  country  around  the  contem- 
plated town,  within  an  irregular  line  of  "blazes." 

But  as  he  could  not  yet  establish  raiy  legal  title  to  the 
property,  he  and  Leplant  went  to  Missouri,  where  they 
packed  a  couple  of  horses  with  provisions  destined  for  their 
new  home.  With  these  they  reached  there  about  tlje  first 
of  May.  Soon  after  their  arrival  they  were  joined  by  John 
Jordon,  with  whose  assistance  they  erected  a  cabin  about 
fourteen  feet  square,  completing  the  job  in  less  than  a  day. 
This  was  the  tirst  house  built  in  what  was  afterwards  the 
town  of  Red  liock.  It  derived  this  name  from  the  lofty 
cliffs  of  bright  red  sandstone*  about  a  half  mile  above  town. 
The  Indian  name  for  it  \vas  Sic-dah-musk-a-chees  (redstone), 
but  as  the  word  stone  was  not  a  fashionable  one  with  most 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  the  name  was  changed  to 
rock. 

About  two  weeks  after  having  established  his  claim,  by 
the  erection  of  a  house,  Messrs,  Bedell,  Jordon,  and  Le- 


*  *This  stone,  when  first  taken  out  of  the  quarry,  is  so  sort  that  it  may  be  easily  dressed 
into  any  shape ;  after  which  it  hardens  suiiicieiitly  to  make  it  quite  suitable  for  build- 
ing purposes. 
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plant  went  to  Kookuk  for  a  stock  of  goods,  lloro  tli(;y 
Bucceeded  in  purclianing  a  ilatboat,  and  at  Alexander  they 
loaded  it  with  about  ten  tons  of  such  provisions  as  were 
suitable  for  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  hired  it  pushed  to 
its  destination.  This  was  the  first  mercantile  house  in  t})e 
countr}^  and  for  some  time  it  did.  a  lively  and  jjrolitaljle 
business. 

Soon  after  the  country  was  open  for  settlement  Red  Rock 
and  its  neighborhood  became  the  location  of  other  traders, 
and  the  town  was  the  resort  of  Indians,  and  all  white  men 
of  leisure  and  convivial  habits.  We  here  introduce  a  few 
anecdotes,  illustrative  of  the  state  of  society  in  and  about 
Red  Rock  at  that  time. 

During  the  winter  of  1845-46  Daniel  Hiskey,  who  is  now 
a  resident  of  Monroe,  Jasper  county,  taught  the  first  school 
in  Red  Rock  village,  in  a  small  cabin  near  the  river  bank. 
He  was  the  only  teetotal  temperance  man  in  the  communi- 
ty, and,  as  such,  was  the  subject  of  ridicule  by  many  of  the 
old  soakers.  But  as  neither  ridicule  nor  argument  could 
induce  him  to  make  a  practical  breach  in  his  peculiar  prin- 
ciples, it  was  decided  by  some  of  them  to  force  him  to  do 
it.  It  was  Kew  Year's  day,  and  this  was  a  time  wdien  treats 
were  particularly  fashionable;  yet  Mr.  Hiskey  had  no  inti- 
mation that  any  body  intended  to  ask  him  to  treat  on  that 
occasion,  till  on  the  morning  of  the  day  in  question.  On 
opening  school  that  morning,  he  found  several  young  men 
in  attendance,  apparently  as  scholars,  who  had  not  been 
there  before.  This  was  a  sign  that  some  trick  was  intend- 
ed ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  intimated  till  noon,  w4ien 
the  big  boys  respectfully  invited  the  master  to  supply  them 
with  a  gallon  of  whisky,  and  sugar  to  sweeten  it.  His  re- 
ply was,  "ISTot  a  drop!"  They  then  told  him  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  "  duck  him  if  he  persisted  in  refusing.-' 
This  threat,  instead  of  having  tlie  efiect  intended  by  the 
boys,  roused  his  ire  a  little,  and  made  him  the  more  reso- 
lute. He  saw  plainly  tliat  they  intended  to  lay  hands  upon 
him,  and  he  thought  it  advisable  to  escape  if  he  could.  So 
33 
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thiiikinpj,  he  iiiade  a  sudden  dtwli  hy  tln^iij,  and  made  all 
8j)eed  for  the  river,  cloH(dy  I'oUowed  by  the  boys  and  olbers, 
old  and  young,  who  understood  the  game,  all  joining  in  tlie 
pursuit  with  a  jargon  of  yells  that  made  the  seene  quite  an 
exeiting  one. 

The  river  was  spanned  hy  a  strong  bridge  of  ice,  and  to 
tliis  Mr.  li.  made  his  way,  intending  to  lead  his  pursuers  a 
long  chase  up  the  stream  ;  hut  in  this  lie  was  foiled,  for 
some  who  had  got  the  start  of  him  wlien  tlie  race  began 
succeeded  in  heading  him  olf,  and  finally  captured  him, 
short  of  a  half  mile  from  the  starting  place.  They  then 
renewed  their  demands  for  tlie  gallon  of  whisky  and  the 
sugar,  and  he  most  pointedly  refused  to  comjdy;  where- 
upon they  led  him  to  a  hole  that  had  been  cut  in  the  ice, 
and  there  again  renewed  the  demand,  threatening  with  all 
apparent  sincerity,  to  put  him  under  if  he  did  not  promise. 
The  cold,  dark  current,  passing  swiftly  under  the  thick  ice, 
offered  a  chilling  prospect,  indeed,  to  the  helpless  captive 
in  the  hands  of  what  appeared  to  be  an  excited  mob,  who 
might  possibly  carry  their  threat  into  execution.  But,  true 
as  a  martyr  to  principle,  he  told  them  he  would  die  first. 
.Not  willing  thus  to  be  conquered  by  so  strong  a  champion 
of  total  abstinence,  to  conquer  whom  would  be  a  victory, 
indeed,  they  now  sought  to  win  by  compromise,  offering  to 
let  him  off  with  half  a  gallon  and  the  requisite  amount  of 
sugar,  telling  him  that  it  was  his  last  chance,  and  that  he 
must  go  under  if  he  refuse.  He  stoutly  replied,  "  Xot  a 
drop !  "  A  leading  citizen  then  interfered,  and  told  the 
boys  that  it  was  utterly  useless  to  labor  with  such  a  fellow 
any  longer,  and  advised  them  to  let  him  go  at  once.  So 
they  did,  convinced  that  such  integrity  to  principle,  how- 
ever erroneous,  was  worthy  of  respect,  for  Mr.  Hiskey  was 
permitted  to  go  on  with  his  school,  unmolested,  and  was 
never  after  liooted  at  for  his  opinions  on  temperance. 

At  an  early  date  in  the  history  of  Red  Rock,  an  itinerant 
minister  of  the  gospel,  named  Pardo,  or  Purdo,  made  his 
appearance  there,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  employed  by 
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the  government  to  preacli  to  tlie  Indians.  lic\u<r  Roniowliat 
at  k'isnre  in  liis  vocation  just  llicn,  lie  asked  some  of  tlie 
people  of  Red  itock  if  they  would  not  likcj  to  }iav<i  tluj  l^os- 
pel  preaehed  to  them.  They  replied  that  lluy  would  he 
very  glad  of  it.  An  appointment  was  thereupon  made, 
seats  laid,  and  a  dry  goods  hox  set  up  for  a  stand.  A  good- 
ly number  responded  to  the  announcement,  and  the  Eev. 
Pardo,  instead  of  occupying  a  position  at  the  side  of  tlie 
box,  surprised  his  auditors  by  getting  upon  it.  After  the 
usual  preliminaries  had  been  gone  through  with,  he  began 
to  preach,  and  waxed  w^arra  and  warmer,  as  he  proceeded, 
until,  in  the  midst  of  one  of  his  most  eloquent  flights,  the 
box  tipped  from  under  his  feet,  and  his  Eeverence  came 
down  in  a  most  ludicrous  manner.  Thinking  it  only  an  ac- 
cident, he  remounted  the  box  and  went  on  with  his  dis- 
course. But  again,  as  he  reached  his  wonted  degree  of  fer- 
vor, the  treacherous  box  tipped,  and  down  came  the  preach- 
er !  This  was  too  much  for  poor  Pardo.  Common  sense 
convinced  him  that  two  such  accidents  could  not  have  oc- 
curred unaided,  and  he  thereupon  abandoned  the  go.^pel- 
hungry  lied  Rockers  to  their  own  destruction,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  among  the  In- 
dians. 

.  In  this,  however,  we  are  informed  he  met  with  but  lim- 
ited success  ;  for  one  day  as  he  was  holding  forth  to  a  squad 
of  them,  relating  the  story  of  the  cross,  and  exhorting  his 
hearers  to  repent,  one  of  them  interrupted  him  with  the 
query,  "Who  killed  the  Son  of  God,  —  white  man  or  In- 
dian?" "Wliite  man,"  the  preacher  was  compelled  to  re- 
ply. "Then,"  said  the  brave,  "let  white  man  repent.  If 
God  had  sent  His  Son  to  Indian  Indian  no  kiU  him."  On 
another  occasion  he  was  preaching  to  Keokuk's  band,  tell- 
ing them  that  if  they  would  re]~)ent  and  believe  in  Christ 
they  should  go  to  a  land  flowing  w^th  milk  and  honey, 
when  the  renowned  chief  rejoined,  "I  no  like  much  milk 
and  honey, — you  say,  corn  and  whisky,  plenty,  I  go." 
Alas!  poor  Pardo!    This  was  w^orse  than  the  dry  goods 
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box  oatastroplie.  What  field  of  Isibor  Ik;  next  lurncd  liin 
attention  to  we  are  not  informed. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  lirat  sermon  preached  tliere  hy  a 
Methodist  minister,  whose  name  is  not  remembered,  it  was 
a  subject  of  some  anxiety  among  tlie  few  bretlircji  as  to 
whom  lie  would  call  upon  to  close  the  services  with  })rayer, 
as  the  custom  is  with  this  order.  It  appears  that  ])raying 
had  been  so  little  their  liabit,  that  a  public  ])erforman(;e  of 
the  duty  was  an  undesirable  task.  So,  previous  to  the  hour 
for  services,  several  of  them  met  and  discussed  the  matter. 
It  was  a  point  that  might  be  used  to  advantage,  —  one  that 
something  might  be  won  upon,  —  and  the  sanctity  of  the 
occasion  should  not  stand  in  the  way.  So  they  agreed  that 
if  the  preacher  called  upon  any  brother  to  pray,  and  said 
brother  failed  to  perform,  he,  said  brother,  should  be  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  one  gallon  of  whisky,  to  treat  the  crowd 
with.  It  may  be  supposed  that  the  close  of  the  services 
was  felt  as  something  of  a  crisis  in  their  religious  experience 
by  some  of  the  members;  but,  fortunately,  the  preacher, 
being  quite  a  stranger  among  them,  relieved  them  of  their 
oppressive  apprehensions  by  doing  the  praying  himself. 

Among  the  numerous  loungers  about  Red  Rock  was  a  man 
named  Charley  Hamlin.  Charley  had  been  a  somewhat 
distinguished  personage,  and  had  once  been  a  candidate  for 
the  state  legislature,  to  which  position  he  had  narrowly 
failed  being  elected.  This  to  him  was  a  source  of  as  much 
pride  as  though  he  had  been,  and  when  in  liquor  he  made 
it  the  subject  of  much  boasting.  One  day,  being  at  Rod 
Rock  on  a  "big  drunk,"  he  glorified  himself  hugely  to  a 
crowd  of  fellow-loafers,  by  the  oft-repeated  story  of  coming 
within  two  votes  of  going  to  the  legislature.  Of  course  the 
crowd  enjoyed  his  garrulous  nonsense,  and  so  did  he,  and 
he  was  happy.  At  length,  however,  his  voice  failed,  his 
eye-sight  became  dim,  his  ideas  mixed  and  tlitting,  and,  at 
length,  he  sank  down  upon  the  bench  in  a  sound,  drunken 
shimber.  The  idea  of  playing  the  lion.  Charley  Hamlin  a 
good  joke  now  suggested  itself  to  some  of  the  attendants. 
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So  tliey  smeared  the  yiiiliiin  of  his  linnds  with  lilackiuL':,  and. 
then  proceeded  to  ticklo  his  face  witli  :i  stniw ;  this  was 
Bare  to  hrhig  one  or  botli  of  his  hnnds  in  eontuet  with  Ins 
face,  with  a  wipe  intcnchjd  to  ex})el  tlie  ilies.  And  tliis  pro- 
cess was  continued  until  tlio  ruddy  face  of  the  sleeper  Ijad 
assumed  a  complexion  equal,  in  glossy  ])hickness,  to  that  of 
any  African. 

At  last  Charlie  awoke,  and  was  greeted  by  niaily  sup- 
pressed remarks  about  his  appearance.  Unconscious  and 
incredulous  of  anything  wrong,  he  was  told  to  look  in  the 
glass  and  see  for  himself.  This  he  di'd ;  yet  scarcely  awake, 
and  bewildered  by  the  appalling  reiiection,  he  hardly  knew 
whether  he  was  himself  or  somebody  else,  and  gave  ex- 
pression to  his  bewilderment  thus  :  "Ah,  Charley  Tlamlin, 
you  came  ^^'ithin  two  votes  of  going  to  the  legislature  — 
now  here  you  are,  in  Red  Kock,  a  nigger! " 


EEOOLLEOTIONS  OF  THE  EAELY  SETTLEMENT  OF 
NOETEWESTEEN  IOWA. 


BY  X.  LEVERING,  GREENWOOD,  MO. 


{Continued  from  page  122.) 

IN  the  spring  of  1863,  tlie  Sixth  Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry, 
commanded  by  Col.  D.  M.  Wilson,  of  Dubuque,  was  or- 
dered by  Gen.  Pope  (who  bad  command  of  the  northwestern 
military  department)  to  Sioux  City,  preparatory  for  a  vigor- 
ous campaign  against  the  Indians,  during  the  summer. 
They  were  quartered  at  what  was  called  Camp  Cook,  near  the 
mouth  of  Big  Sioux  river,  on  the  Dakota  side.  The  camp 
was  named  Cook,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Cook,  of  Springfield,  Ill- 
inois, who  was  placed  in  command  of  the  expedition.  The 
General  and  staff  arrived  some  weeks  previous  to  the  troops. 
On  the  evening  of  his  arrival,  he  took  rooms  at  the  Waren- 
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giiii  Jloiise,  and  soon  ailvr  :i  hirL''e  nunibcr  of  llio  cnti/ciiH  of 
tlic  town  assenil)Ie(l  in  i'ronl  ol"  llic  liotcl  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  tlie  General,  who  was,  immediately  on  hi.s  arrival, 
buttonholed  by  some  fa.vor-set^kers  who  froze  to  liim  so  firmly 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  respond  to  the  many  loud  and 
lusty  calls  made  for  him  by  the  populace  in  the  street. 
Jimmie  Dormidy,  a  son  of  Erin  (before  spoken  of),  when  he 
found  the  General  would  not  put  in  an  appearance,- raised 
the  floodgates  of  passion,  and  let  his  indignation  flow  copi- 
ously. Said  he,  '*Kow^  gentlemen,  if  Gen.  Koo k  wiW  not 
spake,  I  will.  We  have  assendded  here  to  welcome  Gen. 
Kook  to  our  town,  and  he  tratcs  us  wid  contempt;  by  George 
he  is  no  gintkman,  so  he  isn't;  I  love  you  every  one  of 
you,  and  Avould  cut  myself  up  into  mince  mate  for  ye,  so  I 
would,  if  it  was  necessary  to  save  year  lives,  but  Gen.  Kook 
is  no  gintleman."  After  Jimmie  had  made  some  grand  flour- 
ishes of  oratory,  he  gently  collapsed  into  a  more  calm  and 
mild  tone,  and  said,  ^'No  bai/s,  let  us  all  go  home  and  let 
not  a  mother's  son  of  ye  salute  or  spake  to  him  when  ye 
mate  him  on  the  strate." 

Not  long  after  the  General's  arrival,  he  visited  Fort  Ran- 
dal and  other  points  of  the  river,  paying  a  visit  to  tlie  Yank- 
town  Sioux  agency.  While  there  his  conduct  was  reported 
as  not  being  very  commendable,  and  was  severely,  criticised 
by  John  Currier,  editor  of  the  Sioux  City  Register.  This  so 
incensed  the  General,  that  he  determined  to  vindicate  his 
honor  in  a  soldier-like  manner.  Meeting  Mr.  C.  soon  after 
at  his  boarding  house,  the  G  eneral,  without  much  ceremony, 
proceeded  to  give  him  a  severe  pummeling.  The  General 
was  declared  the  victor,  but  was  badly  demoralized;  in  the 
engagement  he  broke  one  or  more  of  his  Angers.  This 
kind  of  fighting,  as  well  as  inefficiency  to  command  the  ex- 
pedition, was  not  what  Maj.  Gen.  Pope  had  contracted  for, 
and  the  result  was.  Gen.  Cook  was  soon  after  superceded 
by  Brig.  Gen.  Sully,  who  was  eminently  fitted  to  command 
the  expedition,  having  been  on  the  war  path  several  years 
under  Harney,  he  was  familiar  with  Indian  w^arfare,  and  the 
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country  in  which  he  had  to  fii^ht  them  On  h\H  arrival,  lie 
at  once  set  about  arran^L^ing  business  fV)r  an  active  cam- 
paign, and  Wc'is  greatly  iissisted  by  his  RtatF,  wlio  were  very 
eflicieiit  otHcers,  rendered  so  from  their  long  service  in  the 
army  of  tlic  Potomac.  They  were  Cajit.  Pel,  Ca[»t.  King, 
and  Lieut.  Levering.  Tlie  Second  Kegiment  Xel)rasha  C'av- 
ahy,  under  connnand  of  CoL  Furna(;e,  was  added  to  Sully's 
command.  All  things  being  ready,  the  expedition  left 
Camp  Cook  about  the  1st  of  June,  for  the  country  of  the 
hostile  Indians,  on  the  upper  Missouri  river,  in  Dakota  ter- 
ritory. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  a  captain  in  the  regular  army, 
and  a  topographical  engineer  (whose  name  I  now  have  for- 
gotten), and  who  was  accompanying  tlie  expedition  for  sci- 
entific purposes,  while  in  advance  of  the  army  a  half  mile  or 
more,  searching  for  natural  curiosities  with  which  the  coun- 
try abounded,  was  attacked  by  two  Indians  who  crept  upon 
and  shot  him,  killing  him  almost  instantly.  He  had  often 
been  cautioned  by  Gen.  Sully  not  to  get  too  far  out  from 
the  army,  as  there  were  Indians  following  up  the  expedition 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  off  straggling  soldiers ;  the  Captain 
replied  that  he  had  gone  through  too  many  tight  places  to 
be  killed  now  by  an  Indian's  bullet.  On  hearing  the  firing, 
a  squad  of  men  were  at  once  dispatched  to  the  place  where 
they  found  the  Captain  dead.  The  Indians  having  fled  chase 
was  immediately  given,  and  the  murderers  soon  overhauled 
and  sent  to  their  new  hunting  grounds ;  their  bleeding  scalps 
were  soon  lying  at  the  feet  of  Gen.  Sully,  who  said  he  wag 
not  yet  satisfied,  he  must  have  their  heads.  The  soldiers 
returned  with  an  ambulance  to  where  the  lifeless  bodies  of 
the  enemies  lay,  and  with  their  swords  soon  performed  the 
work  of  decapitation.  Their  bleeding  and  gastly  heads  were 
soon  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  General,  who  ordered  them 
placed  on  poles  and  stuck  up  in  the  trail  where  the  Indians 
traveled,  that  others  might  look  upon  them  and  expect  a 
similar  fiite.  The  loss  of  the  Captain  was  much  regretted 
by  all  of  his  brother  ofiicers  and  soldiers;  he  was,  if  I  am 
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correct,  a  native  of  Gcnriany;  he  was  an  acconiplisljcd  gen- 
tlenuin  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  a  polished  scliohir  and 
a  brave  man.  He  liad  seen  irnich  bard  service  on  the  bloody 
Potomac,  but  was  destined  to  bow  to  the  bullet  of  the  mer- 
ciless savage.  Ilis  body  was  laid  away  in  its  final  resting 
place,  in  as  comfortable  a  condition  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  in  a  dreary  and  desolate  waste,  far  from  loving  bearts 
that  cruel  distance  forbade  the  cherished  privilege  of,  drop- 
ing  a  tear  on  his  lonely  grave.  There  let  him  rest,  while  his 
many  virtues  and  his  heroic  conduct  will  long  live  in  the 
liearts  of  his  admiring  fellow  soldiers,  wdio  will  recount 
with  pride  his  devotion  to  bis  adopted  country. 

"He  has  fought  his  last  fijjjht, 
He  sleeps  his  last  sleep." 

Gen.  Sully  kept  up  a  continuous  and  incessant  search  for 
the  hostile  bands.  After  many  hard  and  dreary  days  march 
over  burning  sands  and  beneath  a  scorching  sun,  without 
much  hope  of  encountering  the  lurking  foe,  when  about  the 
1st  of  September,  wdiile  on  a  march,  they  discerned  an  ob- 
ject on  the  side  of  a  bluff  some  considerable  distance  olF, 
which,  on  bringing  a  glass  to  bear  on  it,  was  discovered  to 
be  a  human  being.  xV  squad  of  men  were  at  once  sent  out 
to  bring  him  in.  On  arriving  there  it  was  found  to  be  a  de- 
crepid  old  Indian,  by  the  name  of  Kegg,  w^ho  was  w^ell  known 
to  all  the  early  settlers  of  Sioux  City.  The  old  man  had 
been  deserted  by  Little  (.row's  hostile  band,  with  whom  he 
had  been  traveling,  on  account  of  his-  inability  to  keep  up 
with  them.  The  old  man  was  in  a  starving  condition,  hav- 
ing been  left  without  food,  or  the  means  of  obtaining  it, 
save  a  butcher  knife,  with  which  he  had  made  a  small  exca- 
vation in  the  side  of  a  bluff,  where  he  slept  at  night.  The 
only  article  of  food  he  possessed  was  a  portion  of  a  snake 
wdiich  he  liad  been  subsisting  upon.  One  of  the  soldiers 
took  from  his  haversack  some  hard-tack,  and  gave  it  to  the 
old  man,  who  devoured  it  ravenously,  exclaiming,  "wash- 
ta-do"  —  very  good.  After  the  gnawing  pangs  of  hunger 
had  been  satislied,  he  became  very  communicative,  and 
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oHered  his  services  to  *'bi^  chief"  —  Gen.  Sully,  —  to  pilot 
him  to  Little  Crow's  band,  which  he  said  numbered  about 
1,500  lodges.  He  was  carried  to  Gen.  Sully,  whom  he  knew, 
and  informed  tlie  General,  throuij^h  an  interperter,  whifli  di- 
rection the  Indians  had  taken,  and  that  lie  would  find  tliem 
at  one  of  two  places.  Taking  their  trail,  he  piloted  them 
to  the  iirst  place,  but  without  finding  them.  The  old  In- 
dian then  said  they  would  be  found  at  White  Stone  Hill. 
Gen.  Sully  now  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in 
order  to  overtake  them  before  they  should  leave  there.  On 
the  morning  of  Septeml)er  3rd,  when  nearing  the  place,  the 
scouts  returned  and  reported  the  enemy  tliere,  camped  in 
a  ravine,  and  not  suspecting  any  danger,  and  that  they  were 
about  1,500  lodges  strong.  The  General  was  some  distance 
in  the  rear.  Col.  AV^ilson,  being  the  senior  otiicer,  assumed 
command,  and  ordered  Col.  Furnace  to  bring  up  the  iSTe- 
braska  Second  on  one  side  of  the  ravine  in  which  the  enemy 
were  camped,  the  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  ravine,  while 
he  brought  up  the  Iowa  Sixth  on  the  opposite  side,  form- 
ing a  triangle,  and  completely  surrounding  the  enemy,  who 
were  much  surprised  on  finding  themselves  thus  encircled 
and  cut  off.  Seeing  no  hope  for  escape,  Little  Crow  resor- 
ted to  a  strategic  movement  that  would  have  done  credit  to  a 
yankee.  He  requested  a  big  talk  with  the  big  chief,  which 
Col.  Wilson  granted.  The  Indian  chiefs  assembled  and 
proposed  a  treaty.  It  was  now  about  three  oclock  p.  m. 
Gen.  Sully  had  not  yet  arrived.  The  treaty  parly  continued 
until  near  dark,  when  the  Nebraska  Second  became  impa- 
tient on  observing  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
assiduously  engaged  in  packing  their  ponies  and  Esquimaux 
dogs,  of  which  Ihey  had  a  large  supply.  This  labor  was 
performed  mostly  by  the  squaws,  while  the  warriors  kept  a 
vigilant  watch  of  every  movement  made  by  the  troops.  It 
was  now  evident  that  their  object  was  to  continue  their 
treaty  propositions  until  night,  when  they  hoped  to  make 
their  escape  under  the  cover  of  darkness.  This  being  ap- 
parent. Col.  Furnace  could  not  restrain  his  men,  who  made 
34 


266 


ANNALS  OK  IOWA. 


["OCTOHKK, 


a  precipitous  charge  upon  tlic  orioiay,  who  returned  1h<'  lire, 
and  broke  through  the  Hues  of  the  Iowa  Sixth,  but  not 
without  Boiue  k>rirf  in  killed  nnd  prisoners.  Tlie  smoke  fr(Ha 
tlie  firing,  added  to  the  eoniing  sluides  of  night,  soon  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  distinguisli  an  Indian  from  a  soldier. 
The  troops  (tamped  upon  the  field,  and  cared  for  the  dead 
and  wounded,  as  far  as  they  were  able  for  tiie  intense  dark- 
ness. When  morning  came,  our  loss  was  ascertained' to  be 
thirteen  killed,  and  about  twenty  wounded  (the  exact  num- 
ber not  now  remembered).  Among  the  killed  was  First 
Lieut.  Levett,  acting  Adjutant  Sergt.  James  Rogers,  and 
private  John  Kelsey,  Co.  E  (the  other  names  not  now  re- 
membered). After  our  troops  had  retired  for  the  niglit,  the 
Indians,  under  c^ver  of  the  extreme  darkness,  crept  ])ack 
upon  the  battle  field,  and  carried  off  their  dead  and  woun- 
ded as  many  as  they  were  able  to  find,  so  that  tlieir  losses 
could  not  be  deiinitely  ascertained.  In  their  search  for 
their  dead  and  wounded,  they  scalped  our  dead,  and  killed 
all  our  wounded  that  they  chanced  to  find.  Among  their 
victims  was  Lieut.  Levett,  who  was  severely  wounded  and 
unable  to  get  into  camp.  He  was  an  excellent  young  offi- 
cer, who  evinced  much  of  that  peculiar  tact  and  ability  that 
is  requisite  for  a  military  officer,  and  was  fast  rising  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  superior  officers.  By  the  bloody 
hands  of  a  merciless  and  savage  foe,  he  filled  a  soldier's 
grave  in  the  bloom  of  manhood,  and  in  the  hey-day  of  life^ 
loved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  next  morn- 
ing, September  I4tli,  the  enemy  presented  a  very  demoral- 
ized appearance.  The  country  for  some  distance  around, 
was  covered  with  poneys  and  dogs,  some  packed  and  others 
partially  so,  some  huge  dogs  were  running  to  and  fro  with 
pappooses  lashed  to  their  backs.  The  battle  ground  was 
literally  covered  with  blankets,  robes,  kettles,  and  Indian 
paraphernalia  of  every  description.  Among  the  many  things 
picked  up,  where  silver  spoons,  with  the  owner's  name  en- 
graved thereon,  together  with  many  other  household  goods 
which  they  had  robbed  settlers  of.    Gen.  Sully  now  ordered 
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all  the  tcpca  and  other  floods  b(;l()ii<^iri^  to  tlie  enerri}'  col- 
lected togetlier  in  one  pile  Jind  hurned.  The  vast  number 
of  ponies  were  divided  out  ainon^!;  the  soldiers.  The  In- 
dians were  now  completely  routed  and  scattered  in  every  di- 
rection. This  was  a  severe  blow  to  them,  so  completely 
crippling  them,  that  no  further  trouble  was  apprehended 
from  them  that  season. 

Gen.  Sully  returned  to  Sioux  City  with  his  forces,  where 
the  Iowa  Sixth  went  into  winter  quarters,  and  the  N^ebraska 
Second  Was  discharged  on  their  return  home.  A  portion  of 
the  Sixth  were  quartered  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  at  the  head  of 
•Douglass  street,  some  in  barracks,  which  were  erected  at  the 
mouth  of  Perry  Creek,  others  at  Cherokee,  Peterson,  and 
Spirit  Lake.  Cassaday's  Hall  was  occupied  as  a  liospital, 
and  an  unoccupied  dwelling  belonging  to  G.  II.  Sinister, 
on  Pearl  street,  for  headquarters.  The  warehouse  of  J.  E. 
Booge,  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Fourth  streets,  was  used 
as  a  government  store  house.  The  long  and  tedious  winter 
months  were  whiled  away  by  the  monotoni3us  roll  call  and 
drill.  Occasionally  some  of  the  boys  would  show  their 
weakness  for  the  fot  pigs,  turkeys,  chickens,  &c.,  in  the  town 
and  vicinity,  which  would  create  sometimes,  considerable 
excitement,  and  not  frequently  the  perpetrators  of  these  liog- 
ish  and  fowl  deeds,  would  be  sent  up  to  the  <3ounty  jail, 
which  they  denominated  as  the  "  Old  Blue  Bird,"  to  pay 
the  penalty  of  their  crimes.  Among  the  many  who  were 
sent  up  to  the  Old  Blue  Bird  were  some  men  of  no  ordinary 
ability,  and  rather  literary  turn  of  mind,  one  of  whom  occa- 
sionally attracted  attention  by  an  exliibition  of  his  genius  as 
an  impromptu  poet.  His  efforts  in  that  line  were  commend- 
able, and  showed  a  mind,  if  properly  cultivated,  with  appli- 
cation, which  would  give  him  a  respectable  position  as  one  of 
the  rhyming  race.  Below  I  subjoin  one  of  his  productions 
which  appeared  in  the  Sioiix  City  Bcglster,  soon  after  it  was 
penned. 
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By  a  Soldier. 


COME  all  you  gallant  soldiers 
And  u  Btory  I'll  relate, 
Concerning  of  a  spotted  hog 

And  his  untimely  fate; 
A  pretty  little  creature 

As  ever  you  did  see, 
Who  lost  his  life  by  keeping 
The  soldiers  company. 

Now,  to  begin  my  story, 

So  that  all  can  understand, 
We're  part  of  Gen.  Sully's  force. 

And  are  here  by  his  command. 
With  him  we  rode  Dakota  through  — 

Whole  pages  you  might  fill 
With  the  gallant  deeds  of  those  brave  boys 

Who  fought  at  White  Stone  Hill. 

The  Indians  were  discovered 

By  Sully  and  his  men, 
They  were  thrashed,  at  least  he  says  bo. 

Then  he  marched  us  back  again, 
And  took  us  to  Fort  Randall 

Where  he  told  us  to  remain 
Till  the  Indians  should  grow  saucy, 

Then  he'd  call  on  us  again. 

We  staid  three  weeks  at  Randall, 

And  then  were  sent  away, 
And  ordered  to  Sioux  City, 

And  here  we  are  to  stay 
Till  the  winter  months  are  over — 

Then  again  go  on  the  scout. 
And  scour  the  country  over 

Till  we  find  the  Indians  out. 

Well,  the  winter  is  not  ended, 

I  suppose  you  all  do  know, 
So  as  yet,  against  the  red  skins. 

We've  not  had  a  chance  to  go; 
When  we  do  —  if  we  should  find  them  — 

I  sincerely  hope  we  will 
Not  make  such  another  

As  We  made  at  Whit«  Stone  Hill. 
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But  I  wander  from  my  ntory, 

For  at  first  I  did  intend 
To'ltell  you  of  this  lively  pig 

And  liiH  untimely  end; 
How  John  Bull  did  pet  and  feed  him, 

His  confidenc'(^  to  win, 
Though  he  hud  the  water  ready 

For  to  scald  the  devil  in. 


Oh  sure  and  sudden  was  the  blow 

By  which  this  hog  did  die, 
For  tho'  close  to  where  they  murdered  him 

I  never  heard  him  cry. 
There  was  blood  upon  the  sidewalk, 

There  was  blood  upon  the- floor, 
And  poor  piggy's  headless  body 

Hung  beside  the  kitchen  door. 

Now  heaven  help  the  red  skins. 

Pity  for  their  case  I  feel, 
If  the  Iowa  Sixth  can  only  fight 

As  well  as  they  can  steal, 
If  in  slicing  Indian  top  knots 

They  display  one-half  the  skill 
With  which  they  clean  a  hen-roost 

Or  a  frisky  porker  kill. 

There's  a  moral  to  my  story 

Which  all  pigs  may  well  believe:^ 
Don't  associate  with  soldiers. 

For  they  flatter  to  deceive. 
Though  they  may  pet  and  feed  you, 

'Twill  not  save  your  precious  life, 
For  with  all  their  fond  caresses. 

You  are  destined  for  the  knife. 

!feut  my  story  now  is  ended  — 

Next  year  we  will  return, 
And  leave  the  pigs  and  chickens, 

Our  absence  for  to  mourn. 
And  should  we  meet  the  Indians, 

They'll  of  fighting  get  their  fill. 
For  we'll  carve  a  brighter  record 

Than  we  did  at  White  Stone  Hill. 


[to  be  continued.] 
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NOTES  ON  THE  HISTORY  OF  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


KOVE  townslii])  was  organized  Scptemljcr  25,  1858. 


V_jr  It  is  six  miles  square,  and  is  con  tained  in  government 
township  74  N.,  of  range  39  W.  A  number  of  fine  groves 
are  scattered  over  its  surface,  and  no  portion  of  our  county 
ofters  greater  inducements  to  settlers.  The  streams  are  nu- 
merous, and  the  soil  reasonably  fertile.  The  old  Mormon 
trail  across  the  county,  passed  through  the  northern  part  of 
the  township,  and  the  stages  took  this  route  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1858.  The  first  settlers  in  the  township  were 
James  S.  Watson,  A.  J.  Field,  Jacob  Anderson,  William 
Ellswick,  John  Smith,  James  Otto,  A.  F.  Wheeler,  and  S. 
M.  B.  AVlieeler.  The  two  latter  resided  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  township,  and  kept  the  old  stage  station  in  a 
grove  that  still  bears  their  name.  Thomas  Connor  and  John 
C.  Tr  aver,  settled  in  the  township  at  an  early  day.  The 
first  school  election  was  held  in  September,  1855,  and  in 
January,  1856,  the  first  school  was  opened  in  a  log  house, 
which  together  with  the  lot,  was  donated  to  the  district  by 
S.  M.  B.  Wheeler.  This  was  the  only  school  house  until 
1864,  when  a  new  frame  one  was  built  near  the  center  of  the 
township.  This  answered  the  purposes  of  the  people  until 
1868,  when  the  township  was  divided  into  three  sub-districts, 
and  in  1870,  into  four,  in  each  of  which  a  good  frame  school 
house  has  been  erected.  Wheeler's  Grove  post  ofiice  is  lo- 
cated near  the  center  of  the  township,  which  is  now  settling 
up  with  an  industrious  farming  population.  The  census  of 
1860  gave  the  number  of  persons  in  this  to'svnship  at  169, 
and  of  1870,  at  356. 
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James  township,  situated  near  tlic  center  of  tlie  county, 
was  organized  Se})tember  25th,  1858.    It  originally  com- 
prised tliree  government  townsliips.    Two  of  these  were 
skirted  on  the  east  by  the  jSTislnialjottana  river,  and  com- 
prised a  large  proportion  of  excellent  bottom  land.  Samuel 
Fleshor,  S.  A.  Slocum,  Belknap,  and  Anderson,  were  tlie 
first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  townslii}).    William  Lyman 
and  J.  L.  Fetter  settled  here  in  185G,  with  their  families,  and 
began  to  open  farms.    Silver  Creek  passes  across  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  township,  and  here  Pleasant  Taylor  was  the 
first  resident,  and  he  built  a  small  mill  on  his  farm  at  the 
point  where  the  road  crosses  the  creek,  in  township  75,  range 
41.    Jerome  and  Charles  Turner  entered  lands  and  com- 
menced farming  in  the  same  vicinity  in  1857,  also  Finley  A. 
Burke,  a  former  resident  of  Wheeling,  Virginia.    The  first 
school  was  taught  in  the  township  in  1857,  by  Williiim  Ly- 
man.   Stephen  James  was  an  early  settler,  and  his  brother, 
William  C.  James,  early  acquired  title  to  a  tract  of  fine  land 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  on  which  in  subsequent 
years,  he  has  opened  and  cultivated  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county.    J.  L.  Fetter  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace, 
.  and  William  L^aiian  was  the  first  township  clerk.  James 
township,  until  within  a  year  or  two,  settled  up  very  slowly. 
Its  population  in  1860  was  111,  and  in  1870,  had  increased 
only  to  309.    In  politics  the  township  had  been  very  equal- 
ly divided,  but  has  generally  given  a  small  democratic  ma- 
jority. 

York  township,  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, was  organized  on  the  14th  of  July,  1859.  Musqueto 
creek  skirts  the  township  on  the  west,  and  Keg  creek  runs 
through  the  whole  length  of  it,  twelve  miles,  from  north  to 
south.  On  both  of  these  creeks  are  several  small  groves  of 
timber,  but  the  township  is  principally  composed  of  hand- 
somely rolling  prairie.  Joseph  Holman,  Isaac  Atkins,  Elam 
Mechim,  and  Alexander  and  David  G.  Clough,  wx're  the 
first  settlers  in  the  township.  After  these,  came  Lewis 
Beard,  Charles  Allen,  L.  J.  Child,  Henry  Eishton,  Reuben 
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Thomas,  TIarvey  Dunn,  and  olliers.    The;  towrisliip  Hcttlcd 
up  vcj'y  slowly,  and  when  ()r^anized,  only  contaiiicd  four-  j 
teen  voterf^.     David  G.- Clouirji  wa.s  the  lirst  clerk  of  llio  j 
township,  L.  J.  Child  the  jirst  jii.stice,  and  Lewis  lieard  was  i 
was  one  of  the  first  trustees.    The  latter  settled  in  the  lar-  I 
gest  grove  in  the  townshi[)  in  1856,  and  liis  house  furnished 
for  a  nuniher  of  years,  a  convenient  stopping  place  for  trav- 
elers and  land  hunters  visiting  this  somewhat  seclu'ded  por- 
tion of  the  county.    It  was  situated  on  what  was  commonly 
known  as  the  "Ballard  road,"  which,  starting  from  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  extended  northeastw^ardly  through  Potta-\vattamie, 
Shelby,  and  Audubon  counties.    The  first  school  in  York 
township  was  opened  in  1857,  by  Miss  Ada  Clough.    The  j 
school  house  was  very  small.    The  floor  was  of  rough  boards, 
and  the  roof  was  covered  with  earth,  and  afforded  but  a  poor 
protection  from  the  rains.    The  other  early  teachers  who 
followed  her  were  Miss  Harriet  Thomas,  and  Miss  II.  Perry. 
In  1860,  the  old  log  school  house  w^as  torn  down  and  a  brick  j 
one  erected  in  its  place.    Log  school  houses,  however,  did  | 
not  entirely  go  out  of  fashion  in  this  township  for  several  j 
years,  but  it  is  now  supplied  with  several  good  school  build- 
-  ings.    The  population  of  York  township  was  97  in  1860, 
and  227  in  1870.    The  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  Pacific 
Kailroad  passes  through  its  northwestern  corner^ 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1859,  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs, 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  electors,  at  a  special  election  j 
held  for  that  purpose,  was  organized  into  an  independent  | 
school  district.    On  the  14th  of  March,  at  the  first  election  ! 
for  school  officers,  the  following  were  chosen :    President,  | 
D.  C.  Bloomer;  Vic^e  President,  L.  W.  Babbitt;  Secretary,  j 
H.  C.  IlTutt;  Treasurer,  Sanmel  Knepper;  Directors,  J.  B.  ; 
Stutsman,  Thomas  Officer,  Edward  McBride.    At  this  time  j 
the  city  contained  five  hundred  persons  of  legal  school  age,  j 
and  three  public  schools  were  taught  this  season  by  teachers  ! 
employed  by  the  school  board.    Xo  school  houses  had  been 
as  yet,  erected  w^ithin  the  city,  and  the  schools  were  kept  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  Hall  and  other  buildings  leased  for  the  pur- 
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pose.  Duriiii,^  tlie  previous  year  (1858),  a  traet  of  ground 
containing  iihout  six  acres  luid  been  }iurchas(ul  for  two  thous- 
and dollars  by  the  school  board,  with  a  view  of  erectin<i;  a 
school  house  thereon,  but  upwards  often  years  passed  av/ay, 
before  the  ])eo])l(»  were  jjrepared  for  this  undertaking^. 
Schools  had  been  established  in  the  town  at  an  early  day 
by  the  Mormons.  George  Green  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  first  teacher  who  had  charge  of  a  scliool  within  th^D  pres- 
ent limits  of  the  city.  He  had  previously  taught  a  school 
at  Council  Point,  which  was  probabW  the  iirst  in  the  coun- 
ty. He  came  to  Kanesville  and  oi)ened  a  school  in  1849. 
Other  teachers  who  followed  him  were  named  Clark,  Files, 
Goddard,  Peck,  and  Francis  A.  Brown.  The  latter  placed 
a  large  guilt  sign  over  the  door  of  his  school  room  in  the 
old  court  house  on  Madison  Street  containing  the  words 
"Mormon  Academy."  Among  the  other  early  teachers 
were  Peck,  Hutton,  Frank,  Axtel,  Kinsman,  Baker,  and 
Goodrich.  The  two  latter  were  in  charcre  of  the  schools  in 
1859.  Up  to  1854,  nearly  all  the  teachers  were  Mormons. 
This  year,  two  young  women,  Sarah  and  Lucy  Kockwell, 
both  former  residents  of  the  state  of  Maine,  were  induced 
through  the  exertions  of  Rev.  G .  G.  Rice,  to  open  a  school 
in  the  city.  They  proved  to  be  excellent  teachers,  and  their 
names  and  gentle  and  winning  manners,  are  kindly  remem- 
bered by  our  old  residents.  Mr.  Rice  and  wife  had  also  for 
brief  periods  taught  a  private  school,  and  Miss  Mary  Hatch, 
now  the  wnfe  of  S.  iST.  Porterfield,  came  here  in  1854,  and 
taught  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Peck,  in  the  old  Methodist 
church.  In  1856  Mr.  James  B.  Rue  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Wright 
each  established  private  schools  in  the  city.  The  latter  was 
soon  discontinued,  but  Mr.  Rue  continued  in  the  w^ork  for 
seven  or  eight  years.  He  was  an  excellent  teacher,  a  good 
scholar,  and  during  his  long  residence  in  the  city  has  proved 
himself  a  most  worthy  and  exemplary  citizen.  The  iirst 
school  commissioner,  so  far  as  I  can  lind,  was  Mr.  X.  T. 
Spoor.  The  next  was  Marshall  Turlev,  who  traveled  over 
the  county  delivering  lectures  on  education,  and  organizing 
35 
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school  (listriclH.  'J'lic  next  ^va.s  Mr.  8.  M.  Smith  wlio  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  in  the  s[)rin<^  of  1854.  Jlis  records  as 
a  scliool  olljcor  are  the  lirst  of  whieh  I  can  lind  any  trace. 
From  Lis  scliool  report  made  October,  1854,  there  appears  then 
to  have  been  six  school  districts  in  the  county,  nainel}':  Kane, 
containing  324  pui>ils;  Carterville,  85  pupils,;  Wieks  Mills, 
91  pui)ils;  Rockford,  two  districts,  with  50  pupils,  and  Tra- 
ders Point,  32  pupils.  At  this  time  the  county  (u/ntaincd 
one  school  house  built  of  logs,  and  situated  in  Kocklord 
toAvnship.  In  1855,  the  first  frame  school  house  was  erected, 
situated  in  Highland  Grove  district.  The  progress  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  county  was  very  slow  until  after  the 
passage  of  tlie  new  school  law  in  1858,  they  then  began 
equally  to  increase  in  number  and  elliciency.  In  the  year 
ending  October  4th,  ISGO,  the  number  of  school  districts  in 
the  county  was  rei)crted  at  34;  number  of  school  houses, 
11;  number  of  schools,  33;  number  of  pupils  in  attendance, 
1,006;  and  number  of  teachers  employed,  35.  The  first 
teachers  institute  was  held  in  l^ovember,  1859,  under  charge 
of  County  Superintendent  Rue. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1859,  the  annual  charter  election 
in  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the 
following  officers:  Mayor,  George  Douglity;  City  Recor- 
der, Cornelius  Yoorhis;  Treasurer,  C.  W.  Boyers;,  Marshal^ 
J.  C.  Fargo;  Assessor,  J.  W.  Damon;  Aldermen,  first  ward, 
J.  B.  Lewis  and  G.  M.  Dodge;  second  ward,  S.  N.  Porter- 
field;  third  ward,  T.  P.  Treynor;  fourth  w^ard,  II.  H.  Ober- 
holtzer;  fifth  ward,  John  Hammer  and  D.  W.  Carpenter* 
The  city  officers  appointed  by  the  council  this  year  were 
Frank  Sheet,  City  Attorney;  Sam  Perin,  City  Engineer; 
and  J.  P.  WagstafF,  Supervisor.  The  total  amount  of  city 
tax  for  all  purposes  levied  this  year,  was  §9.970.  From  a 
report  made  to  the  council  in  September,  the  total  liabilities 
of  the  city  w^ere  shown  to  be  $24,283.91.  This  included  a 
bonded  debt  of  $10,000.  Considerable  progress  was  made 
during  this  year  in  the  construction  of  side  walks.  A  large 
number  of  old  log  buildings  situated  along  Broadw^ay,  which 


1872.]        TIIK   IIIPTORY  OF   POTTA WATTAMIK  COUNTY.  275 


had  become  nuisances,  were  torn  down  by  order  of  the  coun- 
cil. During  the  Ruinmer,  Mr.  Voorliis  resigned  the  recor- 
dership,  and  T.  P.  Treynor  \\  as  a[)j)ointed  in  hin  place.  The 
summer  of  1859  was  noted  for  the  remarkably  high  water 
in  the  Missouri  river.  Its  banks  were  fuller  than  they  have 
been  known  to  be  for  many  years  before  or  since.  The 
high  grade  across  the  low  grounds  adjacent  to  tlie  river 
was  entirely  covered  with  water,  and  the  operations  of 
the  ferry  were  suspended  for  several  days.  The  bottom 
lands  adjacent  to  the  city  were  left  untouched  by  the  flood, 
and  business  at  the  lower  landing  went  forward  as  usual. 

Early  in  the  year  1859  the  ofHcial  action  of  John  II.  Sher- 
man, county  judge  of  Pottawattamie  county,  began  to  excite 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  both  among  the  people  and  through 
the  press  of  the  county.  On  the  18th  of  February  in  that 
year  the  grand  jury  made  a  presentment  to  the  district 
court,  in  which  Sherman  was  charged  with  grossly  misman- 
aging the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  county,  with  illegally  issuing 
great  numbers  of  county  orders,  and  with  issuing  others 
payable  to  himself,  and  that  they  found  the  books  and  pa- 
pers in  his  office  in  a  very  deranged  and  disordered  condi- 
tion, and  asking  that  he  be  suspended  from  office  until  a  full 
and  impartial  investigation  could  be  made.  A  summons 
was  issued  to  Sherman  to  appear  and  answer  to  the  present- 
ment, but  this  he  declined  to  do  until  the  next  term  of  the 
court,  as  the  law  required  that  a  notice  of  ten  days  before 
the  commencement  of  the  term,  should  be  served  upon  him. 
The  case  therefore  went  over  to  the  August  term.  But  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  were  far  from  being  pleased  with 
the  postponement,  and  a  large  public  meeting  was  held  in 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  26th  of  February,  to  which  a  variety 
of  reports  were  made,  and  sundry  resolutions  adopted  look- 
ing to  an  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  county  judge's 
office.  Such  an  investi^-ation  was  made  durins^  the  month 
following,  and  the  reports  of  the  committee  w^ere  published 
at  length  in  the  county  papers.  They  showed  clearly  enough 
that  the  charges  against  Sherman  were  fully  sustained  by 
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hia  own  l)()()krf  iind  pjipcrs,  iiiid  wcvc  in  i'act  in  n)o.st  canos  iu\- 
inittcd  to  be  so  by  bini.  'I'hc  counly  orders  issued  diirini^ 
the  briel'lerin  of  nine  months  bad  amounted  to  over  §08, 000. 
The  swamp  land  and  school  funds  were  also  found  to  ]>e  in  a 
most  unfortunate  eondition.  'I'lie  sul»jt'et  continued  U>  ex- 
cite a  great  deal  of  interest,  but  was  lirially  set  at  rest  by 
tlic  trial  of  kSberman  before  the  district  eourt  in  Au<i;ust, 
when  he  was  found  2;uilty  of  the  ehari;-cs  presented  against 
him,  and  he  was  thereu[»on  removed  I'rom  oflice.  This  trial 
excited  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  county,  and  the  verdict 
wus  generally  approved  by  tljc  people.  Upon  the  removal 
of  Sherman,  the  duties  of  the  ofiice- devolved  upon  Mr.  C. 
P.  Kellogg,  the  capable  clerk  of  the  district  court,  by  wdjom 
its  duties  were  discharged  until  October,  when  the  vacancy- 
was  filled  by  the  election  of  J.  1*.  Casidy.  It  was 
during  the  incumbency  of  Sherman  in  the  county  judge's 
office,  that  the  financial  atfairs  of  the  county  reached  their 
lowest  point  of  depression.  County  orders  were  sold  as  low 
as  thirty-five,  thirty,  and  even  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar, for  cash.  The  interest  on  the  school  fund  and  swamp 
land  fund  loan  was  unpaid,  and  many  of  the  securities  for 
these  loans  w^ero  found  to  be  utterly  worthless.  Judge  Cas- 
idy, upon  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office,  endeavored  to 
introduce  a  better  and  more  economical  system  in^the  man- 
agement of  county  afl:airs,  but  it  was  many  years  before  the 
county  was  enabled  to  emerge  from  the  waste  and  extrava- 
gance which  marked  this  part  of  its  history. 

The  Congregational  Church,  during  the  principal  part  of 
this  year,  was  under  the  charge  of  J.  S.  Haskell,  wlio,  a 
short  time  previous,  had  prefixed  the  title  Reverend  to  his 
name,  lie  had  formerly  been  a  noted  slight-hand  perform- 
er, but  for  a  year  or  two  had  been  in  charge  of  churches  in 
Indiana  and  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  His  movements, 
while  pastor  in  this  city,  were  somewhat  startling  to  the 
staid  and  sober  classes  in  the  community.  He  possessed 
wonderful  powers  of  mimicry',  and  his  sermons  were  some- 
times almost  as  entertaining  in  that  respect,  as  his  old-time 
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pcrlbrinaiic(is  as  Fakii*  of  Sivali,  in  wiiicli  cljara(;t(.'r  lie  liad 
traveled  over  tlio  couiili'y.  Besides  attciidiiiLC  to  his  ordina- 
ry pastoral  duties,  lie  soon  beeanie  the  owner  oi"  a  lari^e 
number  of  horses  and  wagons,  and  busied  himself  and  them 
and  a  number  of  hired  men  in  transferring  freight  to  and 
from  the  river  landing,  frequently  involving  himself  and 
employes  in  brawls  and  quarrels  with  others  engaged  in  the 
same  business.  Nothing  delighted  him  more  than  to  drive 
a  four-in-hand  team,  and  during  the  state  eanvass,  in  the  fall 
of  the  year,  the  good  members  of  the  congregation  were  as- 
tonished to  see  their  pastor  mounted  on  a  band  wagon,  at 
the  liead  of  a  political  procession,  as  it  filed  through  the 
streets.  His  pastoral  connection  with  the  church  contin- 
ued for  nine  or  ten  months;  he  then  left  ibr  Nebraska,  but 
a  few  years  after  returned  to  Council  Bluffs  as  chief- man- 
ager of  a  circus,  and  from  the  ring  delivered  an  address,  in 
which  he  made  humorous  allusions  to  his  former  residence 
in  the  city.  Haskell  \vas  succeeded  early  in  18G0  by  the 
Rev.  Harvey  Adams,  who  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  faith- 
ful and  conscientious  minister  of  the  gospel. 

In  August,  Abraham  Lincoln  visited  the  count}',  and 
spent  several  days  with  old  acquaintances  and  friends  in 
Council  Bluifs.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hatch,  at 
that  time  secretary  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  At, the  earnest 
request  of  a  great  many  citizens,  Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  an 
address  in  concert  hall,  which  was  characterized  by  all  those 
remarkable  traits  of  clear,  close  and  terse  reasoning  for 
which  he  was  so  greatly  distinguished.  Judge  Test,  of  In- 
diana, W'ho  was  at  that  time  visiting  his  son,  J.  D.  Test,  also 
spoke  at  the  same  meeting. 

Up  to  August  11th,  of  this  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  steamboats  had  arrived  during  the  season.  Of  these 
thirteen  went  above  to  Sioux  City,  Fort  Randall,  etc. 
The  Nonpareil,  in  giving  these  figures,  remarked,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  that  considering  the  almost  universal  stagnation 
in  all  kinds  of  business,  these  arrivals  at  this  place  did  not 
make  so  very  bad  show^iiig  for  this  upper  country. 
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October  lotli  juk]  14tli,  tlic  :iiinu;il  connly  fair  f;finie  r»fl'iii 
Council  1>lufrs.  OoiKtert  Hull  was  devoted  to  the  dis[)luy  of 
agricultural  products,  and  other  articles  usually  on  exhibi- 
tion on  such  occasions,  while  the  stock  was  arranged  on  a 
tract  of  ground  a  short  distance  west  of  the  hall.  The  whole 
number  of  entries  was  324,  and  S393  were  dislribul(jd  in 
preniiunis.  Col.  Babbit's  "  Cherokee"  again  cai-ried  oil' the 
first  premium  on  horses.  As  usual,  the  riding  hj  the  ladies 
attracted  a  great  crowd,  and  formed  the  principal  attraction 
on  the  fair  grounds.  Sorghum  syrup  made  its  appearance 
this  year  for  the  iirst  time,  among  the  articles  on  exhibition. 

The  slate  census  in  1859  gave  the  population  of  the  coun- 
ty at  5,012.  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  833.  Acres  of 
land  in  cultivation,  11,818.  Total  assessed  value  of  real 
and  personal  property,  §3,086,000.  Total  county  and  state 
tax,  $43,023. 

The  election  this  year  was  contested  with  a  good  deal  of 
fipirit.  Addresses  were  made  to  the  people  by  A.  C.  Dodge 
and  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  the  opposing  candidates  for  governor, 
Col.  S.  R.  Curtis,  and  others.  September  13th,  the  deino- 
crats  held  a  barbecue,  which  was  attended  by  a  large  dele- 
.gation  from  Omaha,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  Henry 
Clay  Dean  and  C.  C.  Cole.  For  count}^  officers  three  full 
tickets  were  in  the  li eld  —  democratic,  republican,  omd  inde- 
pendent. For  county  judge,  these  candidates  were,  respec- 
ively,  Wm.  A.  Reel,  J.  W.  Damon,  and  J.  P.  Casidy.  Col. 
Babbitt  was  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  lieutenant  governor, 
and  Caleb  Baldwin  for  supreme  judge.  The  election  result- 
ed in  favor  of  the  independent  county  ticket,  and  about  300 
majority  for  the  democratic  state  officers,  with  the  exception 
of  Judge  Baldwin,  who  ran  138  ahead.  For  governor  the 
vote  stood,  for  Dodge,  600,  for  Kirlavood,  295.  For  county 
judge,  Casidy,  356,  Reel,  290,  Damon,  197.  For  representa- 
tive there  w^ere  four  candidates,  who  were  voted  for  as  fol- 
lows: S.  II.  Riddle,  415,  J.  L.  Fetter,  98,  D.  C.  Bloomer, 
259,  S.  M.  Ballard,  82.  The  other  county  officers  elected 
w^ere  S.  11.  Craig,  sherilf,  AY.  D.  Turner,  treasurer  and  re- 
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cordor,  P.  A.  Wheeler,  county  surveyor,  J.  13.  Kue,  county 
superintendent. 

On  the  7tli  of  November  (1859),  ground  was  first  broken 
within  tlie  county,  on  the  Council  Bluiirf  &  ISt.  Joneph  Kail- 
road.  Although  tlie  (hiy  was  very  unpleasant,  quite  a  large 
concourse  of  citizens  assembled  on  the  bottom  al)out  a  mile 
south  of  town,  and  with  plows  and  shovels,  made  a  veritable 
commencement  of  the  woj  k.  On  the  following  evening  a 
large  meeting  was  held  in  concert  hall,  which  was  addressed 
by  Col.  I*eal)ody,  the  engineer  of  the  road,  and  Governor 
Black,  of  Kebraska.  Their  arguments  and  illustrations  met 
with  the  general  approval  of  the  people,  and  the  conviction 
now  became  general  that  the  surest  and  most  expeditious 
mode  of  securing  a  railroad  connection  to  the  county  would 
be  to  expedite,  by  all  means  within  their  power,  the  early 
construction  of  a  railroad  down  the  Missouri  Valley  to  St. 
Joseph.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  day  of  December  the  city 
of  Council  Bluffs,  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote,  decided  to 
issue  its  bonds  to  the  amount  of  §25,000,  to  aid  in  its  con- 
struction, the  company  to  issue  stock  to  the  city  in  exchange 
for  its  bonds,  which  were  to  run  ten  years  and  draw  ten  per 
cent  interest.  These  bonds  were  issued  in  the  course  of  the 
next  two  years.  And  on  the  15th  of  February,  1860,  the 
county  voted  to  ratiiy  a  contract  which  had  been  entered 
into  by  the  county  judge,  providing  for  the  transfer  to  the 
same  company  of  swamp  lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  swamp  lands,  to  the  amount  of  S40,000,  in  exchange  for 
stock  of  the  company,  to  be  expended  in  the  construction 
of  that  portion  of  the  Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  Bailroad 
lying  witliin  the  limits  of  the  county.  The  transfer  was 
accordingly  made,  and  for  ii  few  years  the  county  held  and 
voted  upon  its  stock;  but  finally,  and  before  the  road  was 
completed  and  in  order  to  insure  such  completion,  it,  to- 
gether with  the  city,  transferred  the  same  to  Willis  Phelps, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  his  associates,  by  whom  the  work  was 
actually  finished  and  brought  into  operation. 
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Up  to  the  (late  of  tlio  last  iiiontioiHH]  vole  of  the  coiinly, 
the  niauagemcnt  of  the  swamp  land  fund  liad  been  a  con- 
stant source  of  contention,  if  not  corruption.  Consistini^ 
originally  of  about  60,000  acres  of  land,  it  had,  in  one  way 
and  another,  been  frittered  away,  without  proving  of  hardly 
any  real  benefit  to  the  county.  A  small  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  of  the  lands  had  been  expended  in  digging 
ditclies,  which,  in  a  few  years  were  tilled  u[).  Otlier  portions 
of  it  had  been  loaned  out  to  irresponsible  parties,  and  a  con- 
siderable amount  expended  in  making  a  highwa}^  across  the 
bottom  to  the  Missouri  river,  west  of  the  city  of  ("ouncil 
Bluii's.  The  people  were  therefore  very  willing,  in  view  of 
these  facts,  to  give  all  that  was' left  to  the  railroad  company 
that  then  seemed  most  likely  to  accomplish  the  professed 
objects  of  its  organization.  The  amount  realized  from  the 
sale  of  swamp  lands  by  Judge  James  was  $17,355.42,  and 
by  Judge  Sherman  $7,054.31.  April  12,  1860,  the  final 
transfer  was  made  to  the  Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  Rail- 
road, by  Judge  Casidy.  The  company  then  received  in 
cash,  due  from  the  United  States  for  swamp  land  sold, 
$16,380,  and  8,884  acres  of  land,  equal  to  $11,513.86,  and 
leaving  a  balance  still  due  the  company  of  §12,513,  for  which 
it  received  a  certificate  from  the  county  judge  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  subsequent  proceeds  of  swamp  lands  that  might 
come  into  the  county  treasury. 

March  12th,  1860,  the  following  city  officers  were  elected  : 
mayor,  W.  Babbitt;  recorder,  T.  P.  Treynor;  treasurer, 
C.  W".  Boyers;  marshal,  C.  P.  Smith;  assessor,  David  De- 
Vol;  aldermen,  J.  B.  Lewis,  John  Jones,  Milton  Rogers, 
W.  L.  Biggs,  Addison  Cochran,  and  D.  W.  Carpenter. 
On  the  same  day  the  school  board  was  elected  as  follows: 
president.  R.  L.  Bouglass;  vice  president,  James  A.  Jack- 
son; treasurer,  C.  W.  Boyers;  secretary,  T.  P.  Treynor; 
director,  Addison  Cochran. 

John  B.  Beers,  an  old,  and  much  respected  citizen  of 
Council  Bluffs,  died  on  the  3d  of  March,  1860,  aged  fifty- 
nine  years.    He  had  been  for  a  number  of  years  identified 
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with  its  intcrestfl,  and  liis  memory  is  porpetnatorl  ]>y  a  hand- 
Bonie  marble  monument,  now^^tan^lin<^^  in  Fairview  cemetery. 
In  his  business  transactions  lie  was  u])ri;^^lit  and  honoi-able, 
and  he  left  a  handsome  fortune  to  his  widow  and  only 
daughter. 

On  the  21)tli  of  September,  Jolm  Williamson  and  two 
other  persons,  one  of  them  a  woman,  and  all  of  them  ne- 
groes, were  kidnapped  wliile  travelim^  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  tlie  county,  and  liurried  off  to  Missouri.  As  soon  as 
information  of  this  high-handed  outrage  was  received,  Sher- 
iff Craig  and  City  Marshal  Smith  started  for  tlie  south,  and 
succeeded  in  recoverins;  Williamson  and  brinfrin<r  him  back 
The  otlier  two  parties  captured  were  afterward  also  found 
in  Missouri,  and  returned  to  their  homes,  through  the  efforts 
of  Messrs.  Blanchard  and  Gaston,  of  Fremont  county. 
Their  researches  dex'-eloped  the  fact  that  the  outrage  was 
committed  by  three  noted  desperadoes,  with  a  view  of  sell- 
ing the  negroes  into  slavery  in  Missouri.  All  three  of  the 
gang  were  arrested,  but  two  of  them  made  their  escape. 
One  of  the  number,  however,  a  fellow  named  Hurd,  was, 
on  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Iowa,  brought  back  to 
Council  Bluffs,  and.  held  over,  on  default  of  bail,  for  trial, 
'l)ut  he  succeeded  a  few  days  afterwards  in  making  his  es- 
cape. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  October,  the  lifeless  body 
of  a  notorious  character,  named  Philip  McGuire,  was  found 
suspended  from  a  tree  on  Cemetery  Hill,  with  a  card  attach- 
ed on  which  was  inscribed  the  words,  -'Hung  for  all  kinds 
of  rascality."  He  had  a  day  or  two  previous  been  arrested 
for  larceny,  and  placed  in  the  old  cortonwood  jail,  from 
which  he  had  been  taken  by  the  \ngi lance  committee,  and 
summarily  executed.  About  the  same  time  another  case 
of  lynch  law  occurred  in  Council  Bluffs.  One  ^filler,  a 
resident  of  Harrison  county,  had  been  arrested  for  horse- 
stealing— the  crime  was  pretty  clearly  traced  home  to  him, 
and  he  was,  on  a  preliminary  examination,  committed  to 
the  old  jail,  to  answer  for  the  crime  at  the  next  term  of  the 
36 
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district  court.  During  the  night  that  followed  his  com- 
mittal, he  was  in  some  way  taken  out  of  liia  place  of  con- 
finement, and  hung  on  a  tree  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 
The  existence  of  a  vigilance  committee  in  the  county  at  that 
time,  was  well  understood  by  the  citizens  generally,  and 
recognized  to  be  a  necessity  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
munity from  the  lawless  acts  of  desperate  men. 

During  the  summer  of  18G0,  a  young  person  by  the  n'ame 
of  Frank  Bates  resided  in  Council  Bluils,  and  made  him- 
self (?)  quite  conspicuous  in  a  variety  of  ways.  He  was 
small  of  stature,  had  a  round  face  and  rosy  cheeks,  blue 
eyes,  and  auburn  hair,  dressed  neatly,  and  was  noted  for  his 
pleasant  manners  and  general  good  conduct.  He  was  al- 
ways very  welcome  among  Sunday  school  teachers,  and  sure 
to  be  on  hand  at  bible  classes,  concerts,  pic-nics,  and  all  sorts 
of  pleasant  gatherings,  where  he  made'' himself  very  agreea- 
ble, especially  to  the  ladies,  among  whom  he  was  a  decided 
favorite.  Suddenly,  about  the  first  of  October,  Frank  dis- 
appeared from  society,  and  then  the  report  ran  round  that 
Frank,  the  dear  young  man,  was  in  reality  a  woman!  In- 
deed, this  fact  was  soon  after  admitted  by  all,  and  great  was 
the  surprise  expressed  by  her  many  admirers!  She,  how- 
ever, never  returned  to  Council  Blufi:s,  either  to  console  the 
ladies  or  apologize  to  the  gentlemen  whose  acquaintance 
she  had  so  rudely  sundered. 

The  summer  of  1860  was  noted  for  the  remarkable  drouth 
which  prevailed  all  over  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Very 
little  rain  fell  during  the  entire  season,  and  the  yield  of  veg- 
etables and  all  kinds  of  small  grain  was  unusually  light. 
The  county  fair,  held  in  October,  showed  this  plainly 
enough,  and  the  exhibition  fell  for  below  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  display  of  vegetables  was  quite  small,  as 
were  also  the  entries  of  stock,  and  there  was  but  little  com- 
petition in  fruits.  Perhaps  this  result  of  the  fair  was  also 
partially  owing  to  the  absorbing  political  canvass  in  which 
the  people  were  engaged,  and  which  left  but  little  time  for 
a  great  many  of  them  to  think  of  anything  else.    Col.  Bab- 
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bitt's  "  Cherokee"  agiiiu  ciiiTied  oil' the  lirst  prize  —  at  tlie 
fair  we  mean  —  not  at  the  polls. 

A  brancli  of  tlie  State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  csta])lis]ied 
in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  at  the  first  annual  electioL  of  ofhcers, 
held  in  January,  1861,  James  A.  Jackson  was  elected  pres- 
ident, and  John  D.  Loclovood  cashier;  the  other  directors 
being  S.  S.  Bayless,  Samuel  Ivnej)per,  and  J.  P.  Casady. 
The  capital  of  the  bank  was  §50,000.  Mr.  Lockwood  had 
been  a  resident  of  the  city  for  about  a  year  and  a  half  pre- 
vious, during  which  time  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  a  pri- 
vate banking  house.  Mr.  Jackson  w^as  an  old  merchant, 
who  about  this  time  retired  from  active  business. 

November  17,  1860,  William  S.  Burke  was  announced  as 
local  editor  of  the  NonjparciL  He  was  a  racy  and  vigorous 
writer,  and  during  the  political  canvass  of  that  year,  had 
become  noted  for  a  series  of  burlesque  reports  of  the  "Little 
Griant  Club,"  which  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  Noii- 
pareil,  and  which  excited  a  good  deal  of  amusement  on  all 
sides,  even  those  who  were  the  victims  of  his  keen  wit  en- 
joying his  palpable  hits  and  absurd  comparisons  as  hugely 
as  any.  Mr.  Burke's  connection  with  the  Nonpareil  contin- 
ued for  six  or  seven  years,  either  as  editor  or  publisher,  and 
sometimes  as  both. 

The  packing  of  pork  was  first  commenced  ir^  Council 
Bluffs  in  the  winter  of  1859-60,  but  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing for  that  purpose  was  first  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1860, 
by  John  W.  Ross.  His  "Pork  House,"  as  it  has  been  com- 
monly called,  situated  in  the  western  part  of  the  city,  w^as 
owned  and  mainly  conducted  by  him  for  a  number  of  years. 
It  was  furnished  with  all  the  necessary  appliances  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  business,  and  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  each  year  since  its  first  erection.  Messrs. 
Stew^art  &  Haas,  wholesale  grocers,  early  become  associated 
with  Mr.  lioss  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business,  and  their 
purchasing  of  stock  extended,  not  only  over  Pottawattamie, 
bnt  also  over  a  large  portion  of  western  lovra.  The  number 
of  hogs  slaughtered  in  tlie  winter  of  1860-61,  reached  several 
thousands,  and  Vv^as  largely  increased  in  subsequent  years. 
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III  tlic.  fall  ol'the  yciai",  iMi'.  ('Inirlcs  Hcndrif',  of  HmTmirlon, 
comnioiiced  the  eiHuttion  of  tlic  (Council  niiiils  foundry  and 
machine  shoi).  This  has,  in  Hiihsequent  yeans,  })cen  i(reatly 
enlarged,  and  its  business  has  proved  a  successful  one  i'or  its 
enterprising  founder,  and  contributed  hirgely  to  )>ron)ote  tlio 
growth  of  the  city.  It  was  tlje  first  manufactory  of  any  im- 
portance establislied  within  its  limits. 

Tlie  political  canvass  of  1860  was  interesting,  and  some- 
times exciting.  In  Council  Blufis  political  chibs  were  form- 
ed and  rooms  rented  and  occupied  during  the  four  or  ilve 
months  preceding  the  election,  known  respectively  as  the 
**Dou2:lass  "  ancl "  Lincohi "  halls.  The  organization  devoted 
to  the  election  of  Douglass  was  called  the  Little  Giant 
Club,"  and  its  ofhcers  were:  L.  W.  Babbitt,  president, 
Samuel  Clinton,  vice  president,  E.  F.  Burdick  and  D.  W. 
Carpenter,  secretaries.  The  officers  of  the  Lincoln  club 
were:  Thomas  Tostevin,  president,  S.  H.  Kelly,  vice  presi- 
dent, William  II.  Kinsman,  secretary,  and  J.  D.  Horn, 
treasurer.  The  principal  local  speakers  on  the  side  of  the 
repuhhcans  were  Frank  Sheet,  C.  E.  Stone,  AY.  II.  Kinsman, 
J.  D.  Horn,  D.  C.  Bloomer.  On  the  other  side  were  W.  G. 
Crawfoi-d,  D.  W.  Price,  L.  W.  Babbitt,  E.  11.  Williams. 
Political  discussions  were  held  during  the  canvass  between 
Cole  and  Curtis,  the  opposing  candidates  for  congress,  and 
between  Bennett  and  McPherson,  the  Douglass  and  Lincoln 
electors.  Speeches  were  also  made  in  the  county  during  the 
canvass,  by  the  leading  orators  of  each  party  in  the  state. 
A  small  party  of  "  Old  Line  Whigs,"  as  tliey  called  them- 
selves, refused  to  support  the  republican  candidates,  and 
stood  firmly  for  Bell  and  Everett;  and  about  the  same 
number  of  democrats  gave  there  adhesion  to  John  C.  Breck- 
enridge  for  president.  Among  the  latter  w-ere  J.  D.  Test 
and  Joel  Tuttle,  both  of  whom  made  several  speeches  in  this 
and  other  counties,  in  support  of  their  favorite  candidates. 
The  election  in  the  county  resulted  as  follows:  For  presi- 
dent, Douglass,  412;  Lincohi,  410;  Everett,  28;  Brecken- 
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ridge,  20.  l^'or  coiii^resH,  Cole,  459;  Curtis,  419.  Forjn(]L';o 
of  the  Hupreme  court,  Miller,  415;  Wrigljt,  425.  For  cl<;rk 
of  the  district  court,  Jiurdick,  58G  ;  Kubank,  2G8.  For  iiieiu- 
bcr  of  board  of  edueatiou,  Bloojrier,  475;  Kreidlebaugh,  o83. 
For  county  surveyor,  Tosteviri,  505. 

After  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  the  success- 
ful j)arty  celebrated  tlie  event  by  bonfires,  and  a  procession 
through  the  streets,  during  the  progress  of  whicli  several 
transparencies  were  smashed  by  brick-bats,  and  there  were 
some  good-natured  attempts  at  rowdyism  during  the  even- 
ing. 

December  24,  1860,  the  second  session  of  tlie  teachers 
institute  commenced  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  continued  five 
days.  About  twenty-five  teachers  were  present,  and  public 
lectures  were  delivered  before  it  by  Col.  Thomas  II.  Benton 
and  AY.  E.  Harvey,  superintendents  of  public  instruction  in 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  by  D.  C.  Bloomer. 

The  election  of  Judge  Casady,  in  the  fall  of  1859,  began 
a  new  era  in  the  management  of  county  affairs.  A  careful 
economy  marked  his  administration.  The  expenses  of  the 
county  were  rapidly  reduced ;  waste  and  extravagance  were 
carefully  avoided;  the  resources  of  the  county  were  closely 
liusbanded,  and  every  possible  effort  made  to  place  its 
finances  in  a  better  condition.  The  charges  of  ^^orruption 
and  personal  favoritism  in  the  county  judge's  office  now 
w^holly  ceased,  and  the  people  generally  were  well  satisfied 
that  their  interests  would  be  safe  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
incumbent.  ISTevertheless,  so  unfortunate  had  been  the 
experience  of  the  people  with  the  county  judge  system,  that 
they  were  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  a  change  in  the 
management  of  county  affairs.  The  jyonparicl,  the  repub- 
lican organ,  earnestly  advocated  a  change,  and  its  editor, 
Mr.  Maynard,  during  his  official  attendance  upon  the  legis- 
lature, was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  adoption  of 
the  supervisor  system.  At  the  first  election,  a  very  competent 
board  of  supervisors  was  elected,  and  thus  passed  away,  on 
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its  assemblage  in  January,  18G1,  all  cause  for  the  Rories  of 
complaints  against  tlio  manag«,'nicnt  of  county  affairrf  hy  tlio 
county  judge,  that  had  existed  almost  continually  from  the 
first  organization  of  the  county. 

[to  BIC  CONTINUED.] 


I-O-W-A. 


Washington  City,  D.  C, 
Nov.  8th,  1872. 

Editor  of  the  Annals  —  Sir :  — 

A]Sr  article  in  the  Annals  of  July,  1872,  gives  curren- 
cy to  a  tale  heretofore  in  circulation,  and  attributing 
the  origin  of  the  word  ^'lowa"  to  the  exclamation  of  a 
wandering  Indian  chief.  Pleased  with  the  country,  we  are 
told  he  said  *'Iowa!"  meaning  "This  is  the  place,"  <fcc. 

Will  any  good  scholar,  familiar  with  the  meaning  of  In- 
dian words,  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  this  interpreta- 
tion? Does  not  the  so-called  legend  bear  a  suspicious  re- 
semblance to  a  story  long  curriuit  in  newspapers,  and  sub- 
stantially to  the  following  effect: 

A  wandering  tribe  of  Indians,  searching  for  new  hunting 
grounds,  came  at  length  to  the  banks  of  a  beautiful  river, 
and,  pleased  with  the  general  aspect  of  nature,  exclaimed 
"Alabama!  Alabama!"  or,  "Here  we  rest!  Here  we  rest!" 

By  a  reference  to  the  latest  edition  of  Webster's  Una- 
bridged, in  the  vocabulary  of  Modern  Geographical  Zl^ames, 
I  find  the  following  definition  :  "Iowa.  The  French  form 
of  an  Indian  word,  signifying  the  '  drowsy '  or  '  the  sleepy 
ones,'  a  Sioux  name  of  the  Pahoja  or  'Gray  Snow'  tribe." 

They  must  have  grown  more  wakeful,  as  I  find  in  the 
same  volume  this  additional  definition;  "Hawkeye  State. 
The  State  of  Iowa;  said  to  be  named  after  an  Indian  chief, 
who  was  once  a  terror  to  voi/ageurs  to  its  borders." 
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I  find  no  dcfniitlon  of  Ahibania.  In  tlie  interest  of  his- 
torical trutli,  I  call  attention  to  the  subject,  and  hope  tliat 
some  one,  pro])erly  qualified,  will  explain  the  real  meaning 
of  the  word  "Iowa." 

Samuel  Prentis  Cuktis. 


THE  WEST : 

A  DESCRIPTIVE  POEM  OF  THE  BEAUTIFUL,  GIIAND,  AND  SUBLIME  IN  AMEK- 
ICAN  SCENIiRY,  ESPECIALLY  THE  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


BY  B.  B.  GROFF. 


To  BAYARD  TAYLOE, 

MY  AFFECTIONATE  FRIEND  AND  SCHOOLMATE,  AS  A  TOKEN  OF  RF-SPECT  FOR 
HIS  TALENTS,  SCIENTIFIC  DISCOVERIES,  NOBLE  EFFORTS  TO  DEVELOPE  A 
PURE  NATIONAL  LITERATURE,  AND  ALL  LOVERS  OF  THE  BEAUTIFUL,  GRAND, 
AND  SUBLIME  IN  THE  GREAT  NORTHWEST,  THIS  POEM  IS  INSCRIBED,  BY 
THE  AUTHOR. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  BAYARD  TAYLOR,  ACCEPTING 
THE  DEDICATION. 

New  York,  September  10. 

My  Dear  Sir:  —  I  find  your  letter  awaiting  my  return  from  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  and  hasten  to  reply. 

I  cannot  refuse  the  flattering  request  you  have  made  of  me,  and  beg 
you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  implied  compliment.  I  remember 
your  performance  in  the  poetic  line  at  Unionville,  Pennsylvania,  but 
had  supposed  that  your  practical  western  life  had  led  you  to  abandon 
the  Muse.  I  shall  be  curious  to  see  in  what  manner  the  inspiration  of 
the  West  has  acted  upon  your  mind. 

Trusting  that  you  have  been  successful  in  life,  and  that  the  world 
goes  well  v-  ith  you,  I  remain 

Very  truly  yours, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR. 
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J'aime  mon  patrie. —  Fenklon. 
Hue  undique  gaza. —  Viii(;iL. 

Westward  the  Star  of  Kinj)ir(^  takes  its  way  : 

The  four  first  acts  ah-eady  past, 
The  fifth  sliall  close  the  drama  of  the  day: 

Time's  uoblest  otlspring  is  the  last. 

—  Bisnop  Berkley. 

I SEE  Niagara's  waters  headlong  roll, 
Her  lovely  brow  successive  wreathed  with  foam; 
I  hear  the  thunder  of  the  mighty  whole, 
The  world  of  mighty  waters  hiss  and  roar! 
And  find  in  the  abyss  no  resting  home! 
Receiving  ceaseless  floods  into  its  breast, 

'Mid  rainbow  wreatlis  of  glowing,  flery  foam; 
Convolving  clouds  continuous  o'er  it  pressed, 
The  foaming  outlet  of  the  mighty  West. 

The  blossom-breasted  billow,  downwards  hurl'd 

Into  the  yawning  gulf,  with  thundering  sound, 
In  hollow  grandeur,  seems  to  shake  the  world. 

And,  conscious,  shakes  the  solid  ground; 

The  wrathful  billow^s,  with  prodigious  bound, 
Leap,  vast,  but  sluggish,  from  their  giddy  poise. 

Then  rush  like  lightning  through  the  dark  profound; 
Lashed  into  foam,  the  seething  vapors  rise. 
And  vivid  rainbows  paint  the  glistening  skies. 

Almighty  Author!  here  Thy  boundless  power 
Wakes  into  grandeur,  majesty  and  awe; 

Man  feels  that  he,  the  creature  of  an  hour, 
Knows  nothing  of  Thy  uiight  or  nature's  law, 

Till  stationed  here,  amid  this  awful  scene, 
He  views  the  wonders  of  Thy  mighty  arm — 

Gigantic  wonder  of  this  fair  terrene; 

The  God-like  here  with  holy  rapture  warm, 
The  skeptic  shakes  with  horror  and  alarm. 
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Next  view  our  Rpiicious  hikes,  tliose  inland  seas, 
Wliose  gloasy  grandeur  stretches  far  and  wide; 

Where  floating  palaces,  with  grace  and  ease, 
In  kingly  glory  breast  tlie  heav^ing  tide, 
Tho'  nations  dilierent  lay  on  either  side — 

With  joy  we  view  the  silver-breasted  lake. 
!N"o  longer  wars  our  interests  divide; 

But  meek-cy'd  peace,  with  blessings  in  her  wake, 

Propitious  smiles,  and  points  the  path  we  take. 

The  Mississippi  rolls  her  purple  floods; 

Missouri's  yellow  laves  her  shifting  shore; 
Ohio's  green  comes  from  exhaustless  woods, 

Commingling  thence,  in  one  huge  sheet  they  pour, 

Binding  our  western  nations  more  and  more 
By  this  broad  band  of  sparkling  waters  gay, 

Which  makes  adjoining  freemen  gladly  pour 
Their  commerce,  wealth  and  beautiful  array, 
In  floating  palaces  that  deck  its  way ! 

Their  flowing  currents  are  distinctly  seen, 

While  side  by  side  their  abstract  currents  run, 
And  then  with  glowing,  glossy,  silvery  sheen. 

They  arm  in  arm  commingling  flow  in  one ! 

Their  countless  drops  are  carried  ceaseless  on, 
Into  the  clear,  blue,  boundless,  foaming  sea, 

Upon  whose  pathless  brow  no  furrows  run — 
The  waveless,  shoreless,  trackless,  boundles  free! 
Til'  untrodden  footprints  of  immensity ! 

Gigantic  pathw^ay!  most  imperial  thou. 
Emporium  of  freedom,  wealth  and  power, 

Exhaustless  commerce  floats  upon  thy  brow, 
Millions,  dependent,  labor  every  hour, 
And  many  a  gay,  sweet,  fair,  enameled  flower 

Stands  sportive  on  thy  many  beauteous  isles, 
And  rocky  bluffs  upon  thy  margin  tow'r, 

And  draining  areas  of  unknown  miles. 

Where  nature's  fadeless  crlory  ceaseless  smiles. 
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Eni])ircR  lay  Htiuldcd  all  aloiiic  t)iy  coast, 

Eacli  embryo  one  still  anxiously  awaits' 
Permission,  'mid  our  _ii:ahL\y  to  boast, 
A  union  in  tlje  sisterhood  of  Stales; 
Joy,  pleasure,  friendship  then  bIuiH  watch  tlieir  gates, 
When  legislation's  great  and  sovereign  power 
Joins  them  with  us,  impelling  thus  the  fates 
To  watch  tlieir  infant  footsteps  every  hour, 
And  clear  their  sky  when  dark'uing  sliadows  lower. 

Pleiads  of  nation's  liberty  and  men, 

What  a  bright  and  glorious  heritage  is  yours — 
What  matchless  symmetry — here  stalwart  men 

May  feed  and  fatten,  still  the  soil  endures; 

Your  mighty  waters,  mellow,  sweet,  and  pure, 
From  veins  and  arteries  profusely  pour'd 

Throughout  the  land,  unconscious  shall  allure 
A  multitude  immense  to  come  and  hoard, 
The  wealth  exhaustless  in  thy  bosom  stor'd! 

To  have  a  home,  a  heritage,  a  name 

Within  the  vale,  on  Mississippi's  breast, 
Is  honor  that  I  love,  for  one,  to  claim. 

Thou  fruitful  garden  of  the  mighty  West! 

Soon  will  thy  soil  by  noble  freemen  press'd, 
Improved  and  cultivated,  dazzling  glow, 

Like  Eden's  garden,  beautifully  dress'd; 
Thy  citizens  true  art  and  science  know, 
And  cities  great  and  famous  daily  grow! 
Still  in  the  West,  the  Sacramento  pours 

Her  rushing  waters  to  the  restless  sea. 

There  giant,  snow  cap'd  mountains  heav'nward  tow^'r, 
O'er  w^hieh  bright  Pha^bus'  rays  dance  joyously ! 
And  sportive  streams  dash  down  their  sides  in  glee, 

Whose  rugged  channels,  shelving  deep  and  bold, 
Expose  the  glittering  sauds,  and  give  the  key 

To  mines  exhaustless,  mixed  with  yellow  mould, 

IMew  Eldorado,  that  is  land  of  gold ! 
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Ye  Cis-Atlantic  Sjixomh!  yours  tlie  <(ain, 
When  forests  now  unojjen'd  wake  to  life, 

And  spread  the  limits  of  your  vast  domain, 
Without  one  eruel  war  or  eivil  strife, 
Save  with  the  bears,  the  monarelis  of  the  plain, 

While  lowing  herds  and  fields  of  waving  grain 
Rise  tier  on  tier  along  the  mountain  side, 

And  sportive  lam])kins  frisk  in  gaml)ols  wide, 

Where  Jimpid  rills  in  rippling  murmurs  glide. 

And  up  and  down,  athwart  the  fertile  vale, 

The  yellow  fields  beneath  the  reapt'r  lie, 
Where  snug  like  cabins  court  the  flutt'ring  gale, 

As  thick  as  stars  that  gem  the  evening  sky ! 

These  are  real  beauties,  now  in  prospect  nigh, 
For  who  can  stay  the  fiat  of  our  G  od ! 
When  gloomy  wilds  and  trackless  mountains  high 

Yield  daily  to  the  plow,  and  mark  the  abode 
Of  pioneers  who  brave  the  frontier  mode ! 

Next,  see  those  massive  rocks  give  way  to  steel, 

And  form  a  breastwork  for  the  shining  bar, 
A  pathway  for  the  glorious  iron  wheel 

That  bears  away  the  lightning  winged  car ! 

While  rolling  tempests,  in  the  distance  far, 
Lag  far  behind;  thus  forward,  like  a  dream. 

Through  tunnel'd  mountains  that  would  ever  mar 
The  strides  of  progress,  gloriously  supreme, 
Behold  the  advent  of  unconquered  steam. 

By  steam,  we  sail  and  navigate  the  sea ; 

By  steam,  we  hammer,  pound  and.  saw  and  lift ; 
Steam  makes  us  independant,  sov'reign,  free ; 

By  steam,  we  drive  the  pump  and  grind  and  sift : 

By  steam,  the  pow'rful  locomotive  swift 
Speeds  on  resistless  o'er  his  iron  way. 

The  mightiest,  best  and  choicest,  greatest  gift 
Bestow'd  on  mortals  subject  to  their  sway, 
A  horse  of  fire,  a  charioteer  of  clay ! 
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This  land  ])y  iron  railroads  checker'd  o'er, 

By  measureless  canals  deep  furrow'd  wide, 
Is  filled  with  luxnries  from  shore  to  shore, 

Borne  hy  the  iron  horse  or  heaving  tide  ! 

In  endless  currents,  all  our  wants  supplied. 
Sec  tossing  navies  float  at  our  command — 

What  nation  yet  so  young  can  boast  such  pride, 
Such  mighty  progress,  such  distinction  grand?  - 
Her  stars  and  stripes  o'er  every  sea  expand ! 

Look  back  on  history,  have  not  nations  fame. 
Which,  Phoenix-like,  may  from  their  ashes  rise  ? 

What  gave  to  Eg}^pt,  Greece,  or  Rome  a  name, 
Save  art  and  science,  lo !  the  glorious  prize 

Which  blows  and  blossoms,  grows,  but  never  dies, 
Immortal  fame  !  then  up  the  steeps  of  time_, 

With  ceaseless  struggles  let  us  ever  climb, 

And  shine  above  with  brilliancy  sublime ! 

My  native  country,  dear,  devoted  thou, 

Born,  reared  and  nurtured  on  thy  glowing  breast. 
Time  but  expands  thy  fair  and  beauteous  brow, 

WTiile  I,  unmourned,  must  shortly  sink  to  rest; 

Soon  shall  the  clods,  upon  my  bosom  press'd, 
On  all  my  cares  and  all  my  sorrows  weigh, 

Ob !  may  thy  sons  be  number'd  with  the  blest, 
Kor  in  tbe  paths  of  sin  or  sorrow  stray, 
But  charity  and  love  point  out  the  way. 
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EAELY  HISTORIOAL  SKETCH  OF  IOWA. 


TO  say  nothing  of  the  title  to  the  soil  of  Iowa  that  may 
once  have  vested  in  the  natives  who  claimed  and  oc- 
cupied it,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  glance  at  tlic 
various  changes  of  ownership  and  jurisdiction  -tlirough 
which  it  has  passed  within  the  time  of  our  historical  period: 

1.  It  belonged  to  France,  with  other  territory  belonging 
to  our  national  domain. 

2.  In  1763,  with  other  territory,  it  was  ceded  to  Spain. 

3.  October  1,  1800,  it  was  ceded,  with  otiier  territory, 
from  Spain  back  to  France. 

4.  April  30,  1803,  it  was  ceded,  with  other  territory,  by 
France  to  the  United  States. 

5.  October  31,  1803,  a  temporar}^  government  was  au- 
thorized by  Congress  for  the  newly  acquired  territory. 

6.  October  1,  J 804,  it  was  included  in  the  "District  of 
Louisiana,''  and  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Indiana. 

7.  July  4,  1805,  it  was  included  as  a  part  of  the  "Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana,"  then  organized  with  a  separate  territo- 
rial government. 

8.  June  4,  1812,  it  was  embraced  in  what  was  then  made 
the  "Territory  of  Missouri." 

9.  June  28,  1834,  it  became  part  of  the  "Territory  of 
Michigan." 

10.  July  3,  1836,  it  was  included  as  a  part  of  the  newly 
organized  "Territory  of  Wisconsin." 

12.  July  12,  1838,  it  was  included  in,  and  constituted  a 
part  of,  the  newly  organized  "Territory  of  Iowa." 

12.  December  28,  1846,  it  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  country  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  Iowa  was  once  occupied  by  a  tribe,  or  nation,  of 
Indians,  known  in  history  as  the  lowas  (or  loways),  who 
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for  many  years  maintained  almost  a  constant  warfare  with 
the  Sioux,  a  powerful  rival,  who  livo(J  to  tlie  north  of  thcni. 
The  lowas  were  orii^inally  t  he  J*au-hoo-cliee  trihe,  and  livud 
in  tlie  region  of  the  lakes  to  the  north-east,  but  nearly  one 
hundred  and  eighty  years  ago  they  followed  their  chief, 
Mou-hau-gaw,  to  the  banks  of  tlie  Mississii)})i  river,  and 
crossing  over,  settled  on  the  west  bank  of  Iowa  river,  near 
its  mouth,  and  there  built  a  village.  They  called  the  river 
on  which  they  established  their  seat  of  empire,  Xe-o-ho-nee, 
or  the  "Master  of  Rivers."  For  some  years  they  prospered 
and  multiplied,  but  the  Sioux  began  to  envy  them  the  pros- 
perity which  they  enjoyed,  and  with  no  good  intentions 
came  down  to  visit  them.  Sending  to  Mau-haw-gaw  the 
pipe  of  peace,  with  an  invitation  to  join  them  in  a  dog  feast, 
they  made  great  profession  of  friendship.  The  Iowa  chief, 
having  confidence  in  their  protestations  of  good  feeling,  ac- 
cepted the  invitation.  In  the  midst  of  the  feast  the  perfid- 
ious Sioux  suddenly  attacked  and  killed  him.  This  outrage 
was  never  forgiven  by  the  lowas. 

One  of  the  most  noted  chiefs  of  the  lowas  wns  Mahaskah 
(White  Cloud),  a  descendent  of  Mau-haw-gaw.  He  led  his 
warriors  in  eighteen  battles  against  the  Sioux  on  the  north, 
and  the  Osages  on  the  south,  and  never  failed  to  achieve  a 
victory.  He  made  his  home  on  the  Des  Moines  river, 
about  one  hundred  miles  above  the  mouth,  and  must  have 
been  something  of  a  Mormon,  for  it  is  said  he  had  seven 
wives.  In  1824,  he  was  one  of  a  party  of  chiefs  who  vis- 
ited Washington.  He  left  his  home  on  the  Hes  Moines  to 
go  down  the  river  to  join  his  party,  and  w^hen  near  Avhere 
the  city  of  Keokuk  is  now  located,  he  stopped  to  prepare 
and  eat  his  venison.  He  had  just  commenced  his  meal 
when  some  one  struck  him  on  the  back.  Turning  round, 
he  was  surprised  to  see  one  of  his  wives,  Rant-che-wai-me 
(Female  Flying  Pigeon),  standing  with  an  uplifted  toma- 
haw^k  in  lier  hand.  She  accosted  him  Avith  —  "Am  I  your 
wife  ?  Are  you  my  husband  ?  If  so,  I  will  go  with  you  to 
Maw-he-hum-ne-che  (the  American  big  house)  and  see  and 
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sliako  tlie  liand  ol' Jii-co-liO-iiee,"  moaning  tlio  Great  Futli(,'r, 
a8  they  called  the  President.  Mahawkali  answered  —  "Yes, 
you  arc  my  wife;  I  am  your  husband;  I  have  been  a  lon;^ 
time  from  you;  I  am  glad  to  sec  you;  you  are  my  pretty 
wife,  and  a  brave  man  always  loves  to  see  a  prett}'  woman." 
Maliaskah  went  on  to  Washington,  accompanied  by  his 
"pretty  wife,"  llant-che-wai-me,  who  recei\'ed  many  pres- 
ents, but  saw  many  things  of  which  she  disapprove'd.  When 
she  returned  she  assembled  the  matrons  and  maidens  of  the 
tribe,  and  warned  them  against  the  vices  and  follies  of  their 
white  sisters.  This  good  Indian  woman  was  killed  by  be- 
ing accidentally  thrown  from  her  horse  some  time  after  her 
return  from  Washington.  In  1834,  Mahaskah  was  also 
killed,  about  sixty  miles  from  his  home,  on  the  Nodaway,  by 
an  enemy  who  took  a  cowardly  advantage  of  him.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  about  fifty  years  of  age.  After 
his  death  all  his  surviving  wnves  went  into  mourning  and 
poverty,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  tribe,  except  one 
named  Mis-so-rah-tar-ra-haw  (Female  deer  that  bounds  over 
the  prairie),  who  refused  to  the  end  of  her  life  to  be  com- 
forted, saying  that^  her  husband  "  was  a  great  brave,  and 
was  killed  by  dogs,"  meaning  low,  vulgar  fellows. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mahaskah,  his  son,  of  the  same 
name,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  became  the  chief  of 
the  lowas.  His  mother  was  Rant-che-wai-me,  whose  tragic 
death  is  mentioned  above.  He  also  visited  Washington  in 
the  winter  of  1836-7,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress 
for  injustice  which  he  claimed  had  been  done  to  his  people 
by  the  government,  in  failing  to  keep  intruders  from  their 
lands,  and  in  disregarding  other  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
made  with  his  father  in  1825. 

The  lowas,  next  to  the  Sioux,  were  once  the  most  numer- 
ous and  pow^erful  of  all  the  tribes  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  rivers.  But  before  leaving  the  "Beautiful 
Land"  to  join  their  fortunes  wdth  other  remnants  of  their 
race  beyond  the  Missouri,  they  were  reduced  by  wars, 
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whisky,  and  small-pox,  to  about  one  thousand  three  hundred 
Bonis. 

It  must  have  been  about  the  year  1824  when  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  who  had  previously  inhabited  tlje  country  on  Kock 
river,  in  the  present  state  of  Illinois,  began  to  make  en- 
croachments ui)on  the  lowas,  under  the  renowned  chief, 
Bhick  Ilawk.  In  a  great  battle  fought  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Des  Moines  river,  near  the  present  village  of  lowaville, 
in  Davis  county,  the  lowas  were  vanquislied,  and  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  took  possession  of  their  hunting  grounds.  Then 
the  lowas  sullenly  moved  towards  the  west,  and  finally 
passed  beyond  the  Missouri.  V/hcn  civilization  began  to 
dawn  along  our  eastern  border,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  were 
the  occupants  of  the  soil  in  all  the  eastern  and  southern  por- 
tions of  the  territory,  while  the  warlike  Sioux  held  undis- 
puted possession  of  the  northern  portion,  about  the  head 
waters  of  the  Des  Moines  and  the  lakes.  After  the  close 
of  the  "  Black  Hawk  war,"  in  1833,  the  power  of  Black 
Hawk  waned,  and  his  rival,  Keokuk,  who  had  favored  peace 
with  the  whites,  was  recognized  as  chief  of  his  nation. 
Many  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Iowa  still  remember  him 
and  his  subordinates,  ^^apello,  Appanoose,  Kishkekosh, 
Pashepahaw,  and  Hard  Fish.  Black  Hawk  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1838,  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  near  the  ^cene  of  his 
conquest  over  the  lowas. 

Perhaps  the  first  white  man  who  ever  had  the  pleasure  of 
beholding  this  ^'Beautiful  Land,"  was  Father  Louis  Hen- 
nepin, a  Franciscan  priest,  who,  as  early  as  1680,  with  two 
fur  traders,  ascended  the  Mississippi  as  fiir  as  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  which  he  so  named.  AYe  have,  however,  less 
authentic  accounts  of  one  or  two  other  voyageurs  prior  to  this 
date.  Soon  after  this  the  French  government  took  formal 
possession  of  all  this  undefined  and  unknown  region,  and  es- 
tablished trading  posts  at  several  points.  But  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  after  this,  the  country  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  natives,  and  almost  unknown  to  our  Anglo- 
Saxon  ancestors,  who  were  laying  the  foundations  of  an 
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empire  alon^  the  Athinlic  sea-l)oard.  On  the  22(1  of  Septem- 
ber, 1788,  a  Frenchman  named  Julien  Dubuque,  wljo  had 
an  Indian  wife,  made  a  purchane  from  the  Indians,  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  trading  at  tlie  phice  where  the  im[)ort- 
ant  city  that  bears  his  name  is  now  located.  Others  after- 
ward engaged  in  mining  lead  at  the  same  place,  forming 
the  nucleus  of  the  first  white  settlement  within  the  limits  of 
Iowa.  On  the  30th  of  March,  1790,  Louis  Ilonori' obtained 
permission  from  the  Spanish  government  to  establish  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines," 
for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians.  This  place 
was  subsequently  known  as  Montrose,  and  is  situated  a 
short  distance  above  Keokuk.  Honori  built  houses,  plant- 
ed an  orchard,  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land.  This  was  the 
next  white  settlement  in  Iowa,  if  indeed  that  can  be  called 
a  settlement,  which  was  only  a  grant  for  the  purpose  of 
trading  with  the  Indians. 

In  1832,  immediately  after  what  is  known  as  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase,"  being  the  first  purchase  of  lands  from  In- 
dians in  Iowa,  a  few  w^hite  persons  began  to  settle  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  A  military  post  was  estab- 
lished at  Montrose,  and  the  place  was  called  "Fort  Des 
Moines."  It  remained  a  military  post  until  1837,  when  the 
troops  were  removed  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  Traces  of  the 
primitive  occupancy  of  Iowa  soil  at  this  point  by  the  white 
man  are  still  visible,  and  there  are  those  who  remember  the 
old  apple  trees  at  Montrose,  planted  by  Honori  seventy 
years  ago. 

Iowa  remained  from  1836  to  1846  a  separate  territory, 
during  which  time  the  office  of  governor  was  held  by  Rob- 
ert Lucas,  John  Chambers,  and  James  Clarke.  Congress 
made  provision,  by  an  act  approved  ]\Iarch  3d,  1845,  for  its 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  with  boundaries  quite 
at  variance  with  those  finally  established.  By  this  law  the 
state  was  to  extend  north  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  passing 
through  the  Mankato,  or  Blue  Earth  river,  in  the  present 
state  of  Minnesota,  and  west  to  the  meridian  of  17°  30' 
37 
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west  from  Washington.  Tliis  wentcrn  boundary  would 
very  nearly  corrcRpond  to  the  line  Ijelween  the  lu-e.^ent 
counties  of  Kinggold  and  Taylor,  and  its  adoj)tion  would 
have  deprived  our  state  of  all  that  fertile  portion  denomi- 
nated the  "  Missouri  Slope."  In  October,  1844,  a  constitu- 
tional convention  had  been  held  at  Iowa  City,  and  a  consti- 
tution framed  which  embraced  boundaries  far  more  exten- 
sive than  those  of  the  present  state,  taking  in  much  ,of  tlie 
southern  portion  of  the  present  state  of  Minnesota.  The 
people  of  the  territory  disapproved  of  the  reduction  of  these 
boundaries  by  Congress,  and  at  the  election  held  August  4, 
1846,  rejected  the  constitution  —  the  vote  being  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  for,  and  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty-six  against  it  In  1846,  Congress 
proposed  the  present  boundary  lines,  and  another  consti- 
tutional convention  convened  at  Iowa  City,  on  the  4th  of 
May  of  this  year.  A  session  of  fifteen  days  resulted  in  the 
framing  of  the  constitution,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
people  at  an  election  held  August  3,  1846 — the  popular 
vote  this  time  being  nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two for,  and  nine  thousand  and  thirty-six  against  the 
constitution.  This  constitution  was  agreed  to  by  Congress, 
and  on  the  28th  of  December  of  the  same  year,  Iowa  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  state. 


GILMAU  rOLSOM. 


FROM  the  Iowa  City  State  Press  we  copy  the  fol]o\\nng 
sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Oilman  Folsom,  who 
died  at  his  residence,  near  Iowa  City,  July  15,  1872:  — 

"At  three  o'clock  on  last  Monday  occurred  the  death  of 
one  of  the  first  of  our  pioneer  settlers,  and  one  who,  in 
ability  and  acquirements,  was  foremost  of  our  citizens, — 
Hon.  Oilman  Folsom.    lie  was  born  at  Dorchester,  Xew 
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Hampshire,  April  7,  1818,  and  at  his  deatli  hiul  roac-lu'd  Oie 
age  of  fifty-four  years,  three  Tnonlli.s,  and  eiglit  day.-;.  In 
his  early  youth  lie  gave  such  indications  of  precocious  nat- 
ural gifts  that  his  education  was  carefully  attended  to,  and 
he  improved  each  advantage  with  an  industry  that  encour- 
aged every  effort  to  give  him  the  best  culture  possible.  His 
course  in  the  schools  terminated  at  an  age  when  the  young 
men  of  to-day  are  mostly  commencing  their  college  courses, 
in  the  noted  school  founded  at  ISTorwich,  Vermont,  by  Capt. 
Alden  Partridge,  former  superintendent  of  West  Point  mil- 
itary academy.  This  school  subsequently  grew  into  Xor- 
wich  University,  and  its  founder,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1854,  laid  the  foundations  of  the  noted  military  institutions 
of  Virginia  and  Mississippi. 

Leaving  his  Abna  Mater,  Mr.  Folsom  prosecuted  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  a 
noted  jurist  of  New  Hampshire,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Haverhill.  At  that  time 
the  west,  though  far  less  accessible  than  now,  was  the  Mec- 
ca of  every  young  man's  hope,  and  the  new  territory  of 
Iowa  was  just  beginning  to  draw  from  New  England,  that 
immigration  w^hich  gave  to  our  early  councils,  to  our  bench, 
bar,  and  pulpit  so  many  cultured  men,  to  the  subduing  of 
our  wild  acres  so  many  strong  arms,  and  to  the  rude  homes 
of  that  day  so  many  noble  women,  that  by  their  firesides 
laid  the  deep  foundation  of  our  state's  best  good,  in  the 
characters  of  their  children. 

"To  the  west  the  young  lawyer  turned  his  face,  and  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Iowa  City  early  in  1841.  Here  he  was 
soon  selected  as  a  man  of  mark  and  promise.  Cheerfully 
sharing  all  the  privations  of  the  times  with  the  rudest  pio- 
neer, his  great  acquirements  and  transcendent  talent  placed 
him  foremost  in  a  galaxy  of  able  men,  all  of  whom  he  sur- 
vived. Of  these,  Judge  James  P.  Carleton,  the  late  Senator 
Grimes,  and  Judge  Joseph  Williams,  members  of  his  own 
profession,  were  in  turn  his  colleagues  and  competitors,  or 


800 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[OCTOBER, 


from  tlio  bench  ])iirticipato(l  witli  liini  in  tlic  trial  of  most 
of  tlio  noted  eases  in  our  early  history,    Tluy  lire  all  gone. 

"Entering-  polities,  Mr.  Folsoiu,  I'roni  the  stump,  and  for 
some  time  by  his  pen,  m  the  editorial  eolunms  of  the  old 
Iowa  Capitol  Ilcportcr,  fought  un  able  battle  against  tlie  Whig 
party  of  that  day,  and  was  for  two  sueccssive  terms  made 
a  mond)cr  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  this  county. 
In  the  councils  of  the  young  state  his  great  abilities  were 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  creation  of  our  early  statutes,  and 
the  formation  of  our  system  of  jurisprudence.  The  code 
of  1851,  which  as  a  system  of  laws  was  far  in  advance  of  tliat 
of  many  an  older  state,  was  the  joint  product  of  the  labors  of 
himself  and  James  W.  Grimes,  and  in  our  later  codes  many 
of  the  legal  landmarks  reared  by  their  hands  stand  as  fixed 
boundaries  in  the  midst  of  change  which  surges  in  vain 
against  them. 

"On  the  election  of  Pierce,  in  1852,  Mr.  Folsom  was  ap- 
pointed receiver  of  the  federal  land  office  in  this  city,  which 
place  he  held  until  the  removal  of  the  office.  His  colleague, 
as  register,  was  the  Hon.  John  Clark,  whose  death  occurred 
last  summer,  and  the  two  were,  respectively,  the  successors 
of  Hugh  D.  Downey  and  Easton  Morris,  who  had  held  the 
land  office  under  Fillmore,  and  who  are  both  long  since 
dead. 

"  This  service  terminated  Mr.  Folsom's  public  career,  and 
he  devoted  himself  assiduously  thenceforth  to  the  large  es- 
tate accumulated  in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profess- 
ion, and  by  the  eligible  investments  which  a  man  of  such 
prudent  foresight  found  on  every  hand  in  the  early  days. 
Throughout  his  professional  career  he  had  been  peerless  in 
its  practice.  As  a  writer,  the  state  furnished  no  opponent 
bold  enough  to  brave  his  pen.  As  a  legislator,  he  rose  to 
the  full  height  of  a  statesman.  In  his  later  life,  long  after 
he  had  abandoned  the  active  practice  of  law,  and  was  beset 
by  physical  infirmities,  he  returned  occasionally  to  the  man- 
agement of  important  cases,  and  at  such  times  his  effi)rts, 
before  bench  or  jury,  were  characterized  by  a  depth  of  le- 
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gal  acumen  and  a  wealth  of  claHrfical  illuHlralion  that  re- 
called the  vigor  of  liin  youth,  and  were  worthy  to  rank  be- 
fiide  the  eilbrts  of  the  greatest  of  American  lawyerri. 

"Mr.  Folsom  was  married  in  18-13,  to  Miss  Arthur,  who, 
with  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  survives  Ijiin. 

"To  mourn  tlie  dead,  there  came  to-day,  otliers  beside 
those  whose  consanguinity  gave  license  to  their  tears,  for  he 
was  a  man  of  tender  heart  and  free  hand,  and  his,  charity 
was  broad  as  his  culture. 

"So  has  slept  from  his  activity  a  man  great  in  genius  and 
culture,  adorned  by  mental  gifts  of  peerless  brilliancy, 
author  of  deeds  all  worthy  of  abiUty  so  exalted,  and  the 
places  in  public  station  and  private  life  he  was  so  qualified 
to  fill,  are  vacant,  and  await  the  coming  of  occupants  who 
can  walk  upon  that  higher  plane,  pressed  by  his  feet  as 
their  native  path," 


DAVENPORT. 


THE  Davenport  Bemoa^at^  some  mouths  ago,  contained 
the  following  allusions  to  the  rise  and  development  of 
that  city :  — 

"  Three-and-thirty  years  ago,  just  a  generation  back,  there 
were  but  few  people  on  this  handsome  town  site.  Only  a 
few  months  before  Judge  Cook  had  been  ferried  across  the 
river  by  Indians,  and  Harvey  Leonard  had  not  yet  taken 
forcible  possession  of  a  cabin  to  shelter  himself  and  family, 
after  wheeling  all  his  earthly  possessions  to  its  door  on  a 
borrowed  wheelbarrow.  Our  hill-sides  were  beautifully 
graded  slopes,  noble  trees  dotted  their  surface,  and  the  riv- 
er's edge  touched  the  bank  without  any  intervening  mias- 
matic marsh.  A  handsome  place  for  a  town  was  recog- 
nized. 
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**For  a  loii<^  liino  Diiven])ort  wur  only  t]jouL';lit.  of  as  a 
remarkably  fine  situation  for  a  ftuninior  resort.  Visitors  fi-om 
St.  Louis  came  liere  to  enjoy  the  Leautifiil  Hceriery  aljout 
Hock  Island  and  Fort  Armstrong.  Angling  and  shooting 
brought  marvellous  results,  so  abundant  were  fish  and  game. 
A  chosen  few  understood  the  capacity  of  the  spot  to  afford 
quiet  enjoyment,  and  year  after  year  it  was  improved.  The 
country  round  began  to  settle.  Davenport  also  began  to 
grow,  but  as  yet  was  surpassed  by  her  elder  sister,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  Stephenson,  or  Kock  Island.  Di- 
rectly, that  eastern  enterprise  which  has  recently  spanned 
the  continent,  and  wdiich  then  was  just  commencing  to  de- 
monstrate its  energy  and  strength,  showed  its  penetrating 
head-light  to  Black  Hawk's  tower,  and  the  old  fort  at  the 
foot  of  the  Island.  AAvakening  from  a  kind  of  dreamy  ex- 
istence, all  became  life  and  bustle,  and  soon  the  locality 
comprising  the  cities  of  Davenport,  Rock  Island,  and  Mo- 
line  became  the  most  populous  of  any  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  above  St.  Louis,  and  still  remains  so. 

"Davenport  this  day  is  a  city  of  about  tv»'enty-one  thou- 
sand souls,  and  is  now  the  largest  in  Iowa.  The  half  of  the 
generation  we  have  alluded  to  has  not  passed  since  the 
great  steam  horse  has  snorted  in  our  midst.  What  she  will 
be,  how  large  and  how  strong,  when  the  other  half  is  added, 
will  depend  upon  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  our  people. 
Rock  Island  city  is  nearly  two-thirds  as  large  as  our  city, 
and  Moline  probably  nearly  one-third.  In  the  Island  local- 
ity, of  which  Fort  Armstrong  was  originally  the  center,  we 
now  embrace  a  population  of  more  than  forty  thousand  in- 
habitants." 
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THE  Dcs  Moines  Berjister^  of  October  11, 1872,  contained 
the  following  revelation  with  regard  to  the  former  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  Iowa,  which  will  most  likely  be  new 
to  many :  — 

"Some  time  since  one  of  the  editors  of  this  journal  in- 
terviewed Mr.  Gray,  an  old  pioneer,  and  gained  the  follow- 
ing information  with  reference  to  slavery  as  it  once  existed 
in  Des  Moines:  — 

"Joe  Smart,  who  was  the  interpreter  of  the  agency,  and 
who  had  married  a  Fox  squaw,  went  to  Missouri  and  pur- 
chased two  negro  women,  brought  them  here,  and  held 
them  as  slaves,  and  when  he  got  through  with  and  no  long- 
er needed  them,  he  took  them  south  and  sold  them  as  slaves. 
*Free  Iowa!'  Gloriously  free  now, — but  the  moan  of  the 
slave  and  the  prayer  of  the  oppressed  1~uivc  gone  up  to  hea- 
ven on  the  wings  of  its  air. 

"Mr.  Gray  relates  that  this  Smart  was  a  great  favorite 
with  the  Indians,  and  was  allowed  every  liberty  by  them. 
His  two  half-breed  children,  when  they  arrived  at  a  proper 
age,  were  sent  to  St.  Louis  to  attend  school,  and  the  fact 
developed  in  the  following  incident  shows  that  the  whole 
Indian  nation  took  a  deep  interest  in  these  children:  On 
the  arrival  of  the  day  wdicn  the  Indians  were  to  receive 
their  dues  from  the  government  (through  Mr.  Beech,  who 
was  then  the  Indian  agent  at  this  point),  they  all  gathered 
in  from  every  direction.  The  tribe  of  Sacs,  nu]ubering 
about  four  thousand  men,  wath  Keokuk  as  their  chief, —  and 
who  had  their  villas^e  some  four  miles  below  town, — were 
on  hand,  clamorous  for  money,  as  w^ell  as  Poweshiek,  with 
his  three  thousand  people,  whose  main  town  was,  at  that 
time,  on  the  Skunk,  some  eighteen  miles  distant.  Some 
eighty  thousiind  dollars  had  arrived  to  meet  this  payment, 
but  by  some  'hook  or  crook'  the  two  traders  named  Ewing 
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and  Pliclps  received  Hixty  llioiiHand  dollars  of  this  snru. 
While  the  Indians  were  coni^-regiited,  all  '  wailiiii^  tl)(;ir  turn 
at  the  pack/  Keokuk  arose  and  made  a  spcccli,  saying  that 
*  Smart  was  one  of  them  —  he  had  married  one  of  their 
squaws  —  he  lived  happily  wiih  hor  —  had  raised  children 
by  her — these  cliihlren  liad  tlie  blood  of  the  Indian  in  their 
veins — they  were  the  idols  of  the  tribe — and  now  that 
their  father  had  sent  them  away  to  white  men's  schoorls,  the 
Indians  should  take  a  pride  :n  them  more  than  ever.'  In 
closing  his  speech  lie  said  that  Smart  must  be  given  one  of 
the  boxes  of  money  —  containing  one  thousand  dollars. 
The  whole  tribes  assented  without  a  grunt.  Old  Poweshiek 
eat  by,  demurely  smoking  his  pipe,  and  like  the  rest,  acqui- 
esced in  the  gift;  but  as  Keokuk  sat  down  he  arose  and 
said:  *The  Fox  Indian  was  as  generous  as  the  Sac — and 
although  Smart  had  taken  his  squaw  fj-om  the  Sacs,  still 
the  half-breed  children's  Indian  blood  called  for  a  box  of 
the  Foxes'  silver,  as  well  as  the  Sacs' — and  they  should 
have  it.'  Keokuk  tried  to  dissuade  them  from  their  pur- 
pose, but  old  Poweshiek  gained  his  point,  and  Smart  the 
silver." 


JOHN  M.  PERRY. 


BY  P.  M.  CASSADY,  DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 


JOHN  M.  PERRY,  an  attorney  at  law,  came  to  this 
state  in  the  year  1846  or  1847,  from  Ohio.  With  what 
success  as  a  ipractitioner  in  the  Buckeye  State,  how  he  con- 
ducted himself  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  while  practicing 
there,  what  opportunities  for  improving  himself,  or  the  tri- 
als and  difHcidties  under  which  he  labored  prior  to  his  im- 
migration here,  I  am  unable  to  state.    My  object  is  to  com- 
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nicnce  with  hiB  career  as  a  citizen  of  Iowa,  tljinkin^  tliat  a 
flliort  statement  ol'  his  course,  the  oiWvA'.H,  he  held,  Iji.s  con- 
duct and  hahits,  might  he  of  interest  to  tlie  early  pioneers, 
and  a  lesson  to  tlie  young  memhers  of  the  har  ol'  Iowa. 

He  settled  first  at  Bloomhcld,  Davis  county,  then  called 
the  cnpital  of  "Harry  jSTation,"  and  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  lie  very  rapidly  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
people,  and  became  known  by  the  name  of.  Santa  Anna, 
and  was  making  a  good  reputation ;  but  prosperity  seemed 
to  be  a  disadvantage  to  him,  for  he  became  dissi])ated  v/hcn- 
ever  success  seemed  to  await  him, —  a  failing  he  no  doubt 
brought  with  him.  His  clients  became  dissatisfied,  and  he, 
disgusted  with  his  conduct,  resolved  to  quit  drinking,  make 
a  new  start,  and  be  a  better  man.  He  selected  as  his  new 
field  in  which  to  carry  out  his  late  resolutions,  tlie  enter- 
prising and  live  town  of  Oskaloosa,  the  seat  of  justice  of 
proud  Mashaska.  He  seemed  no  better  in  his  new  position, 
and  after  pursuing  a  similar  course  to  that  while  in  Dans 
county,  he  decided  to  pull  up  stakes  and  try  again  in  an- 
other location.  In  the  spring  of  1848,  he  came  to  Des 
Moines,  then  known  as  Fort  Des  Moines.  He  was  quite 
successful  in  getting  a  start,  but  not  so  much  so  in  living 
up  to  his  resolutions.  On  his  arrival  at  Des  Moines,  he  was 
without  money  and  had  but  very  little  to  wear,  and  in  these 
circumstances  he  remained,  for  he  spent  what  money  he 
could  obtain  for  "drink."  While  at  Oskaloosa,  he  made 
a  good  reputation  as  a  new  country  la\vA'er,  and  because  of 
this  he  was  invited  by  some  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  that 
town  to  assist  them  in  their  cases  during  the  tall  term  of 
court  of  the  year  1848,  which  he  accepted,  and  I  understand 
gave  general  satisfiictioii.  He  also  remained  sober  while  em- 
ployed by  them.  On  his  return  to  Des  Moines,  he  soon 
spent  what  money  he  had  accumulated  by  his  dissipation 
and  extravagant  ways. 

One  da}^,  about  the  middle  of  i^overaber,  1848,  Perry 
stepped  into  my  office  and  stated  that  Senators  Harbour,  of 
Mahaska,  and  Selman,  of  Davis,  were  his  friends  and  would 
39 
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support  him  for  the  oflico  of  rfocrotary  oftlie  Horiato,  and  do- 
sired  to  know  if  I  woul<l  also^ivo  him  my  support.  J  tried 
to  diReoiirago  liim  in  every  way,  but  lie  repHed  tliat  all  he 
wanted  me  to  do  wan  to  vote  for  him  on  the  caucus,  as  tlio 
Senators  before  named  would  electioneer  for  him.  I  had 
never  been  .'it  Iowa  City,  the  capital,  and  was  entirely  un- 
acquainted with  the  membery  of  the  senate,  and  did  not 
want  Perry,  as  a  rejiresentative  from  Polk  county,  to  be  a 
candidate  for  that  oHice  or  any  other.  The  interview  only 
lasted  a  few  minutes,  but  I  thou<^ht  I  had  said  sullicient  to 
discourage  and  keep  him  from  going  to  the  capital  for  that 
purpose.  I  also  thought  that  he  would  not  have  funds 
enough  to  pay  expenses  there,  nor  clothes  suitable  to  wear, 
but  in  these  matters  I  was  disappointed,  for  when  the  time 
arrived  for  starting,  the  latter  part  of  iS'ovemljer,  Perry 
made  his  appearance  and  took  a  seat  in  the  hack,  the  only 
public  conveyance  we  had  at  that  time,  and  said  he  would  go 
as  far  as  Oskaloosa  at  any  rate.  The  usually  travelled  route 
at  that  time  from  Des  Moines  to  Iowa  City,  was  via  Oskaloo- 
sa, Sigourney,  and  Washington. 

His  personal  appearance  was  by  no  means  prepossessing, 
as  he  appeared  always  very  slovenly  and  dirty.  However, 
on  the  morning  of  our  departure  he  appeared  unusually  so, 
and  I  will  try  to  describe  him:  He  was  six  feet  and  three 
inches  in  height,  a  dark  complexion,  coal  black  eyes,  and 
black  hair.  He  had  lost  one  of  his  legs  before  he  came  to 
the  state,  and  used  a  crutch,  from  whence  he  got  his  name, 
^*  Santa  Anna."  The  shirt  he  had  on  was  very  dirty,  and 
looked  as  if  he  had  worn  it  for  iive  or  six  weeks  without 
having  it  washed,  his  coat  was  ragged,  on  his  head  an  old 
slouchy  hat,  no  overc9at.  The  day  was  not  very  cold,  and 
by  wrapping  the  robes  about  him  he  got  along  without  suf- 
fering much.  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  Senator  Harbour 
soon  after  our  arrival  in  Oskaloosa,  and  told  him  the  situa- 
tion of  Perry,  also  said  we  must  prevent  him  from  going  to 
the  city.  He  supposed  we  could  easily  do  so.  The  next 
morning  an  open  wagon  with  three  seats  and  four  horses  at- 
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tached,  wiis  rciidy  to  (convey  tlio  passengers  to  Jown  City,  a 
two  days  tri}>.  J*erry  made  hin  a})[)earaiice  ;iiid  actually  <^ot 
ill  the  wai!;on,  remarking  ^'that  lie  was  determined  to  go  to 
the  City,  tliat  lie  had  some  friends  there  wlio  would  assist 
him  to  funds,  and  perhaps  he  would  locate  there." 

The  morning  was  colder  than  the  day  hefore,  with  an  out- 
look that  we  would  have  some  rough  weather  before  reach- 
ing the  city.  The  party  was  not  well  satisiied  w\i\i  the  ar- 
rangements, but  as  there  was  no  otlier  way  to  get  to  the  City, 
had  to  take  things  as  they  presented  themselves.  However, 
Perry  knowing  the  feelings  of  the  party,  concluded  to  make 
himself  agreeable  if  possible.  Being  familiar  with  the  works 
of  Shakspeare,  Byron,  and  Burns,  he  commenced  quoting 
from  these  authors,  and  in  addition,  telling  anecdotes,  suc- 
ceeded in  amusing  and  interesting  the  party  to  some  extent. 
On  our  arrival  at  Iowa  City,  we  stopped  at  the  old  Swan 
House,  kept  by  Mr.  Saunders.  Perry  was  not  permitted  to 
eat  at  the  ''first  table,"  and  at  night  was  compelled  to  sleep 
on  some  old  rags  in  a  closet,  in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  the 
landlord  saying,  "that  he  was  to  dirty  and  ragged  to  sleep 
in  one  of  his  beds."  The  trip  had  not  improved  his  per- 
sonal appearance,  and  his  wardrobe  remained  the  same, 
wear  and  tear  excepted,  as  when  he  started. 

On  Saturday  before  the  meeting  of  the  gener^al  assembly, 
as  Perry  had  not  succeeded  in  getting  any  money,  Senator 
Harbour  and  myself  went  to  a  clothing  store  on  the  east  of 
the  capital  square,  now  the  campus  of  the  university,  and  in- 
troduced ourselves.  We  said  we  wanted  to  get  a  suit  of 
clothes,  on  time,  for  a  one-legged  man,  and  then  described 
Perry  as  near  as  possible.  He  consented  to  let  us  have 
them.  Money  was  nearly  as  scarce  with  us  as  mth  Perry, 
and  as  we  did  not  expect  any  from  the  state  until  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  general  assembly,  and  then  only  a  war- 
rant which  would  sell  for  about  ninety  cents  on  the  dollar, 
we  were  inclined  to  hold  what  we  had  for  current  expenses. 
However,  we  gave  him  (Perry)  enough  to  p:iy  the  barber 
for  trimming  his  hair  and  shaving  him,  and  directed  him 
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where  to  get  the  clothes.  I  gave  liim  one  of  my  h\\ivU.  Af- 
ter he  liJid  iiiade  the  change,  his  personal  aj)y)earance  was 
very  mucli  improved.  The  same  day  lie  made  a  ph'dge  to 
Senators  Ilarhour,  Selman,  and  niysell',  that  from  tliis  time 
he  woald  refrain  from  using  intoxicating  liquors,  and  re- 
quested us  to  support  him  for  the  secretaryship.  We  told 
him  we  were  fearful  he  would  not  stick  to  his  pledge.  lie 
affirmed  that  he  would,  and  begged  us  to  do  sometlring  for 
him.  I  oflered  to  pay  his  expenses  to  Oskaloosa  or  Des 
Moines  if  he  would  go,  but  ho  would  not. 

There  were  two  or  three  other  candidates  for  the  office  of 
secretary,  all  of  whom  laughed  at  Perry  and  said  he  would 
get  but  one  vote.  C.  C.  Rockwell  was  the  only  formidable 
candidate.  The  caucus  came  off  ;  Senator  Selman  was  nom- 
inated for  president  of  the  senate,  and  as  Perry  had  received 
BIX  of  the  eleven  democratic  votes  cast,  was  declared  nomi- 
nated on  the  first  ballot.  C.  C.  Kockwell  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  office  of  assistant  secretary.  The  night 
following  the  caucus,  Saunders,  the  landlord,  gave  Perry  a 
bed  and  permitted  him  to  eat  at  the  first  table.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  December  5, 1848,  he  was  elected,  receiving  the 
entire  democratic  vote,  eleven  in  all.  The  whig  senators 
voted  for  John  B.  Russell.  Rockwell  received  all  the  votes 
cast  for  assistant  secretary.  Perry  acted  as  secretary  until 
Thursday  noon.  So  far  he  did  not  give  satisfaction,  neither 
was  Rockwell  pleased,  for  he  was  disappointed  in  not  get- 
ting the  place.  The  senators  also  who  supported  Rockwell 
were  dissatisfied,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  to  get 
dear  of  him.  There  was  trouble  likely  to  arise,  and  finally 
to  put  an  end  to  the  matter,  Senator  Espy,  a  democrat  from 
Lee  county,  moved  that  C.  C.  Rockwell  be  appointed  secre- 
tary and  John  M.  Perry  assistant  secretary  of  the  senate, 
which  was  adopted.  The  secretaries  changed  places,  were 
sworn  in,  and  entered  upon  the  du-^.ies  of  tlieir  respective 
places.  Perry  served  during  the  session,  and  was  able  at 
the  close  to  pay  his  board,  but  wanted  a  reduction  for  the 
time  he  sk^pt  on  the  rags  and  had  to  eat  at  the  second  table; 
he  also  paid  for  the  clothes. 


1872.] 


JOHN  M.  PKIUIY. 


309 


Tlie  motivCB  that  prompted  the  fiix  senators  who  nomina- 
ted Perry  in  the  caucus,  were  good.  They  believed  tluit  Ijy 
giving  him  the  place,"  it  might  be  the  means  of  restoring 
bim  in  the  community,  and  keep  him  i'rom  the  unfortunate 
habit  which  had  so  nearly  ruined  him.  Several  newnpa})ers 
not  appreciating  or  knowing  the  motives  of  those  who  liad 
supported  Perry,  contained  articles  censuring  the  democratic 
senators  for  electing  bim,  and  were  particularly  'severe  on 
me. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  Perry  returned  to  Des  Moines 
to  continue  the  practice  of  law.  Tie  was  soon  married  and 
joined  the  Methodist  church.  Shortly  after  was  elected  and 
served  as  prosecuting  attorney  for  Polk  county.  He  formed 
a  co-partnership  with  Hon.  G.  Bates,  and  with  this  new 
firm  business  steadily  increased,  and  his  whole  course  indi- 
cated that  he  would  make  a  success.    At  the  term  of 

the  Polk  county  district  court,  1852,  while  in  partnership  as 
stated  above,  Hon.  Lewis  Todhunter,  an  attorney  at  law, 
filed  in  court  an  accusation  against  Perry,  charging  that  he 
destroyed,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  respect  due  the  court,  by 
insulting  language  to  the  judge  while  ofiicially  occupied; 
that  he  disobeyed  an  ofhcial  order  of  the  court;  that  for  the 
purpose  of  sustaining  a  certain  cause  confided  to  him,  he 
employed  other  means  than  those  which  were  consistent 
with  truth,  and  voluntarily  became  a  w^itness,  and  as  such, 
swore  to  statements  that  were  not  true;  that  he  had  tried  to 
mislead  the  court  by  a  false  statement  of  facts,  and  that  he 
had  been  guilt}'  of  using  ofiensive  personalities  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  said  court,  by  calling  said  Todhunter  a 
liar,  during  the  sitting  and  within  the  bar  of  the  court.  The 
defendant  filed  a  demurrer,  specifying  that  the  charges  were 
too  general,  which  was  overruled  and  judgment  rendered, 
finding  the  said  Perry  guilty  of  the  charges  in  said  accusa- 
tion. The  case  was  taken  to  the  supreme  court  and  reversed 
at  the  November  term  of  said  court,  in  1852,  held  at  Des 
Moines.  As  soon  as  the  decision  of  the  district  court  was 
announced,  finding  Perry  guilty  of  the  charges,  he  inime- 
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diatcly  bccime  intoxiciitcd  aud  returned  to  liis  old  haljils  of 
diasipation.  His  wile  did  not  seem  to  liave  any  more  inllu- 
enco  over  liim;  the  etrorls  ol' tlie  Cliristiari  men  and  women 
were  unavailin<z:.  Nothin<i,'  eould  be  done  to  induee  him  to 
return  to  his  duty  and  stop  drirdcin^^.  lie  soon  disposed  of 
the  property  he  liad  accumulated,  and  buying  a  CaUforuia 
outiit,  started  with  liis  wife  foj  the  Golden  State. 

When  they  arrived  at  Salt  Lake  City,  his  wife  found-some 
relatives  who  prevailed  upon  her  to  remain  and  not  contin- 
ue the  journey,  as  his  babbits  were  so  bad  he  would  be  un- 
able to  do  anything  in  California,  and  she  would  be  left  des- 
titute if  she  continued  with  him.  Perry  managed  by  some 
means  to  get  to  California,  and  soon  settled  in  some  new 
town,  but  did  not  succeed  in  his  profession,  being  too  nearly 
used  up.  He  was  found  dead  one  morning  in  an  alley  where 
he  had  fallen  sometime  during:  the  nii>:ht.  Stran;?ers  bur- 
ied  him  not  knowing  him  only  as  a  straggler  and  an  out- 
cast. This  is  the  unfortunate  end  of  one  who  could  have 
been  a  useful  member  of  society  if  it  had  not  been  for  his 
dissipations.  His  is  not  the  only  case  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Iowa.  A  great  many  became  addicted  to  the  use  of  intox- 
icating drinks.  Among  them  are  to  be  found  lawyers,  politi- 
cians, and  business  men  of  every  class,  and  nearly  every 
town  has  its  examples. 


THE  PIOTTEEES  OF  OEDAE  OOUNTY. 


WE  find  the  following  account  of  a  recent  pleasant 
gathering  of  the  Old  Settlers  of  Cedar  county, 
published  in  the  Cedar  Post  and  Tipton  Adcertiser — two 
excellent  weekly  journals,  which,  though  constantly  warring 
with  each  other,  agree  in  the  importance  of  filing  for  binding 
in  the  Historical  liooms,  copies  of  their  respective  issues  — 
an  example  which  we  wish  were  more  generally  foUow'ed  by 
their  contem])oraries  in  Iowa: — 
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At  a  moelinn^  of  tin;  old  Kcttlors  of  Codar  county,  held 
pursuant  to  notice,  on  Wednesday,  September  4th,  1872,  at 
the  court  liouse  in  'J'ijdon,  William  Baker,  I'^sq.,  wa.s  called 
to  tlic  chair,  and  William  11.  Tuthill  desig-nated  as  secretary. 
The  committee  a[>|)ointed  at  a  [)revioii3  meeting  to  prepare 
a  Constitution  for  the  Association,  rei>orted  the  following: 

Whereas,  By  the  blessings  of  a  kind  Providence,  we,  tlie 
surviving  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  Cedar  county,  whose 
lives  have  been  graciously  prolonged  through  the  privations 
and  toils  of  the  past,  to  enjoy  the  prosperity  and  peace  of  the 
present;  being  admonished  by  the  onward  course  of  time 
that  our  nuniber  is  gradually  diminishing,  and  that  in  a  few 
short  years  we  wdll  also  be  called  away  from  the  scenes  of 
our  struggles  and  triumphs;  beheving  that  it  would  be  in- 
structive and  beneficial  to  the  rising  generation  to  preserve 
the  historic  incidents  of  that  early  settlement  of  our  county, 
that  has  so  steadily  and  vigorously  grown  and  culminated 
in  such  wide-spread  and  universal  prosperity ;  and  feeling 
that  the  cherished  memories  of  the  past  are  links  that  bind 
us  together  in  fraternal  communion, — do  now  organize  our- 
selves as  a  Pioneer  Association,  and  make,  ordain,  and 
establish  the  following  Constitution  : — 

ARTICLE  I. — name. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  Old  Settlers  Association  of  Cedar  County. 

article  II. — OFFICERS. 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  six  Vice  Presi- 
dents, Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

article  IIL — DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Association,  and  shall  have  power  to  call  special 
meetings  whenever  necessary,  or  when  requested  to  do  so 
by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  senior  Vice  President  shall  perform  his  duties. 
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Sliic.  3.  The  Socretiiry  nhall  nuike  a  faithful  rocord  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  Associution,  and  keep  a  register 
called  the  "Pioneer  Record,"  in  which  shall  be  entered  tho 
names,  date  of  birth,  place  of  nativity,  time  of  settlement 
in  the  county,  and  date  and  place  of  death  of  each  member, 
when  such  death  shall  occur. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  the  finances 
and  render!  an  account  thereof  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  oflice. 

Sec.  5.  The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually,  and  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or 
until  the  next  ensuing  annual  meeting.  The  election  shall 
be  by  ballot,  unless  otlierwise  agreed  upon. 

ARTICLE  IV. — COMMITTEES. 

Sec.  1.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  Tresident-elect 
shall  appoint  an  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  all  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  next  ensuing  Annual  Festival. 

Sec.  2.  The  President,  at  the  same  time,  shall  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  members,  to  select  a  suitable  person 
to  deliver  an  address  at  the  next  succeeding  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. — MEMBERS. 

Sec.  1.  All  persons  of  good  moral  character,  who  were 
residents  of  Cedar  county  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1841,  and  the  wives  or  husbands  of  such  persons, 
are  eligible  to  membership. 

Sec.  2.  The  names  of  persons  proposed  for  membership 
shall  be  handed  in,  in  writing,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
for  examination,  who  shall  report  at  the  same  meeting,  and 
if  such  report  be  favorable,  the  application  shall  be  voted 
upon  by  the  Association,  and  the  applicant  shall  be  declared 
elected  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  vote  in 
the  affirmative. 

Sec.  3.  Pioneer  settlers  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  and 
persons  whose  luimes  may  be  connected  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  county,  may  be  elected  honorary  members  of 
this  Association. 
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Sec.  4.  Any  member  muy  bo  ex[)elled  ior  such  cjiuhc  as 
two-thinlH  of  the  members  present  at  a  regular  meeting 
may  deem  sullieient. 

article  VI. — FESTIVAL. 

There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meetino:  and  Festival  of  the 
Association  held  at  Tipton,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember of  each  year,  at  which  every  member,  and  honorary 
member,  with  their  wives  or  husbands,  are  entitled  to  at- 
tend, with  such  other  persons  who  may  be  invited  by  a  vote 
of  the  Association,  and  any  member  may  bring  a  delegate 
or  other  female  relative  in  lieu  of  his  wife. 

ARTICLE  VII. — miscellaneous. 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  furnish 
the  Secretary,  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  liis  ad- 
mission, a  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  embracing  date  and  place 
of  birth,  and  such  incidents  of  personal  experience  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  county  as  may  be  pertinent  to  the 
objects  of  this  Association,  and  may  be  deemed  proper  to 
communicate,  which  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the 
Secretary. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  practicable,  the  members  ot  this  As- 
sociation shall  attend  in  a  body,  the  funeral  of  any  dtjceased 
member,  and  as  a  token  of  respect  shall  wear  the  badge  of 
mourning  designated  by  the  Association. 

Sec.  3.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  such  meeting. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Heading  the  minutes. 

2.  Communications  and  reports  from  officers. 
8.  Reports  from  committees. 

4.  Uutinished  business. 

5.  Election. 

6.  Proposals  for  membership,  and  action  thereon. 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 
40 
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After  discuflsion  of  the  pamc,  section  hy  Bcction,  on  mo- 
tion, the  report  of  the  committee  wan  approved,  and  tlio 
Conetitution  and  rules  of  Order  unaniniounly  ado])led. 

An  election  for  ollicers  of  the  AsRociation  was  tlien  held, 
and  resulted  in  the  unaniinoun  choice  of  Henry  Ilardman, 
President;  Washington  A.  Ivighy,  John  Ferguson,  James 
Poston,  John  Safley,  Abner  Stebbens,  Samuel  P.  Iligginson, 
Vice  Presidents ;  Williarn  11.  Tuthill,  Secretary;  William 
Baker,  Treasurer. 

Upon  the  President-elect  taking  his  seat,  a  beautiful  sil- 
ver mounted  cedar  cane  was  presented  to  him  by  William 
H.  Tuthill,  with  the  following  address : — 

Mr.  President: — Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  in  being 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Old  Settlers  of  Cedar  county, 
as  their  presiding  ofHcer,  at  this,  their  first  associated  gath- 
ering. You  were  among  the  first  of  that  hardy  band  who 
pioneered  their  way  to  this  beautiful  and  fertile  portion  of 
our  western  inheritance,  at  a  time  wdien  it  was  a  lone  and 
uninhabited  wilderness.  The  changes  since  then  have  been 
truly  wonderful,  aud  seem  more  like  the  fanciful  di-eams  of 
an  enthusiast,  than  the  sober  realities  of  the  historian.  The 
progress  of  improvement,  the  constant  developement  o 
resources,  and  the  unceasing  march  of  civilization,  have 
been  so  steadily  and  untiringly  onward,  that  we  can  scarce- 
ly realize  the  fact,  that  our  county,  which  in  the  spring  of 
1836  did  not  contain  a  single  civilized  inhabitant,  has  now 
a  population  of  over  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  ranks  in 
wealth  and  standing  as  one  of  the  first  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 
How  pleasant  to  recall  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  inci- 
dents of  that  early  pioneer  life,  which  has  resulted  so  glori- 
ously, and  to  come  together,  as  we  do  at  this  time,  in  the 
spirit  of  friendship  and  good  will,  to  interchange  congratu- 
lations and  perpetuate  those  memories. 

I  now  present  you  with  the  insignia  of  your  official  sta- 
tion, to  wliich  may  properly  be  applied  the  well  known  re- 
mark made  by  our  first  representative  to  the  territorial  Legis- 
lature, which  if  not  grammatical  or  euphonious,  was,  to  say 
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the  least,  very  expressive  and  to  the  point,  that  Cedar  is  in 
that  ar  thing" — a  cane,  manufactured  from  a  native  cedar, 
cut  from  the  banks  of  the  river  that  gave  name  to  the  coun- 
ty, and  Bkillfully  fashioned  and  mounted,  with  its  appropri- 
ate inscription,  is  intended  to  be  the  badge  of  your  ofHcc, 
to  be  preserved  with  jealous  care,  and  transmitted  from 
President  to  President,  successively,  as  long  as  our  Associ- 
ation continues  to  exist. 

The  President  then  responded  in  a  very  happy  and  feel- 
ing manner,  expressive  of  his  acknowledgment  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him,  and  the  fraternal  relations  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  must  naturally  feel  to  each  other,  and 
its  gratifying  results. 

The  following  persons  were  then  announced  as  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  for  the  ensuing  year:  John  Culbertson, 
Washington  A.  Rigby,  William  M.  Knott,  Henry  D.  Brown, 
John  S.  Tuthill.  And  as  the  committee  to  provide  a  speak- 
er for  the  next  Festival :  Samuel  Yule,  Jno.  Safley,  William 
Baker. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

-  Resolved,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Association  be 
tendered  to  Hon.  William  H.  Tuthill,  for  the  beautiful  cane, 
so  appropriately  presented  by  him  to  the  President,  in  behalf 
of  the  society,  as  the  Presidential  badge  of  office. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  refreshments,  reported  that  a  dinner  had  been 
provided  by  them  at  the  Fleming  House,  for  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  that  time 
having  arrived,  a  recess  of  one  hour  was  ordered,  to  partake 
of  the  refreshments  thus  provided. 

After  enjoying  a  pleasant  dinner  at  the  Fleming  House, 
the  members  re-assembled,  at  the  Court  House,  for  social 
converse  and  narration  of  the  early  incidents  of  pioneer 
life,  which  was  participated  in  by  most  of  the  oldest  settlers, 
to  the  evident  satisfaction  and  enjoyment  of  all  present, 
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until  late  in  the  ufturiioon,  \\]\(.'.n  a  final  adjourninont  waH 
made  by  singing  "  A uld  J. an;;- Syne,"  in  which  Ihc  whole 
company  lieartily  joined. 

HENRY  HA  RDM  AN,  President. 
Wm.  11.  TuTiiiLL,  Secretary. 


THE  VAEISEED  STAGE-OOAOH. 


THE  first  vcliicle  of  the  Western  Stage  Company  that 
ever  left  Des  Moines  rolled  away  from  before  the  City 
Hotel  in  the  early  gray  of  the  morning  of  July  1,  1854, 
The  company  had  just  succeeded  to  the  franchise  of  Frink  & 
Walker's  stage  line,  a  corporation  that  ran  the  first  public 
wagons  to  Des  Moines.  Wagons — wagons  without  springs 
and  with  w^hite  muslin  tops,  drawn  by  two  horses,  arriving 
with  great  regularity  semi-occasional ly.  Their  route  was  to 
Oskaloosa  the  first  day,  to  Fairfield  the  second  day,  and  the 
third  to  Keokuk,  wdiere  they  made  close  connections  with 
America.  The  fare  was  ten  dollars  a  passenger,  and  the 
programme  provided  for  a  tri-weekly  line.  In  bad  weather 
the  programme  w^as  frequently  "  more  honored  in  the  breach 
than  in  the  observance.''  When  the  Western  Stage  Com- 
pany became  proprietors  of  the  route,  they  put  on  two-horse 
"jerkeys,"  and  operated  two  linos  from  Des  Moines  —  one 
to  Keokuk,  the  other  to  Davenport.  It  was  a  mammoth 
corporation.  One  of  the  founders  was  Mr.  E.  S.  Alvord, 
well-known  to  many  of  our  citizens.  Commencing  with  a 
few  two-horse  vehicles,  running  out  from  Indianapolis,  it 
spread  throughout  eight  great  states,  numbering  its  employes 
by  thousands,  its  property  by  millions,  and  making  its  in- 
fluence felt  in  all  the  important  political  and  business  pro- 
jects of  the  territory  wherein  it  operated. 
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The  old  corporation  was  or^^anizcd  in  1840,  and  coased  to 
oxist  on  the  1st  day  ofMuly,  1870,  when  th(i  last  stage  was 
diBpalched  fiom  Dcs  Moines  to  jndianc^la.    Some  time  in 
1855  Concord  coaches  were  suhstituted  for  jerkeys,  and 
licnceforth,  till  the  rushing  railroad  trains  caused  the  ban- 
ishment of  the  stage  variety  of  travel,  the  Ibur-horse  coach 
was  an  important  item  in  Des  Moines  life.    Daily  lines  were 
established  to  Keokuk  and  Davenport,  and  it  was  rfot  an  in- 
frequent occurrence  for  trains  of  from  six  to  twelve  coaches 
to  arrive  and  depart  between  sun  and  sun.    The  busiest 
time  was  from  1861  to  1865,  when  the  boys  were  marching 
to  the  front.    The  twenty-third  Iowa  infantry,  numbering 
one  thousand  men,  with  all  their  accoutrements  and  camp 
equipage,  were  furnished  transportation  from  here  to  Iowa 
City  in.  three  days,  without  delaying  the  regular  traveL 
During  state  convention  times,  stages  were  started  every 
two  hours,  and  three  or  four  hundred  men  were  frequently 
shipped  in  a  single  night  by  these  bi-hourly  trains.  The 
coaches  cost,  on  an  average,  one  thousand  dollars  each; 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  company,  they  have  been  sold 
as  low  as  ten  dollars,  and  for  the  worth  of  the  old  irons. 
Skunk  bottom  was  the  great  bane  of  the  Des  Moines  trav- 
eler.   It  was  a  bottom  without  a  bottom,  and  the  bottom  of 
that  had  fallen  out.    The  company  kept  yokes  of  cattle, 
with  broad  tire  wagons,  stationed  there  during  the  wet  sea- 
son, and  even  then  the  gentle  exercise  of  carrying  rails  to 
pry  up  the  coacli  was  not  an  unusual  experience.    But,  not- 
withstanding the  bad  roads,  break-downs,  and  all  the  varied 
drawbiicks  that  awaited  the  operations  of  the  Western  Stage 
Company,  their  stock  advanced  from  one  hundred  dollars 
a  share  to  two  thousand,  and  at  that  price  it  was  never  put 
on  the  market.    Of  the  men  who  were  once  employed  by 
the  company,  one  old  driver  is  now  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Iowa  senate;  another,  whom  tradition  cites  as  the  Jehu 
on  the  first  stage  that  came  to  Des  Moines,  held  for  many 
years  an  important  office  under  the  general  government, 
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and  IB  now  noted  aR  a  railroad  ])uil(ler  on  a  <^i<,'antic  Hcalc. 
One,  wlio  bandliMl  (Ik;  j-ctins  in  Oliio,  has  since  been  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa,  and  still  anotlicr  is  a  member  of  congress 
from  Indiana. —  Des  Moines  llcgister. 


AN  IOWA  NEWSPAPER  EELIO. 


THE  Dubuque  Herald  says:  "There  is  hanging,  under 
glass,  in  tlie  room  of  the  early  settlers'  association,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Childs,  secretary,  the  original  of  the  first  con- 
tract referring  to  the  first  newspaper  in  our  state.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  matter  stated  in  the  contract,  it  is  known  that 
the  late  Andrew  Keeseeker  was  the  compositor  and  printer 
of  the  first  Iowa  paper  issued.  May  11,  1836,  and  that  he 
was  one  of  the  few  men  who  could  "setup"  an  editorial 
from  his  own  brain  without  reducing  it  to  manuscript, 
though  in  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  work  at  the  "case," 
continued  for  fifty  years,  and  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  he 
worked  at  nothing  but  setting  type.  Mr.  Jones  became  a 
ready  writer  and  a  successful  editor  and  publisher  in  iTew 
Orleans,  and  died  several  years  since,  in  San  Francisco. 
Judge  King  survived  these  associates,  and  one  of  them  only 
a  year.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  contract  alluded  to  : 
*  Articles  of  agreement,  made  this  31st  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1836,  between  John  King,  of  Dubuque,  Michigan  Territory, 
and  Wm.  C.  Jones,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  witnesseth:  that 
the  said  John  Kirig  hereby  binds  himself  to  pay  to  the  said 
Wm.  C.  Jones  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
fifty  dollars  of  which  to  be  in  hand  paid,  and  the  balance  in 
sums  as  they  become  due,  on  demand,  and  further  to  pro- 
vide the  said  Wm.  C.  Jones  with  suitable  boarding  and 
lodging  during  one  year,  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
April  proximo — in  consideration  that  the  said  Wm.  C. 
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Jones  do  go  to  the  town  of  Dubuque,  in  Micliigan  Territory, 
witli  tlie  Baitl  John  King,  and  tliere,  lor  the  terniofono 
year  as  aforesaid,  do  faithlully  perforin  tlie  duties  of  fore- 
man in  the  printing  oiliee  of  the  said  John  Iving,  and  hke- 
wise  such  other  duties  in  superintending  the  pubHcation  of 
the  newspaper  as  may  he  required. 

[Signed.]  John  Kino. 

Wm.  Gary  Jones.'" 

The  Dubuque  Herald  is  the  successor,  tlirough  the  Iowa 
News  and  the  Miners'  Express,  of  the  Dubuque  Visitor  of  1836. 


EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 


 The  verses  entitled  "The  West,"  written  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Groff,  of 

Marengo,  tlioiigli  not  historical  in  character,  appear  in  our  pages,  in  re- 
spectful response  to  urgent  requests  to  this  effect,  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen of  literary  taste  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 

 The  old  settlers  of  Tama  county  perfected  an  organization  to  per- 
petuate pioneer  memories,  at  Toledo,  on  October  17th.  All  persons  who 
were  actual  settlers  of  Tama  county  September  28th,  1856,  are  eligible  to 
membershij).  The  second  Wednesday  in  June  was  fixed  as  the  time, 
and  Toledo  the  place,  for  their  annual  meetings.  Anthony  Wilkinson 
was  elected  chairman,  Frank  Davis  treasurer,  and  D.  D.  Appiegate  sec- 
retary for  the  present  year. 

 It  is  from  the  October  number  of  the  Iowa  Progress  that  we  copy 

*he  article  entitled  "  Early  Historical  Sketch  of  Iowa,"  though  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  had  its  origin  in  that  monthly. 

 This  number,  like  several  that  have  preceded  it,  is  late  in  making 

its  appearance,  but  it  is  not  so  far  behind  time  as  some  of  its  contem- 
poraries. For  instance,  the  February  (1872)  number  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Magazine  is  just  out. 
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 The  Loriim  CouiUy  Safeguard  lias  recently  been  jjublinhing  Kketches 

of  the  early  hettleinent  of  jjortioiiK  of  Louit;.'i  county.  They  are  written 
by  the  editor,  Mr.  ^Moore. 

 Wk  arc  indebtof]  to  the  })ress  of  the  fitate  j^cnorally  for  kindly 

notices  of  Tiik  Annals,  but  tlie  Adair  Courdy  Jieporltr  and  the  Tama 
County  Republican  always  place  us  under  special  obligations  to  them  in 
this  direction. 

 Mr.  Daniel  Oonnel,  an  old  settler  of  Tama  county,  writing  from 

Buckingham  to  the  Toledo  Rcpuldlcan,  suggests  a  plan  for  procuring  a 
history  of  that  county.  Let  the  history  be  written,  and  sent  to  Ti£B 
Annals  for  publication. 

 The  Burlington  ITawkcye  says  that  John  A.  Latty,  of  that  place, 

claims  to  be  the  first  born  white  citizen  of  Iowa  who  is  now  living 
within  her  boundary,  lie  having  been  born  in  Des  Moines  county,  June 
11th,  1835.  This  "tolls"  out  Mrs.  Ann  Byrns,  of  Whitewater  township, 
Dubuque  county,  who,  by  her  "next  friend,"  Mr.  0.  McCraney,  avers 
she  was  born  where  Dubuque  now  stands,  January  10th,  1833,  making 
her'more  than  two  years  ol^er  than  Latty,  or  "Talty,"  as  McCraney 
calls  him.  This  is  perhaps  the  first  authentic  instance  of  a  woman 
claiming  precedence,  even  by  proxy,  on  account  of  seniority.  And.  by 
the  way,  w^hich  is  the  right  name  of  the  Des  Moines  county  pioneer  — 
Latty  or  Talty  ? 

 Dr.  Graham,  an  old  citizen  of  Kentucky,  has  given  to  the  public 

library  of  Louisville  the  rifle  owned  by  Daniel  Boone  when  he  went  to 
Kentucky  from  North  Carolina,  in  1767.  The  shot  pouch,  powder  horn, 
hunting  knife,  and  calf-skin  vest  of  the  old  pioneer  are  also  part  of  the 
gift. 


